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DEDICATED 


TO THE SACRED MEMORY OF PANDIT 
MOTILAL NEHRU 
| (1861—1931) 
NaTioNALIst—PaTRIOT—AND REFORMER 
Who was the first amongst my friends, at Alluhobad 
rg introduce me to the ineffable (eee of Kashmir, and. 
in whose company I paid my first visit to the “happy 
valley”, in 1897, ina party which included his son, 
: aboagi: who was then nearly Gight years old. 
happy memories of that first visit | still cherish, as they 
abide with me permanently. Since then T have visited 
Kashmir many times, the last visit being in 1741, As the 





experiences of these visits are embodied in this book, I 
dedicace it to the memory of Pandit Motital Nehru, who 
was beyond doubt one of the most intelleccual and most 
_ patriotic sons produced by modern India, and whose 
geniality asa friend, and urbanity as:a great social figure, 
can never be forgotten by me, who had the great pri- 
vilege of being intimately associated with him—from 
1296 till his deach 1m 1931- And each subsequent Vint te 
_ Kashmir, since 1297, has made me recall with pleasure 
the memories of my first journe} co, and stay in, that 
“saradise of the Indies) “in terms enshrined by Mrs. 
Percy (Htowi iA a poeg in her Chenar Lravesi— 
Deep vibrant thoughts M che: thow Kashmir far— 
Of wotderou: bygone days! 
Which touch ety soul with a delight so rare, 
Though now my lifes pathways 
Lie far apart from that dear valley's joys: 
Lol Here | count them mine, 
When memory her magic key employs 


To open her locked shrine! | 
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FOREWORD 
To THe Fmst Epon (1942) 


“Almost all the guide-books or hand-books ro 
Kashmir, which are now available to the prospective 
traveller, are exther more or fess out-of-dare, and do 

“not give the Istest practical information, when a trip is 
being planned, or are short and snipetry, and do not 
give adequate details. Sound and helpful advice, on 
various essential points, is thus often difficult to obtain, 
and matters which are of importance to one’s comfort, 
and make a considerable difference in the expenses to 
be incurred, are not touched upon in many of them— 
at any rate, in detail. The present work attempts to 
give, at adequate length, such sound and up-to-date 
ae information as may be of assistance to chose who 
have never visited that most delightful land, It ts to be 
hoped that the practical advice and useful hints broughe 
together, hased on the experience gained during several 
visits to Kashmir—the first having been paid so far back 
as 1897, and the last in 1941—will be of use and advan- 
tage to those contemplating « trip to Kashmir, and may 
enable them to make the best of their holiday—enjoyable, 
both physically and financially. Te muse be, however, 
realized thar (im the nature of things) no reference work 
—and least of all a guide-book with a directory, such as 


( xiv) 
this book is—can ever be absolutely up-to-date, since per- 
petual change is the inevitable concomitant of life, The 


traveller using this hand-book would, therefore, do well 


to check and verify from trustworthy sources the infor- 
mation given in it. 
I 


The boolk is divided, for the sake of conVvemencc, 


into five parts:—(a#) Introductory and Informative; 
(4) Practical and Statistical; (c) Deseriptive and Re- 

ective; (¢) Bibliographical; and (#) Referential and 
Tabular, The object of each section is clearly conveyed 
by the designations enumerated above. The first part 
—theaded “Introductory and Informative’\—embodies 
general information about the manifold attractions of 
Kashmir, geographical data, archeological and’ historical 
outlines, incidents of tourist traffic, and sketches of the 
arts and crafts, and also of the industrial development 
and expansion, of Kashmir. The primary object of thi 
section 14 to give the prospective traveller such informa- 
Gon as may serve as a background to the atcractions and 
remmurces of Kashmir, As this section also presents o 
conspectus of the various are manufactures and industries 
of Kashmir, in which vtsicors are bound to fel interest 


ed, especially as purchasers, it is hoped that it may be 
‘highly helpful to them for obtaining reliable data, and 
“trustworthy facts and figures about the subjccts dealt 
with in this parr. 

_ The second part—headed "Practical and Statistical” 
—brings together a mass of sound, accurate and useful 
information about travel conditions in Kashmir, rela- 
ting mainly to roures and journeys, trekking and camp- 
ing, house-boating and house-keeping, and various other 
allied matters, as also to such details about travel as 





3 


(mw), 


may be of interest and assistance to those visiting the 
alley, ren for the first time. This section is 
largely based on the compilec’s personal experience 
obtained during a series of visits to Kashmir, but the 
information has been carefully verified by constant 
reference to all the available sources—books, periodicals, 
journals and newspapers—the statements embodied in 
which were considered trustworthy, Ic is, therefore, 
likely to be found fully up-to-dare, alike in its range 
and general accuracy—subject to the proviso (mentioned 
above) of the law of constant change affecting the reli- 
ability of the contents of a reference work. With chis 
obvious limitation, the section may be regarded as a 
sound and accurate digest of practical and statistical 
information relating to travel conditions in Kashmir, 
along the beaten tracks. I: may, however, be added, 
with 2 view to disarm criticism, that this hand-book, 
though claiming to be a guide-book, is mot a route-book, 
and should mot be treated as such, though descriptive 
thetehes of a number of routes are given in it. For 
details about rotite-books reference should be made to 
the Bibliographical section of this hook. 

The third section—designated “Descripuve and 
Reflective"—comprises a series of sketches, which are 
mainly word-picturey of same only of the various scene 
and sights of Kashmir, and the manifold attractions 
‘offered by it. This section iy a distinctive feature of 
this hook, for no such descriptive sketches have so far 
appeared in any. guide-book to Kashmir. The ‘object 
of including them is to combine in one volume the 
advantages of » rourist’s manual with a book of travel- 
sketches, and so tempt the visitor to fallow up his studies 


“of Kashmir scenery and life in the many. descriptive 


works enumerated in the Bibliographical section, 


1 
u 


. (a) : 


‘The fourth and. fifth sections—headed “Biblio- 
graphical”, and "Referential and Tabular’, respectively 
—cotiain matter purely for reference purpows, and 
not as text for study. The fourth section gives almost 
exhayptive lists of works, in English, relating to Kashmir, 
printed in chronological order, and also grouped under 
some subject-headings—almos all the books recorded 
having also been characterised for the benefit of the 
reader, It may justly be claimed that no such compre- 
hensive bibliography, of English works relating to Kash- 
mir, wat available till now, and it should, therefore, prove 
of great ucility to prospective visitors to Kashmir, The 
fifth and last section brings together a mass of informa- 
tion comprising a comprehensive directory of institutions, 
and scenes and sights, and also of firms, shops and 


It is not necessary—even if it were posible—to 
indicate the original sources of the information em- 
bodied in this book, and the compiler would like to 
disarm Hise by EYemseng that the work he has 
pur together is ra Th nature of a compéndious 
symposia of the most useful and interesting matter rela- 
tig to Kashmir than one which he may claim to have 
himself evolved, to any appreciable extent. No originality 
is es for this aR the pe embodied 
int ater part of it, (though based, to a very large 
lied te the compiler’s personal astelien suc8 in 
perience) haa been ap AN seys not (nly by reference 
toa number of books, bur also embodies the texts of, or 
extracts from, many useful contributions to the columns 
of the press, and the pages of periodicals and journals, 
If the compiler may claim any credit for himself. it is 
that of having condensed, digested and presented, in a 











i 
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systematic’ form, all the information’ likely to be of 
utility and interest—especially to the inexperienced 


tourist—in planning and economically carrying out a 
tour in Kashmir. Whether he has ie sgcoeesial un 
achieving the object he had in view, is for tho craveller 
ro, and the resident in, Kashmir to judge. 

In conclusion, ir may be re- ed that no ¢ritic 
can be more keenly aware of the defects of this book 
than is the compiler himself. Any one pointing them 
out will lay him under obligation, and the mistakes af 
omission. of commission will be removed. or corrected 
should a second edition be called for. In regard to one 
charge, however—that of over-lapping—he pleads 
gully in advance. This is deliberate, as the compiler 
holds that in a work of reference each section should 
be complete, and cross-reference to other sections should, 
if posible, be avoided. Ir may also be added that, owing 
to the prohibitions incidental to war conditions, it it 
not possible to include any maps of routes, or of the 
plans of cities—an omission which may be supplied in 
a larer edition. if. called for. Laidy; the names of 
friends who have helped in the production of this book 
ia not being mentioned, lest they may be held respons- 
ible for irs limirations. The compiler is nonet clés 
gtateful co them for their valued co-operation. 


7 Elgin Road, Allahabad. 
10th November, 1942 SACHCHIDANANDA SINHA 
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FonEworn to THE SseConNo Eprmon (1943) 


“Many authors entertain, not only a foolish, bur 2 dis- 
honest objection to acknowledge the sources whence they 
derive much valuable information. We have no such feeling. 
We ate merely endeavouring to discharge, in an upright 
matner, the respomtible dutics of our editorial functions: and 
wharever ambition we might have felt, under ocher circum- 
stance, to lay claim to authorship, a regard for truth forbids 


tx to do more than claim the merit of judiciows arrangement 


and impartial narration” 
—Charles Dickens in Pickwick Papers. (Chap. IV). 


The above extract, from the immortal Pickwick, is 
singularly appropriate to the contents of this book on 
Kashmir, as well; as was made quite clear in the course 
of the Foreword to the first edition, which is re-printed 
above. Suifice it to re-iterare that while no ori inality 
is claimed for this book, it is but fair to state 4 the 
vast amount of practical information embodied in it-— 
though based on the compiler’s personal knowledge 
and experience—has been once again, duly verified by 
reference to authoritative works; and it also includes 
the texts of, or extracts from, a number of useful contri- 
butions to the newspaper and periodical press, 

I 

The first edition of this book was Jesued int Novem. 
ber, 1942, and the whole of it was exhausted in about 
six months from the date of its first appearance. Accord- 


ingly in April lat—when the fairly large stock of the 


rat edition had nearly run out—my publishers suggest- 
ed to me the desirabiliry of overhau ing, revising, and 
enlarging the book for a second edition. 1 was encour- 
aged to undertake the task by reason of the very warm 
feception accorded to the first edition, 5 evidenced 


i 


i 


| 
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not: only by its quick sale, but also by its enthusiastic 
appreciation by the leading newspapers, journals, and 


riodicals, throughout the length and breadth of India 
brief extracts fram which are printed in the last 
spent to this book. In the result, ic may justly be 
claimed that the text now offered, is a great improve- 
ment on the earlier one. All that was possible to do, 
in the very short time assigned to me by the publishers, 
for the work of revision and enlargement, has been 
done against heavy pressure of other important work, 
and though there is yet further room for perfecting 
this work, it would be eS barest justice oe thar in 
many respects it is greatly superior to the first edition, 
published last year, which was so enthusiastically 
received by the press and the public alike. | 

While, in the marure of things a handbook af 
practical information, like this work, can never be abso- 
hasty up-to-date, and abreast of the lacest changes in 
events and incidents, nevertheless it may justly be claimed 
for this book that in the range of its practical informa- 
tion, it is far in advance of that available in 


bese of which type is represented by the late Dr. Arthur 
Neve's famous work, revised, from time to time, by 
the author's brother—Dr. F. Neve, himself a great 
authority on Kashmir, where he has lived for a period of 
sow more than half a century. The latest edition ot 
Dr. Arthur Neves guide-book appeared in 1938, 
and its information about the routes, and their require 
ments, is still mostly up-to-date. The visitor to Kashmir 
who will use that book, along with this work, and with 
alco the Kashmir Scave Information Bureau's Notes for 





(x ) 


Visitors to Kashmir, will have at his disposal as much 
ful-information ashe may require to render his stay, 
or:-tours, in Kashmir, useful, pleasant, and interesting. 


It 


I shall now indicate briefly the principal changes, 
Te eee ee te anal way of 
vement. Ag regards the. practical information, 
been again checked and verified by reference to 
all available wurces. Two friends, resident in Kashmir, 
ave materially astivted me in improving the prac 
infurmation embodied in the present. edition. These 
are Mr. F. A. Betverton—retired Chief Engincer to the 
Bihar Government, and for years Secretary to tho Sri- 
nagar Club—and Pandit Shamboo Nath Razdan, pro- 
prictor af the Kashmir Kala Bhandar, (Arts and Crafts 
Emporium), ssuated at Purshyar, Srinagar. Both thes 
gentlemen have very kindly sent me hotes in regard te 
the fatear changes and developments which have trans- 
pired since my last visie to Kashmir, in the autumn of 
1941. [have ipeorporared ax much of their suggestions 
ak was practic: , and Tom satisfied chat the practical 
‘information, now embodied in this book is m fully 
evethouled and wp-to-date as it could possibly be, in a 
feference work of this kind. Two well an d informa- 
tive notee on Baltictan and Ladakh, supplied by Mr. 
Berterton, are printed as appendices, 

Coming now tp the text of the book—apart from 
the practical information sections—it has been not only 
carefully revised but judiciously enlarged At places 
the descriptive. | have been re-arranged and re- 











grouped, to make them more compact and systematic, 
though balay keeping the primary object of the 
book in view) necessary over-lapping has been retained, 
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co that each section may be fairly complete, and fre- 
uent use to the index for cross-references may be, = 
ar ax posable, avoided, Apart from scrupulous 
scrutiny of the carlier text, same new sections have been 
added to make the book more useful, and interesting 
to readers. In response to friendly criticisms, in tbe 
press, two fairly long sections headed “Constitution and 
‘Administration’, and “The Character of the Kashmiris” 
have been added in the first part of the book, designated 
“Introductory and Informative”. These two “new 
sections cover nearly thirty pages, and should appeal to 
visitors interested im the : ministrative progeess, and the 
constitutional advancement of the Jammu-Kashmir 
State, as well as in the improvement of the character of 
the people. Another new section is that offering 4 
deseriptive sketch of the journey to and back from 
the Sinthan past (on pp. 297-300), which should be of 
great interest to trekkers. in Kashmir. The last two 
aeetions of the books—Bibliographical, and Referential 
and Tabular—have been very carefully overhauled, and 
brought fully up-to-date. Much useful practical infor- 
mation has also been added to notes on fishing, and also 
ta <everal other sections which necd not be specified. 
One of the friendly criticisms was at the omission 
of-a map of the Jammu-Kashmir State. In regard to it, 
it is sufficient to recall the statement (in the course of 
the Foreword to the firse edition) that “owing to the 
prohibitions incidental to: war condinons, it & not 
possible to include any maps of routes, of the plans of 
cities”: Evidently this limitation was overlooked by the 
critics, “That linvitation still continues, and accounts 
for the omissions of maps and plans in the present edi- 
tion. If the limitation be removed by the time the next 


( xxii) 


édition of this book be called for, maps and plans will be 
duly: included, to make the book camplete. 
Lastly, Ishould cefer to a criticism levelled against 
my publishers, for not having given to the book, in its 
firit edition, the. get-up and format which, in their 
opinion, it well merited, . This criticism, while to some 
extent just, overlooked the serious difficulties in the 
publication. of books during the prevalance of war 
conditions, Nevertheless the printing, paper, pictures, 
and binding—in fact, everything relating to get-up and 
format—have been materially improved, in 


edition, and desorve appreciation. While dealing with 


this subject, 1 have alsa to make amends to my. 3on— 


Radha Krishna Sinha—for my omission to state. jn the 


Foreword to the first edition, that almost all the pharo- 
graphic illustrations, with which the book is embellished, 
were taken by him, when he accompanied me to Kashmir, 
in the aurimn of 1941: and I am grateful to him for 
7 ess ea reproduction in this book. Laser bur not 
east, I would express m grateful sense of appreciation 
of the work of Raj Saheb Jadubir Prasad—Headmaster 
of the Patna Collegiate School—in compiling the index 
ro both the last-and the present edition. The derailed 
Table of Contents—prefixed to the present ¢edition— 
and the comprehonsive index appended, will help mate- 
rally seekers after information. Such as it now 
is—with its many defects of commissions and omis- 
sions—the book is, once again, placed before visitors to 
and residents in Kashmir. Any reader of the book send. 
ink suggestions and corrections for the improvement of 


this book, will place the compiler under deep obligation, 
Sinha Library Road 
Isf Ovtober, 1943 SACHCHIDANANDA SINHA 
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ASHMIR: THE PLAYGROUND OF ASIA 





~ ~ PART I 





Isrmmonucropy Anb INFORMATIVE 
MR AS AN IDEAL HOLIDAY ‘RESORT 


oat wearer Hey regan ag eres 
asa; part 
Seal ehcietar” —cKalhana ax hie . famous histery of Kash- 
muir, galled Rujataraiyiat.) 
“Tell me what Yand ean boast. such treasures? 
iy aught ‘so: Sale, Serpe Yoae Te 
Hail! Parade of _ pleasures! 
‘Hail! Pewwsfu and ‘beloved Kashmere _ | 
~ i Ieiah poss, “Phone ‘Moga ier his well-known 
oem, Lalla Rukh, immortalized the fame of the fair 
vale of Rashn wand. 4 juted its charms and delights 
in the following well-keiawn and oft-quoted stanzai— 
| “Who has por heard of the vale of Kashmiere, | 
With its coms the brightest the earth ever gave, 
: retina ley and grottos, anil fountains, af clear | 
e-lighted eves thar hang over their wave?” 
Nor was Byron far behind Moore in. his apprecis- 
tion of the unrivalled scenic charms ot Kashmir, a4 
chideneed by hx reference to it th one of the brillant 
saxhies folie? oNT:— | 1 
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O'er emerald meadows of Kashmecr 
Invites the young pursucr near, 

And leads him on from flower to flower 
A weary chase and wasted hour, 

Thes lexves him, as it soars on high, 
With panting heart and tearful eye: 

So Beauty lures the full grown child 
With huc-as bright, and wing as wild, 


u 
And, indeed, the attractions of Kashmir, as an 
ideal poeny resort, are indubitable. Though it is now 
more the p casure ground of the tourist than, what it 


formerly was, “the paradise of sportsmen,” still ir has. 


undoubtedly numerous charms, which induce those who 
have once visited the yalley to return to it, again and 
again. The country is beautiful—it is unique, consist- 
ing, as it does, of a large plain at a height of over 5,000 
feet, not only surrounded by the loftiest mountains, 


but traversed throughout its length by a navigable 


fiver (the Jhelum), and dotted here and there with 
lovely lakes, of which the Woolar, through which the 


river flows, is the largest in lndia—ahus making Kashmir 


par excellence the land of house-boats. The splendid 
scenery of the country, the choice of the varied climates 
which its plains and hills offer, the opportunities fur- 
nished for boating, motoring and. ski-ing—and. above 
all, the feeling of freedom due to the absence, to a 
sin extent, of conventional restraints of modern civi- 
) , maturally conduce to comfort, pleasure, and 
restoration to health. It is, therefore, not at all 7 
ing that there is mo other land, under’ the woe vo 
hag had piagartien on it t such glowing panegyrics, 

and verse, as Kashm thd: city Tes aes it is aesiliccusy 


7. 


picturesque—an ards < verdure enclosed ina radians , 
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which, in spring, turn it into one sheer of fragrant 
blossoms, with majestic and umbrageous chenars (plane 
trees) and tall, silvery safedas (poplars) , which are the 
glory. of the land; while almost all 





mountains, it is a fertile alluvial valley, in which streams 
of limpid water gush out from the rocky #des to enrich 
the soil and assuage thirst. The deep waters of the 
rivers, and the lakes, reflect the high peaks and surnmits 
of snow-capped mountains. In spring the valley i 3 
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of Kashmic as follows:—"Its attractions are many, 
varied, and also both useful and interesting. To an 
invalid it gives health, to an archacologist it affords 
ample material for exploratian and rescarch, to an artist 
it offers Nature's loveliest and sublimest sceneries, £0 
scientists. it furnishes many abstruse and still undis- 
covered problems in geology, botany, ethnology, and 
ilolegy, to the sportsmen it presents one of the best 
wanting grounds in the world, while last, but not least, 
to che lotus-eater it enables co pass time in surroundings 
which are healthful, charming and enjoyable. Placed 
by its clevation above the reach of the heat of Hindustan, 
and sheltered by the surrounding mountains from the 
blasts of the higher regions, Kashmir enjoys 4 delicious 
climate, exhibits in the midst of snowy summits a scene 
of continual verdure, and almost of perpetual spring, 
and maintains its celebrity ag the most delicious spot 
in Asia, or in the world.” 

One of the Jacest authorities on Kashmir, Sir Walter 
Lawrence, graphically describes the land as follows:— 
“The valley contains. nearly everything which should 
make life enjoyable. There is sport, varied and ex- 
cellent, there is scenery for artist and layman, 
qmountains for the mountaineer, flowers for the botanist, 
a vast field for the geologist, and magnificent ruins for 
the ati The pecs at ae dainty fruits 

vegeta cheaper here perhaps in wi re 
of the world, while the lounger can pass delightful 
of dolce far niente in the house-boats moored under the 
shady cheer trees.” This is the Kashuite where baton 
i¢ found for tired minds and sore hearte The arduous 
climb, more than rewarded by glorious and superb views, 
the gentle and soothing murmuring of the streams in 
the wullhs, the open and nmulti-coloured flowery margy, 
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go near the towering icy glaciers, the picturesque camps 

far into the hills, the wind sighing in the pines, the 

romance of “the road to Leh,” and the rushing waters 

of the Lidar, boulder-strewn and tree-shaded, all cam- 

bine to form an ideal and unrivalled holiday ground, 
lil 

“The valley of happiness” is how the old poets 
deseribed Kashmir. Nor is it surprising, since nowhere 
could the natural elements, which make and mould life, 
be found more inspiring, more kindly, and more. helpful 
to human happiness than in Kashmir. It has through- 
out the sges continged to maintain its renown as the 
world's sweetheart, a land of promise to those seeking 
beauty and romance, a3 an undying quest. Generation 
after generation of visitors has sought Kashmir asa land 
of allarement, and it has figored in history, literature 
and art, since the very ancient times. It was close to 
its alluring routes, and adown its famous river, that one 
of the world-conquerors, the Macedonian, Alexander 
the Great, passed into the Punjab over two thousand 
years ago; and long after when the lordly Moghals came 
to India, it was in Kashmir that they sought happiness 
and seclusion from their many ‘cares and worries, and 
their ceaseless wars. 

Ever since Akbar added Kashmir ro his dominions, 
in 1986, the valley cast its spell upon him, and his 
aaseidiave . Kaskintie foembd aha: ibepiracitry) a0 aie 
greatest Moghal Emperors during the-years that it was 
an appanage of the Delhi throne. Akbar, Jahangir, 
Shah Jahan, and Auringzeb, each, in turn, made it his 
summitiver resort, “Truly”, exclaimed Jahangir, “this 
the paradise of which priests have prophesied and poets 
sung.” For nearly 2 century and a half theee four great 
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Emperors came, from far-away Delhi and Agra, in 
stately progress across the Pir Panjal, with glittering 
retinucs ris a Pe state, with escorts and audiences, 
tributes and forced labour, from the dusty glamour-of 
on Indian court to the cool and quiet af a Kashmir 
summer, And Jahangir, when stricken with his faral 
illness, knowing that his hour was near, turned to this 
one spot of all his wide Indian dominions, and died at 
Behramgul, almost within sight of his beloved and 
favourite land. Fourteen summers he had spent in the 
Kashmir valley, commg in with the blossoming of the 
lilac and the wild iris in the spring, and setting out back 
towards the plains of India when the saffron flowers had 
bloomed in the autumn, 

The Moghal Emperors had a great hand in beauti- 
fying Kashmir by means of tastefully laid-out gardens, 
and well-planned canals and waterways, Jahangir, 
whose name is especially associated with Kashmir, was 
very fond of the valley, and paid several visits.to it. As 
stated by the French physician, Bernier (who accom- 
panied Aurangzeb co Kashmir), Jahangir wed to say 
that he would not so much care if he lost the rest of his 
Indian empire, ashe would if he lost but Kashmir. Mr. 
Beveridge (the editor of the translation of Jahangir’s 
Tuswk or the Memoirs of Jahangir) writes that had 
Jahangir not been a sovereign, he would have been a 
naturalist. He was fond of commemorating his visits 
eribed tablets there. One of such favoured spots was 
Verinag, the source of the Jhelum, The Iranian ins- 
cription on the tank there (copied by Dr. Jivanji Modi, 
‘in 1915) commemorates Jahanyir's visit to that famous 
spring, in 1619, in the fifteenth year of his reign, and 
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of the construction of some buildings round its tank. »» 
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Another tablet takes note of one other building buile 
at Jahangir’s command, and the beautiful canals, which, 
says the inscription, “reminded us of the stream of 
paradise,” 


Iv 

To-day Kashmir is just as powerful 4 magnet to 
those who seek the solace of beauty, and the joy of 
behalding the most glorious natural scenery in the 
world. Whether by summer or by winter, it isa vale 
of everlasting attractions, and no holiday-maker should 
consider his days in India to have been well spent, with- 
out a sojourn in this the world’s mos wonderful of 


the route chosen, it lies through pada which. per- 
haps.only a Turner could successfully delineate. Apart 





the beauty of his surroundings, and scupied with 
ul Efe that sight-seeing, sport, and art can 
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intoxicated with their beauty, he can go further into 
the mouritsins, and the valleys, enjoy Fine io 





Parbat, and the hoary-headed Harmukh, the courist— 





October to 
gncst of which, the Nanga Parhat Meise feet) frowns 
le the other lofty 

Amarnath (17,320 feet), Harmukh 
on the south the Pir Pinial range peaks 

), and on the west Kazi Nag (123124 feet). 
Te is thus:a tract, embosumed right in the heart of an 
interminable chain of rocky summits, exceeding by far 
in beauty and fertility even the richest of the central 
Asian valleys, and it this ows its fame no less to the 
wild grandeur of the barriers, which furround it, than 


be 


to its intrinsic charms and loveliness,  [t is thiv singular 





Poplar A vrnue 
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contrast that has led poets co speak of it justly as “an 
emerald set in pearls’—2a most apposite ade A 
Vv 

The varied beauties of Kashmir appeal to every 
want and taste—ior the cultivator there is fertility of 
soil, abundance of water, varicty and plenty of field 
and garden products. (both grains, and fruits and vege- 
tables); for the dairy farmer rich pastuurage and broad 
meadows; for the sportsman g2 : 
aie: mountain aides: for the # 





scientist, to: say fe of thie gorse zie ean chess 
their fill of nature's Natit Ae in a lovely country, and 
most pleasant and highly bracing climate. For the 
painter, in particular, Kashmir is a veritable paradise— 
wonderful skies, foothills deep blue and purple, trees: 
bronze and copper, foliage a riot of golden yellow and 
emerald green, multi-calaured flowers, and, above all, 
water, the supreme joy of the artist, tumbling and cas- 
cading, shimmering with rainbow lights, or placid with 
a thousand subtle reflections, Ie is this rare combina- 
tion of a rich alluvial plain, and the fringe all round of 
buting pi and snow-covered peaks, clear streams, cool- 
ng ¢prings, limpid torrents, beautiful lakes, chady 
chenar groves, silvery popular avenues, and tangled 
pine forests, which has made Kashrnir escure in its pre- 
eminence aa the playground of Asa, as Switzerland is 
thac of Europe. 

The Pir Panjal range presents an unbroken ridge 
from the gorge at Baramulla to where its simmits fade 
in the Banihal in the distance—ranging from 9,000 to 
15,000 feet in altitude. From (Ss SS you get a 
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glorious view of Harmukh, and of imc Parbar or 
Diyamir—which latter is its poetical and picturesque 
name—27,000 feet high, 90 aceite the Rarip Thi 
even those who have seen the Mount Everest from Dar- 
jecling, Ic is the culminating point of the Kashmir 
ranges, is, in many respects, the grandest mountain in 
the world, and is seen unobstructedly from all sides— 
even from Murree, which is a hundred miles distant. 
The outline and grouping of this stupendous mass, rising 
glistening white, wish pnniarlés of ice, and a dome of 
snow over the dark lower ranges, just as some huge 
marble structure rises above all meaner buildings, is a 
sight which once seen can never fade from memory. 
and a great lover of, and worker for, Kashmir, the late 
Dr. Arthur Neve, justly sang of it in a splendid 


i oy kingly mountains, monarch over snowy 
naga, 
Girdled with glacial fountains, fenced by avalanche 


mighr, 
Who shall dispute Diyamir, the crown that is thine 
by tight? 
If Nanga Parbat is Kashmir’s mighty mountain, 
larmukh (16,900 feet) is its most striking sight. ‘The 
former is the fifth highest mountain in the world coming 
after Mount Everest (29,140 feer), Mount Garhwin 
Austen (28,278 feet), Kinchinjunga (28,146 feet), and 
snow, Te ie an amazing, and an awe-inspiring sight— 
its crest standing erect and towering up to the sky. 
Looking like a throne surrounded by the snow fields on 
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Vinw of Srinagar from Shankarscharya Hill 
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the lesser peaks, Haramukh’s great bluff—massive and 
solid—frowning majestically down on the Gangabal 
lake—rises sheer four thousand feet, at an aleirude of 
11,800 feet above the sea level. 


VI 


Kashmir is at its best all the year round, depending 
on the taste of the visitor. The sportsman will like it 
in winter when the lakes teem with the duck and the 
geese, and the baraingha and the bear come close in; 
and the average tourist will prefer it in summer when 
the Dal lake is warm enough for boating and bathing, 
and the Gulmarg season is in full swing; or trekking can 
be comfortably indulged in with camping out at 
favourite resorts. Thus about Kashmir and its many 
and varied charms one could thapsodize ever so long— 
its exquisite scenery, its lovely flowers, its delicious and 
luscious fruits, its lorious sunsets, its superb mountaine, 
and their divine. solinarts It is, indeed, a veritable para- 
dise for seekers for healt | and sport, and the dreamland 
of artists. Once seen, there is an ever-present nostalgia 
to return to that charming valley, which never loses ite 
fascination for, and grip on, the eravellec's imagination. 
Its innumerable attractions verily description, 
and no literary artist's word-pictures: | ever. brit 
liant—can do justice to them, in the least. 

Thus Kashmir will always remain the favourite 
resort, and ideal er haunt, of the residents on the 
: plains, in search of either health or pleasure; and, 
in spite of the rather long distance-and tiresome journey 
i many parts. of India), ic will always be found 

the jaded. traveller the most attractive tract, not only 
in ihe great Indian sub-continent bur in Asia itselt, 
alike for healthy climate, magnificent scenery, and (even 
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now) excellene sport, At ane time of the year you can 
Jaze in-a houseboat, and bathe in the waters upon which 
ae floats. Ac another you can enjoy ¢portm. Besides 
every variety of out-door recreation, you may alio have 
your fill of thote amenities of modern civilization—dane- 
ang and jazz teas. It is thus the place where persons, 
bound in duty for the most part of the year to the 
inhospitable Indian plains, should seek respite to recu- 
perate their health. It is not surprising, therefore, thas 
the literature on Kashmir is rather extensive, and in- 
umerable articles on, and illustrations of, its scenery 
are frequently appearing in the world press, drawing 
attention to its mumerous charms. 


Those who have never visited the valley of Kashmir 






naturally fancy that the colouring of the painter or the 
word-artist is too extravagant to be accurate, while 
| thos, who know Kashmir hald equally pation 4 thar the 
pictures painted on the canvas, or in words, are drab 
and dull compared with the great original, Truth to 
say, it is not possible for human hands to delineate on 
paper, or even on canvas, what Nature has so lavishly 
jy alae! on Kashmir, This is the considered opmion of 
experts in Mountaineering, and travellers of world-wide 
experience and fame. Not only those who fondly 
imagine that they have seen the best of the Himalayas 
from Simla: or Mussoorie, but even those who have caught 
a glimpse of the Mount Everest from Darjecling, have 
a very imperfect idea of the glory of the Himalayas if 
they have not seen the Kashmir peaks, for no painting 
or word-painting can do justice to their grandeur. The 
Yralians cay: “See Naples and die”, and the Tamilins: 
“He who has:nor seen Madura is an ase", The Kashmiri 


might well adopt as his slogan thar Kashmir ly more. 
glorious than all the Alps and the Appenines of Europe, 
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put together, After seving Kashmir, one naturally 
feels that ics true description—if attempred at all— 
should be written in verse und set to music to be sung 
accompanied: by delicate musical instruments. till some 
one invents a machine that will not only take moving 
Metures with sound, but will also catch the music that 
bes in shape and colour of the’ picturesque, and the ins- 
piring, in the work of Nature, 
Vu 
Byron in his well-known poem, Manfred, sings of 
| the highest mountain peak in Europe as “Mont Blanc 
is the monarch of mountains; Shelley in his exquisite 
Lines Written in the Valley of Chinonnix extols it ar 
“Mont Blane yet gleams on high; still saowy and serene;" 
while Coleridge in his solemn Hymn before Sumrie in - 
| the Vale of Chimounix invokes it as “O sovran Blanc, 
thou first and chief sole sovran of the yale." Similar 
| pumerous, laudatory, references are found in praise of 
— Mont Blanc in the poems of many other European poets. 
Bur the superb and majestic exaltation of the Himalayas 
by an unknown Indian poet, in the Sanskrit language, 
is as befrting the subject, on an ever so much pander 
a scale, “In a thousand ages of the gods," rapturously 
sings he, "I could not tell chee of the glories of Himan- 
Chal,” for "as the dew is dried up by the morning sun, 
so are the sins of mankind by the sight of Himanchal. 
He who thinks of Himanchal, though he should noc 
ever behold it, is much greater even than he who per- 
forms worships at Kashi (Benares).” This is the highest 
praise that could be bestowed on the Himalayas, from: 
the Indian standpoint, and a sight of “the glories of 
1 Kashmir, and certainly not half 20 good, or so-well, fr 





( 4 ) 


anywhere else. Mence the great desirabiliry of sinners 
also going to Kashmir im the wake of pleasure-seekers. 
_ As put very happily by a great authority, Lieut. 
General Sir George MacMunn: “Of all the luring, 
7 g things to get into your blood, perhaps the call 
of the Himalaya is the most compelling. great 





great_rivers of the Pontat—ahe Indus, the Jhelum and 
the Chenab; mountain lakes at very high elevations 


purple, russet, and crimson of chenar-covered islands, 
This is the indescribably bewitching valley af Kashmir 
+ fruitful theme of literarure, from time immemorial, 


which makes one recall the haunting lines of Walter b« 
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de la Mare: — 
Yea, in my mind these mountains rise, 
peaks dyed with evening's row; 
And still my ghost sits at my eyes, 

And thirsts for their untroubled snows, 
No one Enew Kashmir better than Sir ene 

Younghusband, and this is how he ent 

wrote of it:—"Kathmir is renowned throughout the 

world for its beau —for the girdle of snowy moun- 
tains which surroun fee lovely valley, for its rivers and 
lakes and its primeval forests, and for its moderate tem- 
perature, To the dwellers in the heated plains of India 
it has, therefore, ever been a paradise of bliss: Who 
that hay beard of it has fot pined to go there? Who 
that has gone there again, has not wished to remain 
there for ever?” Aye, who, indeed? Ic is by no means 
surprising, therefore, to find an American traveller 
writing the dedication to his Our Summer im the Vale 
of ‘Kathir as follows:—"To all lovers of the beautiful 
this book is dedicated. For in the remote and fascinat- 
a6 vale of Kashmir there is such a wealth of varied 
ty that every taste can find a feast. When other 
cant have all been gleaned, and memory is richly filled 
with precious treasures of countless scenes and lovely 
forms, an unrealized charm is still in. store for every 
‘soul that has responded to "aie beautiful in all these: 
diverse realms; for here, in Kashmir, the sense of satis- 
faction is to many quite complete. ‘This lofty valley 
with ite aisrveslous plowic ! SINE VERY. THOKE the vault of 
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of creeds. These are neither India, nor not-India, these 
sublime impersonal abodes of snow, and cloud, and a 
rushing ca wind—remote from man and his insect 
activitics—and shining witnesses to the Truth that 
transcends all creeds, they creare a world of their own 
Sie earth and heaven”. Such is truly: Kashmir, 

and it, therefore, Fopeela te all: who care to visit ir. And 
so.in the well-known lines of Arthur Clough:— 


Over the Piso windy waters, and over the clear, crested 


Tada teh sk eine ley ace epee eared 
Come, let ue go, 


ul | 
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SOME GEOGRAPHICAL DATA AHOUT 


Her sukbts jone in Rasbmir dar eyed, 

Ger murgh shah ast abd bal o par eyed, 
“Any burt creature, even though a roasted 

fowl, shall get back its feathers in Kashmir’) 


—A well-known Persian couplet. 


The Jammu-Kashmir Stare—which lies berween 
32°17" and 36-58’ North Latitude, and 7226’ and 
80°30' East Longitude—is, in point of area, the largest 
of the Indian States, as it covers about 85 000 square 
miles, Situate in the north-west of India, to the north 
of the British-Indian province of the Punjab, it is the 
largest Indian State, being larger even than Hyderabad; 
and co-extensive in area with the four large States of 
Mysore, Bikaner, Gwalior and Baroda, taken together. 

} But being a mountainous country it is sparsely popu- 
lated, and its toral population, at the time of the cenmi 
held in 19441, was about four millions, On the north 
the Jaromu-Kashmir State is bounded by the Chinese 
and Russian Turkistan, on the cast by the Chinese Tibet, 
and on the south, snd: onthe wean, bry. che Hicks Indian 
provinces of the Punjab and the North-Western Frontier 
Province, respectively. To appreciate fully its poli- 

| tical importance, one should ok ata map of Asia, to 
find thar the territories of four powers, eiz., Britain, 
China, Russia, and Afghanistan, meet on the northern 
‘border of the State, and as suc itis; from the strategic 
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point of view, the sentry State, so to say, of the Brtich- 
Indian Empire. As regards its physical features, in 
addition to a small strip of land along the borders of 
Jammu, which is a continuation of the great plain of 
the Punjab, and also a bleak tract adjoming the Kara- 
koram mountains, the territories of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Srate include—putting ir broadly—the valleys 
formed by the Chenab and the Jhelum rivers, and the 
middle reaches of the Indus, all of which thread their 
way through the Stare—to form later mighty warer- 
“ways in the Punjab and Sindh. Though not the largest 
in population of the Indian States—g¢ it is in arca—it 
has still one of abour four millions, which is larger than 
that bss several States in Europe, ‘Thus viewed—eirher 
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1¢ standard of area, population or its strategic 
! 1ce—K ashimit ig undoubtedly one of the mor 
important Indian States, while as a playground it is 
Loa? pane unparalleled in Asia, if not in the whole 
world. 

_ To form an accurate impression of Kashmir from 
the scenic point of view—one should imagine a large 
plateau over five thousand feet high, extending 4 ly 
for about ninety miles from north to south, and from 
twenty to twenty-five miles across, through the centre 
of which winds the broad Jhelum river, from the waters 
of which a network of streams, canals, and lakes spreads 
over the whole country, As one approaches Kashmir 
from Jammu, by the Banihal pass (9,000 feet high) 
_pesmaoesl im spring, the whole plareay unfolds jraelt 

fore one im a haze of delicate colouring, with willow- 
trees and tall poplar avenues rising out of the pale shim- 
mering waters; and the entire lovely basin circled, 
without:a break, by snow, on the top of mountain ranges 
averaging in height 12,000 to 17.000 feet, followir 
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each other in flowing lines across the sky, and presenting 
a vision Which is indescribable, | 


li 


‘The. valley of Kashmir contains the most fertile 
land, and has long been famed for its unrivalled beauty. 
It forms an irregular ellipse ringed in by mighty moun- 
tain ranges. The great snow-clad barrier of the Pir 
Panjal range, from 10,000 to 15,000 feet high, which 
separates Kashmir from the plains of India, presents an 
unbroken ridge, from the Banihal pass to te gorge at 


Baramulla, and is covered all the year round with snow, 
which glitters in the blue heavens at noon, and also at 


u and 





plainest to the deepest shade of copper, till rhe passing 
Of the last rays leaves it a cold ashen grey: while on the 
north rise the wild and barren outlines of the Hindu- 
Kush and Karakoram mountains, over which glisten the 
snows on the lofty peaks of the Haramukh and the 
Nanga Parbat. 

| ae the valley of Kashmir meander the great 
_ Jhelum and its tributary waters, widening into the 
of rice and maize, diversified in season by stretches of 
the golden mustard, or the purple saffron, by rich or- 
| ride loader, with b sip or with ae and, eae 

all, by stately avenues of poplars, graceful groves of 
glorious plane trees which Kashmir owes to the bounty 
and foresight of the Indo-Moghal Emperors, who made 
Kashmir their favourite recreation ground—offer an 
In a sense Kashmir is a definite historical. culeural 
linguistic unit. It has an overwhelming propor- 


the setting of the sun—changing colour from tha 
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tion of Muslims in the population: about 93 per cent. of 


them. If the Jammu province be also included, che 
Muslim proportion of the State is reduced to about 77 
percent. which isa substantial majoriry, The Kashmiris 
are skilfu) artisans and arrists, and their arts and crafts 


have been famous for ages. Many languages and dialects 


are spoken in the State, but the principal language of 
the valley is Kashmiri, as are Dogri and Punjabi of 
Jammu, But Hindustani—in both. its literury forms 
of Hindi and Urdoo—is well understood and spoken, 
and it is, along with English, the ingua franca of the 
Stare, and also the court language. .A number of news- 
Papers and journals are printed—mainly or Srinigar and 
Jammu—in English, Hindi and Urdao. 
i 

“The most striking physiographical feature of Kash 

apart from the mountains ai surround it—is the 
river. art which oe through the valley and which 
it navigable for a distance of about ninety miles, from 
Khanabal, in the north, to Bararnulla 34 raigeriahe 
hanabal, the highest point which can be navigated js 
not far from the spring of Vering, which, as the source of 
‘the Jhelum, is one of the interesting and attractive sights 
of Kashmir. If Egypt be the gift of the Nile, it ia truer 
to say that Kashmir is the gift of the Jhelum. There 
is no other instance of a valley of the dimensions of 
Kashmur, and at an altirude of five thousand fect above 
the sea level, having a broad river intersecting it for so 
long a distance. Before the time of the construction 





of motor roads between Stinagar and Khanabal, and 


also between the former and Baramulla, it was the Jhelam 
which was the great highway af patsencer a d ood 
traffic, up and Siva e wwllay) ade aes 


b 


the valley, And thougit us 





The Liddar news Pahaleum 
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construction of the motor road has affected considerab! 
the passenger traffic on the river, the transport of . 
kinds of articles and goods, on the broad bosom of 
Jhelum, atill goes on as extensively as ie did im centuries 
t. Khanabal is not only the river head on the north, 
but is also the chief centre of trips to various inaieey 
places‘in ite -neighbourhood—aveh us: the spring 
Achhabul, where the Indo-Moghal Emperor, fatincigt 
buile-a garden, which is magnificent cven in its ruin; 
ond alse Pahalgam, the chief centre of ‘attraction, at 
the head’ of the Liddar valley, which hus nove become 
» a fashionable summer resort, « specially foie Indiana Ac 
the southern end of the valley is situated the town of 
Baramulla, which was destroyed by a devastating ecarth- 
quake in E885: but which has since been rebuilt, and is 
now 4 rising commercial and industrial town. Of lure, 
iri cageeir pee have been established Rosie 
w ave uced to reas and 
——- “e a sae on 
On its journ <outhw from spring at 


seh mated Bae tess 








fee ice at a pome nat : far above Khanatel; 
indls enters into the river Jhelum at Gandar- 
other tributaries are of minor importance, To 
suxé quantity of water in the river, all the 
atabal dam was canstrocted in NU 





tal, 
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Outside Srinagar, the only two places of any im- 
“portance ‘are Anantnag (also called Islamabad), which 
is close to Khanabal, and the now growing town of 
Baramulla. Anantnag is an ancient town of Kashmir, | 
‘and is still famous for the manufacture of exceedingly 
good and well-designed floor cloths, called gubhus, which 
are one of the specialities of Kashmir craftsmen. Though 
the handicrafts of Kashmir are mainly manufactured 
in the villages, the chief emporium for their trade and 
ile is Srinagar, where are to be found the leading dealers 
in Kashmir products, and artistic goods and wares. 
‘Until lately the firms of such dealers were situated 





between the second and the fourth bridges at Srinagar, 
bur now almost all of them have their show-rooms on 
the river bund, below the Post and Telegraph Offices. 
Srinagar—the ancient capital of Kashmir, and the 
most populous city in the Jammu and Kashmir State 
—is the summer headquarters of the Government, the 
winter headquarters being still retained, as of old, at 
Jammu. The population of Srinagar, in 1941, was 
nearly two lakhs. There is no other city, cither in 
Jammu or Kashmir, to approach Srinagar in interest, 
<a city of historic and industrial importance. 


T'll mag: thee. songs of Azaby, 
And tale of fair Kashmers, 
Wild cules to cheat thee of a sigh, 


Or m thee to a- tear, —< 
H. B, Will's Lalla Rookh 


; It is remarkable that Kashmir its: the only region 
of India which has a connected record of her history 
dating from the earliest times, till the famous author, 
Kalhana, began his work, in Sanskrit verse, called the 
Raja-Tarangini (licerally “the river of kings”), in the 
ewelfth century of the Christian era. Owing to the 
paucity of historical materials, relating w. the Hindu 
iod, this book has long actracted the attention of 
rians—European and Indian—and more than one 
good translation of it, in English, is now available. This 
excellent work was continued by other Kashmiri his- 
+ torians; and broughe down to the conquest of the valley 
by Akbar, in 1586 A.D, It is thus a unique historical 
work. 
Kashmir was a part of the empire of Asoka the 
Great. Later, the valley was invaded by the Tartars, 
and Buddhism became the State religion. Hiven Tang 
visited Kashmir in 629-631 A.D, Lalitadicya was the 
most famous of the later Hindu kings. Mahmud of 
Ghazni attempted to invade Kashmir, but failed to 
effecr an entry. Dynastic revolutions then followed, 
and the yalley passed into the hands of Afghan rulers, 
« The mort riotable of the Sultans of Kashmir was Zain-ul- 


) 
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Abdin (1420-70), who is said to have introduced various 
arts, including sericulrure: and shawl-manufacture. He 
earned the good-will of the Hindus, who had been 
persecuted by his predecessor, Sikandar, known even 
now as dutsbiken, or “the idol-breaker", Akbar, who 
conquered Kashmir in 15%6, built the fort at Hari 
Parbat, and laid out the Naseembagh. Jahangir and 
Shah Jahan, who were enamoured of Kashmir, planted 
ehenars, and laid out stately gardens round the Dal lake; 
and elsewhere. In 1750 Ahmad Shah Abdali occupied 
Kashmir, and the Afghan rule that came in his wake 





Wai $0 oppressive that, in 1819, the persecuted people =, 


called to their rescue Maharaja Ranjit Singh, who sent 
Raja Gulab Singh in command of his troops: ‘The 
Afghans were defeated, and so from 1819 to 1846 
Kashmir was under the rule of the Sikhs. In 1842 when 
a rising took place in Kashmir, Raja Gulab Singh, who 
was sent to deal with ir, pur down the insurrection and, 
after appointing a Governor of his own, returned, only 
to be installed a few years later, in 1846, as the ruler 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 


II 


The present ruling dynasty of Kashmir # an off- 
shoot of the princely eee which ruled over Jammu 
up to the annexation of that principality by the Sikh 
Government of Lahore. The history of this and neigh- 
bouring principalities, and of their unification, was the 
work of Gulab Singh, the Dogra chief, who jainsd 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's service about 1812, and so 
rapidly achieved ‘distinction that he wae created th= 
Raja of Jammu, in 1819. Thereafter he entered upon 
a policy of consolidating and expanding his power by 
anfexing, one after another, the principalities situated 
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between the Kashmir valley and jammu. As early as 
1831, M. Jocquemont, the famous French traveller, had 
written of Raja Gulab Singh “that after Ranjit Singh 
he is the greatest lord in the Punjab." His prophecy 
came to be absolutely truc, as Gulab Singh had conquered 
the distant provinces of Ladakh and Baltistan by 1840: 
At the death of Maharaja Ranjic Singh, in 1859, 
Raja Gulab Singh was thus the most important figure in 
the Punjab. In 1841, the British army suffered reverses 
in Aighanistan, and Raja Gulab Singh was deputed to 
help them. It was here thac the seeds of fucure friend- 
ship between the Dogra: potentate and the British power 
were sown. Early in 1846 Raja Gulab Singh was ins- 
talled as Prime Minister of the Sikh Governmenc of tho 
Punjab. Hur the Sikhs crossed the Sutlej against his 
advice, and the battle of Subraon wenct against them. 
He had now to perform the delicate task of negotiating 
a settlement, and the treaty of Laliore was signed on 
ss AinW aie Among other png Niven 
tor the independent soverci of Raja Gulab Singl 
in such territories and Hiswios ir the hills, wiki 
dependencies thereof, as might be made over to the said 
; Raja by separate agreement between himself and the 
British Government, which might have been in the Raja's 
possession since the time of Maharaja Kharak Singh 
(of Lahore). 
Til 
On the Iéth of March, 1846, was signed the sepa- 
rate agreement, the treaty of Amritsar, in ‘which the 
British Government recognised Raja Gulab Singh as the 
sovercign (or Maharaja) of Kashmir, though be bad 
practically to conquer it after the treaty from those who 
; chaflenesd his authority. The treaty of 1846 had 
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transferred the districe of Hazara, among other areas, 
to the Maharaja; but, co make his State more compact, 
he obtained shortly afterwards other areas in exchange 
for Hazara. It will thus be seen thar the Jammu and 
Kashmir State, as it exists to-day, is solely the creation 
of Maharaja Gulab Singh, whose descendancs have ruled 
over it continuously since 1846. Since the middle of 
subject to foreign autocratic rulers—Moghal, Afghan an 

nuke ucrieding each other down the centuries. Finally, 
m 1846, Maharaja Gulab Singh, who became the ruler 
of the jomt Scare of Jammu and Kashmir, founded 4 
dynasty which is indigenous. The 








and has turned an increasingly sym 


Maharaja Gulab Singh died in 18$7, after having 
ruled his cerritoriesfor cleven years, during which petiod 
» he laid the foundation of a sound system of administra- 
tion, He was succeeded by his son, Maharaja Ranbir 
sha who ruled for a period of twenty-eight years, 
until his:death in 1885, He was a. great patron of art 
and letters; and law and order having been fully estab- 
lished in the Stare by his father, Maharaja Ranbir Singh, 
while attending to State affairs, encouraged research, 
and collected a good library of Sanskrit and lranian 
manuscripts. On his death, he was succeeded ly his 
son, Maharaja Pratap Singh, who ruled for a period of 
forty years, until his death in 1925. During his long 
administration of the State, especially in the departments 
concerned with land revenue, and relations between the 
State and tenants. 
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IV 
On the death of Muharaja Pratap Singh, Maharaja 
Hari Singh became the ruler of the State, and has ad+ 
ministered Jammu-Kashmir since. He is a nephew of 
Maharaja Pratap Singh, beiny the son of the latter's 
younger brother, During the period he has wielded 
the destinies of Jammmu-Kashmir, the administration of 
the State on the Executive, the Legislative, and the 
Judicial sides—has been largely assimilated to that of 
British India. A constitution has been adopted under 
which there now functions a legislature modelled upon 
the provincial legislative assemblies in British India. On 
the Judicial side, there is 2 duly-constitured High Court, 
with a Privy Council to assist the ruler of the Sratey 
while the Executive is composed of a Premier and three 
Ministers, (constituting a Council of Ministers) in- whom 
—subject to some reservations—all executive power is 
vested. Thus the State has progressed in many direc- 

tions wonder its present ruler. 
Dogra rule in Kashmir, until recent times, was of 
a medieval character. The Brahmins, known as the 
Kashmiri shaper ps had perhaps Lg much ee x 
/ every sphere of State activity, That is now a thing of 
the past, though hos are still largely utilized in the 
tiiministration. The present system of government 
might well be described as a limited monarchy. It was 
inevitable that political movements in British India should 
have their reactions across the border, and partly for this 
reason, and because the Muslims had some genuine grie- 
vances, there was serious communal trouble in 1931. His 
Highness had a careful enquiry made by an impartial 
triunal into the causes of the unrest; and thereafter 
introduced a constitution which closely associates the 
~ people with the administration. Details of the progress 
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made by the State in the various departments of Ad~ 
ministration, and the development of the Constitution, 
are given in subsequent sections, But a brief reference 
may be made here toa personal act of His Highness, 
showing his solicitude for the welfare of the people. 
Tt is the inauguration of the "Fund for the Relief of 
the Poor”, with a gtant of two lakhs of. rupecs per 
annum, during the duration of the war. This sim 
forms nucleus for a fund—to be contributed to the 
public, if they so desire—for alleviation of distress 
amang the poor, due to abnormal rise in prices, duc to 
war conditions, It reflects credit on His Highness for 
his abiding interest in the well-being of his people. 





CONSTITUTION AND ADMINISTRATION 


The Jammu-Kashmir State is governed by His 
Highness the Maharaja with the assistance of @ Council 
of Ministers, presided over by a Prime. Minister. The 
Legislative Assembly, known as the Praja Sabha, con- 
msts of elected representatives, and nominated and 
official members. For the proper administration of Jaw 
and justice there is a High Court of Judicature. The 
full bench consists of the Chief Justice, and two pilimec 
judges, There is also a Board of Judicial Advisers— 
composed of eminent lawyers or Judges—to assist His 
Flighness with advice in appeal cases. Whilst legislation 

may be initiated by the Assembly, subject to the rules 
of procedure, or by the Prime Minister and the Ministers 
associated with him, all legislation. must receive the 
; assent of His Highness before it becomes law. AI! ad- 
ministrative activities oe State are directed by seer, 
of departments responsible to the Ministers, who holk 
State publishes annually, and also, from time to tinie, 
 ofheial reports on the working of the general adminis 
tration, and of the special departments, The. annual 
Administration Report is a highly useful and informative 
work, and should be carefully studied by all interested 
in the progress of the State. The Report by Capt. 
R.G, Wrefard of the State Census, held in 1941, which 
. was published in 1943, is also a store-house of valuable 








( 30 ) . 


information on the present administrative, educational, 
economic, legislative, social, and political conditions of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Copies of the Reports, and other 
oficial publications, can be obtained from the Officer- 
in-Charge of Government publications, at the Stare 
Secretariat at Srinagar, from May to October, and ar‘ 
Jarnmu, from November to April, ‘The Administration 
and the Census Reports have furnished much of the 
information embodied in this section, 


0. THe Legucatiune 


The Praja Sabha, or Legislative Assembly, was ins 
augurated by His Highness the Maharaja on October 
(7th 1934, Its members have the power of interpella- 
tion, of moving resolutions, of discussing the adminis- 
trative activities, and the budget, (except in regard to 
a few ‘reserved’ subjects) and of introducing and passing 4. 
legislation; and though in cases of emergency, His 
Highness may give assent to an Ordinance submitted 
by the Council of Ministers, such Ordinance shall not 
remain in force for a period exceeding six months. The 
annval budget is placed before the Praja Sabha, which 
has the power to ask questions, and to move rewlutions 
reducing the demands of Government. Legislation 
relating to, or affecting, the religious rights, ceremonies, 








two-thirds of the members of the Praja Sabha, belong- 
ing to the community affected. Every Bill passed by 
the Praja Sabha requires the assent of His Highness, 
who may assent to the Bill, or return it for reconsidera- 
The constitution established, in 1934, remained in .- 
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force till 1939, when His Highness was pleased to pro- 
mulgate a new Act, which extended the powers of the 
Praja Sabha, and gave the representatives of che people 
greater opportunities of associating themselves in the 
administration of the State. Briefly, this further instal: 
ment of reforms reduced the number of nominated 


-members of the Praja Sabha, and increased the number 


of elected representatives to 40 in a House of 75, peo- 
vided for the creation of four posts of paid Under- 
Secretaries to be filled by non-official members, and also 
the post of Deputy Presidenr of the Praja Sabha to be 
filled by the election of a member of the Praja Sabha. 
It laid down that the annual financial statement should 
be submitted to the vote of the Praja Sabha in the form 


of demands for grants. By the new provisions legis- 


lation relating to taxes, as distinct from fees and penalties, 
which was previously initiated by the Council of Minis- 
ters, Was brought within the authority of the Praja 
Sabha, subject to certain restrictions, These constitu- 
tional reforms give the representatives of the people 
ample opportunity to associate themelves with the 
administration of the Stare, Members of the Praja 


; Sabha enjoy freedom of speech, and no member is liable 


to procecdings in any court, in respect of anything said, 
or vote given, in the Praja Sabha, or any committee 
thereof, or in respect of the publication by or under 
the authority of the Praja Sabha of any report, paper, 
vote, or proceedings, Since it was inaugurated in 1934, 
the Praja Sabha had enacted much useful legislation, 
and placed solid achievements to its credit; and upto 


the end of 1942, more than a hundred Bills, covering 


a wide field, had been placed on the Statute-book, It 
may be added that restrictions that formerly existed 


\ on the freedom of press, and the platform, had been 
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now removed, and the Press laws brad been brought into 

line with those of British India, To-day there are in 

existence in the State many newspapers and periodi- 

cals, in spite of the inevitable restraint placed on the 

ress, duc to wat conditions, as is the case even in British 
iti, THe Jupictarr 


A High Court comprising a Chief Justice and two 
puisne Judges was established by His Highness in 1928. 
in 1930, in view of the marked improvement in the 
judicial administration of the State, the jurisdiction 
exercised by Residency courts, in certain categories of 
éivil cases, was ceded to the State courts. Almost ll 
the judicial officers in the State are either barristers, or 
graduates in Jaw. Rules similar to those in British India 
govern the enlistment of pleaders and advocates in the 
Stace. Generally speaking, the civil and criminal laws 
of the State are similar to, and modelled upon, the 
British Indian laws. A Judicial Advisory Board had also 
been established to advise His Highness in regard to 
the reales judicial cases going up to him. The 
Board discharges the same functions in the Stave as are 
performed by the Privy Council in the case of British 

ndia. “The members of this Judicial Board are generally 
recruited from amongst retired Judges of High Courts 
in British India, as is also the Chief Justice of the High 
Court. “The State Code is published in three volumes, 
and supplementary volumes will be available. The 
State High Court Law Reports is also being regularly 


The Prime Minister and his colleagues in the. 
Ministry are usually recruited from British India. But. 


i 
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the vast bulk of public servants are natives of the State, 
As the resule of a regulation introduced which guaran- 
teed educationally backward Muslims a better chance, 
of competing with the Hinds minority for posts in 
Government services, there has been considerable 
improvement in the representation of Muslims in the 
wrvices during the last decade, In April 1941, chere 
were 3,453 Muslim officials, including 115 “gazetted 
officials” in the superior services, Compared with the 
condition in April 1932, when there were 2,072 Muslisr 
officials including 14 “gazetted officials”, out of 2 total 
strength of 8,683 officials including 35% “pazetted 
these nine years, had thus risen by 105*5 per cent, in 
the “gazetted”, and 67°) per cent in the non-gazerted 
superior services; while their share in the total increase 
in the strength of the superior service had been 62°3 

cent. Here it may be noted that special efforts 
had been made for. the last few years to eliminate cor- 
ruption from the public services. 

V. Finance anp ARMY 


the Government for border defence is considered, Nearly 


a. quarter of the revenue is derived from customs; forests 





( 34 ) 


capital, and also exercise certain controlling powers over 
its management—has improved the financial stability of 
the State. The Kashmir army is 4 fine force, composed 
mainly of Dogra Rajputs. His Highness had sanctioned 
2 payment of six rupees monthly to the families of the 
men while serving outside the State: while Government 
had provided the pay and rations, and Dogras had been 
had presented 18 well-equipped motor ambulances to the 
British Army. Five units of the State army were sent to 
different theatres of war; to maintain the troops abroad 
at full strength, the number of recruits under training 
had been increased, new infantry battalions were raised 
to replace units on active service, and the artillery 
training centre was much utilised. Adequate facilities 
were also provided to enable the Government of India 
co raise a large Indian Army. The units of the State 
Forces covered themselves with distinction in Eritre 
and Syria; their officers were promoted, and one of 
ofhcer of the Indian States forces wo win the distinction 
in this war. His Highness, who personally commands 
the State forces, paid a visit to the Middle East to iny- 
pect his own, as well as other, Indian troops, The 
State increased additional expenditure on the Army 
Department, making a total of Ra. 85 lakhs in 1943-44, 
An influential War Aid Committee was set up, with 
Her Highness as President, to provide comforts far the 
Troops. 
VI.. Enucation, Lancuaces ann Scams 


Education has made very great advance in recent 


years. University education is received by about 2,400 
pupils, including a number of girls in the two colleges _ 
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maintained by the Government at the capital cities, and 
is very cheap. The Sir Pratap College, Srinagar, has 
been split into two separate colleges, viz. an Intermediate 
College and a Degree College, in order to remove con- 
gestion, and improve the standard of the teaching. Pre- 
University education has been practically free. The 
Compulsory Primary Education Act was passed in 1930, 
and primary education for boys is free and compulsory 
in cities and important towns. Books are supplied free 
to boys of primary classes throughour the State on a 
generous aia Secondary education is free, except in 
* a few High schools in the capital cities, and some towns, 
and even in these schools, only about 33 per cent of the 

boys pay fees, and the rest are free scholars. Liberal 
scholarships have been provided to encourage education. 

In addition to this, special grants are included in the 

+ budget every year for scholarships to pupils belonging 
to éducationally backward or poorer communities: 
Special scholarships have also been ear-marked for stu- 
dénts, from the frontier districts, who read in che high 
schools or the college at Srinagar, and for girl students 
reading in colleges within the Stare-or outside. Since 

* 1925, the number of pupils in Government and aided 
educational institutions had increased from 44,601 by 
about If per cent., to over 1,14,086; the number of 

the institutions from 706, by over 150 per cent:, to 1770; 
and the expenditure on education from Rs, 10-75 

; lakhs, by about 300 per cent., to over 50 lakhs, Al- 
though the pace of education had thus been accelerated. 
much still obviously remains to be done: but Govern- 
ment are quite alive to their responsibilities in the matter. 
Following the publication of the report of the Basic 

_ Education Committee (popularly known as the Wardha 
Committee), Government appointed an Educational 
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Keorganisation Committee under the presidentship of 
the Director of Education, to examine the suitability and 
adequacy of the existing system of primary and scond- 
ary education, and make recommendations for ita im- 
provement. The new schemes recommended by the 

“ommittee include besides acceleration of che pace of 


educational expansion at the primary stage, (1) the 


organisation of adult education, and ) the in :- 
tion of Basic education in which craft teaching and 
book learning are closely integrated, In pursuance of 
the scheme for the introduction of basic education a 
number of ordinary Prin schools were converted 


rimary : 
into basic schools, and the number of such schools is: 


now nearly one hundred, | 

The drive against illiteracy was met with a large 
measure of success, There were over 4,250 adult lite 
racy centres, and about 62,000 adults were being made 
literate. Over 23,000 were granted literacy certificates. 
Of these 1,851 were women, Over 380 adult libraries 
had been opened, of which 30) are located in rural 
areas. Adult primers and readers are now printed in 
Bodhi script, in addition to Urdu, Devanagri and Gur- 
mmukhi scripts. The Teachers’ Training School 
modelled on the lines envisaged in the Re or ganisatio 
Commuttce's Report, was started at Srinagar in October 
1938, and the teachers trained in this school are posted 
in the Basic schools converted fram the ordinary Prj- 
mary schools. The Budget for 1942-43 provided for 
the establishment of two Teacher's Training Schools for 
‘women, conversion of 30 Primary schools nita Basic 
schools, addition of 70 new Primary schools for bows, 
appointment of more teachers for Basic schools and 
Single teacher schools, and raming the status of a number 











of Primary and Middle schools. Simple Urdu (or _ 
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Hindustani) has been made the medium of instruction 
for children in schools, and they have che option af 
adopting the Devanagri or the Persian script; and simple 
Urdu is being evolved for text-books with the aid of 
experts, and a vocabulary with this object has been duly 
promulgated by the State. i 
His Highness’s Government recognise that a liberal 
educational policy is an: inevitable corollary in political 
reform. The pace of education had been considerably 
accelerated of recent years, and there are now more 
than 1,00,000 pupils in the various schools and colleges 
* —nearly 40 per cent, of the male population of school- 
going age. Pre-university education is practically free. 
A fairly large proportion of Muslims is to be ‘found 
in the primary schools, but in higher education they are 
still greatly out-distanced by the Hindus. As in India, 
fe Benerally, the pre sortion of p pils who rake secondary 
education is very ohare a third of the number 
of boys in primary schools. In fact, Kashmir noust 
already be facing the problem of unemployment among 
the educated classes, which is such a blight on social life 
in British India, and in some of the States—e.g., Mysore 
¢ and Travancore, where education is even more advanced 
than in British India. An interesting experiment in 
adult education is being tried out in Kashmir which, 
in course of time, should greatly increase the standard 
, Of literacy, Ie consists in setting up what is called 
? adult literacy centres at which instruction ix given to 
adults. A scheme of technical education has been ini- 
tiated, bur has not gone very far. There should be 
considerable scope for such training, especially ae Sei- 
nagar, where there is a large community of hereditary 
craftsmen, who should be ape pupils in scquiring 
4, technique of modern industry, if given the of 
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The chief languages in use in the State are Kash- 
miri, Dogri, and Punjabi. Hindustani is the language 
most comm used as subsidiary for conversation 
between che different elements of the population, having 
a different mother-tongue: English is spoken well by 





script. a”, the old script of Kashmir, has long 
since fallen into disuse. To meet the demands of the 
twO main communities, the State Government issued 
orders, in 1940, that the common mediom of instruc- 
ion in schools, in future, would be “simple Urdu” (or 
Hindustani); and that the Persian and Dewanagri scripts 
would both be taught and used. Students have thus 
been given the option of choosing either of the two 
scripts for reading and writing; and students in schools 
will now be ite either in Perstan or the Devanagri 
script, at their option, instead of only one script, Persian, 
which was compulsory till 1940, 
VIL. Economic Devetormenr aNnp ELec- 
TRIC SUPPLY 


Kashmir possesses great natural resources; ar 
Present, only partially developed. ‘The population is 
mainly rural, and depends almost entirely on agricultural 
and pastoral activities for its subsistence. There are 
subsidiary occupations in the villages, such as weaving 
of cloth, the rearing of silk-worms, silk-weaving, and 
bee-keeping, which add to the peasant'’s income. A 
great deal of fruit of high quality is grown and ex- 
ported. The most important of the major industries 
are silk-weaving, the manufacture of carpets, -wood- 
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carving and the making of furniture, and the produc- 
tion of silver. and brassware. Foreign trade averages 


pant is defective communications, The nerve centre 
of the economic life of the country, Srinagar, with its 


are kept in good repair, and there is very heavy motor 
trafhie; the lorry is ousting the bullock cart. Progress in 
the economic sphere must indeed depend mainly on the 
linking of Srinagar with the Indian railway system, 
There are people, Indian and British, who think it would 
be vandalism to build a railway into the Kashmir valley, 
and so expose it to the invasion of all and sundry, and 
perhaps to modern industrialism in its more repellent 
aspect. But one muy be sure that the question will be 
examined carefully with a view not only to the interests 
of the State, but of India generally. Kashmir has 
in its rivers great posdbilities of prod cing electricity 
¢ by the use of water power. Cheay power would be 
4 great stimulus to industry; broughe into the villages 
it would promote cottage industries, specially the 
weaving of woollens and carpets, Should a railway be 
built cheap electric power could be used for rock- 
; drilling, and for providing motive power of comple- 
tion of the enterprise, At present electric development 
had not gone very far. There is a hydro-electric: ins- 
tallation on the Jhelum, set up more than: thirty years 
ago, and probably out of date. Roughly 18 to 20 
million units a year is generated, which is less than a 
4, month’s output in Mysore. 
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A Report, lacely issued, which is of great interest, 
is that on Rural. Development (1937-41). It shows 
that work was-started after careful survey by trained 
hands, with a Government subsidy of Rs. 40,000 per 
year, which has been increased to one lakh. The work 
in. the construction of roads, culverts, and 
bridges, sinking of wells, and building of latrines; and 
over six lakhs have been spent on these. Revival of 
village industries, visual education by propaganda yan, 
and magic lantern lectures, organising anti-malaria and 
other forms of health campaigns, providing recreational 
facilities to thé village folks, forming village librarics, 
increasing the supply of fresh water and thuc decreasing 
the spread of water-borne diseases, these are some of 
the main lines of activiry of the department. The 
Report states that the “villagers concerned contribute 
their share towards the cost of an ordinary important 
scheme”, and thug self-help is stimulated. The pan- 
hayet system has also been re-organised and is work- 
ing satisfactorily, The members of the panchayet decide 
petty civil and criminal cases; co-operate with Govern- 
ment in rural reconstruction, in the improvement af 
village canitation, and w forth, 





TX. Menreat Facrrnes 


A well-equipped Medical Department, with a seaff 
possessing modical, surgical, public health, opthalmic, and 
other qualifications, renders medical aid to the people. 
In recent years, several elie doctors were domuted 
for higher training, in different branches of medicine 
and surgery, to British Universities; and the medical staff 






today includes doctors with high specialised and general 


yi 
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qualifications. The number of civil hospitals and dis- 
pensaries, wholly maintained by che Government, 18 
93, Besides there are + Mission hospitals, which receive 
aid from Government. A grant-in-aid was also sanc- 
tioned by the Government in favour of the Kashmir 
National Hospital and Maternity Home, at Srinagar. 
To supplement the existing arrangements of providing 
medical relief to people, the Government have under- 
taken the appointment of subsidized practigoners in 
rural areas. 


XX. Imeroven AMENITIES 


Telegraph, telephone and wireless services had also 
been developed in recent years, and all important places: 
had been linked up. There are two wireless radio 
‘stations, one at Jammu Cantonment, and the other at 
Wigaliers. Water supply in the cities of Srinagar and 
Jammu had been considerably improved, and old pipes 
had been replaced by new ones, In the remote pars 
of the Jammu Province where there is scarcity of whacer, 
efforts had been made to supply drinking water by 
means of tanks, wells, and pipes. Whero spring water, 
and other natural sources of supply, are available, satis- 
factory arrangements for drinking water had been: 
made. MTabis wells iad been conscrocced steewntal places 
and water supply schemes for a number of localities 
were under consideration 









XI. Se ous ACTIVITIES 


There is same political eld in the State for which 
such organisations as the National Con cc Party 
ee Muslims), the local branches. of the Indian 
Reason trae, Anmeicpee and the Muslim League, are mainly 
le. The National Conference recently pur 
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forward a claim wo responsible government. A detailed 
account of political mstitutions tn the State, and their 
actrvitics, is given in a book, called Inside Kashotir, the 
| ace of. which—Pandit Prem Nath Baray—is 2 well 

known publicist, and the editor of a leading daily in 
Hindustani, issued from Srinagar. The State authorities 
are now in touch with the working of these political 
organisations; and there is no reason to apprehend that 
they will again be taken unawares, as they were at the 
mane oF te ee eens oe in 1931, 

re are about fifty newspapers and periodicals 
in. the Jammu-Kashmir State and its dependencies, Of | 
these by far the larger number are issued in Hindustani 
(Urdu). Except ont—a Woman’s journal in Hindi— 
all the periodical publications in Jammu are issued in 
aS Kashmir but sya weeklies are published 
in at Srinagar, an rest in Urdu, of which 
the nationalist daily (Hemdard) is the best known out- 
side the State. The English weeklies are the Chronicle, 
the Sentinel, and the Tires, 





THE CHARACTER OF THE KASHMIRIS 


The population of Kashmir consists of over 90 per 
cent of Muslims, and less than 10 per cent of Hindus— 
the latter almost entirely Brahmins, The Kashmiri 
Brahmins—though numerically a very small minority 
—possess a much higher standard tn. liestice than any 
other in the State. This fact gives it an importance out 
of all proportion to its comparatively small number, 
but though they still predominate in the civil admini- 
tration of the State—just as the Dogra Rajpuss of 
Jammu do in the military services—their number 
tlawly decreasing in the civil services, duc to the new 
State policy of encouraging fairly qualified Muslims. 
By reason, however, of their high incellectualicy, keen 
intelligence, and general aptitude for administrative and 
professional work, they still occupy a very prominent 
position in the State polity. Amongst those whos 
families had settled down for generations in British 
India, several had attained great distinction in the legal 
profession, and in public life. The first Indian, who 
was privileged to occupy a sear on the Bench of the 
highest British-Indian judicial tribunal, was Mr. Justice 
Shambhu Nath Pandit, in the Calcutta High Court; 
while amongst great political leaders—though belong- 
ing to different schools of thought and different spheres 
of public activities—the names of Pandit Motilal Nehru, 
his son Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, and of the Rt. Hon'ble 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, are well known not only through- 
.out India, but also in foreign lands. The Kashmiri 
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Brahmins in British India have als played a prominent 


played 
part in the development of Indo-Persian and Urdu litera- 


tures—Days Shankar “Naseem” and Braj Narayan 
Chakbast being well-known Urdu poets, while Rataa 
Nath “‘Sarshar", being, so to say, the originator of the 
Urdu novel. During the earlier period, when Persian 
was in vogue, Chandra Bhan “Brahman” was an emi- 
ment poet in thar languaec, 

Of the vast bulk of the people—who are now 
Muslims—Capt. R. G. Wreford, the author of the Report 
of the latest Census, of 1941, writes as follows:—"There 
is DO Occasion to say much about the Kashmiri Muslims, 
ti spite of their numerical importatice. They have 
lived in Kashmir since ancient times, and pr : 
to their conversion to Islam (from the early fourteenth 
century dmwards) were a part of the resident 
Hindu population of Kashmir", Of their charactor, 
Sir John Strachey, in his famous work, called India: 
Its: Administration and Progrest, recorded his views in 
these terms: “I have spoken of the ureat difference 
between the various countries and peoples of these moun- 
tains, (the Flimalayas). A remarkable illustration ix 
seen in the contrast beeween the states on the eastern 
and western extremities of the Indian Himalaya. There 
are no braver soldiers than the little Gurkhas of Nepal, 
and few greater cowards than the stalwart Muham.- 
madans of Kashmir." Though this was written in the 
eighties of the nineteenth century, the face thar Kash. 
miris are not yet recruited for the Army confirms the 
impression that in the opinion of the Stare authorities, 
they still continue to be a non-martial race, That 
theory, however, having now been discarded jn the rest 
of India, it isto be hoped that the ban against the 
recruitment of the Kashmiris may soon be removed. 
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For the rest, the following extracts from the “Kash- 
mir Volume” of The Imperial Gazetteer of Indie give 
4 correct description of the Kashmiris, and their reli- 
gious notions and pracuces:—"“Islam came im on a 
strong wave, and history records that the Kashmiris 
became Musalmans; But close observers of the country 
gee that the so-called Muszalmians are still Hindu at heart. 
Their shrines are on the exact spots where the old Hinds 
sihans stood, The Kashmiris do not flack. to Mecca, 
and religious men from Arabia have spoken in i 
terms of the apathy of these repid Minalmans. 
all the vicissitudes of government, and changes in en 
gion, the Kashmiris have reinained un-altered. Mughal, 
Afghan, Sikh, and. Dogra, have left no impression on 
their national character; and at heart the people of the 
valley are Hindus, as they were before the time of 
Sikandar Shah. The solation (of Kashmir) from the: 
outer world accounts for this stable un-changing 
nationality, and passages in the Rajatarangini show that 
the main features of the national character were the 
same in the early period of Hindu rule as they are now.” 
While this is, on the whole, Duar sie lhniparie thane 
ment = oF the Kashmiri ecaera character, mugion te: 
men , fecent events an ts show chat, 
like all things in this shee sores slowly but 
imperceptibly changing under the stress of modern in- 
fluences. Perhaps no foreigner had greater opporcunitics 
of studying the character of the people of Kashmir than 
the late Sir Walter Lawrence, who was for years the 
Settlement € mn ‘of the Stare, and in that ex 











, dvantageous - amassed useful 
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in his famous and 


., authoritative work, called The Valley of Kashmir. In 
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this book he deals at great length with the character of 
Kashmiris. Ic is not possible to reproduce the ‘whole 
of his dissertation on the subject, but I reprint below 
some extracts from it, which may profitably be studied 
by the visitor to Kashmir. 

Write: Sir Walter:-—"Ie is not reasonable to look 
for virtues among an oppressed people, nor it is fair 
to descant on their vices. When one has been for some 
years living in the villages, and seeing the Kashmiris as 
they are, one cannot help feeling pity for their lot, and 
being a little blind to their faults. I would add, how- 
ever, that many of the opinions regarding the Kashmiris 
are based on observations of the Srinagar people, and the 
boatmen, and that the principle ex xno disce omenes is 
Often at the bottom of the wholesale condemnation of 
the people of the valley." The writer then proceeds 
as follows: —“The Kashmiri can turn his hand to any- 
thing. He is an excellent cultivator, He is 4 good 
gardener, and has a considerable knowledge of horti- 
culture. He can weave excellent woollen cloth, and 
can make first-rate baskets. He can build himself 3 
house, can make his own sandals, and makes his own 
ropes, There is scarcely a thing which he cannot do, 
and he understands profit and loss, and does not often 
make a bad bargain. In his home life the Kashmiri 
cultivator is at his best. He is kind to his wife and 
children, and one rarely hears of divorce scandals, or im- 
morality among the villagers. A woman who has be- 
haved badly is a marked character in the country, and 
public opinion is always against her. The husband 
sometimes chastises his wife, and the men talk somewhat 
eeeenlly of the necessity for maintaining discipline 
in their ho 


uses. But at a matter of fact the wife, both. 
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in Musalman and Hindu houses, is all-powerful, and 
I believe that, 23 a rule, the Kashmiri lives in awe of his 
consort. The Kashmiri wife is 2 real helpmate, and 
jOInr interests give rise to a camaraderie between man 
and wife, which is very healthy.” He concludes:— 
"Tt is difficult to describe 2 people's character. I would, 
however, add thar the Kashmiris possess an individuality 
and national character which will cling to them where- 
ever they go. I have seen men who have returned to 
Kashmir, whose ancestors left the country two or three 
generations ago. Their dress was changed, and their 
manners had changed, yet they retained unmistakable 
agns of a Kashmir origin, and their ways of thought 
and of speech showed their descent, The Kashmiris 
are fond of their own country, its food, its water, and | 
its: dress, and, though oppression has driven them out 
of the valley, many have come back and all are loth to 
leave. The Kashmiri proverb, (which means that “s 
bird is content when it is on its own branch’) is often 
quoted by a Kashmiri when the advantages of service 
in the Punjab are pointed out to him. Finally, though 
, the character of Kashmiris leaves much to be desired, 
* T chink that it is to their credit that it is not worse, COn- 
sidering the few chances they have had for becoming 
truthful, manly, and self-respecting. The word bscat 
is often on their lips, and they deplore the fact that 





é they have no honour in the eyes of their rulers, or of 


their fellows. iA aisha all ches: bs eeaatic baal aati 
ARSE elit lr rag 2 Recancaeagt soon ceases to 
respect himself and his fellowmen, and it is useless to 
look for the virtues of a free people among the Kash- 
miris, and unfair to twit them with the absence of such 


‘gvirtues. The Kashmiri is what his rulers have made 


i" 
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him, but | believe andl hope that two generations of a 
just and strong rule will transform him into a useful, 
intelligent and fairly honest man.” 
TH 

Jc is half a century since Sir Walter Lawrence 
depicted the character of the Kashmiris in his book 
mentioned above, which was published in 1895, and 
from. which I have made some extracts. Two years 


later, 1 paid my first visit to the Valley, and traversed 


it from end to end. Since then I have paid frequent 
vite to Kashmir, the last being in 1941. As the result 
of my many visits—nor only to Srinagar, but also to 


the villages in the main valley and its side-valleys—L 
_tndorse the hopeful view expressed by Sir Walter Law- 


rence that the years that have passed, since he wrote, have 
wrought an appreciable improvement in the character 


af the Kashmiris, Though it is perfectly true that 


nothing changes so slowly as 2 people's character, never- 
theless it can safely be asserted that the resule of “two 
generations of a just and strong rule’ has already 
transformed the Kashmiri “into 2 useful, imtelligent, 
and fairly honest man.” The amelioration in the con- 
dition of the peasantry, which resulted from the 


by Government of the recommendations 
ceed eels ammissioner in matters a¢ranan, 





had led to an improvement in the character of the 
people, who had thereby become appreciately self. 
reliant. The ‘recent measures taken by the State for 
the protection of the peasant against the usorer, the 
fixing of maximum rates of interest, and the preven- 
tion of the transfer of agricultural land to non- 
-agriculturists, have all tended in the same direction, and 


dy there is a distinct improvement in his character... 


THE ARCHITECTURAL MONUMENTS OF 


"Ancient India has nothing more worthy of its 
early civilization than the grand remains in Kashrnir; 
the massive, the grotesque, the elegant, in architecrure, 
may be admired in many parts of India, but nowhere 

r there is to be seen the counterpart of the classicall grace- 
ful, yet symmetrically massive, edifices of kaskotie 
which, though inferior to Palmyra or Persepolis in 
stateliness, are in beauty of position so immensely superior 
to wither’—wrore a qualified European critic, There 

~« af¢ in Kashmir splendid and wonderful ruins, of cur 
lime-stone, dating from the third to the eighth century, 
to demonstrate that the ancient Kashmiris were great 
architects, and produced a beautiful and impressive 
style distinct from the Buddhist and Hindu architecture 
of other parts of India. Ir betrays, to some extent, 
/ Greek influence in its pediments, and its fluted columns 
with base-shaft, and capital, But the pillars were 
spaced further apart than in Greek architecrure, the 
pediments ts pitches higher, and the temples crowned with 
pyramidal roofs tapering to a single lorus blossam, with 
interior walla enriched with deep reliefs, In recent 
€ oe much excavation and restoration have been carried 
out, and the results had been carefully recorded and 
iT eyed, in 1933, by Mr. Ram Chandra Kak, in his 
tllent work, Ancient Monuments of Kashmir. This 
comprehensive and uswful book cba be kept handy 
by all visitors to Kashmir, in tel 
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archaeological monuments, 
The best preserved of these stine temples are at 
Awantipura and Martand, both within easy distance 


oft Srimagar. For a veneral sketch of the chief temples, 


‘one cannot do better than quote from the limunous 
article on the Architecture of Kashmir, by the late Mr. 
T. S. Growse, which brings into prominent relief their 


striking features. As he put it:—“Owing to the great 


thickiness of the walls, the massiveness of the plinth 
upon which the temples are raised, the exterior propor- 
hons are much more imposing than would be expected 
from the insignificant interior, Though lest suggestive 
of Greek influence than the detached pillars of the 
colonnades, the pilasters, with their definitely propar- 
tioned base-shaft and capital, the square architraves of 
the doorways, and the triangular pediments that sur- 
mount them, bur still more che chastened simplicity of 


outline and the just subordination of merely decorative 
derails, are at a glance seen to be classic rather than 


oriental. Beyond the points above enumerated, the 


resemblance ceases; the porches are curved into a bald 


trefoiled arch of similar character with English Gothic 
of the first pointed period, and the ‘roof, instead of being 
flat‘and out-of-ight, is a high pitched pyramid, broken, 


however, into two compartments by a horizontal band 


carved with dentils and triglyphs. In short, the adap 
tation of classic forma was complete just so far as the 
differences of climate and the conventionalities of reli- 
gion’ allowed; hence. the roof became a prominent 


feature in the design,” 


II 


Marwan has perhaps the oldest monument in 
Kathmir, containing the only remains of ity kind in- 
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. Shankrayacharya Temple 
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India. A temple and some tablets—built in the first or 
sccond century—have been unearthed here, which date 
the monument as belonging to the Kushan period, when 
‘Kashmir was. closely connected with Central Asta, The 
remains are situated only a few furlongs below the 
water reservoir at Hlarwan, which ts. close to Srinagar, 
and: well deserve a visit for their great historic interest. 
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moulded plinth and appears by 2 shore flight of 
headed niches and is sutmounted by « high triangular 
pediment reaching to the apex of the roof with a tre- 
foiled tympanum. This is perhaps the earliest perfect 
«. specimen of a Kashmir cok dl glares from the fifch 
oh 
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or the sixth century of the Christian era, 

_ _ The little shrine at Payech—on the Srinagar-Khana- 
bal motor road—comes next in point of antiquity, and 
in intrinsic beauty and elegance of outline is far superior 
cella, which is only eight feet square, and has an open 
doorway on each of the four sides, is composed of only 





ten stones, the four corners being each a single stone, 
the sculptured tympanums over the doorways of four 

#s, while two more compose the pyramidal roof, 
the lower of these being an enormous mass eight feet 
square by four feet in height, It has been ascribed by 
General Cunningham to King Narendraditya, 

Of somewhat later date are the temples at Wangat, 
in two groups, up the Liddar valley, at the distance of 
a few hundred yards from each other, and consisting: 
respectively of six and eleven distinct buildings. In 
¢lose proximity isa sacred spring called Nagbal, and by 
it the footpath leads up the heights of Haramuck to 
the mountain lake of Gangabal, a celebrated place of 
pilgrimage. The fuxuriant forest growth had over- 
thrown and buried almost completely several of the 
smaller temples, while on summit of the largest a tall 
pine had takiny root, The architecture is of y slightly 
more advanced type than at Payech, the most striking 
feature being the bold projection and lofty trefoiled 
arches of the lateral. 

Of very ‘similar character, but in more perfect 
preservation, is the os at Bhaniyar, which stands 
on the very edge of the high road leading from Rawal- 
pen to Srinagar. The actual shrine is a cella of larger 

mensions than usual, being 1314 feet square in the 
interior, with walls 61% feet thick. supe on a 
basement, 4 feet square, of singularly noble proportions. ; 
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It is the earliest example that still retains its original 
nelosure, a cloistered quadrangle measuring 145 

by 120 feet. Though the final touches of the chisel 
have been effaced by tume, the colonnade is in other 
respects almost perfect. The wall is pierced by a sertes 
of pedimented and trefoiled arches forming shallow 
recesses for the accommodation of priests and pilgrims. 
The celebrated temple of Martand ts of far more 


imposing dimensions than any other existing example. 
It alone in addition to the cella, sancruasry, 


choir and nave, ‘The nave is 18 feet square, and the 
toral leneth of the building is 63 feet. The sanctuary 
lane is left entirely bare, the two other compartments 
are lined with rich panelling and sculptured niches, The 
roof has been completely removed, and lies in vast 
masses round the wall of the buildings; it is cal ted 
thar the height cannot have been less than 76 feet. The 
western entrance, approached by a wide flight of steps, 
now encumbered with ruins, is surmounted by a magni- 
ficent trefoiled arch, and flanked by two side chapels, 
one connected with the nave by the extension of their 
roof over the narrow intervening passage, On the other 
sides of the ae are similar arches with closed door- 
ways below. The pillared quadrangle, which is 200 by 
142 feet in dimension, varies in no essential point from 
thar ac Bhaniyar, but the carving is rather more ela- 
borate. There are in all eighty-four colonnade as dis- 
tinctly recorded in the Rajataramgini as the work of 
the famous King Lalitadirya, who reigned trom 699. to 
735. From the same authority we gather that the 
temple itself was built by Ramaditya, who proba 

died in the first half of she fifth century after Christ. 
Standing on a fine bluff, two to three haisiared feet above 


> the valley, it commands an extensive and beautiful view 
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of the Kashmir: valley:— 


‘On slope of vast and undulating plain 
an sober solitude, of noble art, 
ancient ruins of Martand remain 
‘Bulls for Sun-worship once. Has the true pare 
Of thy. prone columns faded like a dream? 
Engirdled by tho everlasting hills, 
© Temple of the Sun! His radumrt beam 
Whames this broken altar, and enill fills 
These shattered halls ac dawn with. his cleir light, 
‘Though human hands miy no more loving tend. 
The Sun's pure glory is God symbol bright,. 
Thus thy great destiny can never end: 
Suill eloquent of prayers, though stones decay 
And forms of ancient creedy have passed away. 
From “The Ruined Temple of Martand” in Mra 
. Perey Brown’ Chunar Leaves, 


On the right bank of the Jhelum, about half-way 
between the towns of the Srinagar and Anantnag 
(Islamabad) stood the capital of ‘the famous King 
Avanti Verma, called after his name ax Avantipur. 
His reign extended from the year 8/8 to 883. The 
gateways of both are standing and the colonnade of 
the smaller temple. The style corresponds with that of 
the Murtand quadrangle; but the semi-attached pillars 
of the arched recesses are enriched with claborare cary- 

of very varied character, while the large detached 

arc somewhat less elegantly proportioned. 

They pow a wealth of tae unparalleled in Kashmir, 

Varma, who succeeded Avanti Varma and 
reigned from 883 to 901, dedicated to Mahadeva two 
temples at his capital, now identified with the modern 
Pattan, where twa stately temples are still standing, Fach 
isa simple cella; but in the larger one the side porches 4re 





so deep as to constitute separate chambers, In borh the a 
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architecture is of the same character as at Martand, and 
of equal excellence. Here and there the carving is sharp 
and fresh, but che lirger One was much injured by the 
earthquake of 1885. 

The temple of Pandrethan is, next to Martand, the 
best known of all, in consequence of its close proximity 
to the capital, The domed roof is well worth inspection, 
being covered with sculpture of such purely classic design 

that an uninitiated person, who saw a copy of it on paper, 
would at once take it for a sketch from a 3reck or Roman 
original, The temple is 18 feet square, with a projecting 
portico on cach hate and displays a confused exuberance 
of decoration, more jally the repetition of pediment 
i teeta clear indications of a lacer date, Te was 
ed by a Minin of King Partha, who governed 
Kashmir 913 to 921. 
Pandrethan"s shrine farewell: Thy atenes are falling 
And totter to a final, md decay: 
Whar echoes of heart's worship here are calling! 
What visions of thy early mystic sway! 
From “Pandrethan” in Mrs Percy Brown's 
Chenar Leaves, 
: Part-Mahal (“the place of fairies") is a massive 
building, now im ruins, standing on the side of the 
mountain on the southern side of the Dal lake, which 
was erected in the Moghal time for astronomical obser- 
wations, It has a garden attached to it, with six terraces. 
The retaining wall is aeons with a series of arches, 


i aecd fe teasd detnad callin 





“Peri Manal!” sits o0 romance name 
BRettowed by folk-lore on thi ancient pile 
Above the Dal lake's shore: 

peas hoar remains, its ead stern brow 


O'erhingr the shining lake in frowning gloom 
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Deserted—hbtooding lone—it’s mystic doom! 
Til fleet lest spell mahgn befall me now 
From “Perr Mahal" (The Fairies’ Palace) in Mr. 
Perey Brown's Chesar Lesvet. 


Taper (22 miles from Srinagar, and 4 miles from 
Patan, on the Srinagar-Rawalpindi road) has the ruins 
of an old remple, discovered in September, 1942, in the 
course of the excavations carried our by the Archaeo- 





logical Department of the State. The temple appears 00 


have been built in the 13th century, and dedicated to 
Vishnu. Some of the stones among the finds bear inserip— 
tions in the old Shards: script—giving the name of the 
architect, and the time when it wat built. The base of 
the temple, its court-yard, and the plinth of the enclosure 
wall, have been exposed till now. The temple is a square, 
the base of its sides being about 60 feet. It is & feet 
high from the level of the court-yard, and its walls are 
four feet thick. It is thus massively built of stone, bot 
the dressing is simple. A number of interesting anti- 
quarian remains also have been unearthed in the course 
of the excavations (which are still in progress), ax also 
0me stone inscriptions, inscribed in Sharda character, 


which throw interesting sidelights on its construction, — 
From Sir Aurel Stein's annotated trandlation of Kal- 


hana's Rajafarangini, it seems that Taper 1 is the ancient 


Prarapa town. built Prata aditya IT, ar me 
tapapura, 3 by er 


beginning of the 8th century, 


silent about the construction of this temple by Brerecet 4a) 


ditya, the Persian historian, Hasan, clearly says (in his 
Tarékh) thar the temple at Taper waa built by Pratapa- 
ditya IT, that it-was destroyed by Sikandar “Butshikan”, 
and that its material was used by Zain-ul-Abdin  his'son, 
in constructing an embankment. 





Lastly, the three charts which appear in Mr. R. oe 





| Al Taper the roine ofan ald Temple 
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A ttater view of the raina af Taper 


z= 


{ 7 ) 


Rak’s book pe above), and which usefully 
supplement the snformation, are appended to this 
chapter for convenience of re reference, 


MONUMENTS IN sigh AND ITS ‘VICINITY 
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MONUMENTS ABOVE SRINAGAR 
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KASHMIR'S GREATEST INDUSTRY: TOURIST 
TRAFFIC 


“For the tourist trathe Kashmir is an ideal country. 
ft can well become the playground not only of India but 
of Asia. There is no reason why the tourist traffic 
should not be developed as a part of a general scheme 
of all-round development"”—s9 wrote Mr. Jawaharlal 
Nehru, after his return from a visit. to Kashmir, in 
1940. And he was far from wrong, as not much has 
been done till now to foster and encourage Kashmir’s 
most valuable industry, the entertainment of visitors, in 
spite of the fact thar the greatest aset that Nature has 
given to the valley is its unrivalled position, and its 
world-wide reputation, as a holiday ground, Kashmir 
has often been compared with Switzerland, In face, 
one of the favourite slogans on the ash-trays in the 


Festaurant cars on some of the Indian » St 








made in favour of that justly famous and rae 
picturesque valley, 

But what does the Stare do to attract visitors? 
Some ‘cavilling critics assert that their attitude is one 
of complacent neutrality. “We cannot prevent your 
coming”, they seem to say, “but if you do come. it js at 
your risk, and you must not expect the Stare-to do much 
for you,” As for doing anything to advertise the 
country, these critics hold that the official point of view 


is that the cliarms and beauty of Kashmir are so worldy : 


"Visit Kashmir, the Switzerland of the East.” Ther 
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. 
famed that no Government assistance iy necessary to 
make them better known. Such advertisement as the 
State obtains, it receives gratuitously through the ini- 
tiative of the railways, which having, by means of 
alluring posters, induced travellers to use their services 
* as far as Rawalpindi, or Jammu, receive no further 
as attractive to the visitors as they weil might have 
done. While there may be some force in such carping 
criticum, a perae of the following pages would show 
that much has been done lately by the State in =x- 
» Panding and ministering to courist traffic, though much 
more yet remains to be done. 


The alternative Banihal routre—which takes off from 

~ the Jammu end of a branch line (of the North-Western 
Railway) from Wazirabad—invalves the crossing of a 
pats 9,000 feet high, and is thus not so popular as the 
route from Rawalpindi, which is used by the mails, and 
has well-organised transport services for travellers. 
Moreover, even if the State suceceds in keeping open 
/the Banihal route throughour the year, not many 
travellers will undertake the journey except through 
dire mecessity, ay ac times there is the danger of being 
snowed wp on the pass. The third route via Abbotta- 
bad is an all-season route, and deserves to be better 


The drive up the Jhelum valley route, and 
A Jammu-Banihal road, carries the 


€ven more so by 2 
traveller past the most rugged and picturesque scenery 
in the world, by some of its highest mountains and 
finest views. Only in carly April and August when 
1 gain falls heavily, is there some trouble with ps 
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‘or breached roads; otherwise, the danger to be appre- 
hended from falling rocks is infinitesimally small, and 
one may reasonably count upon a safe journey by motor 
But if che tourist industry is. to be encouraged, one 

of the first essentials in attracting visitors to the country ~ 
is to provide easy access, and the three existing routes, 
when even all are functioning, are no more than suffi- 
cient. For cach of them serves its own purpose, 
Though the Banihal pass route provides a direct route 
for the down-country visitor from Jammu (the winter 
capital of the State), the Rawalpindi route is by far 
the most convenient for the traveller arriving by train 
from distant parts of India, being on the direct route 
to Peshawar: while the Abbotrabad route will always 
be used by visitors from the North-West Frontier 

Province, It is important for Kashmir to keep open ° 
all its means 6f communication, especially av it is from 
the use of its routes and roads that the State derives 
most of its direct income from the tourist trafhe, and 
from the fairly heavy road colls that are charged on 
each of these three routes. The number of visitors, 
4m 1942, was about thirty thousands; and the amount- 
of wealth brought into Kashmir by them had been 
roughly estimated to be no less than Rs. 80 lakhs This 
large sum, put into circulation, & of great economic 
importance to Kashmir; as many industries are supported 
by the visitors, and thousands of local inhabitancs 
depend almost entirely for their livelihood on a good 


visitor's season, 
TI. Frees asp License Crtances 


_ ‘The increas in road tolls, and in the fees of the 
ghats (moorings of house-boats), and camping sites, py 
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Srimagur, has not only raised the expense of the journey) 
to and travel in Kashmir, but ix a contriiititory cause 
of the high cost of living in the valley, The latter fact 
is-a nevessary corollary of the high customs duties on all 
imported necessarits of life. But it is not from direct 
receipts that the State would obtain’ the greatest benefit 
from an influx of visitors. On the contrary, it would 
pay, ia the fong run, to reduce the fees at present charged, 

and also the heavy customs duties an visitors’ imports. 
The high cost of shooting and fishing licences is un- 
doi y driving : enue) ta other Himalayan valleys, 
where almost equally good sport can be had at much 
lets cost. leoetisier4 increase in what and camp site 
rents, too, could hardly have helped to encourage visitors, 
and it would be to “oe ultimate benefit of the State to 
abolish them altogether, Every new visitor, or perma- 
nent resident, attracted to Kashmir, means added wealth 
to the State; more moncy spent, most of which stays in 
the country. And even if part of it—after all, it can 
be (im the nature of things} a small part—gots out to 
buy imported goods, the State still oh conee its 
customs, as goods even from British India are subject to 
a heavy tariff, which naturally entails great aia on 
visitors. Every new visitor, too, means more employ- 
ment, and the provision of new avenues of employment 
is a matter of considerable importance. Moreover, it is 
not only the towns-people who benefit from the visitors, 
for ir is essentially a country for touring, and 
provides ample facilities for che purpose; and visitors find 
their way to all corners of the valley, disbursing money 
to the villagers for transport, supplies and services. 


y Te is to the State's advantage to appoint officially 
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recognized agencies to deal with the visitors and co 
minister to ther comforts, Bur, above all, what is 
wanted, if Kashmur is vo obram the full benefice of the 
greatest gift that Nature has bestowed upon her—the 
unrivalled beaury of the country-side—is a declaration 
from its Government, which could best be made in the 
form of an attractively-produced advertising literature 
that the State welcomes visitors, and will do all in its 
power to help them, and to make them comfortable. 
Tf this were done, the time should mot be far distant 
when catering for the visicor’s needs and amusements 
will become the State's greatest industry, bringing pros- 
perity to the Kashmir State and people. Very few 
persons in India realize how very large incomes some 
countries on the Continent of Europe—and particularly 
Switverland—make on account of foreign vourists; in 4 
fact, the importance attached to this industry is so | 
great in modern times that some nations positively en- 
courage foreign tourists, provide them with the neces- 
sary facilities, and subsidise the industry in various ways. 
Booklets descriptive of Kashmir scenes and sights, pre- 
pared under the auspices of the State, should proyide 
the most serviceable yet interesting guides to visitors to. 
that country, which is still backward in such enterprise, 
agh something has been done of late in this diree- 
tion by the Kashmir Visitor’s Bureau, 
V. Tre Kasia Traveniex 4 


It is rather odd that so many people who go, yea: 
by year, to a fashionable hill-station never think of 
going to Kashmir instead, When one suggests to them 
that glorious land as the best place im the world for the. 
plain-wearied resident in Indis to recoup his health, and 

venjoy himself with pleasure and profit, they murmur PY 
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something abour “not being a millionaire” and thus rule 
it out of consideration, Of course, it wa fairly long 
and a bit trying journey to Srinagar, and a pretty expen- 
sive one too, but a trip to Kashmir, and sojourn there, 
do not, on the whole cost more than a stay of the 
same length at any of the fashionable hill-resorts in 
India. Living in Kashmir, even though prices have 
tien high, of late, ia still moderate, and the cost of the 
journey is easily balanced by the saving in daily expenses, 
provided one knows how co do it. In spite of the 
general rise in the cost of living in Kashmir, one of the 
many charms of a visit to is, if anly one knows the 
ropes, still lies in the comparatively small cost involved. 
True, Kashmir has ceased to be the classical land of 
cheap living, and the bazaar expenses are about equal 
to these in a fashionable hill-station, bur milk, butter, 


eggs, meat, poultry, fruits and vegetables are all i 


appreciably better and cheaper; only stores are ra 
expensive, because of the heavy customs duties 
Travelling also in Kashmir, although dearer than 
formerly, is still fairly cheap, On the whole, the cost 
of living and travelling is a trifle cheaper than staying 


at a fashionable hill-sration; and by making excursions, 


with organisation and economy, a trip to Kashmir (in- 
cluding dll travelling expenses) should cost less than a 
stay of the same period at a hotel ac a fashionable Indian 
hill-resort—not, of course, from the point of view of 
the wealthy globe-trotter, but of people bent on getting 
Sree aie of enjoyment for the lowest reasonable 
outlay, 

The greatest advantage, which the Kashmir traveller 
possesses over residents at hill-stations, is in his being 
able to command, at his choice, the advantages of an 


ye immense variety, not only of scenery bur also of climate, 
) is 
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Even at the largest hill-stations one is confined to a 
range of not more than one thousind feet in altitude, 
‘or an ambit of a few miles, for residential purposes; 
while the State of Jammu-Kashmir js absolutely the 
largest in area amongst the territories ruled by Indian 
chiefs. The State thus possesses a unique position and 
Importance, but for none more so than the "Kashmir 
__ To sum up: Kashmir jg, in Bernier’s words, “the 
Paradise of India.” The scenery is super) and the 
climate for the greater part of the year, perfect. Living 
is cheap; servants can be maintained on the same lavish 
scale-as on the plains in India: and ‘the society now at 
Srinagar is not only of that of high officials fcivil and 
military) but of a large number of well-educated Indians, 
Permanent residents ysually live in houses, situated jn 
charming gardens, and visitors in house-boats, which in 
aze and luxury rival their sisters on the Thames. Life 
is; in fact, one long “Henley", and there are a hundred 
miles of river, and several exquisite lakes, to roam about 
all over, while the city of Srinagar is a maze of picture- 
ae waterways. The umbrageous chemar trees are the 
glory of the valley, and in che autumn are » mass af 
gold, constituting a unique spectacle and an unforget- 
table experience, 


¥ 


IMPROVEMENTS IN TOURIST AMENITIES 


ft is a matter of satisfaction that the State has larely 
turned its attention to the development and expansion 
of tourist traffic, and a programme for furnishing greater 
amenities to visitors, increasing the attractiveness of the 
places of interest to them, and improving Commumica- 
tions, had been; taken in hand. With this object the 
State had appointed a Tourist Planning Committee, and 
placed a sum of a lakh rupees at its disposal, During 
recente years the Committee had started a strenuous. 
campaign in advertising the charms of Kashmir; im- 
proved the accommodation at, and renovated the fur- 
niture of, several dak bungalows, and rest-houses, on 
the Banihal and other motor routes: converted the island 
between the two rivers at Pahaleam into a beautiful 
park, and also constructed there tennis courts and a 
parton) erected shelters on the islands in the Dal Lake: 
laid out a lovely park at Gagribal, at the foot of Shan- 
karacharya hill, at Srinagar, and put up. hikers’ hurs 
(sufhciently furnished) at several interesting places for 
the accommodation of tourists, A boufevard had been 
eamstructed at Srinagar, along the banks of the Dal 
lake, at Gagribal, which had added to the scenic beauty 
‘of the capital; and also provided a good, healthy pro- 
menade for morning and evening walks, and drive. A 
programme of providing more amenities two tourists 
increasing the attractiveness of places of interest and 


extending the roads to beauty spots which are nor easily 


- is being worked ove. Pahaleam (in the 
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Liddar Valley) is being developed into a regular hill 
station. The existing camping grounds have boen im- 
proved, and new ones provided. Facilities have been 
provided for anglers, The rules regarding fishing and 
shooting in the State had been liberalised, and mare and 
more licences are issued every year, The Committee 


have also constructed fair weather motorable roads 
from Kangan to Gagangir, and also from Patni-top to 


Santar, the latter now providing easy access to 2 new 


healeh-resort in the beautiful valley ar the cop of the 


Batote range; while at Achhabal and Keharnag they 


have acquired large areas for camping grotinds for 


WiSITOrS. , 
Improvements had been lately carried our to 


camping grounds at Kokarnag and Achhabal, and the 





pear grounds at Verinag. A second tourme-hut with 
ange accommodation, had been completed at Sanear, 
and the camping sites there are allowed to he now occu- 
pied rent free by visitors. A tea-shop has been estab- 
ished at Purni-top, to provide light refreshments to 
touristy and hikers, The Seicweytlins road to Sonamarg 
had been completed, .A number of development works 
were carried out at Pahalgam in the thape of roads, and 
sports facilities. With a view to opening more: hill- 
stations, and facilitating movement of visitors gene- 
rally, tourist huts are being constructed at Basohli, Bani, 
Roti, Mansar Lake, Dhagar and Samba, The foot-path 
from Basohli to Bhadarwah is being improved, and a 
fair-weather road constructed from Doda bridge to 
Doda town, There are also huts heing constructed for 
locating the tourist bureaus at Jammu, Suchetgarh and 
Domel., The Uri-Hajipur road, and the Tikri-Jangaleali 
road, in the Jammu Province, which are nearing com- 


a a 


_- 


pletion, and the Nawpora -Saidakadal road, the Pampore- at 
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Skopian road, the Anantnag-Vering road, the Pahalgam- 
Chandanwari road, and the Achhabal-Kokarnay road, 
in the Kashmir Province, are expected to be completed 
during the financial year 1943-44. 

This being the record of the Tourist Planning Com- 
mittee, it may be hoped that, in course of time, the 
amenitics of life not only at Srinagar, but also at other 
interesting and important places, will be substantially 
improved to the great advantage of visivors to Kashmir, 
Lastly, the State has now exempted from payment of 
‘customs duties all persenal goods of visitors (including 
radio sets, tents, golf clubs, photograph and cinemato- 
graph cameras), and also abolished posession tax on 
motor cars for all persons, While all this is to be appre- 
ciated, it would be of greac advantage to the State if 
it would not relax its policy to create more beauty spots, 
and open new camping sites, accessible to visitors at @ 
reatonable cost, as those more easily reached become 
over-crowded. ‘There are thus vast possibilities in 
Kashmir for the development of tourist traffic, and 
though much has been done, much yet remains to be 





matters affecting travel within the State. 





THE KASHMIR. VISITOR'S BUREAU 


“There is at present a Tourist Department but its 
sctivitics appear to be strictly limiced, and of the flat 
official variety. 1 could noc even get hold of simple 
guide-books of Kashmir, and some. descriptive accounts 
of the routes to, and in, Kashmir were so badly got up 
and printed that it was painful to refer to them. Even 
now possibly the only decent guides are those written 


a generation or more ago. The first job that the Tourist 


Department should take up is to produce cheap and 
simple guides, and folders, with full information about 
the ‘various routes. pp or across the valley"—so wrote 
Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, in 1940. The criticism ts now 
by no means tenable, though it is true that the Bureau 
could possibly have done a great deal more than what 
it has done so far. The success of publicity depart- 
ments in British India has, however, made the Koshinir 
State organise a similar venture which merits detailed 


‘notee. 
~ A full-fledged office (called “The Visitor's Bureau”) 
hat been set up, on the Bund, near the General Post 
Office at Srinagar, to advise travellers proeealy on all 
This f a 
well-conducted organization—with branches also ar 
Rawalpindi, Suchetgarh, Domel, Pahalgam, Gulmarg, 
Nagin Bagh, and Ganderbal during or season, for 
supplying information and liferature (issued by the 
Visitor’s Bureau) to acquaint tourists with the rules and 
regulations applicable to them during their stay, and 


oil 
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giving them necessary assistance and advice. It is pre- 
sided over by an official, vested. also with magisteria 
powers, and ¢alled the Director of Visitor's Bureau, who 
is assisted also by a Deputy Director. Existmg as it 
does for the benefit of the tourists, ic advises as to how 
to obtain servants, coolics, ponies (if you want to trek), 
and house-boats, settles disputes over money matters with 
traders, boat-men and servants, and gives the latest 
rates for coolies, mules, cars, tongas and other convey- 
ance. 
The activities of the Bureau are being expanded to 
4 greater extent in order to afford beteer facilities to 
wisitors to Kashmir, and every, possible assistance. 1 
afforded to the visitors to make their visit comfortable 
and enjoyable. One of the most important functions 
of the Bureay bemg to settle disputes between vintors 
and local tradesmen, it now keeps a “black” list of them, 
which is open to inspection by visitors at the Bureau. 
Since this system was introduced the number of com- 
plaints against cradesmen had decreased considerably. 
TThiss practically all information that a visitor to Rash- 
mir may require is available at the Visitor's Bureau. 
Here carrect data about current prices of provisions, 
rates of transport, conditions of roads, and of bridges 
on the high roads and streams, cost of licenses, big game 
blocks, approximate rate of house-boats and wages of 
servants, and the list of personal luggage and effects 
exempted from payment of customs duty when im- 
ported into the State, can be obtained, and the visitor 
is assured of a patient and sympathetic hearing by the 
courteous staff of the Visiror’s Bureau, | 

Apart from the activities mentioned. above, the 
Visitor's Burcau hat issued, for free distribution, some 
exeellent tourist literature. Its Notes for Visitors to 
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Smir, which is issued free, is a very useful manual, 
Bs is replete with sound and up-to-date practical in- 
formation. Besides this, copies of several illustrated 
folders—including thos called “Kashmir: Jewel of the 
North”, “Glorious Gulmarg”, “Nagin in Dal : 
“Pilgrimage to Shri Amar Nath Ji", “Banihal Curt 

Road", “Big Game Shooting in Kathmir", “Trout 
Fishing i in Kashmir”, and others, and also a "Tourists! 
Map", containing brief notes on cach place, are also 
distributed. The Nofer for Visitors is kept for free 
distribution with the prominent forwarding and clear- 
ing agents in British India, the Advertising and Publi- 
city Superintendents of the various railways, and with 
others, These very informative publications should be 
kept handy for reference by ‘ll visitors to Kashmir, 
There is, however, yet a great deal to be done by the 
Bureau in the way of _ producing sound and up-to-date 
tourist literature—guide- » and route-c 

A recent usefu publication of the Visitor's Burexa 

is a list of prominent visitors, and European and Indian 
idents in the State, which. ts. issued annually) and is 
“a by fortnightly lists, with a view to estab- 
contact between visitors and permanent residents. 
Thus information on all matters of interest to Kashmir 
visitors is available at the Visitor's Bureau, and it is also 
obtainable at various prominent places, and at the local 
mecies. Information about the condition of the roads 












“agencies. 
is telegraphicall “4 communicated to the branch affice ar 


Rawalpindi, and other places. As such the activities of 
the Visitor’s Bureau deserve to be better known, since 

cy arc now-a-days of the greatest benefit to the 
visitors to Kashmir. 





THE ARTS AND CRAFTS OF RASHMIR 
GENERAL REMARKS 


The arts and crafts of Kashmir have been justly 
‘enowned, for centuries, all over the world. They con- 
sist satay of handicrafts like woollen textiles of £ acey 
soft texture and infinite fineness in weaving, delicate 
embroidery work in silk and wool, hand-woven carpets 
of finest warp and woof, lovely painting in wonderful 
designs on papier mache goods or on wood, fine tracerics 
in wood-carving, deft weaving in willow-wicker, and 
superb metal-work. Of the cottage industries che 
most flourishing is that of wood carving—which & not 
only beautiful bur also of grear utility, and which finds 
a ready and expanding market throughout the world, 
especially for work suited to modern requirements (such 
as screens, drawing and dining rooms sets, smoking 
cabinets, and other articles for personal we) which ‘sre 
exquisitely manufactured in. well seasoned walnut-wood. 
An entirely indigenous form of wood-work (known 
as Abatamiundi) is used for the decoration of ceilings, 
which is done in panels of pint-wood in various geo- 
metrical designs, firted together in grooves. Another 
important cottage industry is the making of numerous 
useful and pretty articles of wicker-work. 

The surroundings of Srinagar are so ‘beautiful duit 

it is nog at all surprising that the city has long since 

» Unique, artistic craftsmanship, There is scar~ 

ate a cleverer artican than the Kashmiri, who mint pri- 
mitive tools, curns out highly artistic and beautiful 
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articles. The fame of Kashmir shawls, the whale of 
one of which will pass through a signet ring, has for 
centuries: past leit to the farthest ends of the earth; 
its. finest embroideries rival those of the best French 
_Samstressesy its carpets compete successfully with the 
Chinese, Iranian, Turkish ones, its silver-ware compares 
favourably with that turned out by the most fashior 
able shops in London, furs thar delight the fair sex and 
might have come from Paris, and countless other articles 
of use and adornment, which are made to perfection, 
It is bur natural that a country which attracts so larg: 
and influx of visitors annually, as does Kashmir, shou 
also turn its attention to the manufacture of such articles 
a8 tourists chiefly require. Even the common workers 
of Srinagar re rarest craftsmen, and the visitor will 
rejoice to behold carpet and silk weavers, embroidery- 
makers, leather-workers, and gold, silyer and copper- 
smiths busily engaged in plying their trades under the 
very gaze of the visitor—working with a quickness 
and concentration, which would astonish him. 





REVIVING THE ANCIENT Ant-MANUFACTURES 
oF KASHMIR 


That Kashmir was well known, from ancient times, 
ascmuch for the beauty of Nacure as for its arts and 
crafts, is evidenced by what Ree’s Encyclopaedia (1819) 
had to say about the ancient glory of the craftemanship 
of Kashmir:—"There seems no reason to doubt that the 
Romans were well acquainted with the shawls of Kash- 
mir, which | sre fabrics of a brilliant and beautiful 
texture. The history of their manufacture is proof nf 
a very high degree of perfection to which the fabrication 
of woollen cloth had been carried on in former times, 
for shawl is only woollen cloth waven without a twill 
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and unmilled; but it is spun to s0 great a degree of fine- 
ness, from wool peculiarly soft, that it has never been 
rivalled by European nations.” And the British were 
so enamoured of the beautiful shawls of Kashmir, with 
curious designs embroidered with the deft fingers of 
Kashmiri artisans, thar in the treaty of 1846 (between 
the Kashmir Darbar and East India Company) it was one 
of the items thac every year Rs, 8,000 worth of shawls 
and rwmals the Darbar would have to send to the British 
sovereign of India, and this is ae even up to this day, 

Buc this fascinating K c received a severe 





‘blow, when the taste of | she sich people i in India became 


diverted, and the cheap and fragile imitation goods pro- 
duced by foreign exploiters began to be dumped on the 
Indian shores. As a result of lack of patronage, the 
rosperous craftsman of old Kashmir had to abandon 
hereditary trade, and become an ordinary labourer 
where his artistic talents could no longer be utilized. 
Thus came about the decline and fall of that astonishing 
ancient craftsmanship of Kashmir, The great national 
revival in India, which began in 1920, had for one of 
its chief planks the encouragement of handicrafts and 
cottage industries, more especially those of hand- 


spinning and hand-weaving. Dying crafts were revived 


all over India, and the skilled neers of ber craftsmen 
pe artisans,, that had remained idle for long, began co 
again and produce articles of beauty, The power- 
gost of national revival reached Kashmir also, and 
her dying crafts were resuscitated, In the whole of 
India a demand woe for Kashrmr goods, and the market 
for them was no longer restricted only to the foreign 
tourists. 
In this great work of putting new life into arts, 
crafts and cottage industries, in Kashmir, ax in the rest 
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of India, the All-India Spinners’ Association had played 
ameritorious and prominent part. The Kashmir branch 
of this Association, opened at Srinagar, in 1928, is known 
all over India for its excellent art-manufactures, and 
the demand for its products can hardly be met, al- 
though production increases continuously. One should 
not, therefore, fail to visit the principal production 
centre and show-room of the Kashmir branch, at Sri- 
nagar. A woollen mill had also been lavely established 
—called Shree Karan Singh Woollen Mills Led —which 
turns out excellent cloths of wool, and also of fiathmeena, 
The State had purchased 514 per cent. preference parti- 
ipation shares of the company in lieu of the amounts 
i an to it, and the rotal amount of share capital 
now held by the Government amounts to about two 
lakhs and a half. Though with these facilities the com- 
pany will be in a better position to show satisfactory 
ts, yet it is not likely that ir will be able. in the 
‘pear furure, co replace the vast out-turn of art-manu- 
factures in woollen textiles, for which Kashmir has been 

justly famous for centuries. 

THe Texmce Inpusturs of Kastan 
(a) Shatols 

The centre of textile craftsmanship in Kashmir is 
Srinagar, As the country is o wool-growing, and not 
# cotton-raising one, the textile industry is chiefly based 
on wool, It is a curious fact, however, that the State 
produces little wool fibre, it being grown largely in 
Tibet, from whence supplies are transported to Kashmir. 
The most beautiful of the renowned Kashmir shawls 
are produced by three methads:—by embroidering upan 
a plain foundation cloth; by weaving the pattern along 








with the foundation cloth; and by welving 3 pattern. 
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as an integral part of the foundation cloth, su uenctl 
embelleshing it with embroidery. The first age 25 
expensive slat tat but does not necessarily produce. the 
most artistic results. The following account of the 
Kashmir shaw! industry (from the Magazine of Art for 
1901, Vol. 25, p. 452) gives an idea of the decline of 
this eee great industry. 

"The magnificence of the celebrated hand-worked 
shawl of "Kashinir received its first and faral check 
through the outbreak of the Franco-German war. Pre- 
vious to that the demand for these fabrics was so great, 
in’ France, that a special agent from Paris resided at 
Srinagar for the sole purpose of superintending their 
purchase and export. The siege of the French capiral 
effectually prévented further commerce with Kashmir, 
at the time. The retirement of the French Empress as 
a leader of fashion from France, and the exigencies of 
the war conditions, ruined this trade as far aa that 
country wae concerned. Refore the commencement 
of the war-a special class of workmen (the shal-bef, or the 
thawl-worker) was accustomed to spend years on the 
outturn of single first-rate specimen. The material wus 
the main jtem of cost, the fine puthwina wool selling 
in Kashmir for its weight in silver. Daily labour cost 
little, and whole families were employed together. The 
Kashmir State still sends an annual tribute of six shawls 
to the British sovereign. Carpet and silk factories have 
sprung up to replace the shawl looms, and the uhal-baf 
is practically extinct.” 


(hb) Other Woollen Textiles 
The country people of Kashnur clothe themselves 
chiefly ina heavy woollen fabric: named peitoe, and, 
in- addition, require heavy woollen blanket, lof. These 





( 48: 


fabrics are largely made from hand-spun, coarse, wool 
yarns The All-India Spinners’ Asociation is now 
engaged in developing the highest technical skill in the 
production of tweed cloths of much better quality than 
otdinary pattoo and loie, The Departmenc of Indus- 
tries has been steadily guiding the patfoo-makers in 
improving their products. Since the State Government 
hadlicseerch sanctioned a scheme for the manufacture 
of pation fous for supply to the Government of India, 
this industry had received a great impetus, and «veral 
centres tor weaving and spinning had been opened at 
various places, throughout Kashmir, A very substan- 


tial degree of improvement has been effected in the 


matter of texture and strength of the fabrics. As the 
two types of textiles for which Kashmir is renowned are 
shawls and carpets, there are about two dozen shawl 
factories at Srinagar, and abour half a dozen carpet 
factories. The most interesting industry is the pachmina 
an which the fine undercoat fibre of the thes, or Kashmir 
‘goat, iy spun into extraordinarily fine yarn and woven 
into an equally fine texture. “This texture forms the 
basis of the beautiful Kashmir shawls, which are fre- 
quently woven in many colours and finished by hand- 
(¢) Humd-woven Carpets 

As the wool yarns required for the cr industry 

are not now available in the State, che) Ba therefore, 
imported from European countries. The carpet indus- 
try, which is one of the largest in the State, the annual 
production of which is valued at about thirty lakhs of 
rupees, thrives exclusively on export trade with America 
and coy oF But the yarns employed by the carpet 
‘actories having to be imported from Europe, the focal 
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wool not being of sufficient good quality, and the leading 
firms being owned by British capitalists, a large share af 
the profits go outside the State. Carpet-making was 
first introduced into Kashmir by the then king, Zainul- 
ab-din, who ruled from 1423 to 1474. The Kashmiri, 
whose imitative instinct was developed to a marvellous 
degree, reproduced in works of art Nature's beautiful 
sceneries with which he was surrounded. The car 

of Kashmir, however, soon deteriorated. The moder 
eraze for cheapness, by the use of aniline dyes, spoiled 
it, as well as other works of art, with the result that 
the quality of the material was not equal to that of the 
past. An endeavour was made in the time of Maharaja 
Ranbir Singh to improve the industry. A British wader 


came to Srinagar, about 1876, but he failed to satisfy a 
critical test. Then came a Frenchman who introduce 
fresh designs, but he also suffered loss, and abandoned 
it. Afeer the Frenchman’s departure the industry was. 
taken up by another European, whose factory was subse- 
quently purchased by a British firm—Messrs. W. 
Mitchell and Co., and is now carried on successfully as 
the East India Carpet Factory, Another British factory 
was started later by Messrs. C, H. Hadow and Co., and 
is still in large business. Both these factories produce 
excellent carpets of old designs. The best and the 
largest Indian concern is the Kailas Carpet Company, 
the workmanship of which is admirable, and compares 
favourably with that produced by the British-owned 
Carpets with as many as 400 knots co the square 
inch are now made at these Srinagar factories; silk and 
more delicate shadings in the designs, and the stitch with 
which: the Tranian weavers uted to give their carpets 
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density, has been «successfully adopted. Herati and 
Kerman carpets have also been extremely well produced, 
and the Yarkandi patterns very successfully imitared. 
The patterns now chiefly used are copies from the 
illustrations of oriental carpets. published by the Im- 
perial and Royal Austrian Commercial Museum of 
Vienna, and special attention is paid to make the colours 
fast. The manufacture of carpets in Kashmir is capable 
of great future before it, if only the vegetable dyes, 
which are available in abundance on the surrounding 
hulls, and whose soft and permanent colouring of the 
old shawls is sull che admiration of the world, were 
used again. The hand-made carpet industry of Kashmir 
isnow the single largest industry in the State. Although 
the work is done = aa the industry is highly organ- 
isod, and has all the essentials of a large-scale modern 
concern. Directly or indirectly, about 12 per cent. of 
‘the male population of Srinagar earn their livelihood 
from this great industry. The cheaper varietics of 
carpets are naturally in greater demand than. the more 
expensive ones, which are mostly sold in Europe and 
America. The annual subsidy paid to the carpet trade 
by the State had been extended from time to time, 
alike in the interest of the carpet industry and also of 
local Jabour, so us to preserve an ancient and famous 
(4) Gabbas 

Another allied industry—which in located almost 
entirely at Anantnag, and the only one outside Srinagar 
—is that of making gabbas. These are woollen fabrics 
mate of patfoosx—to be used a9 floor-coverings, hed- 
spreads and table-cloths. The back-ground is of diverw 
colours and is covered—in whole or in part—by highly 


( #1 ) 


ingenious geometrical and other designs, either by means 
of embroidery or stitching. If lined with some suitable 
and durable cotton material (like ticking) they last 
for years. More expensive than the felt swnvluby, they 
are very much cheaper than the hand-made carpets. Tn 
Europe worn-out woollens are torn up into fibres, and 
re-spun and woven into “shoddy”; byt in Kashmir, they 


AP ore used to make patfoo cloths and galha floor-covers, 


iy lg 


Worn our loies (blankets) are the chief material 
from which fatfoot and gubbas are made. Loéts which 
are in fairly sound condition are used for the manufac- 
ture of paltoos, bur those that are only good in patches 


are utilized for gabhas. The sound portions are cut our, 


milled and dyed, and are then cut to various patrerni, 
and then pieced together, in various geometrical designs. 
form most attractive multi-coloured rugs, and are 
eminently suitable for use in house-boats, tents, veran- 
dahs, and for general houschold purposes as they last, 
with proper use and care, for quite a long time. Gabba- 
making is confined to but one place in Kashmur, namely 
Anantnag (or Islamabad), though agencies for sale. 
exist in several other towns, Being on the main road 
to Martand and to the sacred cave of Amarnath, thou- 
sands of visitors and pilgrims pass through Anantnsg 
every year, and they are large purchasers of gabbas 
which keeps the business not only alive, but in a flourish- 
ing condition, while the labourers (employed mostly 
from the surrounding villages) thrive on its manufac- 
ture. Of late years the quality and appearance of chese 


rugs have greatly improved, and their output is conti- 


t) 62° iy 
(¢) Nwmdas 


In addition to the manufacture of carpets, there 
is, in Kashmir, a most interesting "carpet-rug” industry, 
based upon milling up or felting partly woven fabrics, 
and then figuring them with embrouleries in a most 
ingenious manner. Some really beautiful patcerns for 
floor coverings are placed on the marker by this means, 
and are in evidence throughout Kashmir, especially in 
henseboats, The Srinagar market is flooded with them. 
These “numdas", as they are called in common parlance, 
are very warm, if used, as bed-martreses,. and make 
excellent-coverings, which have steadily held their own 
even in these machine-ridden times. They are em- 
broidered in numerous designs, which come so naturally 
co the Kashmiri artisans, who trained from their child- 
heed to the dexterous use of their hands, produce intri- 
eate designs of embroidery work to perfection on the 
nwumda rugs, which are one of the chief articles of export 
from Kashmir to America, alike for their prettiness and 
durabilicy. | 
The nwmdais mostly imported uncmbroidered from 
Chinese-Turkistan; though that of an inferior kind js 
felted at Srinagar also. Heaps of nwmdas are brought 
ro Srinagar, and unloaded at a specially provided serai 
where the State charges the necessary duties on import. 
The serai itself isa place of great interest, full of queer 
handise, and strange Ladakhi merchants. The 
plain mumde then undergoes a set of ae arts ting, 
designing, embroidering, washing and finally baling 
before it is ready for export and for being shipped 
abroad. The business is carried on by several concerns, 
both with Indian as well as foreign capital. Though 


they make excellent floor-cloths not only in houses and + 
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house-boats in Kashmir, but anywhere, their one serious 
defect is that the hairs begin to fall our as the rugs get 
older. But for it, they constitute almost ideal #loar- 
coverings and bed-martresses, 

(f) Sheep Farming, and Sheep Leather Goods 

Lastly, it may be added thar with a view to im- 
prove the woollen textile industry a Research and Com- 
mercial Sheep Breeding Farm had been established, at 
Banihal, not anly to develop the sheep-breeding and 
wool-growing industry, but also to carry on research 
work to advance the commercial prospects of this great 
industry. The State had granted a subsidy to the Farm 
of Rs, 72,000 for a period of six years, for che present. 
Another allied organisation is The Kashmir Sheep Farm 
Limited, which hay carried on successful experiments on 
cross-breeding, as a result of which there has been a 
notable improvement not only in the quality of wool 
but also in the weight of fleece. It is expected thar as 
the result of the successful working of these two organ- 
isations, there may be an appreciable improvement m 
the texture of the woallen fabrics, and also a consider- 
able expansion in their trade. 

The sheep of Kashmir, and especially of Ladakh, are- 
Valued for their skins, which made into jackets keep the 
wearer warm ¢ven in Polar cold. As such, sheep are 
first stretched out on boards, and kept in the sun for 
drying. This is not as simple a process as it seems, and 
only experts at the job can do the work satisfactorily. 
For disinfecting and curing the skins various chemicals: 








are used. The skins are scraped with big knives to 


emove impuritics, and made smooth and soft to the 
touch, They are s ed by. constant pressure, and 
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then receive 2 further scraping, which means hours of 
laborious work. The war-time demand for these skins 
has created a new industry, in Kashmir, which gives 
employment to a fairly large number of people. Thou 
sands of sheepski jackets, caps, and gloves, have been 
supplied to officers in the Navy, and a big order had 
army. Apart from the manufacture of jackets, caps, 
and gloves, odds and ends of the skins come in handy 
for various utility articles, which Kashmir workmen 
are expert in making up. They turn out a fine Tange 
of finished articles, such as bags, cushions, cor tea- 
‘cosies, shoes, and bed-room slippers. Purchased until 
larcly-as novelties by tourists, sheepskin has now started 
as an industrial product, and seems to have a great pros- 
pect before it. 


= 


(zg) The Silk Ind'ustry 


The largest and most important m y under 
the control of the State is sericuleure, and the Srinagar 
Silk Factory is the biggest of its kind in the world. 
The three salient features with regard to sericulture in 
Kashmir are abundance of mulberry trees, suitable ele- 
vation, and favourable climate. A review of the tex- 
tile industries of Kashmir would, therefore, not be com- 
plete withour detailed reference to sericulture, and the 
remarkable developments in silk production. The in- 
dustry is usually one of the principal sources of revenut 
to the State, and there is apparently no reason why it 
should not prove in future more p table: No authen- 
tic information can be gained of the actual condition of 
the silk industry in Kashmir before the middle of the 
nincteenth gentury, though scanty references can be 
found to the subject in such old and standard works as 
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Abul Fazl’s Aieen-e-Akbari (or the tnstitutes of Akbar) 
and the Tuzak-e-Jabangiri (or the Memoirs of Jahangir). 
‘Apart from them, however, no other reliable data is 

vailable on the subject, till the middle of the nineteenth 





The sericulture industry since 1846, when Kash- 
mir came under the control of the ruler of Jammu, hes 
had many ups-and-downs, and its long history, for now 
over a century, isa chequered but notan inglorious one. 
‘The State authorities have evinced much interest in it. 
Under the guidance of British experts, sericulture con- 
tinued vo flourish in Kashmir until 1913, when a disas- 
trous fire practically destroyed the whole factory. 
This catastrophe caused an entire cessation of operations, 
and threw out of employment all che hands, number- 
ing thousands, The outbreak of the Great War, in. 
1914, followed shortly afterwards, and the event not 
only closed the European markets, but resulted in heavy 
expenditure owing to the large increase of freights. In 
the beginning of 1914 anorher British expert was 
appointed Director af the concern, and proceeded imme- 
fiately to reconstruct the factory. Te was mor till 1918 
that the work was completed, and the factory was in 
full swing again, In 1922 an experiment was made 
with a set of four reeling basins of the most modern 
type, ordered from Italy. This experiment having 
proved successful, two filacures were equipped with up- 
to-date machinery, and started working in 1925. Since 
then large quantities of sille yarns had been turned out, 
which compare favourably with those produced else- 
. where. In Europe the chicf markers are Britain and 

France; and in India, the large cities of Ahmadabad, 
Amritsar, Benares and Multan. ‘The silk produced i 


distinctly ruperior in quality co any other Indian silk, 
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‘but needs further expenditure of labour upon it to bring 
it up to the Chinese or the Italian standard, 
The Silk Factory at Srinagar which (as mentioned 
above) is the largest of its kind in the world, obtains 
its electric. power from Mahaura, and brings:in a large 
revenue to the State. About 4,000 men, women and 
children are employed daily in it, while no less than 
150,000 people take silk worms’ eggs from the faccory, 
rear and bring in their cocoons, and receive a remunera~ 
tion of approximately sm lakhs of rupees. Permission “4 
co yisit the Factory has to be obtained, but it is prohi- 
bited to take any photographs, The careful manner im 
which the silkkworms’ eggs (seed) ure examined micros- 
copically, to ensure a healthy crop, shows that, under 
proper guidatice, Kashmiris are well fitted to exercise 
the scrupulous care absolutely essential in this, one of | 
the world’s most interesting and important industries J 
Though silk is being woven by hand in Kashmir at the 
present time, that is not sulficient, and the country 
ight produce by machinery more perfect auff than it 
can produce by hand, In the fulness of time, Kashmir = + 
should provide, both for itself and for other countries, 
the silks which are now being exported by Japan, Ching, 
and some European countries, 

The organisation of the industry, under State 
contro}, dates back to the eighties of the list century, 
and it enjoys a position of unique importance not only 
in British India, but also in the whole of the British * 
Empire. No other country is endowed by Nature with 
ach facilities for the siccess of the silk industry as is 
Kashmir. The climate, the economic condition of the - 
people, and the tradition of art, are all most favourable 
assets which hardly leave anything to be desired, Is 
is not surprising, therefore, that with all these advant- 
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ages the progress made by the industry had been 
remarkable. And yet while much has been done, much 
more still remains to be accomplished, if it is to continue 
to live in the face of serious competition with China and 
Japan, which threatens its very existence, at present. 
The industry affords means of livelihood, wholly or 
partially, to no less than £0,000 families in the State, 
and ity great importance and utility are thus obvious. 

Kashmir now produces annually about 24,000 
cunces of aikworm sed, all cellular, 49,000 maunids 
af cocoons, and 2,50,000 pounds of raw silk, besides 
silk-waste of different kinds. The quality of raw alk 
is the highest available in India, and is comparable to the 
“classical” of Italy and the “petit extra” of France—the 
two most advanced sericultural countries af Europe. 
Recently a Silk Weaving Factory has been established, 
at Srinagar, with weaving equipment consisting of 32 
power looms, The services of a European expert were 
engaged for the purpose of erecting the factory, which 
had been so designed as to manufacture high-class silk 
fabrics. With the facilities offered by the Kashmir 
Sericulture Department, the new concern is likely to be 
quite successful before long. Until lately Japan 
supplied a large proportion of the world’s silk demand, 
and sold irs goods of that article at rates which other 
countries found nprofitable to compete 3% The 
supply from Japan having now been cut off, owing to 
war conditions, silk weaving has received a stimulus in 
Kashmir, especially for the manufacture of parachute 
eloth< and a second weaving plant has larcly been opened 
at Srinagar. ‘The Sericulture Department had beenste- 
otganised in 1942. Mulberry plantations had been 
largely extended. The construction of seed houses, the 
establishment of a Research Instirute, and the holding 
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of Sericultural Conferences, had also been provided in 
the re-organisation scheme, The Silk-Weaving Factory 
having been burnt down, in 1942, a new factory was 
constructed, at Raja Bagh, which is receiving due atten- 


tion from the Scate Government: 
PAPIER MACHE 


Papier mache was long synonymous with the yery 
name of Kashmir, and numerous articles—from: dreas- 
ing tables to toilet sets, finger bowls, eandle-sticks, and 
boxes for various purposes—used to be manufactured of 
paper-pulp and lacquer. It is even now of great 
Interest to watch a skilled artiggn at work on painting 
wooden articles, instead of those made of paper-pulp. 
Besides the usual designs of birds, foliage, boats, and 
familiar scenes in Kashmir, the Srinagar artist will copy 
any painting or drawing, and reproduce it faithfully 
in beautiful colours on the article made by him in imita- 
tion of the old system on paper-pulp, Though, 
mache articles are no longer manufactured—except 
to order—those now made in wood, and coloured in 
imitation of the old papier mache, ually serve the 
purpose. These also are made (like the carved walnut 
j90ds) both for household furnishing and personal use. 
Of late, the manufacturers have introduced brass-lining 
for the new style of papier mache bowls, which renders 
them of greater durability and utility, especially in the 
case of flower-vases. But as Kashmir papier mache, 
which had long been a flourishing industry, had lately 
been slowly declining, it needs to be revived: otherwise, 
a thriving and picturesque industry will have irretriey- 
ably disappeared, and a creative art lost. for ever, 
Papier mache is now produced on a commercial scale 
only to order. The decline of the industry was due to 
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the removal of the supervision by the State, and of the 
taxation then imposed. There being no State control, 

had lowered prices, and led to the produc- 
tion of cheap, inferior articles, The major portion of 
Kashmir papier mache today is merely painted wood. 
which has cheapened the cost of production, and altered 
the entire character of the goods. Hence the expe- 
oor of a serious effort being made by the Industrie 
ent to revive the genuine, old, papier mache 





THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF 
KASHMIR 





GENERAL REMARES 


“Kashmir’s fame as one of the world’s beaurcy 
spots lis tended to overshadow the aspects of her normal 
economy" —lately wrote that well-known commercial 
puter, oC of Calcutta, Capital, “Yet”, ic went on to 
say, “Kashmir has well-established industries, and more 
are being developed under the fostering care of her 
Sl ae are following. a slanned and liberal 

of industrial development”. 

“The State of Jammu and Kashmir contains vast 
mineral, vegetable, and other natural resources. Gold 
can | ly be found in Kashmir, while some of the 

$ stones found in it are considered to be the finest 

Be Re seni: If the exploration for minerals is 
attempted on sound business lines, it will be found that 
the State contains many other valuable ores, A survey 
of the mineral resources-of the State is being conducted, 
and the most notewo minerals discovered so far are 
bauxite, coal, copper, fuller’s earth, gold, kasline, ligmite, 
tale, and zinc; while there are clear indications of the 
ammercial possibilities of the gold-hearing ares. Among 
agricultural products the saffron of Kashmir is 
justly famous throughout the world, alike for culinary 
and medicinal purposes, The State is well known for 
its delicious fruits and useful medicinal drugs—the drag 
known as Auth brings in a large revenue. Tes forests 
yield valuable timber. In fact, very few countries can 
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(my 
claim such rich natural resources, as Navure has endowed 


othe State of Kashmir with, in its choicest gifts. The State 





thorities have in recent years paid growing attention 
to the development of industries. There is now at 
Srinagar a Technical Institute, established in memory of 
Sir Amar Singh, which turns out excellent goods of 
superior craftsmanship. Much regearch and experi- 
mental work was also carried on in the Industrial Labo- 
ratory, at Srinagar, until its abolition, as a measure of 
economy, in 1932. The silk industry has made great 
strides, and there are now five filatures installed, At 
Srinagar is also held annually an Industrial Exhibition, 
which provides visitors a unique opportunity of seeing 
representative specimens of all thar is noteworthy m 
the arts and crafts of the Stace. By this means the 
products of Kashmir’s master-craftsmen are rendered 
a eress an attraction, as the natural beauty of the vale 
itselE. 

Though, till lately, Kashmir attracted attention 
mainly as.a health and pleasure resort, it has now a well- 
organised Department of Industries and Mineralogy, 
which is busy promoting, on a large scale, both mecha- 

ical and cottage industries, The hilly and mountain- 
ous nature of the country is responsible for the cultiv- 
able area of the Stare not yet being even ten per cent of 
the cotal area, bur several crops of importance are grown 
of which rice is the staple produce. To Kashmir also 
belangs the sole credit of cultivating saffron in India. 
The Kashmir saffron: (crocus sativus) is famous for its 
bouquet, and is in great demand both as a culinary 
condiment, and also as.a pigment for Hindu caste-marks. 
It is grown extensively at Pampur, not far from Srinagar. 
Resides rice and saffron, Kashmir grows a large variety af 
deticious fruits, and only if proper arrangements be made 









for their transport and marketing, it can supply a yery 
large portion of the demand for fine and luscious fruits 
xt Only in India, but even in other countries, Kashmir 
is also famous for Tis Miche, wake oe eae Juscionrs, 
That produced in the higher villages of the valley— 
sartcalaty at Shupyan—is excellent. Ir is sold by 
dealers of stores and provisions at Srinagar. 
The Industrial Laboratery—mentioned above— 
which had been established in 1923, conducted investi- 
gations in regard to various foreign products with 9 view 


to ascertain their commercial possibilities, Experiments: 


were made to extract santonin from urfemtisia maritima, 
which is abundantly found in the State forests. The 
State Government sanctioned certain concessions in 
favour of an Indian firm desiring to start a factory for 
the manufacture of santonin, and as it is very costly 
drug, and a market has been created in Europe for the 





source of forest revenuc. The Santonin Factory has 
surmounted the initial difficulties, and is now doing 
well, as the percentage of the finished product, has shown 
considerable improvement. The construction of build- 
ings for industrial concerns such as the Government 
Silk Weaving factory, the Forests Office, and the Canning 
factory, at Srinagar, according to the plans of the 
Government Architect, is completed, 
tf] 


The Kashmir tsps is 7 exis alive to the 
expediency of evolving an industrial policy suited 
the economic conditions of the State. For this purpose 
@ Department of Industries, with a special statistical 
section, was established in 1923, which has successfully 
organised several importante industries, and will very 


produce, it is likely to become an important 
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likely be uble to assist in the establishment of some others 
before long. Schemes relating co the organisation of paper 
and pulp, cotton and sugar, cement and animal-banes and. 
glue industries are well in hand, and may be expected 
ro be launched in the nor distant furure. A carefully 
considered scheme has also been worked out for the 
commercial exploitation of the Jangal Gali coal-field, 
which, when completed, is estimated to cost R« 10 
lakhs. including the working capital. Thus industrial 
planning is one of the many important activities of the 
tries Department, in the matter of stimulating 

the development of private enterprise, Another im- 
portant activity of the Industries Department is the 
offering of cash-credit facilities to industries which give 
hope of success. To mention but one instance, it re- 
commended a Joan up to a maximum of one lakh in 
your of the Srinagar branch of the All-India Spinners’ 
Association, for a period of five years, with interest at 
a nominal rate of 2 per cent. per annum. Similar loans 
were also recommended in favour of several other im- 





portant and promising industries, which are doing well. 


The important and allied question of developing 
marketing side of the industries has also been seriously 


tackled and properly organised. The Jammu and 


Kashmir State Marketing Board was established, in 1935, 
with objects similar to those of marketing organisations 


in British India. ‘The Board has carried on marketing 


surveys in respect of a number of Kashmir products, 
while useful information on the marketing of them had 
been collected, including that of establishing well- 


organieed markets on the occasions of important seial 


‘and religious festivals, Another important suspect of 
the work of che Markenng Board has been the establish- 


ment of mandis for the expansion of trate, The 
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question of building up-to-date mandi: on the main 
roads with a view to offer facilities for the marketing of 
the State products, has also been taken up, und more 
than one sch © is under consideration. 

Similarly, the question of Organizing maendis gt 
important pilgrim centres to provide facilities to the 
i rims who muster strong periodically in 
attention of the Board, and some suitable sites, for the 
location of markets, had been chosen, and estimates 





prepared for the construction of markets at them, 
Lastly, it may be noted that to offer additional facilities 
to trade and commerce, the Board had already taken 
stepa towards the introduction of a uniform system of 
weights and measures in the State, and prepared g detailed 
list of all weights and measures used in differenc dise 
tricts, with a view to their ultimate standardisation: 
The Board had also arranged to distribute to the public 
the weekly Price and stock bulletins issued by the Agri- 





the Stare subscribing £0 per cent. of the capital. Tp 
started functioning in 1738-39, at Srinagar, with a 
branch ar Jammu, as well The other principal bank- 
ing institutions are the Srinagar branches of the Impe- 
rial Bank of India, Lloyd's Bank, the Punjab National 
Banking Company, and some others, 
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Lastly, a Drug Research Laboratory started by 
Government, at Jammu, has been conducting research 
on seg ented gous with a view to obtaining the maxi- 
mum yield of active principles from them, A survey 
of economic vegetable products of the State had also 
been ‘taken, and collection of plants is being made, 
Medicinal plants, which are not found in a state of 
nature in the State, are being introduced, and are being 
experimentally cultivated. Efforts are being made to 
introduce useful plants obtained from British India, 
and abroad. ‘The Laboratory had made arrangements 
- for the manufacture, on a small scale, of a large num- 
ber of medicinal preparations for supply to Government, 
and aided hospitals and dispensaries in the State, and 
also for sale in the market. Drugs and other prepara- 
tions, worth nearly a lakh of rupees, had already been 
supplied to the medical institutions in the State, and 
to the Defente Department of the Government of 
India, ‘The Small-scale Manufacturing Section of the 
Laboratory had now been developed into a commercial 
concern, and had been so declared by the Government. 


Il. Tse Rice Isoustry AND $raTEe GRANARIES 


The staple agricultural industry of Kashmir being 
rice-growing, one’s first bird's-eye view of Kashmir from 
the top of the Banihal Pass, in early June, is acres and 
acres of water cut tp into small compartments by litele 
embankments, and on descending to the level of the fields 
one sees here and there green blades shooting up. By 
the end of the month of June the rice fields are bright 
pale green. Kashmir rice is larger, and is said to have 
avbetter favour and more nutritive value than that of 
the Punjab, Certainly it must be nourishing, for ir is 
the principal food of the Kashmiri, As Kashmir is 
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designed by Nature as cultivator's paradise, the Kashmir 
peasint has not spurned his opportunities; he is 4 hard 
worker, a master of rice-growing, and not neglectful 
of other crops. For centuries the population of Srinagar 
had looked upon the supply of cheap rice as a right, and 
it had bees the practice of the administration to recognise 


tal, the only town of any size or importance in the 
State, with a population of about two lakhs. Just as in 
European countries bread is t © staple food of the masses, 


State Granaries were found to be necessary. Accord- 
ingly, the State authorities sclected the Gulab Bagh ux 
quite the most suitable site for the purpose, and there 
arose in it the many fire-proof and rat-proof, but well- 


: “quirements, which under close and careful supervision, 


keep deterioration of the grain down to a minimum, 
These State Granaries deserve a visit from all Visitors ‘to 


Srinagar i 


IV. Tse Faurr Inpustay 


Kashmir fruit is justly famous all over the world 
for its delicacy, flavour, deliciousness and lusctousness, 
Walnuts of about sixteen kinds, almonds of over forty 
Varictics, grapes, both big and small, and numerous kinds 
of apples and pears, demonstrate the variety of fruits 


The great 


CF 


pene the State. It is only the distance of Kashmir 
tom railway which prevents it from having an important 
aod profitable trade in its many excellent fruits, Al- 
most every kind of fruit of cemperate climes is grown 
in the orchards, ac Srinagar, and even im certain places 
in the interior; but only within recent years has the 
cultivation been scientifically taken wp with fairly satis- 
factory results, The Kashmir fruits—including apples, 
cherries, melons, peaches, pears, quinces, and strawberries 
—aire quite as good as thos found in western Europe, 
and are sold in the season at absurdly low: prices, though 
apricots and nectarines are not quite so pood, Vines 
have been imported, and the preparation of a kind of 
vin ordingir was placed, for some years, under the 
Management of a French expert, but had been since 
abolished. Mulberries which grow everywhere, and 
require no cultivating, are of great vale on account 
of the silk industry. Amongst “dry” fruits almonds 
and walnuts are well koown, and their best varieties 
are very fine, Kashmir is the land of fruits, and has 
remarkable facilities for horticulture. The value of 
fruits, exported from Kashmir, has been increasing 





ment of more rapid communications. 


Few countries have been so richly endowed by 
Sige’ as Kashmir, and one of her erligeengiic: 
ser mchly stocked forests. Not only do they produce 
all the timber that is used focally, but also large quan- 
tities for export, and most of the building timber and 
railway sleepers used in Northern India come from the 
forests of Kashmir, The Stave forests are extensive, and 
cover over ten thousand square miles of the area of the 

ra 
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State. The principal species of timber are deodar, blue 
pine, and fir. The forests yield an income of about half 

a@ crore of rupees annually to the State, besides providing 
employment to thousands of villagers: The Forest ; 
Rules had been greatly liberalised in recent yarn Af 
commutter had recently been sian to epee 
existing rules, and make recommendations providing 
greater facilities to thos interested in the trade o 
forest timber, which is ane of the chief sources of the 
‘State income, The trafic is most lucrative, and is 
monopolized by the Stare, 

Nature has furnished Kashmir with rivers, which 
carry the logs free of cost from the inexhaustible forests 
down to the Punjab, and even to the sea, at Karachi. 
The wood, which is cut, marked, and thrown into the . 
river, can be seen floating smoothly through the valley, - 
‘or charging head-long down the torrent, in the Bara.“ 
‘mulla defiles, or gyrating in some smooth: back-water, ! 
where thousands of rupees’ worth of timber some cine 
thus gets locked for days. There is 4 large staff of men 
employed, by the State, to refloat the stranded logs and 
to prevent theft. Large timber-yards are maintained 
at the town of Jhelum, in the Punjab. Here such logs * 
as are to travel still further are made into rafts, which 
are made to float. down in charge of the State staff. 
Thousands of young trees of all kinds are planted yearly 
in Kashmir to prevent deforestation. But the po: ‘bilisics “ 
of @ match manufactory, which could casi y Compete 
against any imported matches, seema to hays struck 
people only lately, and only one such is at present in 
existence, at Baramulla which deserves a visit from 
visitors interested in the industrial development of the 
State. A private limited liabiliry company, called the 
Kashmir [ndianite Company started, in 1938-39, the }- 











| 
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manufacture of light building materials from the fine 
shavings of pine-wood, called wood-wool, The manu- 
facture of Indianite im the State represent an innova- 
tion im the utilisation of wood-wool produced from 
local camber. If the enterprise succeeds commercially, 
it will materially contribute to che establishment, of an 
important building industry. 


VI 


But although timber must always be the most im- 
portant product of Kashmir’s forests, several medicinal 
plants now take a very good second place. Thon: 
since the earliest days Kashmir has been known as 
home of many useful roots and drags sand by toidiea 
herbalists, it is only in recent years that a serious attempt 
had been made, «eer alla teie the initiative of the Stare Forest 
Department, to make Kashmir an important supplice 
of some of the important raw materials of the pha 
trade, Among most valuable: of these -tmedicnndl 
plants is Awth or " enstus, the root of a tall chisele-like 
plant—sausurres lap pa—which grows at high elevations. 
From ‘earliest times it sera prominent place 1 tee 
iA it armacopmaia, name given to it by 

a Genkae writers—asbmirija or LS born’— 
teen that even then Kashmir was | regarded as 
itsoriginal home. In.addition to Auth, Selon abounds 
in plants used not only in Ayurvedic medicine, but 
which also find a place in the pharmacopeia of the 
Western countries. 

Bur the event which placed Kashmir in the front 
rank of producers of medicinal plants, was the discovery, 
in. 1922, that one of the local species of arfemsitia mari- 
tima at certain seasons of the year, the valu- 





contained, 
able drug called santonin. Till not lang back the leavet 
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were baled and shipped to Europe for manufacture, but 
recently a factory had been established, capable of deal- 
ing with the whole of the output of raw material. This 
is the first drug that had ever been manufactured in 
Kashmir, and the installation of this factory marks a 
fresh stage in its industrial development, foreshadow= 
ing 4 gtudual change over Kashmir from a producer of 
raw materials to a manufacturer of finished products, 
Another plant which ‘seems likely to become af 
great economic importance to Kashmir is digitalis (the 
common foxglove), the leaves of which find a ready 
market with manufacturing chemists in India, As im- 
parted tinctures of it lose much of their efficacy, the 
ashmir digitalis plant—raised by the Forest Depart- 
ment from imported seeds in nurseries—is bound co 
play-animportant part in India, The climate appears to 
be ideal for its cultivation, elevations about 7,000 feet 
being particularly suirable. Cultivation is being rapidly 
extended, and in the course of a few wears Kashmi 





satisty the entire Indian demand 

___& Rosin and Turpentine Factory had also been 
lately established. Pine resin, from the State forests, 
used until recently to be exported to places outside 
Kashmir; where it was converted into turpentine, at a 
Punjab factory. The State authorities had now placed 
orders for a complete distillation plant and started cons- 
truction work, The buildings had been completed, and 
the plant and machinery installed, The now facto 


is in full working order, and will lead to the inae 


ment and expansion of an important industry, 
Experiments for extraction of essen suites from 

tose flowers, thyme and from taffron flowers, had been 

successfully completed, and proved beyond « doube that 





should able to produce more than enough leaf ro 
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an industry for the extraction of essential oils, if started, 


would be a success. Rose distillation had also been 
started and is being carried on, Applications were in- 


vited for the distillation of thyme by private enterprise. 


Stimemiat lanveola yields an essential ail which comtains 
a sibstance largely used in artificial perfumery in Europe. 
Therefore, an attempt had been made to introduce it 
into the European markets, Peppermint grows wild, 
in Kashmir, and peppermint seed had been imported 
for growing the plant, and the experiments made with 
the imported variety had given satisfactory results in 
the yield of menthol. The seed has been grown, and 
the acclimatised seed was being used for semi-commer- 
cial experiments with good results of economic possibi- 
lity, Eucalyptus which yields a medicinal oil had also 
been grown in the forests and had thrived well, 

The existence of narural lac on trees in the forests 
having been discovered, its cultivation on scientific lines 
had been commenced; the sales of which are expected to 
contribute considerably to the growth of forest revenue. 
Many other plants yielding medicinal drugs had been 
planted in the forest nursery at Tangmarg, and these 
had thrived there. The growth of some plants, which 
yield cinnamon bark and Jeaf, is being extended with 
a view to their exploitation, Experiments in the culti- 
vation of the pyrethrum plant also are being successfully 
conducted, by the State Government, and its quality 


‘is acknowledged to be high, The demand for it being 


great, its commercial prospects are bright. At present 
the area under it is about 15000 acres, but Government 
ate fast extending its cultivation, and before long they 
ontemplate extensive development in the growth of 
this plant. 
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During recent years, a new industry—that of the 


manufacture of willow goods—had come into existence, 


and is now fairly well-established, Ic originated in the 
Amar Singh Technical School, but it had been now 
widely taken up by the artisans trained therein, and 
the products of their shops, in the shape of high-class 
furniture, are to be seen everywhere at Srinagar. The 
development of this industry had naturally led to the 
cultivation, on a large scale, of the willow plant, which 
is (quite as good as that grown in western Europe, The 
articles made are neatly turned our, and are strome anil 
durable. They inchide not only chairs, sofas, and 
teapoys, but baskets of various kinds—particularly for 
tea and lunchean—aoffice trays, waste-paper and soiled- 
linen receptacles, flower-holders, bottlecarriers, and 3 
large number of other goods, made to order. ancording 
to the requirements of the customers. Given sufficient 


enterprise and capital, it would be possible for the 
Kashmir willow-goods manufacturers to turn ott 


articles, and sell them throughout India, at a price which 
would enable them to compete successfully with the 
highest class of imported willow articles. As it is, the 
warious kinds of goods turned out, ar resent, by the 
Srinagar firms contribute materially to eh comfort and 
convenience, alike of the residents in, and visitors to, 
Kashmir, The various willow-goods shops are to he 
found in the main bazaar, near the First Bridge {Amira 
Kadal), and the quality of the articles, and the rates at 
which they are sold, are very much the ame. A well- 
equipped factory (called Kashmir Willows Limited) had 
been organised under the auspices and contro! of the 
Industries Department, at Srinagar. 
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Tre Strate Inpustaiat Exrimrron 
For some years now an annual exhibition had been 


held at Srinagar, not merely to provide entertainment 


to the visitors, but also with a view to stimulate trade, 


at which the State authorities provide well-built stalls 


for the various manufacturers, in a central place, where 
they conveniently display cheir wares and offer them 
for sale at competitive prices. This promotes healthy 
competition among the manufacturers, and a consequent 
improvement in the quality of the goods. exhibited. 
The exhibition grounds are divided into three main 
courts, The central court has the band stand,. restau- 
ants, cinemas, and offices, while the two side courts con- 
tain over two hundred stalls, in which are exhibited mot 
only the arts and crafts but also the industrial products 
af the Stace. Various departments of the State also 
have their stalls, and this gives the exhibition a great 
educative value, in so far as the results of their activi- 
tics are concerned, | 
Among the commercial departments, the Forest 
Department maintains a stall which is-well worth visit- 
ing. Here one finds samples of all kinds of timber 
grown in the State forests, and also collections of various 
medicinal herbs, with their names and properties written 
in the languages of the State. The officers of the Forest 
Department give practical demonstrations of forest 
management, and methods of forest exhibition. In a 
part of the stall are exhibited in the various products 
made by the Forest Department, ranging from tooth- 
picks to big articles made of well-seasoned walnut-wood. 
‘he Game Preservation Section of the Forest Department 
also maintains a small but an interesting stall. 


The Agricultural and Horticultural Departments 
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also gather a large number of interesting exhibits of: 


fruits and flowers from various farms, both Government: 
and private, showing what organised effort, co-operative 
farming, and good seeds can attain even among illiterate 


cultivators. The agriculrural section, besides displaying. 


various cereals, pulses, beans, oil seeds, also makes a brave 
show of various vegetables, which are grown to perfec: 
tion in the Stare. Same of the pumpkins weigh as much 
as. nearly one maund and a half, while a gourd ts not 
unoften five feet long. Practical demonstrations of 
actual pianr growth are also given here, along with an 
exhibition of various machinery implements useful for 
an average agriculrurist. 

The Sericulture Department demonstrates compre- 
hensively the process of silk-making. Visitors are shown 
here the whole process: how a silk worm makes 4 ¢o- 
coon, and how out of one cocoon as many as four hundred 
yards of silk thread are spun. In order to complete the 
whole scheme, a miniature filature is set up in the stall, 
where trained labourers reel silk, which had won recogni- 


tion long’ sinee in many intemational exhibitions, ‘To 


mention but one more stall, the Fisheries Department 
exhibit various specimens of fish found in Kashmir, 
along with the various nets employed in catching them, 

tere ig an aquarium in which are shown living trowes 
reared in the rwo State hatcheries at Hurwan and 
Achhbal, 

‘Thus the Stare Exhibition affords an ample oppor- 
tiinity to gauge the progress that each line in handi- 
érafty and Industries makes from ear to year. Te had 
substantially helped the local tra. e, stimulating ar the 
same time industrial growth. It had revitalized rhe 
long-established industries whose Renan had been 
steadily losing ground, owing to lack in meeting the 


ait 





) changing réquirements of the pate haa aon also 
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served as potent factor in : 
of small scale and cottage industris 1g is: c 
ment of which its organisers may well be proud, ‘Lastly, 
though the exhibition is primarily commercial enter- 
prise, the amusement section is not ignored. One of 
its Most attractive features is good music, while an- 
other great attraction are the splendid illuminations 
each night, when thousands of multi-coloured bulbs 
transform the exhibition buildings into a fairy palace. 
The exhibition is thus fully serving the purpose with 
which i it was organised, and is materially assisting the 
economic development of Kashmir. The State Govern- 
ment have opened a well-equipped Central Market at 
the Exhibition grounds, where almost all Kashmir- 
manufactured articles are sold, at fixed prices, They 
have also established an emporium at Srinagar, and 
Jammu, respectively, where local produce and manu- 
factured articles, find a good and ready market. Thus 
the Central Market, at Srinagar, now permanently 


~ Jocated at the Exhibition grounds, is a highly convenient 


she Ping centre, for residents in, and visitors 10, 
Kail 


PART Il 
PRACTICAL AND STATISTICAL 
CUMATE AND CLOTHING 
(a) The Time of Visit 


Spring and autumn are the best times to yitit 
Kashmir, and it ix hard to say which is becrer. Spring 


April but even the first days of May are showery and 
cold. The rest of May and carly June are delightful: 


but towards the end of June the main valley gets warm 


and relaxing, and it is well then to move up to the 
higher hills, July is an unpleasant month in the valley, 


and August (when the monsoon comes into Kashmir) 


6 generally rainy. From the latter half of September 
till the middle of November is the beet timi¢, since after 
the middle of September the weather clears and cools, 
and the climate is bracing and invigorating. Thus 
July and August, at Srinagar, being dnenettoteatin moit 
people, who can do so, ger away from it, cither to pursue 


Ghee the Sind river pours down from the snows, and 
the grey ice water sta the air by a pood many degrees. 


* 


i: 
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The best time thus for a visit to Kashmir ic cither 


from the middle of April, (when the flowers and fruit 
-treeas make the valley one sheet of blossoms) 


til! the 
middle of June; or again, from the middle of Septem- 
ber till che middle of November, Lf the visitor intends 
to stay, in Kashmir, for about six months, the end of 
April is about the best time for a visit. If the stay is, 
however, to cover a shorter period, then the autumn 
months—which are the best time of all-—should be 
spent in the valley for, though not having the freshness 
of spring, there is then more strength and vigour in 





‘the air. In July and August, Srinagar being uncom- 


fortably hot and even unhealthy, those who do nor want 
to incur the expense of going to higher healrh resorts 
—to spend comfortably these two months—can move 
about in their boats to Ganderbal, or trek up some lovely 
side-valley (branching away from the main Jhelum 
valley), and either stay in their house-boet, or camp 
out under tents at Pahalgam, Sonamarg, or some other 
marg. Domestic insects (such as sand-flies and mos- 
quitoes) have in these two months but a short season 
in Kashmir, but while it is on, they make the most. of 
it, as the unfortunate visitor soon discovers, and no one 
should be there at that time without good mosquito 
nets, and a sufhcient supply of some effective in 

There are several very good bungalows available 
at Srinagar, and timber huts at Gulmarg, but to those 
who wish to live in them and lead practically the same 
life as one does at a hill-station, one would not recom- 
mend Kashmir, as it would be a case of travelling further 








to fare worse. The essential charm and novelty of 


Kashmir ts the free and easy life on its beautiful lakes 


and rivers, Here it is not unp Heasantly hot even in 
July and August, and travell sag anid fairly cheap, 
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these two uncomfortable months should be spent pre- 
ferably—as suggested above—in making trips up the 
many delightful valleys (such as the Sind, the Liddar, 
and the Lolab) and camping out in tents, As the 
valley is cool (and even cald for months) during the 
Sreater part of the year, one need not rise higher than 
the water level, except during July and August. Tims 
the best times to spend in the valley are the spring and 
the autumn. Early, or lace, in these two short sclsons, 
the Lolab valley should be visited, as it lics rather low, 
but Gulmarg and the Sind and the Liddar valleys are 
delightful: in mid-summer—July and August. | 

_ Having arrived at Baramula (from Rawalpindi), 
Gulmarg can be casily reached in four or five hours by 
riding; or, if the first objective be Srinagar, the journey 
up the river by boat takes abour two days. It is noces- 
sary to order the boat beforehand of a reliable agency ney 
(at Srinagar) to be sent to Baramula, together with che 
required servants, supplies, and stores, On reaching 
ris —if a house-boar for the whale period of one’s 
stay 3 mot heen already secured suiicah lat agency — 
it may be necessary to stay at Nedou's Hotel, and pros- 
pect from there for one, since it is house-boat life which 
is 50 essentially peculiar to a holiday in Kashmir, and, 
preferably, no house-boat should, therefore, be engaged 
without a personal ‘inspection, 


(4) Clothes aud Outfits jor Men 


The clothes to be taken with one to Kashmir form 
rather a difficult question, and the amount reaui 









to stay. For staying on the plains of Kashmir, in the 
spring and the aucumn, one needs exactly what one 





depends entirely on how long and where one intends 
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cold weather in Upper India. If one is not going to 
Snnagsr or Gulmarg, one may not require much; bur 
at those two places one wants just as much as at any 
other fashionable hill station—particularly, evening 
} cloches, for there people dress at all evening functions 
Uniforms and full dress mit are Worn, at Srinagar, at 
the Maharaja's annual dinner, and other evening state 
functions, and morning dress at afternoon parties and 
other social gatherings. For the rest, Srinagar-made 
paioo: suits are quite permissible mi camp, For camp 
outfits while trekking, reference may be made to chat 
section for detail, It may be added that there are at 
Srinagar a number of Kashmir tailors, who are extremely 
skilful in copying patterns, and who thus manage to. 
turn out excellence clothes, both: for ladies and gentle 
§ men. Their services may be safcly and freely availed 

of YY visitors for getting good, serviceable, clothes made 

up for everyday wear, especially of stuffs made im 
Kashmir. 

(c) Clothes for Indian Women 


As regards clothes, suited to their requirements by 
Indian ladies, in Kashmir, the following notes supplied 
bya expert will be found useful: Kashmiri saris, al- 
hough cent per cent Indian, are-something out at the 
ordinary, sods hiaks a delightful change in 2 woman's 
‘costume not only in Kashmir, but throughout India, 

shimiri saris are made of the softest cexture, flawless 
weave, and with so beautiful an embroidery that it gives 
the impression of delicate water-colour painting, The 
designs are highly attractive, one of the most popular 
being that of the leaves of the famous Kashmir tree 
called chenar, in which the intricate border, in different 
tones of green, subtly blends with other beautiful colours, 
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displayed against a background ‘of light srone-grey. 
Amongst others a sar? of soft rose is set off to great 
advantage by a border of shaded loruses, im light and 
dark tones of lavender. Perhaps the most: fascinating 
sori is. inva light green with an exquisite border of vivid 
greeny-blue kingfishers, displaying the glory of their 
resplendent, multi-coloured, wings in flight What 
can be more reminiscent of Kashmir—that paradise of 
birds:and flowers—than the chenar, the lotus, and the 
kingfisher? Then there are a-number of saris em- 
-broidered in the more conventional designs, worked in 
gold on Kashmiri shawls; but the same embroidered on 
saris, in alks in rich deep tones, look far more attractive, 
and are highly popular for everyday use. 

With these saris should be worn bodices as simple 
as possible, with no hint of the West about them, 
Broche or brocade, is the best choice, and the sleeves 
could be of the same material, or of some finer stuff, 
to go with the suri, The sleeves should be just short 
and straight, for the Indian tailor of ladies’ clothes 
imagines that no blouse can fl sites the sleeves 

: it the shoulders! Tf one is 





have a pronounced bunch at 
lucky cnough to find Persian slippers, they should be 
worn with Kashmiri saris, as they are most appropriate, 
and being purely oriental, they look charming. It is 
not necessary to travel to Kashmir for saris manufic- 
tured there, for one can pet into touch with reliable 
dealers over there, or better still, get them through any 
firm in any part of India thar deals in Kashmir stuff, A 
list of dealers at Srinagar, will be found in the Directory 
section of this hook. 


LAHORE-TO-SRINAGAR THROUGH RAIL- 
CUM-ROAD SERVICE 


| "Thanks to the enterprise af the North-Western 
| Railway (Lahore), visitors to Kashmir are now provided 
with a reliable transport service to Srinagar from umn- 
portant stations on several railway lines in India. The 
North-Western Railway instituted, in 1935, 4 through 
service by which passengers by rail are booked 
any of these stations to Srinagar, on special rzil-cum- 
_ road return tickets available for no less than six months. 
Thus visitors to Kashmir are now able, on getung down 
from train at either Jammu or at Rawalpindi, to board 
comfortable motor cars or lorries, which take them to 
Stinagar, together with their luggage. This through 
service had proved for the economically-minded tourists 
the cheapest und the safest method of travel to Kashmir, 
as they are provided with a well-organised tram: 








These special rail-cum-road return tickets to Sri- 
hagar are, as stated above, available from the tst of 
April, for completion ot the return journey within x 


outward journey either wa Rawalpindi and Murree, or 
via Jammu (Tawi) and Banihal, to be back via either 


ment (at Lahore) had issued a highly informative and 
well-illustrated pamphlet—called Visit Summer-Resorit 
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(1940 edition)—which should be consulted. The con- 
cession return journey fares, from various railway stations 
in India to Srinagar are shown at pages 34 00 37 of the 


pamphlet, These concession fares are—as stated above - 


—exclusive of road toll charges payable by passengers 
entering the Kashmir State, particulars of which -will 
be found at page 10 of the pamphler. 

___ Passengers holding first and second class concession 
tickets are conveyed over the road portion of the 


journey, from and to the rail-head, in well-eq _ 


motor cars, which do the journ¢y in the course of a day, 
Inter and third class passengers are conveyed from and 
to tail-head by motor lorries, Halts em rowte are not 
permitted on the road portion of the journey, but break 
of journey for 24 hours for every 100 miles is only 
ermitted at the railway stations en route to the rail- 
iead stations, or at the rail-head station from which 
the road journey commences, provided thar such halts 
do not exceed 24 hours for every 100 miley of the rail- 
way portion of the journey, “Phises tecotahag- aoa 
second class passengers are accommodated in one car. 












‘Ordinarily the front seat in-a car is treared as first class 


All road transport used for the carriage of railway 
passengers by road is insured against accidents, and 
passengers holding rail-cum-road tckets are covered 
against risks of injury, and death, by the inturance poli- 
cies, obtained by the transport agents from recognived 
infurance companies. The visitors to Kavhmir can thus 
how travel economically, and also in comfort and safety, 
from any of che numerous important stations druated 


in several provinces and Staresof India. Tt may ale be 


added that the Kashmir Government have now exempt- 
ed from payment of customs duty such goods of the 
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visitors as radio sets, tents, golf clubs, cinematograph 


cameras, etc., brought into the State for their personal 


use, and have also now abvulished the possession tax on 
motor cars, both for visitors and residents. 

For detailed information the prospective tourist 
should obtain (from the Chief Commercial Manager, 
North-Western Railway, Empress Road, Lahore)a copy 
of the latest edition of the pamphlet, mentioned above, 
and study it carefully to be enabled to plan out his trip 
to Kashmir—economically and comfortably, through 
the good offices of the North-Western Railway, 

Note:—During the continuance of war conditions, 
this highly convenient rail-cum-road service was ss 
pended, in 1942, until the cessation of the war. 
But it was notified for the information of the general 
public that with effect from Ist April, 1943, six-monthly 
and 18-day rail-cum-foad return tickets to Srinagar 


(Kashmir), vie Rawalpindi and back, will be issued 





first, second, inter, and third class pee 's, from 
the following stations: Lahore, Delhi, Karachi, Cantt., 
Hyderabad (Sind), Multan Cantt., Meerut Cantt., 
Ambala Cantt., Sukkur, Ferozepore Cantt., Saharanpur, 
Peshwar Canct., Jullundur Cantt., and Lyallpur; while 
18-day tickets will be issued from all these stations ex- 
eept Karachi Cantt., Hyderabad (Sind) and Sukkur. 


COMMUNICATIONS IN KASHMIR 
_ Kashmir being a mountainous land, the problem 


OF Maintaining communications ix naturally enportant, 
and, Government. have to spend anually more. than 
Rs, 25 lukhs on works of public utiliry, conducing to 
facility in transit and allied matters, The two prin- 
pal roads chat link the State with British India ore 
(i) the Banihal road, and (2) the Jhelum valley road, 
both of which are well metalled,.. and partly | tarred. 
These two toads join at Srinagar, and take one conti« 
nuous road, which is the main artery of communi- 
cation, from end wend of the State. The Jhelum 
alley road (132 miles. in the State, of which 40 miles 
have been macadami ) links Srinagar with che British 
valley--with the hill station of Mucree, and the military 





highest portion of the Benihal road remains closed 
during winter months, With a view to keep this road 
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open throughout the year, a heavy snow-plough and a 
bull-grader are wsed for clearance of the snow quickly 
and economically. In continuation of this road runs. 
the Jammu-Suchetgarh road, abour 19 miles m length, 
connecting Jammu with Stlkot, the headquarters of 
the British Indian district: of that name, in the Punjab, 
Besides the main routes, described above, the Leh 
road is the third important traffic artery in the State, as 
It is the maim trade route connecting Ladakh and Central 
Asia with India, and it runs through the Stare over a dis- 
tance of 450 miles; while the fourth road és the Bandipur- 
Gilgit road, which has a political importance equal to 
that of the Leh road. It runs by way of the Burzil pass, 
and is 193 miles long. There are also shorter meralled 
roads; from Narbal, ac mile 9 on the Jhelum valley road, 
to Tangmare from which 2 three-mile bridle path leads. 
to the famous hill resort of Gulmarg: and from Khana- 
bal, : oo the Banihal road, at mile $1, from Srinagar) to 
Mhalgam, in the Liddar valley, a distance of 31 miles. 
Ocher meralled roads in the State cover a length of 60 
miles, and other fair-weather motorable roads cover 
451 miles, Communications in the interior also have 
been improved of late, Two bridges, one over the 
Chenab, at Akchur, and the other over the Tawi, ac 
Jamu, have been lately built at a cost of about Rs. & 
lakhs. The Forest Department maintain over 2,000 
miles of fairly good forest roads. The Jammu-Suchet- 
_garh railway is so far the only railway in the State. Bur 
motor lorry services connect all the districts and im- 
portant powns (except those on the frontier) with one 
another, An acrodrome has been constructed near Sri- 
nagar, and the construction on another near Jammu is: 


ROUTES INTO KASHMIR 
Great ramparts round Kashmir’s valley which seek 
To guard her from all harsh outer world's strife: 
Thou symboly serene of might from above 
Holding uy safe in God's ramparts of Love. 
Paaps eacsieey in Mrs, Perey Brown's Cheer 
ves, 


There are several routes into Kashmir, each having 
a peculiar charm of its own, These are:—(1) From 
Dalhousie to Srinagar, the distance between which is 


209 mules, covered in 15 marches” (through Kishewar), 


of special interest, as it was the route used by the Indo- 
Moghal Emperor, Jahangir, who first brought Kashmir 





hes ke 


still exist), which is 173 miles over he Pir Panjal range, 





the North-Western Railway, 188 miles long. in 14 
marches; (5) the motor route fram Hevelian (on the 


of 


( iy j 
North-Western Railway) to Abbottabad, and thence 


to Srimagar; and (6) the motor route from Rawalpindi 


(via Murree) to Srimagar. But in these days of speed, 
the three motor routes, mentioned above, are naturally 
preferred and, therefore, they only will be described 
in this book, besides the Poonch route. 

The chief motor routes into Kashmir are: (a) Sn- 
nagar to Kohala—meeting there the road from Rawal- 
pindi—eand (6) Jammu to Srinagar, the latter and 
newer leading over the 9,000 feet-high Bantha] Pas. At 
Sialkot (on the. North-Western Railway Wazirabad- 
Jammu branch) with its excellant Mountview Hotel, 
is an unusual milestone, outside the Trinity Church, 
It is like many others in appesrance, but its wording 
is arresting. Jt shows the distance to vanous impor- 
tant towns and centres but, in addition, it carries the 
information that unlike the road “where dust riseth as 
smoke from a furnace”, “an highway shall be there’ 
(the way on which one is going) and that “the way- 
farer has come,” and the heart of the expectant from 
the “scorching plains” is refreshed by reading, that “the 
land (Kashmir) whither ye goest is a fair land of hi 
and green valleys and clear running waters." How 
true this description of Kashmir is, only the visitor to 
the happy valley knows. The older motor route— 
from to Srinagar (opened to Baramula, in 1889, 


and to Srinagar, in 1897)—starts from Rawalpindi. (om 


the North-Western Railway) and the distance to Bara- 
mula is 176 miles, and to Srinagar 196 miles. From 
Rawalpindi to Kohala the route fies in British Indian 
territory and beyond Kohala (across the river Jhelum) 
to Srinagar, in the State of Kashmir. 

The three motor routes (including that starting 
from Hevelian vie Abbottabad and meeting the Srinagar- 
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Kohala road at Domel) are popular, ax each of them 
has, a9 its starting point, a station on the North-Western 
Railway; Rawalpindi (for the Kolala-Srinagar, or the 
Shelurn valley route; Hevelian (for the Abbottabad); 
and Jammu (for the Banihal), These three stations 
on the North-Western Railway can easily be reached 
from any part of India, Rawalpindi is on the main 
route between Lahore and Peshawar, and there are speedy 
and comfortable mail and express trains directly dinking 
it with the principal Indian seaports, Hevelian is not 
on the main line, but is erved by a branch {rom Tazilla, 
which is a junction station, a short distance to the north- 
west of Rawalpindi. Jammu, too, is on a branch line 
from Waxirabad, which lies on the main route between 
Lahore and Rawalpindi, 

_ As an indication of the climbing to be done, the 
following heights above the sea level may be noted:— 
From Lahore (1,000 feet) to Banihal Pass viv Jammw 
(9,000 feet), and to Srinagar (5,260 feet): from Rawal- 
pind: (1,700 feet) to Murree (6,500 feet) and to Sr- 





magar; and from Abbottabad (4,000 feet) to Srinagar, 


Thus the three principal routes connecting Kavhmir 
with the British Indian plains, are each of them attrac- 
tive. The scenery en route js highly interesting; variety 
and beauty keep the craveller not only fascinated but 
also at times, excited. The near-by glens, brooks, and 


waterfalls, as well as the distant snow-capped peaks and 


glorious ranges, make one forget the worries and troubles, 
and evoke in one a genuine admiration for the great 
gifts of Nature, which are bestowed on Kashmir with 
such great prodigality.. While both the motor routes are 
beautiful; the Banihal road offers the more magnificent 
scenery, As such, the ideal thing to do ix to go by the 
Banihal roure (which commands from the top of the 





ae 
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9,000 feet a splendid and superb 
view sar Pir of Ges Rasher SF) ead return by the Murree- 
Rawalpindi route. 


ht 


RAWALPINDI 
A hundred miles of scww-clad mountain peaks 
On either side wprear their heady to heaven, 
And, flecked with light and shade and yellow foam, 
Broad-bosomed Jhelum wends his stately way, 
Anomymour. 





Of the three roads of escape from the: summer 


of the plains of the Punjab, the Jhelum Valley Road 
might well be. called the high road to: Kashontr, By. 
reason of its easy access by rail, ar Rawalpindi, it is by 
fer the most frequented route to Kashmir. It is not 
until after the seventeenth milestone that the road lexves 
the hot plains behind, and starts the climb up to the 


pine-clad slopes of Murree Hill. This is a pretty stiff 


climb. The road skirts the lower part of Murree, and 
crosses the ridge beyond Sunny Bank, from where 
, Murree is easily reached The view on the far side is 
beattiful aad for ‘ehow who know just where to 
Jools, Nanga Parbat towers mujearically above the dis 
tant snow ranges. After Murree, there follows 2 des- 
cent of twenty-five miles to sie where a fine girder 
lee carries the road, across: the Jhelum, into the 
State of Kashmir. Throughout the main valley of 
Kashmir, for ninety miles, the Jehlum is a wide sluggish 
ved meandering along its green rice fields and orchards. 
is, indeed, che chief commercial highw baghway of Kashrnir. 
Sond igaolpalmapay hm oe sah y, the river 


flows through the Wular Lake, the largest natural ahees 


an ptag ieee 


smn? oy sao HAOOR Y! 
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of iresh water in India. At Baramulla, the Jhelum 
is nearly a hundred yards wide; but, half 2 mile below 
the town, it becomes much narrower, Here the moun- 
‘tains hem it in and, after pouring over a sunken barrier 
of rock, it becomes a series of rapids, and the river roars, 
as though annoyed at finding the mountiins in ite path, 
For over a hundred miles, from here, the Jhelum caryes 
its way through the deep gorges before its water spill 
out over the thirsting plains of che Punjab, And it is 
through these gorges, that there has built the Jhelum 
Valley Road—one of the most remarkable public high. 
way? in the world, | 
The sides of the deep gorges are steep and treacher- 
ous, and the building ne the road had not been child's 
play. ts construction was started in 1880; buc it was 
not until about ten years later chat the road was open to 
vehicular traffic from Rawalpindi to Baramulla, and not 
till 1898 to Srinagar. Though ic has altored little since 
the first days of the mail tongas there is hardly a bridee, 
or a cutting, along the 125 miles berween Murree and 
Baramulla, that has nor at sometime been swept away 
by flood, landslide, or avalanche. Thus the Jhelum 
Valley Road is 4. triumph of engineering: but nowhere 
had the difficulties raxed the resources of the engineers 










light timber structure serves as abutment for light 
ster! spi Coa iprtse ese ecaaiint th ce with the 
aslp. Such then is the wonderful brides which. 
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joins ‘the Punjab to the territory of the Kashmir State. 
Onward from Kohala, che road is on the left bank 


of the river, and there are a number of short tunnels 


through rock massifs, which, rising sheet from the river, 
leave no room for the road. Just short of Domel, the 
Jhelum is joined by its largest tributary, the Kishen- 
ganga, and the road from Abbottabad comes in here 
from the north-west. The road then turns sharply 


towards the east at Domel, and with every mile the 


scenery grows wilder and bolder, and the road more 
twisting. One moment the traveller is on che edge 
of a sheer drop with nothing more than a low stone wall 
between him and eternity, in the raging river hundreds 
of feet below, and the next, he is whirled round a corner 
under the spray of some magnificent waterfall! Below 
Rampur, the road pass the hydro-electric power ata- 
tion at Mahaura, from where the generators send electri- 





city to distant Srinagar and Gulmarg, The dak 


bungalow at Rampur, a mile or so beyond the power 
station, is lit by electricity, The scenery berween Ram- 
puriand Baramulla is the picce de resitence—it is 
magnificent, 

Bevond Baramulla, the valley opent our, and the 
roid runs between rows of poplars. The river, instead 
of thundering at the bottom of a deep chasm, # @ 
leisurely placid stream, bearing on its bosom the pic- 


tiresque rice boats, which are as much a pare of Kashmir | 


today, as they were centuries ago, The Jhelum Valley 


Road isa read of many moods, For weeks at a time, 
snow blocks it in winter. But in sommer it becomes 


the animated scene of a ceaseless pilgrimage to the green 
flowery murgs, the shady fir forests, the cool Moghal 
gardens, at Srinagar, and the dazzling snows of Kashmig, 
Such is the Jhelum—the main artery of traffic in Ka 





“ 
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mir even now, and one of the main factors contributing 






alike to picturesqueness, and pleasure, during one's stay, 
in the “happy valley". As sung by Mrs. Percy Brown 


ein her Chenar Leaves: 


As through the wale she takes her sincous cours 

To Baramulla far— ; 

From Verinag’s mirquoise spring—her gem-like source 
Her waters sacred. are! 

And as dusk falls, the Jhelum’s alver marge 

Shines: bright agams: dark trees, 

A purple-shadowed boat, like Cheiron’s barge, 
Floats with the evening breeze, “ 


I 


With this general sketch of the chief motor roures 
into Kashmir, I may now give some details for the be- 
hoof of the prospective traveller. The first stage ts a 
run of about fourteen miles from Rawalpindi to Barakao, 
along a very level road, fringed with shady trees. The 
next stage to Tret (12 miles) marks 2 steady climb 
atnidst low hills, which, in summer, constitutes a hot 
and dusty route, Tret stands at an elevation of 4,000 
feet and possesses a good bungalow, which commands 
a fine view, Thirteen and a half miles further—about 
a couple of miles from Sunny Bank—lies Murree, an 
important and fashionable hill-station, with an altitude 
ranging from 6,000 to 7,000 fect, On 4 clear day 
splendid views can be obtained from here both of the 
plains and of the snowy ranges. Murree is a delight- 
ful health-resort, and has hotels to suit all standards— 
Chamber's Hotel being central, near the motor terminus. 
Travellers pressed for time may, however, go straight 
from Sunny Bank to Kohala. 


Kohala, 2914 miles north of Murree, but about 
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four thousand feet of st descent below 4 it, is the next 
stage, and in summer ity hear, after Murree’s. salubric 
temperature, is rather yapledsant anid trying. Tt jk ees 
—as stated above—that the Jhelum river is crossed by. 
a bridge—the connecting link between British India 
and Kashmir—and the craveller then sets foot, for the 
first time, in the State territory, There iv ‘a large dak 
bungalow at Kohala. At the customs house, (on the 
lofty girder bridge spanning the river) the mecessary 
formalities are gone through, but personal luggage 
accompanying the traveller is exempted from duty. 
Three miles beyond, there is now a good Dak Bun- 
galow at Barsala, but there is no catering. 

From here the journey up to Baramulla is on the 
left bank of the Jhelum river, and the scenery is highly 
picturesque. Dulai and Domel, (12 miles: and 2144 
respectively from Kohala) are two points of interest— 
both with comfortable bungalows—while the most 
prominent feature of the landscape is the Kurnal peak, 
14,000 feet high. Domel ts.an important junction stage 
as the Jhelum valley route is joined here by the Abbot- 
tabad route, (from Havelian) wo Srinagar. Fourteen 





miles from Domel lies Garhi, with the valley beginning. 


to open our and the scenery is more impressive, and | 
the time Chenari (16 miles further east) in react 


some very fine views are obtained, with rhe road ying 


under the shadow of high hills. A suspension bridge 
and an old fort are the objects of specia oT iarecese hott 
The dak bungalow at Garhi is comfortable, 

Beyond Chenari the scenery is strikingly bold with 
lofty precipices on cither side of the river, and the road 
crosses several narrow gorges with huge cliffs, below 
which meanders the river, Jhelum. Uri is reached after 





18 miles have been covered. Te has a spacious, comfort= 


T 
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able and a ein pie dak bungalow, which is supplied 
electricity, and forms a convenient halting place 
the night. From: here the road runs along 
fairly level ground at an altitude of five thousand 
feet. The scenery is widely beautiful for the first 
few of 13 miles between Uri and Rampore, but 
the hills again recede and lovely patches of forest 
grou id are encountered. Five miles before Rampore 
ched, the traveller will notice, at Mahaura, the power * 
ame of the extensive hydro-electric works, which 
sic Bersy re, atch and several other places, 
batt: for domestic and industrial purposes. 
The dectas installation by which the dredging of the 
Vhelum river, and other schemes, are worked is a magni- 
ficent feat. Rampore is noted for its natural beauty, 
Great lime-stone precipices rise. here from the pine 
forests, and along the face of these cliffs a considerable 
volume of water, taken from the river Jhelum, is run 
in isi galleries for nearly six miles, and is then 
through four iron pipes on to the turbines, 
Fookt a height of over two hundred feet. It is quite 
worth while breaking j journey here to inspect the work- 
ing of this gigantic clectric installation. 
- Baramulla is reached 16 miles beyond Rampore. 
An ancient temple, 1 few signs of glacial moraines, 
the village of Naushera, keep the traveller's interest 
stimulated. Then the valley opens out, and the nor- 
thern peaks of Kashmir become visible, towering 
high above the closer mountains, The motor ro 
skirting low hills, leads first to Patan (164% miles Fron 
Baramulla) view from here wpat ricki starts on. the 
16 m to. Srinagar. 
el ma ea boat from Baramulla to 


Srinagar, if desired—provided proper arrangements 
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have been made with some reliable agency, at Srinagar, 


to send down there a residential boat, with the necessary 
equipment of manjbees, or boatmen. The most strik- 
ing scencry on the road journey between Baramulla 
and Srinagar is the glorious view of the stately poplar 
avenue, on both sides of the route, stretching over the 
whole distance of 34 miles. This splendid avenue was 
planted by the orders of Nur Jahan, and still stands 
* yn everlasting memory of that great Empress. Perhaps 
in the whole world, there ig no avenue of poplars w 
‘jong, so superb, and so well-kept. Above the avenue, 
there overlooks che greater part of the way, Mount 
Haramukh, 16,000 fect high, rising in its inspiring 
grandeur, At the end of che jowrney, you find. your 
self at Srinagar, the Venice of the East. 


MM 


At! Rawalpindi the best hotel 1 Flashman's, but 
there are clean and comfortable -waitmg rooms at the 
station. The Rawalpindi-Srinagar roure—194 mile 
long—is the most popular, and there are several car anil 
lorry agencies which ply regular services, a list of which 
is appended. The speed of cara is (officially) limited 
to 14 miles per hour, and the road berween Rawalpindi 
and Morree (a distance of just under 40 miles) is closed 
te motor traffic from sunset to sunrise. 

Fares.—The rates for a whole car, carrying three 
or four persons from Rawalpindi t Srinagar, yary 
from Rs. 100 to Rs. 150, Advance reservation should 
be made. The ¢ for a single seat in a car is from 
Rs 30 to Re. 0, while a single seat in a lorry usually 
iy a I oe These rates are es ssid to fluctusa- 
tion, for they depend greatly upon the traffic, and 
should, therefore, be verified. 


a 
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Luggage-—About:'2 maunds of light kit is allowed 
free with each car, and 20 swers with every seat by lorry. 
Extra luggage, if despatched by lorry, is usually charged 
for at Rs. 5-8 per maund. Luggage can also be bouked 
through to Srinagar and Gulmary. Messrs. N. D. 
Radha Kishen and Sons are North-Western Railway's 
gut-agents at Rawalpindi, and they have en arrange- 
ment with the Railway to carry booked luggage through 
to Srinagar and Gulmarg. 

Duration of journey.—Under normal conditions, 
provided no extra stoppages are made en rowle, it is 
‘Seems to accomplish the journcy from Rawalpindi to 

inagar in a single day in summer, when the days are 
long, But ax it is convenitnt to break journey at some 
suitable place mid-way, and stay overnight, many pre- 
fer to aleep at sorne Dak Bungalow en rouile, and arrive 
at Srinagar next day. The whole journey is thus easily 
done by car in two days, allowing for a night's rest at 
one of the Dak Bungalows. [t is best to #9 arrange 
the journey as to be able to reach Srinagar, preferably, 


' on the afternoon of the second day, in time for tea. 


Stages and Dak Bwngalows—The distance from 
Rawalpindi to Srinagar is divided into a number of 
vided at the end of each, in charge of a Abansema, with 
passable food and eS The following are the stages, 
— bur enquiries should be made beforehand whether a 

particular bungalow is closed, at the time. 
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RAWALPINDI TO SRINAGAR. 





2. ‘Tret °. Sunny Bank 11 6050 


Khansunah 
Do. 
3. Sunny Banks Kohala .. 27 1,880 Ds. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da. 
Do. 


# .. Doula ., o2 2,037" 

§. Dula «>» Domel 9 272 

é.-Domel .«. Garhi 14 2,642 

7. Gari .. Chingrt  .. 16 5,414 

§, China .. Uri J. 08 4,366 | 

9, Un .. Rampore .. 13 4,831 Da, 
10, Rampore Baramulla 1f 5,183 } D. B, closed 
Ll. Baramulla Pattan 17 $207 | at present 
12, Patten .. Srinagar 17 §,214 Nedou's Hotel 

Howe-boat 


Tolls.—Tolls on the road have to be paid near Tret, 
at Kohala (on crossing the bridge into Kashmir terri- 
tory), and at Domel, where (at the custom house) you 
are also called upon to make a luggage declaration of 
articles on which duty is levied; but such duty is only 
charged on an excess quantity of stores, or on cartridges 
numbering over 500—the traveller’s personal luggagi 
being exempt. If a servant and luggage be sent pig 
thould have a written declaration 26 to what he is taking 
with him, to be able to produce it at Domel in order 
to get through the customs formalities. 
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Ra a. p- 

Car at 17 Miles for four sats 1 8 0 
Car ,. Kohals ee 1 28 0 
Geri» Ded « no» 2 0 O 
Car 4, 17 Miles for throe seats : 1 #8 0 
Car 42 Kohala 4 at “. | 4 0 
cts Donel 3 ws ce . wo 6 
Pee seat 

bt 1" » Kohala » fot -. o 6 0 
Lorry seaty at 17 Miles for three seats  & oO 8 
oe io DE on TiO 132. 0 
» « w Fullforry 14 Ton . # 0 0 
Each passenger o 6 0 


Motor Companies—The following is (an alpha- 
betical) list of the principal motor transport companics 
at Rawalpindi:— 

1. Amar Motor Works Company, City, 

2. American Motor Company, Dalhousie Road, 

3. Chiragh Din and Sons, Dalhousie Road. 

4. Eclipse Motor Company, Dalhousie Road. 

§. Collins Brothers, Railway Road. 

6. Mail Motor Service, Lawrence Road, 

7. Murree and Kashmir Carriers, Railway Road, 
8. N.D. Radha Kishen and Sons, near Municipal 
Garden, (North-Western Railways out-agents for carry~ 
ing booked luggage to Srinagar and Gulmarg). 

9. Punjab Motor Company, Edward's Road, 

9 
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10. Punjab Motor Service Dalhousie Road. 
_ di, Rawalpindi and Kashmir Motor Transport 
Company, City, | 
12. Royal Motor Company, Lawrence Road. 
13. Sohan Lal & Sons, Dalhousie Road, , 


vt 





THE HAVELIAN-DOMEL ROUTE (VIA 
ARBBOTTABAD). 
Theig distant peaks preat mountains rear 
Pure, shadowy guardians of Kashmir, 
‘From “Memories of Gulmarg”, in Mr, Perey 
Brown's Chenar Leavy. 


The Abbottabad-Domel route starts from the 
zane station (on the North-Western Railway), which. 
the historic site of the world-famous and ancient 
Peta university, dating back to more than two thou- 
sand years. The wonderful relics discovered here are 
housed in an excellently-kept museum, which well 
deserves a visit. This route possesses the decided ad- 
vantage over the one from Rawalpindi in that it is the 
natural way in winter, when Murree, and the hills 
besonit ic (on the Rawalpindi roure), are blocked by 
snow, and all the hotels at Murree are closed. The 
North-Western Railway have a branch line from Taxils, 
on the main route, to Havelian—the starting point, hy 
ear, on the Abbottabad route, There is ane caution, 
an unbridged river—the Haro—which at times comes 
down in spate, often eee up traffic for hours, if 
not sometimes even for a day. There are s¢veral motor 
Sse at Abbottabad, a list of which is appended, 
and which arrange to send cars to meet the traveller at 
Havelian, if so desired, 
Setting out from Hevelian along a good and slightly 
ascending road, 9 miles long, the traveller reaches the 
pretty cantonment station of Abbottabad, with its 
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charming cottages and bungalows, in the midst of the 
groves of eucalyptus trees, It stands at a level of 4,000 
feet above the sea, and is a favourite hill-station of che 
western Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province, 
Sixteen wales further Mansehra is. reached, after 2 
meady climb and crossing many ravines, and finally 
taking a descent. Skirting the hills, the road then 
down to Garhi Habibulla, 19 miles fram Manechra. 
Domel is 14 miles beyond this point; and the Rawal- 
pindi route is there met and the remainder of the journey 
to Srinagar is as sketched in the description of that 
route. 

Fares—A. whole car is charged at Rs. 80 per car, 
Single seats by lorries are charged at Rs. 12 


crosses a valley, climbs: a forest ridge, and then zig-zags- 






seat, ‘These rates are, however, subject to’ alteration, | 


from time to time, as much depends upon the traffic 
on the road. Single seats by cars are not booked on 
this route. | 

Lugetge.—Six maunds by taxi cars; and 20 seers 
per seat by lorries are allowed free. Additional lug- 
Rage is charged at $-8 per maund by cars and Ra 35-8 
per maund by lorries. 

Duration of journey—As the distance between 


Havelian and Srinagar is 170 miles, as compared with 


196 miles by the Rawalpindi roure, and 4s there is far 


less climbing to be done before Domel is reached, the 


time occupied by the journey wie Abbottabad is appreci- 
ably shorter. Cars require 8 or 10 hours; lorries 10 
to 12. The night running of motor vehicles js prp- 
hibited by the State. It is preferable to do the journey 
in two days, ’ .— 

Dak Bungalows,—As in the case of the other two 


|.‘ 
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of the Rawalpindi route—the principal ones being at 


Abbottabad, Mansehra and Garhi Habibulla, 


The route is 2¢ follows:— 


From To 


9 4,000 Comforr—D. B. 


1. Havelian .. Abbottabad 
. 3,550 D. B. inch. Kh, 


? Abbottabad  Manechira 


3. Manschra .. Sco Habib- 19 2,657 Dao. 
4. Garhi Hahib- | 14 2,172 Do. 


Accommiodation on the above route is not reserved 
in advance, 
Tolls.—Tolls on the above route. 
Car at Domel 3 Seater Rs, 10. 
Lorry at Domel Full Re. 30, 
Mofor Companies—The following is a list of the 
1. Abdur Rauf and Bre. 
2. Hazara Motor Works, 
§.. Kashmere Motor House 
6. Mohamed Motor Works. 





THE BANIHAL (JAMMU-SRINAGAR) 
ROUTE 

My spunt long: to soar and penetrate 

That mowy boundary range remote and: pure, 

For there perchance lics hidden Heaven's 

Which oncr attained, my cesticw heart wail cee 

But "tis in vain I seck that region clear 

When whisp'ring winds reply, “Lol Heaven is here’, 
From "The Pir Panjal Kange Feom Srinagar” in 

Mrs, Percy Brown's Chewar Leaves, 


The ancient city of Jammu (on the North-Wes- 
tern Railway) 8a picturesque sight, with its pi 
and temple spiers, capped by golden balls and cones, 
tering in the sun against the ash purple background 
the hills, The town is made up ote series of crenellaced 
heights, each hill-top, apparently the possession of a 
leading family, which fortified it against aggression im 
the bad days of old. The road to Srinagar is of excellent 
surface throughout, and, in addition to the comfortable 


rest-house at Jammu there are dak bungalows all along. 
the route. Por the first few miles the road runs through a 


picturesque country, overlooking the valley of the Tawi, 
and then mounts to higher levels. The view from the 


top of the Banihal Pass (9,000 feet) is truly magni- 


ficent. In the distance the gaze ts. limited by snow- 





capped giants. At our feet lies the fertile and lovely 
valley of Kashmir. Immediately below, lies the famous 
spring that gives birth to the Jhelum as ic emerges at 
Verinag, and is the best place to halt as a first stage in 





Khanshal jiak Bungalow 


( 135 ) 


another twenty miles until we reach the level, our car 
takes us through willow-lined avenues, past tall, alvery 
poplars standing like sentinels between a serried rank of 
white-capped peaks, close to the ruins of the temple of 
Martand, and wo Acthabal, with its old Mog ul gardens 
and wonderful trout hatchery, touching the banks of 
the widening Jhelum at times, until eventually, sixty 
miles from the top of the Banihal Pass, we.come to 
I 


‘This lovely motor route—called, in common par- 
Jance, “the Banihal”—is the most pict ue of the three * 
aeiliey of a river (like the Jhelum route) it traverses 
two mountain passes, though in the winter and the 
spring it is blocked by snow on these high passes—the 
Pstniand the Banihal. Ir ts about 204 miles long, and 
starting from the winter capital of the State (with the 
excellent Dak Bungalow mentioned above), it crosses 
the Chenab, near Ramban, and then ascends the Banihal 
pass (9,000 feet) above the famous spring at Verinag. 

The first portion of the journey lies along fairly easy 
gradients, but after a short distance, the road climbs 
steeply through a number of deep cuttings in the rocks. 
‘At Banihal the road climbs to an alticude of 5,650 feet. 
‘There fs then a very stiff ascent to the top of the Banihal 
pass (alnitude 9,000 feet), from where a most magiii- 
icent view is obrained of the superb and pplendid 
senery of the Kashmir valley lying below. “A zig-zag 
descent, of 2,500 feet, brings the traveller to Verinag 
(115 miles from Jemmu), which posseses—bendes a 
good bungalow—a fine camping ground. Anantngag: 
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(or Islamabad), 13 miles distant fiom “Veriiag, is an 
easy stage, but the bungalow at Khanabal, close by, is now 
Gaiersed t for His Highness. From here the traveller, of 
he desires, may take boat for the remainder of his journey 
(32 miles): to Srinagar, or travel by car, passing along 
Avantipur, which also has a bungalow. 

The first abe pee miles drive, from (eo 
brings onc to Jhaggar, which is a.charming spot, by the 
river, Udhampore, a distance of 21 miles beyond, is a 
delightful drive, and through a gap in the hills one gees 
a wonderful peep at the snows, while the glimpse of the 
pink sun-kised peaks is quite fascinating. It iy quite an 
attractive spot with the hills overlooking the plains. 
' Udhampore, with its-ancient palaces, is. relic.of impar- 
tance Of the old times of Kashmir. It is-41 miles aes 
Jammu, and is the first gateway to the valley of 
Kashmir. Up to Udhampore the road rambles through 
foot hills, rising and falling without gaining high alti» 
tude, But beyond it the road runs up a steady incline 
for 26 miles, a wonderful piece of engineering, to the 
mimnnt. of the Patni. Pass—7,000 feet above the aa 
level. From here the weary zig-zags of the road) run 
like a great white serpent backwards andd forwards, 
ever rising, till it reaches Kud; Here che bungalow is 
placed just above the road, in picturesque surroundings, 
Beyond it one climbs over the hill and wends one’s way 
down to the commodious and well-furnished bungalow 
at Batote, 12 miles distant, nestling amidst pines and 
firs, and commanding «-splendid view of the ranges over- 
looking the valley of the Chenab. Batote to Ramban 
it 18 miles, and the road drops down steadily all the way 
ce edge tf the Chenab river, through attractive and 


The river, Chenah, winds irs way between steep and 
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Udkampur Oak Hungslow 
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rugged banks, dashing over boulders—swirling and 
eddying round corners, beauriful, bur (being snowfed) 
very cold, Few sights in natural scenery could be either 
ao thrilling or impressive as the narrow, tortuous, 
majestic course of the Chenab dashing against two 
almost perpendicular ranges, parallel wo the motor road, 
sometimes following so close that one witnesses the sun- 
beams playing with the bubbling froth and foam of its 
rushing Waters, and at other times looking like a streak 
of burnished gold in the depth of a precipitous ravine. 
It is at Ramban that you cross the Chenab by a single 
span iron bridge. At Ramban (2,400 fect)—a very 
delightful spot—one watches with interest the great logs 
of timber floating down the river and being tossed about 
hither and chicher: The well-situated and well-main- 
tained rest-howse, overlooking the river is now closed 
to the public, being reserved for His Hi hness the Maha- 
raja. The next march to Ramsv, |4 miles away is rather 
aweiry trek, in spite of its passing through grand 
scenery, for the road is narrow and the precipices almost 
terrifying. Ramsu is 4,100 feet above sa-level, and its 
tiny bungalow perched over the rushing stream, the 
ise of which t¢ almost deafening, is now clowed. From 
Ramsu to Banihal is 12 miles: the country is wild and the 
cliffs overhang eet road, but the ascent is fairly gradual 
tp the well-provi ed dak bungalow, §,650 feet, situared 
ust above the road, where the valley widens out into a 


broad basin. 








iit 


From Banihal the road climbs by a series of zig- 
‘tags for twenty miles:to the great tunnel at the summit 
of the Banihal Pass, 9,000 feet above sea level, The 
‘tunnel, some 600 feer long, a striking piece of engineer- 











t is} 


ing, takes the road through the top of the mountain 
range right into the valley of the Jhelum, For the nor- 
thern portal, # magnificent panorama of the greater 
~Mimalayan range stretches before the motorist, who is 
compelled by the aheer beauty of the scene to hale at 
+ gl ee One comes across here one’s first ex) : 
of anderful panorama of the fairest walley, the 
plains below, surrounded by range upon 4 
of snow-clad petonteley truly a glorious vicw. “Obe 
viowily, at is the bes course w. reach Srinagar from 


_Jirarmu-—ta: be able to obtain a glimpse of mee 


return, tia the Jhelam valley route, to Rawalpi 
| who reverse the route make a very great mi 
From the tune) you droy aes steadily to Munda, 
where the bungalow'lies t n between two hills 
acing a grand ranye of snows, while below, the: 
‘of Tice-fields enhances the beauty of the: scene, Here 
#t-is-fresh and cold, and one appreciates a fire-ar sunset 
4 pleaeant change after the hot plains, From: Mundas 
itsiy ten smiles to Kavi Gund (with-a bungalow), and 
Wie next stage is 29 miles through attractive country 
‘to Khanabal, which adjoins Anantnag (or Liemalaade 
‘On. this nea of the road, the avenue of poplars gives 
pleatant shade ull the way. From here i ix 32 miles t0 
ye Magar, past the rie a stone at 
vantipur, (15 miles)—huile by King Avanti Varma, 
and dating back tm the eighth century, through the village 
of Pampoor (renowned for its palatable biscuits) 
to Srinagar (17 miles), As from Baramulla (on the 
ae apo wallay route) ? epee he the journey 
made t—provided proper 
ein been made with a reliable agency 
for a boat being sent up there from Srinagar, 
Fares —A whole motor car can be hired for Ri 1f0, 
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hut single seats in a cat are not booked. Single seat in 
lorries are charged for at Rs. 14 per scat. 

Luggage —Twenty seers per seat is allowed free in 
a motor car. Extra luggage is usually charged for at 
Rs, 4/8 per mound, 

Duration of journey.—In the sammer months, when 
the days are long, the ppceney from Jamfau to se 
can be accomplished in one day, but most people prefer 
co break journey, and stay overnight at one of the Dak 
Bungalows provided at she following stages:— 


From To S$ je Remarks 
2 
l. Jammu 1,000 DB. with Rhan- 
with electdc 
lights and fans 
2. Jammu Jhajjar 21 1,630 Rest house 
3. Jhajjar Tikni 7h 2.4s5 Deo, 
4. Tikn Udhampore Be 7,348 D. Bungalow 
§, Udhampore Dharamthal 122 3,500 R. House 


6. Dharamthal Kud (5) 12,700 DB & RH. 


7. Kud (S$) .. Batote 127 3,116 D. Bungalow 
&, Batore .. ‘Peerah 9) 7,116 BR. House 
9. Peerah Ramban ¢9°2.2f0 HH, K.-H. 
10, Ramban ,. Digdole 8 4.621 K. House _ 
11. Digdole Ranihal 1s? 5,650 TD. Bungulow 
12. Banihal .. Turnel 20 «6,985 ‘Do, 
13. Tunnel Upper Munda 9 7,224 dD. 


74. Upper Munda Lower Munda 54 7,224 BR, House 
15. Lower Munda Qari Gund 49 5,667 D_ Bungalow 


16. Qazi Gund  Khanabal 12 5,236 D. DHEA. 
'7, Khanabal Srinagar 12 $214 H. BH, ete. 


Tora, anout 20244 murs 
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Tolls—The following tolls are paid on the Jam- 


mu—Srinagar route:— 
Car at Ramban—For three seats Rs, 10. 
For four seats Rs, 12, 
Lorry Full with load Rs. 39. 
Each passenger Rs, |. 
The following (alphabetical) lise is of the prin- 
cipal motor transport companies at Jammu:— 

1. Ain & Company (Firm's Agency at the Mount- 
view Hotel, Sialkot, on the North-Western Railway), 
2; Himalaya Motor Service, | 
3. Imperial Transport Company, 

4. Kartar Singh and Sons, 

i. Krishna Motor Company, 

6. Motor Mail Service. 

7, N. D. Radha Kishen and Sons. 


(#) Requirements of Motor Cars 
1. THe Frrvincs 


The first thing to consider before starting on the 
fairly long journey to Srinagar, by any of the motor 
routes, is the car itself, and a few hints on it furnished 
by an eapert, are noted below:— ; | 
(1) Never take a brand-new car, but one which 
hax done at least five hundred—if not even one thow- 
sand—miles before you start; (2) change the ail in 
the engine, gear box and back axle; (5) grease and 
lubricate every part, including the springs; (4) fit 
a new set of plugs, as they give more power and save 
both petrol and trouble; (5) make sure your car Is 
mechanically sound in every way; (6) take new 
spare tyres, as a new tube in an old cover is false: eco- 
nomy, (7) avoid ordinary stick-on patches which are a 
snare, as they lift with heat; (8) take a good and 
complete set of tools in a toal-box, fixed to foot-board; 
(9) have sufficient tyre levers, ar rim tools, and make 
sure they are strong enough. (10) take two spare 
wheels fitted with new tyres and tubes; and lastly. 
(11) have o place for everything and everything in 
its place—lamps, tools, (spare) plugs, (extra) petrol, 
and a complete tube-repair outfir, 


2. Perrot, “Ex Route” 
_ Petrol can be obtained from pumps at the follow- 
ee ing places on the Jhelum Valley Route. Petrol is avail- 
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able at all fairly large-sized towns on all routes, and to 

‘ is pot necessary to carry a large quantity of it. As 

the rates of ooterel are changing, from time to time, ¢n- 
‘iries should be made for the current price. Repair 

Si of sorts will be found in most villages of any size, 

as the use of cars and lorries is now universal on the 

three motor-roads vo Srinagar. 





Miles 
aS 
a4 , 
133 
162 
196 
7aC«‘ ® 
Banihal . p21 
Anantnag (Islamabad) a» 876 
hijbehare 174 
Srinagar | 20 |" 
4, Pacxinc Luccace ow THE Car - 


The question of luggage is naturally one of pat 
mount importance. The best i9 to send all heavy lug- 
‘gage ahead by lorry, either from Rawalpindi or Jammu 
—the place of despavch depending on the route be 
‘taken, But personal luggage—like bedding, suit ca%e’. 
triin basket and rugs—has to be taken on the car. The 

uestion of pects depends very much on indiv idual 
noice, but the following hints, supplied by an expert 
may be useful to those who have no experience. 
A suit case often. weighs as much as its contents 
Tc is as well, therefore, to scrap suit cases, so far as por 








Valuathle Luggage Spacer 
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Jlows:—The whole of the bedding, boors, small articles, 
_ 4s, golf-sticks, to be laid out on che verandah, together 
ch Japanese baskets, containing the clothes and the 
pi bart. Supposing two passengers, besides the driver, 


= to i the rear scat, but, in 





taken; one must sit on 
uny case, the first thing to do is to spread ane or two 


rugs or blankets over the seats, front and reat. 


preserve the upholstery, xe comfortable, and take up 
practically no space. Then place a water-proof sheet, 
or old rug, on the floor of che rear compartment, and 
on this pack the remainder of the bedding, fitting. in 
che boots and old articles as you go, and leaving suffi- 
cient room for the passengers. 1 Us packed, you will 
be amazed at che room to spare. Finish off by pons 
the baskets on top of the bedding, and cover all with 
a rug, well tucked in, The fopi bags may be pinned 
to the hood straps, and the spare boxes and cases may 
be placed om the luggage carner, but the aim should be 
to ayoid over-hanging 45 much as_ possible or the tyres 
may give trouble, especially when rounding the corners. 
Remember that anything on the luggage carrier gets 
dirty and dusty and, therefore, canvas covers should 
be fitted to all boxes and cases, or large piece of con- 
gas should be wrapped round the bundles of lugesge 


—either on the luggage carrier or the foor boards— 


to protect them from: dirt and dust. 
4. Wan Connrrons NOTIFICATIONS 
modify oF 
for the rake of 


this , 
rovether in one of the appendices, 
iE be made to the Table of 
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5. Expenses "EN Route” to Satnacan * 


The three motor routes to Srinagar are maintained 
by the State in as good a condition as possible, and there ‘y, 
are fairly comfortable dak-bungalows all along them: 
But the dak-bungalows—though clean and well- kept 
—art by no means inexpensive. The State charges 
for their use, even tf one stays there fost to drink = cup 
of tea, or to have a wash, The best plan, therefore, #9. 
to take with one (in the car) a well-stocked picnic” 
basker adapted to the requirements of lunch and tea, 
and have all one's meals (with the exception of “chhota 
havari", or early tea, and dinner) by the road-side. 
At least, ene vacuum flask is an invaluable adjwwict to 
the basket. Such a well-ficted basket, with suitable 
provisions, is a source of great comfort, and (amongst 
other things) it beguiles the tedium of the long journey. 
Some bread, with tins of butter and biscuits, and (if 
possible) a cake, with a spirit kettle, and also ie oa. 
and resources for making tea, would help tw cheer ont 
on the way, and avon the indifferent afternoon tea : 
toatt, which is often provided at the dak nee, | 
Their charge i¢ one rupee per head per night; three 
annas per lamp, and the same for bath, The charges for 
food are also fairly high, and thus the daily tariff comes 
upto at least Rs, 6 for each person, Jt is, cherefore, 
obviously a great advantage, if even a few of these *” 
meals can be avoided. By not entering a dak bungs- 
low (except at night), leaving it immediately after 
early tea, and havin ing all the day-meals way-side, with 
the aid of one’s well-equipped batket, one not only 
renders the journey pleasanter, but keeps: one’s purt 
neavier. By forgetting uit soning and seta dees 
one finds oneself paying the rent for the bi wale 





4 
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at feast twice —if not three times—a day, just for taking 
one’s. meats in them, quite apart from the fairly heavy 
charges for the meals themselves. Hence the expe- 

» diency of keeping handy, in the car, a well-supplied 
tea and lunch basket. 


10 


ALL ABOUT HOUSEBOATS 
(a) Ghats and mooring charges 


The problem of mooring house boats, at Srinagar 
iteclf, has, of late years, become a difficult one. The 
pamties of houscboats is oat of all proportion to the 
small number of mooring sites available. Ome can, 
however, generally find a mooring site on the Dal lake 
in the vicinity of Gagribal, which is also a good place 
for quict bathing. The best bathing place is at the 
Nagin Bagh, a few miles out of Srinagar, not far from 
the famous camping ground of Naseem Bagh. Un- 
fortunately the mooring sites at Nagin Bagh, being 
poreccly owned, are rather expensive. The bathing 
house at Nagin Bagh can be hired, at a small charge, 

for the whole or part of a day, 
(b) Accommodation in warious kinds of Houseboats, 


Boats on the Jhelum = consist of three clases, 
(#) wooden houseboats, (6) doonga houseboats and 
(e), chatai-doonga boats. The two former are large- 
varying in size from 75 to 100 ieee ee 

even more—and from 10 to 15 feet broad... 
generally contain a si room, a dining room fate 
pantry), at least a coup ¢ of bed-rooms and a bath- 
room, and a fairly atrig verandah, under an awning 3 
the top. A chatai-doonga boat js appreciably ss 
than the other two, and instead of having a 
roof made of wood, as they have, its ct vering Gocenes 


only of thick matting. This makes it very cool and 





th 











A Shikers 





A Dowe Boat and « Dongs, being rowed op the river 


(a) 


light, and also casy to move about, but in a cald or ramy 
weather, and also during tht insect season, it is much too 


exposed to be comfortable. Then here is the doonge 


, (orcook) boar, which is exactly the same as a chatai 


’ doomga boat, but much smaller. On this bost the man- 


oe 


jbees live with their families, and also the: visitor's: ser 
vants. Lastly, there is the shiAera, a small punt, which: 
is steached to all residential boats, and which corresponds: 


_ to the bicyelé or the motor car om the plains, and is undis-- 


vensable for calling, shopping, running errands, and 
generally going about up and down the river, especially 
at Stinagar. “The rental of these floating dwelling places: 
varies according: to-circumstances, such as the length of: 
time for which they are taken, the amount of accommo~ 
dation they afford, and the way they are furnished. 
Boats awned by Europeans are naturally more expensive, 
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average means, the doonga-house-boat offers suitable 
accommodanon—both for living and moving about on 





Lastly, there are the chutai-doonga-boats, with sides y. 


and roof of rash matting, and no glass windows. Tlicse 
are best tor those who want to go far inland for filing 
and shooting, as being small and light, they will go 
almost anywhere on the waters, and only require two 


or three coolies, but they are too exposcd—ay stated 
above, Another great disadvantage in them is that the 


manjbces always reserve the end part of the boats to 
themselves, and live there with their familire—which is 
apt to be rather a nuisance, as the boat is pervaded by s 
trong smell of cooking, while the noise of weeping and 
crying children is highly disturbing, especially to thow 





preferring a quict life, The chatai-doonga boat offers, * 


however, almost an ideal accommodation for those in- 
clined to fish or shoot, Each residential boat includes, 
in its rental, a cook boat, where usually the bara manjice 
(head boatman) and his family live as well, All howe- 
boats are provided, more or less, with furniture, gli, 
lamps, crockery and kitchen utensils, though one has 
often to supplement them, for-the sake of greater com- 


fort and convenience, especially during a fairly long 


stay. 
(c) The bonswhoat crew 


beforehand what the crew is to consist of, as in Kasimir 
the definition of “a man” is very broad, Being, for in- 
stance, told that your boat has a crew of three, you will 
probably find on miustering it that it consists of an old 
man, an old woman, and a child. As a matter of fact 


a-‘woman is just as useful as a man when it is a case of 


a 
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moving shout the boat, but women will not work usually 
in your shthkara, which one has to use constantly. Extra 
manibecs will, therefore, be necessary, and this is rather 
an expensive item, It is, therefore, advisable when 
hivine a boar to specify that the crew consists of men: 
manibees only, specially emphasising that the crew 1s 
not to include women or children. 
(i) Contracts for renting houseboats 

The best way to hire boats is through one of the te- 
liable agencies, as they know the average visitor's re- 
quirements, Orders for boats should be placed with 
the agent asearly as possible, to ensure satisfactory 
arrangements. The new comer w often rushed into 
signing 2 contract for a houseboat lease, extending pos 
sibly over several months, and finds oneself in the in- 
tolerable position of longing to get free from an un- 
welcome situation, and being unable to do #0, Con- 
tracts, therefore, should always include a saving clause 
to protect the visitor, and it is advisable noc to sign for 
more than a month, at first, with a view to extension, 
if satisfactory. It is advisable to consult in this—as in 
many other matters—the staff of the Visitor's Bureau. 

In considering the cost of renting a boat, one 
should take into consideration the matter of ghat fees 
—reférred to above—and also electric lighting. — The 
former runs up to Rs, 12 per month, or part thereat. for 
first class or "A" grade State-owned ghats, and as regards 
the latter, the boatman can usually tell the average 
charge for electric lighting 5 regards his particular boat. 
Electric lighting charge has to be paid in advance, and 
the State Electric Department will not usually connect 
‘up your current until the fee has been paid, nor un 
your written application has been received by them. Of 
course, when out of Srinagar one has to burn osen¢ 


{ 0.) . 
: A, 
oil, or petrol, for lighting purposes and every well- 
quipped boar should, therefore, be provided with good 
il lamps. Jn arranging contracts, for a houseboat, one 
should always find our if they include ghaé rent, electric * 
lighting charges, and kerosene and fuel for cooking, §— 


. 
(¢) Wager of boat-men 


The wage per day (dawn to dark) for house-boat 
coolies, if hired in Srinagar itself, is Re. 1 per head, but 
ance you are out of Municipal limits the rate drops to 8 * 
annas per day, Jc is well to remember this. Fewer 
coolies are required when a boat is going down stream 
than up stream, and, at least of the houseboat crew 
should be employed on moving your boat free of charge. 
By taking reliefs there should be no need to neglect 

“other work in consequence of your servant doing their * 
share of poling. When the daily move is in progress, it 
is as well to note how many of the workers are hired 
codlies and boar crew. 


(f) Messing contracts ., 


When renting a houseboat the question generally 
aries as to whether one will run one's messing, or make =” 
a contract with the boatman to feed one, On the 
whole, ic will be found more satisfactory to run one’s 
own messing, though if you wish to enter into 4 mess- 
ing contract, the boat-man will usually put forward | 
two quotations, ie., with stores or without them. ‘The 
former means that he will supply everything, including 
all your fresh and tinned provisions, but excluding 
your drinks and smokes; the latter includes all bazaar 
produce (such a3 mear, vegetable, bread, chicken, milk, 
truit and eRES), bur. ho stores—that is imported pro- 
visions. Tt is as well to remember that, curiously, sugar 4, 





. 
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is considered a “store”, while flour is 2 bazaar article. 

If you do contract for food, do nor fail to grouse 
from the start, if the quality and the quantity of food 
are not up to the expected standard, as boarmen are 
rather apt to cut down one’s rations to what (after 2 
few days’ study) they consider to be the minimum of 
your appetite or food-taking capacity. They some- 
times grumble too if ane consumes too much fruit, and 
there are boatmen who will not include fruic in rhoir 
havaar contract. All boatmen can bake most excel- 
lent house-made bread, bur they: dislike doing it, so if 
you want good bread on your houseboat, you should 
stipulate when making the contract thar they must 
bake bread for you. 


of your lease, and if he is agreeable to do 90, it is better 
to change your boat as soon 4s possible, or to leave the 
boat on a date suggested by the boatman himself, There 
is nothing quite so trying to the temper as living on 9 
houseboat whose crew is offering “passive resistance.” 


AGENCIES, HOTELS, SHOPS AND HOUSEHOLD © 
EXPENSES AT SRINAGAR 


There are several firms at Srinagar doing agency 
busmess, and those that are reliable: are: inclodadlia ti 
directory, the last section of the book, They are ® 
situated on the bund. The Imperial Bank of India, 
the: Lloyd's Bank and the Punjab National Bank have 
branches at Srinagar, and also at Gulmarg, during the 
season. The only chief European hotel at Srinagar is 
Nedou’s, which is exceedingly well run, and hae a = 
branch establishment at Gulmarg, during the season. } 
There are also at Srinagar some comfortable and homely 
boarding houses and other hotels, lists of which art 
given in the directory, The monthly charge at 
Nedou's Hotel at Srinagar, and at Gulmarg should be _ 
verified. There are now decent hotels, for those living * 
in Indian style, which are listed in the directory. 

The number of shops dealing in. silver-ware, 
carved wood, seopasieecion and other arts and craft 
is legion, and when living at Srinagar, es ‘ially in 2 
house-boat, one is pestered by the Eroactcaie wists 
of their agents clamouring to show cheir ‘ample wert , 
A list of the reliable and leading firms at Srinagar 
printed in the directory. All stores, wines and spirits 
can be bought at fair market rates from iy of the 
several firms situated on the river bund, Enquiries 
should perferably be made of local residents about the — 
status and the atandard of the variaus. other firme—in | 
different lines af trade—before dealing with them. | 
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SERVANTS | 


To be comfortable in Kashmir, one require) a st 
of fairly-trained servants. Practically, one has to 


. choose between Kashmir servants, and the down-coun- 


cry (Hindustani or Panjabee) ones, who are better, but 
are often sulky by reason of the cold and their sur- 
roundings generally, In the circumstances, the former 
are more satisfactory, and decidedly cheaper, as one 
dees wot have to pay the expense of their journey Up, 
ind (being natives of Kashmir) do not require as much 
in the way of clothing, as the men from the plains re- 
gard indispensable to their comfort. The imported 
eryants (from the plains) get their own wages, but 
expect an extra sum for their food, being away fram 
home. Besides, down-country servants do not hit it 
off with the Kashmiris, and their importation usually 
leads to trouble as there is only the cook-boat for them 
to live in. 

The monthly wages of the Kashmiri servants may be 
roughly estimated as follows:—cook and khidmat gar 
or bearer Ra. 16 each, sweepter Rs. 12, manjher~ 
masalchi Re, 4 (in addition to his usual pay) and an- 
other as bhisti for the same amount, (the latter ro get 
also the bath water ready, and supply fresh drinking 
water from the stand pumps at Srinagar), dbabi 
(washerman) Rs. 1§ and ayahs Rs 25. A decent 
head-manjhi can be relied on to supply all that one ce- 
quires, .A combined table and personal servant, a cook, 
a matlchi-bbistic, and » sweeper are absolustely neces- 
sary; If yaluable dogs are taken, it is well to bring a 
good man from the plains to look after them. It may 
be added thar the scale of servants’ salaries shown by 
the Director of Visitors’ Bureau in Notes for Visitors 
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io Kashmir seems to have been fixed pretty high. Visi- 
tors are likely to get fairly good servants at cheaper rates 


by direct negotiation with them 
HousEHOLD EXPENSES IN Kastmin 
In Autumn's luscious fruit, e’en now foretold 
By buds of peach and almond, which unfold 


heir tender hopes in fresh and dainty sheen, 
Through faintest flush of ros and misty green. 


From "A Filigree of Gold and Silver” in Mr. 


Percy Brown’s Chenar Lirdwes, 


The ordinary household expenditure, in Kashmir, 
depends entirely on management, as it doce everywhere 
else, but, on the whole, living is cheaper there than. it is 
at a fashionable hill-station; and a stay in Kashmir (in- 
cluding travelling expenses, and even a few excursion® 
up and down the valley) should cost less than residence 
at a decent hotel at a hill-station, Kashmir |p still the 
fand of milk and honey: and fruits, vegetables, eggs, 
fowl, game and mutton, are ail infinitely better and 

neaper than they are elsewhere in India 

Kashmir is pre-eminently the Jand of fruit, and 
the following are the seasons for the various fruits:— 
apples, until the end of April, pain in September; 


strawberries, from the middle of May to the middle of 


July, mulberries, from the end of June cll che middle 
of August; melons in August; and pears, hecturines, 
and plums, from the middle of August to the end of 
October. Thus aurcumn is rhe best season for fruits. 
Magnificent juicy pears can be pot at two annas a dozen 


at Srinagar, while a good basket of excellent vegetables 


ean be had daily throughout the sesson—nor an 


: y by the 
members but by others us -well—fron the iapet Clb 


«by arrangement with the - 


( ws) 






are alto fruit and vegetable gardens at Islamabad and 
Achchbal. Flowers are, of course, at their best, in the 
uae | 

The food supply is thus distinctly good; not only 
is there an abundance of delicious fruits and appetimng 
vegetables, but the mutton is far better than thar on 
the Indian plains. The price of stores, however, 
ia exorbitant; as the tradesmen add the cost of transit, 
and the State duties, yery much to their own profit, 50 
that such are at least more than 30 per cent. 
dearer, in Kashmir, than they are in British India. For 
1 fairly long stay, it, therefore, pays to make an 
estimate of one’s requirement of stores, and to get them 
sent up by some reliable firm from Rawalpindi, or 
Murree, on the Jhelum valley route, or from Sialkot on 
the Jammu route, But it is cheaper to buy wines and 
spirits at Srinagar, instead of taking a stock of them 
with oneself, because of the very heavy duty imposed 
on them by the State, in addition to the freight 
charges, Thos, however, who do not object to the 
much higher rates for stores that rule the Srinagar 
market, can obtain all their requirements locally, if they 
object to carrying up much luggage. 


= 
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SHOPPING AT SRINAGAR: WHAT TO BUY 


No visitor to Kashmir can help shopping at Sri- 
nagar—where the whole of the trade and the manu- 
factures are located, with the solitary exception of the 
§abba industry at Anantnag (Islamabad). If the visitor 
would avoid purchasing Kashmir goods and produce, 
by refusing to visit the shops, the dealers would force 
his hands by bringing them (in ther sikeras) right 
to his house-boat, or his residence. In fact, looking at 
the boxes and the bundles of the various dealers is one 
of the standing entertainments for the visitors to Sri- 
nagar—especially those who occupy house-boats, From 
the dawn of day cill late in the evening, the shikaras of 
the dealers ply up and down the river, tempting visitors 
with the purchase of their wares, some of which are 
highly artistic, and many exceedingly pseful and ser- 
viceable. Of these none are more welcome than those 
that are generally the first to arrive carly in the morn- 
ing—namely, the vendors of the most delicious and 
succulent fruits, and the freshest and most wholeanme 
vegetables, | 

__The sound principle, in making purchases, is to 
confine oneself to Kashmir-made goods, and avoid 40 
far as possible, imported ones, which are heavily taxed. 
Nothi ig can be more fascinating than 3 trip down the 
river, Jhelum, to the neighbourhood of the Third 
Bridge, where most of the tradesmen have their work- 
shops and showrooms. Kashmir js rich in art indus- 
tries, 1ts workmen are clever artists. and labour is cheap, 
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Now that the State is helping the tradesmen with money 
and technical advice, the commercial furure of the 
country is full of promise. The following notes on che 
. various articles and objects, which come under the cate- 

sory of Kashmir art-manufactures—arranged under 
headings in alphabetical order—will likely prove useful 
to the visitors to Srinagar. Detailed information about 
che various art, and the industrial, manufactures of 
Kashmir is given in two separate sections headed “The 
Arts and Grafts of Kashmir”, and “The Industries of 
Kashmir", respectively. These cwo sections and the 
present onc—though they may overlap at places—éup- 
plement one another, and so each of the three sections 
is complementary to the other two. This section is for 
the shopper only—a kind of shopping guide, The lists 
of well-known firms is given, in the Directory section, 
at the end of this book. 


ARMS 


Arms are not manufactured in Kashmir, but the 
Kashmir gunsmiths are wonderfully clever in repairing 
them. They can stock a weapon well, and can put in 
a main spring or, in fact, make any part of a lock. But 
those qualified to advise state that unless driven to it, 
it is best to keep one’s guns out of the clutches of the 
Kashmir gunsmith, whose reputation for skill in work- | 
manship does nor evidently stand above that of tamper- 
ing. 

Froon-Covens 


Woollen carpets and gabhas, as also the embroidered 
felt mumidas, are famous amongst the art-manufaccures 
the gubhbes and the mwmdas are cheap, and do splendidly 
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house-boats, Kashmir carpets have a ready sale all over 
the world, and are the equal of che best Chinese, Turkish 
and Iranian carpets, while some of the replicas. of old 
arpets are practically indistinguishable from the ari- 
ab even by the expert. New designs are continually 

ing introduced, and it is wonderful to see the work- 
man weaving a carpet on his handloom, with only 4 
series of hicroglyphics on a scrap of paper to show him 
the pattern. ° These are manu: tured in three large 
factories, at Srinagar, and a visit to at least one of them 
thould not be omitted, ‘The gabbas and the mumda 
are available all over Srinayar. 


Fawr Preserves 


Formerly Kashmir grapes (and also apples and 
pears) used to be utilized for making wines trator she 
control of an expert, at the Gupkar factory, near Sri- 
nagar. A full-bodied red wine used to be made, which 
was the best of the lot—a litcle rough but improved and 
mellowed by age. But the business proved a failure, 
Lately an enterprising Kashmiri had established, a factory 
(called Kashmir Fruit Preservation Works) at which 
fruits are preserved and canned. 

hese preserves do not yet ‘successfully compete 





with the imported goods of their clace and kind, But _ 


Hey are excellent for Jocal consumption, being fresh 
=| wholesome, and deserve to be patronized by the 
residents in, and visitors to, the Kashmir valley. A. 
visit should be paid to the factory, where the process 
of canning the fruit preserves would be found interest- 
Ing. 

Fornrrune 


Howse or house-boat furnishing at Srinagar if nD 


) 
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longer a vexatious affair. Until recently almost all the 
as there were only a few small furniture shops in the 
State, and they could not make acceptable articles, To- 
day, there are several factories which not only supply 
the entire civil and private requirements, but also meet 
those of the Stare, and so imports of furniture have 
now entirely ceased, Bentwood furniture is 4 compara- 
tively new industry in Kashmir, and some. delightful 
verandah and garden furniture is now obtainable in it. 
It is capable of great development. Then there-are also 
irticles made of wicker—which is a cottage industry, 
and which are also now turned out by a well-equipped 
factory—and which usefully supplement those of wood 
and bentwood. As for curtains, casement-<cloths, and 
other articles for drapery, they are readily available av 
Srinagar, as they are produced on a large scale. 


Furs 
A large-selection of beautiful furs is to be found 


in the Srinagar shops, including those of foxes, leoparda, 


now learnt the art of curing skins, and is an adept. at 
making them into coats and caps at moderate price. 
He is also a successful caxidermist, and mounts skilful fully 
the skins of animals shot by nen. The 4portsman 





need ‘not now take the trouble to send skins for mount- 


ing outside Kashmir, as Srinagar taxidermists are quite 
skilful and turn out excellent work. 

Hides tanned in Kashmir make. good. leather, and 
he Srinagar cobbler is skilful in turning out excellent 
articles, which are serviceable, both for personal use and 
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camping purposes, Hill boots, chuplees or hill slippers, 
mid loasher geeks ve esserne of the articles for person: 
use; while yas (mule trunks), Alfa: (leather- 
covered willow baskets), and wash-basin covers, are 
those of goods required in trekking and camping ut, 
for the conyenient transport of stores and eal lug- 
gage. The leather requires dressing, from time to time, 
with vaseline, or it will crack. Properly greased, how 
ever, it will Jast a long time. A few high-class firms, 
at Srinagar, are now turning out excellent Jeather-goods 
for personal use as, for instance, boots and shoes, and 
“also attache and «uit cases, 


METAL MANUFACTURES 





lized y weed, exerpr in gilding (rather 
clumsily) the silver-ware, As the gilding is generally 
badly done, the gold-gile tilver-goods are appreciated 
only by the vulgar. Far different is the case with the 


as manufactured by the best alversmiths, are supremely 
beautiful, and of « high order, and are made into varjous 


which they can not manufacture in exact imitation of 
any pattern or design supplied to them. ‘The rates that 
generally obrain are so much per /ola—the rate for the 
plain ware being a little less than for engraved ones. 


Kashmir is copper. ‘There js a large trade in manu- 
factured copper—montly cooking and service utensils, 
but these (which are made for utilitarian purposes only) 
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opeal to the wititor to. the valley. 
Artistic, enamelled copper goods used to be largely made 
before, but now it has become extinct, though good 
specimens can still be picked up at the high-class silver- 
smith’s showrooms. Kashmir copper goods are likely 
to be in large demand when they come to be electro- 
plated, bur not ll then. 7 
Precious STONES 


Kashmir is rich in precious and semi-precious | 
stones—amethysts, chrystals, jade, rubies, sapphires, and 
turquoises are all found in the Stare—and the Kashmiri 
is an adept in cutting stones. The Kashmir sapphires 
are considered the finest in the world. Many articles— 
like bracelets, chains, cuff-links, car-rings, necklaces, 

ytings and wonderfully-made trinket-boxes, are some 
only of those manufactured at Srinagar. They are also 
moderately-priced, and deserve patronage. 


TEXTILES 





= 
: 
= 
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Kathmir textiles are manufactured of silk or wool, 
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curtains for house-hold furnishing, Other silk stuffs 
ings and suitings, and are excellent for sy mmer wear, 
The various silk-weaving factories have their own ms 
shops for retail trade, nearabour the First Bridge. "4 

Woollens-are the most important textile industry 
of Kashmir, Writing, so far back as 1896, Col. Ward 
stated (in his Guide to Keshmir) that “the shaw! trade 
is almost extinct.” But the various woollen. goods now | 
manufactured are known as alwans, pashminas or daftes * 
(all three practically the same), and patfoos and riffizs. 
The first group is made of the imported fleece from 
pens he wood of Kashmir fleece, and rsd third and 

t of imported European yarns. The first group is 

the best and naturally the most expensive. It is still 
used for making cheap shawls—a “counterfeit present- * 
ment” of their original (mostly for sale in Calcutta, 
Where it is affected by the Bengalees)—and also scarfs, 
shirtings, suitings rte oVer-coatings—though the stuils, 
specially those for being made up into wearing apparel, 4 
require hunting high and low in the Srinagar marker. — 

Pattoos—both plain and of various attractive de- 
signs in checks and stripes—are available all over Sri- 
nagar. Those of the best quality—which are thick and 
heavy—are called “patfoo tweeds”’ and are made up 
into clothes, which are extensively worn by residents 
in, and visitors to, Kashmir, and also in the other Hima- ») 
layan iw semehat aged are also durable. Their one 
Great detect is that they require to be hune Dp, in an 
open place, all the gor round, on pain of tiie ihe 
with insects, which will ear into other woollen «tufts 
also, if kept together with those made of pation. 

Rw ffles—are lighter stuffs in various fancy designs 
and make excellent Wearing material—especially om the ae 
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plains. They are more expensive than the pattoo, or 
even the patfoo tweed, since they are made of imported 
yarn. But there is little of Kashmir about them, except 
skill and labour. They are, however, very popular, by 
reason of their lightness, smooth texture, fine colours, 
ind fancy designs, in imitation of the imported stuffs 
of the best quality. Besides suitings and shirtings, the 
Kashmir workmen now turn out large quantities of 
furnishing articles made of wool:—floor-cavers (carpets, 
gabbas and mumdas), curtains, casement cloths, uphol- 
storing stuffs, and a large assortment of furnishing 
Woop CARVING 

Wood-carving is an old-established industry of 
Kashmir and jc is plied, at Srinagar, on a pretty exten- 
sive scale. ‘The wood, that is generally carved, is that 
of well-seasoned walnut. Almost all the articles of 
household furniture are turned out, besides a large 
number of smaller ones for personal use—like cigar and 
cigarette boxes, match-box holders, and fire-lighters. 
The Litter are less likely to warp on the Indian plains, 
and in other tropical lands, than the bigger ones for 
household tise, which do not stand heat so well. But 
the carving is beautiful, as the Kashmir wood-carvers 
are second to none in skill, and have attained perfection 
in their art. The better-known traders turn our ex~ 
cellent walnur furniture, both carved and plain, which 
merits patronage. This old industry bas considerably 
expanded in recent years, and there has been a marked 
turned out for household’ and personal ase. 
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Woop PaIntine 

The old industry of papier mache (which used to 
be made of paper pulp and ore having practically 
isappeared—except when made wo order—its place has 
been taken by what may be called “imitation papier 
mache", the articles being now made of wood, but 
painted in the old papier mache style. Thus papier 
mache is at present the name for a class of wooden goods, 
with beautiful designs painted in bright colours, Flat 
oods—such as picture-frames, screens, teapays, and the 
tike—are now usually made; but the Srinagar workmen 
are so clever that they can easily turn their hands to 
any other articles, if ordered to make them, These 
wood-painted articles are very popular alike with resi- 
dents and tourists, since they are weful, handy, and 
cheap. They are to be found for sale in many of the 

shops at Srinagar. 

SMALL ScaLe InpusTairs 


Besides the above-mentioned Jarge scale industries, 
the State possesses’ number of «mall scale ones, which 
are doing well, and in which there i considerable scape 
for development and expansion, These emall scale in- 
dustries manufacture boots and shoes, drugs, matches, 





ibs, pen-holders and pencils, potrery and trunks, 
These factories are cither at Srinagar or Jammu, or, if 
the case of some of ther, at both these places. Many 
a at cottage industries should interest. visitors to 
cashmir, 
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ART IN KASHMIR 
(1) THe Parmer in Kastan 


Kashmir is che Mecca of the artists from all over 
the world. Once the rain has fallen the season for 
the artist begins, Then the sky is fascinating to the 
artist who can catch the glorious but fleeting tints. The 
deep blue and purple shaders: cast by the heavier clouds, 
pass swiftly across the bright colours on slopes. The 
dark groups of trees stand out against the lighter back- 
ground, and in their shadow, and in the hitherto dried- 
up nullah-beds can be seen the sparkle of water from 
the last heavy shower. Sunsets—those most elusive and 
difficuln yet most fascinating of all objects—will 
be at their very best now. So short-lived are the 
ever-changing cffects of colour that quick colour 
notes only are possible to be worked up afterwards 
from memory. There are thus subjects for the 
painter everywhere, and the only difficulty is to 
find some shady spot where one can sit, out of the direct 
glare of the sun and protected from the wind. For 
those who like painting in the bazaars, which present 
unlimited subjects full of colour and movement, it i 
difficult to paint without being suffocated by the dust, 
and driven nearly mad by the flies. The consequence 
i¢ thar one is forced to paint in the bazaars very quickly, 
and to rely on colour notes for future reference rather 
than on finishing the picture at oné sitting. | 

The painter, or the water-colour artist, should pro- 
vide himself with an ample supply of materials, or he 
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will sigh in vain, for oe searce, and also very expen- 
ave at Srinagar. For this purpose he should bring with 
him from London, or the larger Gties in India, those use- 
ful lictle paint-boxes that can be slipped easily into the 


pocket, about four inches by two and half, containing 
small pans of all the essential colours, and two or three 
good brushes. On the back there is a flac water- 
container and cup. With one of thee and a sketch 
book of a good Whatman paper, five by three tn your yy 


pocket, quick impressions could be jotted down. with 
pencil notes for future “working-up". WNeither sketch 
books nor blocks are satisfactory; as the leaves of the 
former curl up or blow about, unless held down with 
elastic bands; while the variations in temperature, and 
the damp make the paper in the block cockle. To over- 
come both these difficulties the best thing is to buy the * 
paper in sheets, and have it mounted on thin cardboard 
or strawboard, When cut up into any required size, 
you have a stretched paper to work on—essential for 
good work. If you like to stand away and paint with 
a “long brush”. these boards are ideals for propping up 
on an improvised casel, ; 

_ _Amustake generally made by amateur artists is that, 
having found a certain surface and make of paper, and a 
limited number of colours that seem to suit their par- 
ticular style, they pin themselves down ta these: material 
and never consider trying anything else, The result is )) 
that they limit their painting to that one particular etyle 
and subject, their work becomes stereotyped, and loses: 
that freshness and pontancity that is one of the great 
charms of the water-colour. ‘There je a tremendous and. 
ever-increasing range of papers from which to choos an 
although every artist will have a preference for one or 
two types, they are all worth a trial. Whatman paper 4 
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iy made in several surfaces which are worth a crial—hot 
pressed (very smooth, suitable for pencil or light wath 
work) and also rough. The latter is most useful to 
paint on, but your work must be on the large scale and 
the colour put on wet and boldly. Then there are 
“linen surface” papers, tinted papers with both rough 
and smooth surface, and fine and coarse-grained hand 
made papers of many kinds and prices—all worth while 
trying. Tinted papers are particularly suitable for sun- 
sets and evening subjects, and with. the judicious use of 
a little body-colour, fascinating effects can be obtained 
en them. 

Most artists, even the best, have a very limited 
palette for general use. The advantage of this is that 
_ they get to know this particular range of colours, and 
can get the best out of it. Also every artist sees his sub- 
‘ect from his own particular standpoint of colour, and 
chooses his palette to suit it, This should not, however, 
prevent any artist from trying new colours, and a cer- 
tain number of these should be kept handy in case of 
emergency, Of course, any colour, of shade, can easily 
be obtained by mixing the primary colours, but there is a 
freshness in a colour straight from the pan, oF tube, that 
is frequently absent in a mixed colour. For sunsets, 
since every known shade may be required, the emer- 
gency colours should include Naples yellow, chrame 
lemon, and rose madder. One of the most nnportant 
colours of all in dealing with distance, either in a land- 
scape or sky, is Cerulean blue. Mixed with white and a 
touch of Aurcolin, it is unsurpassed for the rendering of 
distant hills, and the delicate turq nise-blue sky just 
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The Indian Customs authorities admit one camera 
free of duty, if shipped as part of 4 passenger's luggage, 
and declared at the port of landing. The reflex camera 
ean not be recommended by reason of its big size and 
weight. Acine-camerais quite useful for animated 
scenes like those one finds in bazaars, or at the festivals. 
But for architectural work a stand camera (with tilting 
back and rising front) with a lens of good covering 
power, and of large aperture, and also with an exposure 
meter is essential, A colour screen is a great advantage, 
with panchromatic plates or films. For taking photos 
inside caves, and also of ceilings in not well-lit buildings, 
a magnesium powder flash-lamp is of great assistance. 
Plates and films, rolled or in film packs; should be deve- 
loped, or sent to be developed, as soon after exposure 2s 
possible. 

Those who desire to photograph the scenes and the 
sights of Kashmir should srapeeih wme reliable firm 
photographers to despatch Kodak films—in wooden 
boxes of one dozen reels each—to the various post offices, 
a list of which is printed in an appendix to thie book. 
It should be arranged thar the lid of the boxes should 
not be nailed down but screwed. and the back of the 





screwed top should bear (preterably in print) the full 


name and address of the firm, with postage stamps 

affixed, to cover the return freight. Such an arranme- 

ment will facilitate mutual transmission between the firm 

ret at photographer, and keep the latter well equipped 
ms. 


with. films 
Views of Kashmir scenes and sights are available in 


many of the photographers’ shops at Srinagar, and aleo 


on picture post cards, bur few of them are of high order. 


h) 


( 169 ) 


Beyond all doubt, the best photographs of Kashmir 
wenes and sights had been taken by Mr. R. B- Holmes 
(Photographer, of 115, The Mall, Peshawar); and they 
can be had, at Srinagar of the firm of Lambert, the well- 
known chemists, or direct from Peshawar. Mr, Holmes’ 
wt of Kashmir photographs include a fine selection in 
sepia and bromide studies, which deserve to be preserved 
‘4 one of more albums, for they are works of art. 

















(¢) Sports and Sporiomen 

The eepere a eeatts State is _ now one of the 
best grounds for the sportsman, an ually so for pur- 
suing the gentle art of fishing. Bisse the land was in 
danger of being “shot out,” game is now carefully pre- 
served—under the control of the Game Preservation 
Department—and there are, therefore, close seasons. 
The interests of sportmen (both big-game hunters and 
anglers) are well looked after, and the visitor is alway! 
sure of 4 courteous reception. And now thar game laws 
have been brought into force, the inconsiderate massacre 
of wild life is stapped, | | 

In the valley of Kashmir itself big-game. shooting 
is practically confined to black bear, leopard and bara- 
singha, the season for the latter being from September 


beyond the valley of Kashmir, large variety of heads can 


be obtained by the sportsman. The list includes bara- 


singha, bear (red and black), burhel, goral, ibex, 
! ; markhor, ovis ammon, ovis poli, serow, sharpu, 
show leopard, thar, and Tibetan antelope and gazelle. 
‘The chief areas for big-game shooting, beyond the valley 





of Kashmir, are Astor, Baltistan, Gurais, Kajnag, 


Kishtwar, Ladak and Wardwan. Sportsmen desirous of 
arranging a shooting trip should address the Game 
Warden, at Srinagar, for information with regard to 


licenses and rules, There are two periods: April 1f¢h: 


to July 18th, and July 16th to October Tith, The 


ul 


, 
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will not only give sportsmen useful information, but 
put them in touch with the Game Warden, and the ¢e- 


fishing, As regards the Kashmiri sbikari—though 4 
good one is essential—it is chat all are plausible, all 
lie unblushingly, and all produce excellent chitst One 
has to be, therefore, careful in one’s selection of them; 
but when you have got a good shikari—even though you 
should take what he tells you not with a grain but with 
a ton of salr—you should stick to him. 

As regards small-game shooting, perhaps more 
could be done for the sportsman by throwing open 
further tracts in the Stare—especially for ducks, which 
pass through Kashmir in large numbers, when migrating. 
The season opens in September, but ducks are very 
rarely “in” until the end of October. The variety of 
Winged game is numerous ‘3 Kashmir. Chakor are 
everywhere on rocky, bushy ground; the monal phea~ 
sant can be had in the higher forests, common stipe 


abound and breed in May (placing their shallow gras 


nests in clumps of weeds in the sleugh assy and on 
the lakes there are geese and ducks in abundance. 
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_, There are, at Srinagar, clever locksmiths, who also 
hire out rifles and supply ammunitions. When order 
ing stores, a sportiman should not forget to order cart- 
ridges. Full particulars about the raves for licenses 
for shooting and fishing will be found in Game Lats 
Notification of Jammu and Kashmir State, and tn Notes 
for Visitors to Kavhmir, issued (free) by the Director of 
Visitors’ Bureau, Srinagar, both of which should be kept 
handy. Much useful informatian on the various 25 


of shooting and fishing is also given in Kashmir: The 
Switzerland of India by “Dermot Norris.”’ 


I] 
(2) Angling and Anglers 





To see the Jong line of house-boats moored along the 


Frou water can be fished at Ganderbal, and the lower 
Sind can also be fished, if one has car at that place. 


Tongass are generally to be had ar Ganderbal, during 


the summer, and house-boats can easily be moved down 


_ 
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As for trout fishing, which is the best to be had 
in Kashmir, trout were first introduced into the lakes 
and rivers of Kashmir, in 1901, Later, hatcheries were 
established at Harwan (near Srinagar) and at Achha- 
bal, fram which trout are supplicd to buyers at exor- 
bitant rates. Most of the streams in Kashmir have since 
been stocked with trout. All waters open on tst April, 
and close on September 30th. The various waters are 
not all ac their best at the same time; and to get the 
best results the angler should first enquire which waters 
ure the best at the time he proposes to fish. As the best 
waters naturally get booked up first—though good 
waters are frequently available even late in the season 
—it is advisable to effect booking as early as posible. 
Enquiries, regarding license and booking waters, should 
be addressed to the Game Warden; Srinagar. Rods, of 
all kinds and at all prices, as well as tackle and flies, can 





lc obtained at Srinagar from several fishing-tackle 


deilerse—one of the best-known being Gaffaras, on the 
Srinagar Bund. There are also a number of agencies at 
Srinagar, which specialise in booking trout waters, and 
making all camp arrangements for their clients. Of 
these agencies Cockburns, Bahar Shah, Munawar Shah, 
and Samad Shah (all on the Bund) are well known, 


Practical information on the subject is available in 


"Dermot Norris's" book, mentioned above, as also in 
Calonel Wilson’s Trout Fishing in Kashmir, and Skene 
Dhu's The Angler in India, Another book called Hints 
on Fly Fishing and Fly Tying, by LeCol. Phayre 
(Thacker & Co., Bombay), though not dealing spect- 
say with fishing in Kashmir, contains information, 
which is likely to be highly useful to the ang! 

in that country. The information given in these 
books may be usefully supplemented by what is 














( 174 ) ii) 


available in an illustrated, oificial, work (issued by the 
Manager of Publications, Delhi) called Preliminary 
Guide to Indian Fish, Fisheries, Methods of Fishing und 
Curing, which (though not dealing specifically with 
Kashmir) contains much data which will be of grear 
utility to anglers in thar State. The Secretary, Kashmir 
Fishing Club, at Srinagar, will also furnish useful in- 
formation to anglers, as aléo the officer in charge of the 
Game Preservation Department, 


(c) Fishing in Kasdenér 


With a ripple of laughter pay 
The river invitingly calls 


on 


Beneath this projecting tree root 
A’ brown, speckled trout often lies, 
And sportumen endeavour to. nuit 
His palate with delicate flies, 
From “Trout Fishing in Kashmir” (The River's 
Tale), In Mrs, Perey Brown's (Cas 
Lesvrt. 

_ Those who only know Kashmir from their expe- 
rience of a stay at Srinagar, or even Gulmarg, have to: 
learn a great deal of the real delights of thar wonderful 4 
country, for its attractiveness lies chiefly in its many 


side-valleys with their magnificent scenery, rich forests, 
and the splashing mountain streams, Trekking and 
camping, which is generally fascinating, is particularly 
so in Kashmir—especially hier trout ishing is added 
to the delights of an outdoor life. Many of the trout 
waters in Kashmir, are within o day’s journey from , 


4 





Srinagar, and can be reached by motor car, though the 
laet few miles is over a rough country road. The river 
Bringhi, and its neighbouring streams, are the most 
sccestible of the large choice open to the keen angler. 
Here are to be found riot only the Bringhi itself (which 
is divided wp into upper, middle, lower and lowest 
reaches) bur also the Achhbal, the Desul, the Mahboub, 
and the Kokarnag streams, all of which hold good fish. 
A motor drive of thirty odd miles along a metalled 
road, from Srinagar, brings one to Achhbal, where there 
is a dak bungalow, close to the Achhbal trout waters, 
from. which this stream can be fished comfortably. 
Here also are the trout hatcheries, which are well worth 
a visit. Another eight miles along a kutcha road, which 
however, is quite passable for cars in dry weather, 21 
the Kokarnag river is reached, The road runs along- 
side this river right wp to its source. Here the water 
gushes from the mountain in a cold fresh stream, and 
ite source is a delightful spot for a camp well shaded by 
handsome walnut trees. The Kokarnag is one of the 


daily waters, and anglers may only book it for one day 
ata time. It usually affords excellent sport and one’s 


full quota of fish is generally obtained. 
iT 


If one is fishing at the lowest Bringhi it is most 
convenient to Jeave the car at a village couple of miles 
further on, and transport one’s camp by coolies the 
short distance to the river, where there is an excellent 
camping ground, at the junction of the lower and the 
lowest reaches, This reach is at its best early in the 
season, as after the middle of June the water becomes 
very low. In April and May most of the big fish seem 
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The Jower Bringhi contains good pooly but it, as 
the middle Bringhi, ix we its best if ater in the season. Jn. 
May the fish would not look atafly. "The “Mill | 
which takes off from this reach, isa pretcy little wind~ 
ing wream from which many good fish are raken, bur 
the overhanging willows make ung a dithculty and 
a short rod iy desirable, The three streams—the lower 
and lowest Bringli, and also the Kokurnag—may ‘be 
fished fram one camp, which can be conveniently piacin 
near the Edigam village, at the junction of the lower * 
and lowes Bringhi. From this camp the Kokarnag i 
only a short distance, and riding ponies can always be 
hired locally. Finally, a word as to Mies. Minnows 
and spoons are only allowed on the Jower and rate 
Bringhi, and one inch Devons and fly spoons will be : 
found useful. When fish are Gaken they can be esught 
On most flies, and if one’s choice was restricted to three 


llies one should take a March brown, - peacock lure, and! 
a coachman, De - 


Anglers owe a great debe of grativude to thove whe 
introduced trout into sme of the beautiful mountiin 
Streams of Kashmir, UE the beginning of the wentivr! | 
century. Thanks to their enterprise and keenness ex-— 
callent trour fishing is now obtainable, The trout 
rat co at Harwan—beyond the Shalimar Gardens 
—and at Achhbal, enable the streams tp be periodically 
restocked, ate Say of new waters to be continually 
thrawa open to the fishing public. Any one interented 
in pisciculture should not fail ta pay a vit to thes 
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the various waters is opened on the first of January each 
year, and reaches are allotted in order of application. 

Applications for reservations. of beats must be 
made to the Game Warden, at Srinagar. It is advisable 
to book early, but the visitor who has omitted to do 
this will usually be able to get some fishing through 
reservation not being taken up. The cost of a daily 
license is Re. 7, and that for a week Rs. 30, whilst a 
license for the whole season may be obtained for Ks, 200. 
Practically: all the trout waters are too far off for the 
angler to motor out and return the same day, in any 
comfort; ic i more convenient and infinitely more 
pleasant to camp on the spot. Nothing could be plea- 
santer than the life in one of these fishing camps; stu- 
ated on the bank of a rippling mountain stream in the 
midst of shady trees with a distant view of high snow- 
clad mountains, Ic is, provided the weather is fine, an 
ideal life, (All camp equipment can easily be hired at 
Srinagar, and stores can be bought at any of the big 
thops along the Bund. There are several firms that 
specialise in fishing gear, and if the visitor so desires the 
whole “bundobast™ of fixing up and running » camp 
will be undertaken by onc or other of the numerous 
agencies, 





Manseer Fisuinc 
In addition to trout fishing there is Mahseer fishing 


to be had in the neighbourhood of Sopot, Hingle and 
Snhadipur. The season starts on July 15, and though 


the huge monsters that are caught in 


: 7 parts 

of India are not to be found, in Kashmir, still fish 

of over 40 pounds are often landed. July and 

August are the best months, burt as flies and mosquitos 
12 
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abound at that time, fishing m this rather steamy and 
oppressive part of the valley, during: these months, is 
not to be rec ended, 

(d) Tront Fishing in Kashmir 


The following supplementary notes by an expert 
will be found useful. 

It is advisable to know something about the 
Kashmir trout streams before actually booking, since 
sport varies, at different localities, according to the 
of year. Competition for the best beats is keen, 
9o.it is a question of booking carly, if ane is certain of 
one’s holiday, in Kashmir, One of the several excellent 
agencies, at Srinagar, will provide servants, tents, camp 
furniture, and stores, which will be delivered carefully 
packed for the bus, going to Achhabal, or any other 
trout fishing centre, from where you may easily ride of 
walk to your beat. The trour fishing season in Rashmi 
opens usually on April 1, and lasts unul the end of 

eptember.. Owing to keen competition for licen®, 
one should lan ahead to book one's streams early, and 
also petal one’s fishing tackle box. “There are about 
fifty trout waters open each year, the majority of which 
take two rods. Most of the beats are let out by the 
week, although there are a few that are restricted to 
one or two days every week, or fortnight. A list of 
trout waters, giving full particulars, may be obtained, 
on application, from the Game Warden. of the Kashmir 
Gover nment, at Srinagar, Even when there is a lot 
of early rain, and you expect the waters to be dirty, 
are agreeably surprised to find chat the streams clear 
off very quickly. and scarcely ever there is an unfishable 
day, The best lures and flies for Kashmir waters are-— 
Pheasant Tail, Peacock, Green Highlander, Jock Scott, 
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and March Brown. It ix never much good fishing until 
the sun has been on the water for some time. During 
the afternoons you are likely to have good sport in the 
runs berween pools, while in the mornings: and even- 
ings the pools themselves give the best results: 


I 


Tuckle: A light fly red, suitable for trout fishing 
in Kashmir, is all that is required. Also fifty yards of 
light dressed tapered ling, with a tin of line dressing, 30 
chat dry fly can be tried jf necessary; a small rect with an 
adjustable check, gut casts tapered co zx, or finer, if you 
can get them, are also required to complete one’s fishing 
kit. Natural gut is almost impossible to get in the coun- 
try at present. | 

Lures: Small fies, sizes 6 to 12, or smaller: take 
best. In the mornings a dark body with grey wings.and 
a touch of red, is most. fancied, and in the evenings 
White Moth, Tag-of-Towel or May Fly. Hy oon 3- 
Sth of an inch, takes well, if there is a high wind 
blowing, It is not so effective on a.calm day, Trollin 
will also prove effective well away from the boat, and 
large fish can sometimes be taken on dead bait, or spoon. 
Resides the more orthodox methods one can take fish with 
paste and jrass-hopper. 

Miscellancons: Fly and fly spoon are best used 
from a boat, worked about ten or twelve yards from the 
bank, Casts are made between the bank and the boar, 
in small bays, under trees and rocks, The fish collect 
under certain trees at different seasons, when in flower 
or fruit, for berrics, or drugged insects falling. This is. 
more a-matter of keen observation than any specified 
time or season, Certain insects swarm at the different 
wascons, and during the rains, so that sitecess is largely sell 








vers, and will gen 
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matter of individual deduction, and suiting your fly te 


the fancied insect. “The local. sbikeris are keen obser- 
renérally pass on how one angler did well, 
and another failed. They are well worth considering 
if you are a novice, or new to fishing. Some of them 
also make up crude flies which are quite effective. 





Give to me the life I love, 


Bed in the bush with ctarm to sce, 
Ticead | dip in the river; 
There's the Life for a man like me, 
There’s the life for ever. 
—Robert Louis Stevenson. 


Trekking, in the opinion of some, is the most ex- 


pensive and the least comfortable method of spending 


one's holiday in Kashmir. But after the dolce-far- 
niente existence of the house-boats, the active man or 
woman is generally caught by a spirit of restlessness, 
and decides to trek and camp out in Kashmir, thar 
which there is no better camping ground. Coolies are 
rupposed. to carry 24 seers only, but generally do not 
object to 30 ‘seers, or even a maund, The amount of 
camp stores and kit which are to be carried is, of course, 
the ruling factor governing the number of coolies re 
quired, but it should work out to about Rs, fa march. 
As rice for servants cannot be obtained in the hills and 
has, therefore, to be carried, its consumption should be 
computed at about a-seer per man per diem. A weigh- 
ing-machine is n _ also an axe, and a pharwe for 
digging trenches round one’s tent; the two latter are 
better bought at the first village en route for eight annas 
each, instead of the fancy polished articles sold lny Sri- 
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nagar gunsmiths at Rs. 2 each, Kerosene oil is expen- 
sive in the interior, and difheult to carry, and candle 
afford the most convenient form of lighting in camp. 
Handy, windproof, candle-lanterns should, therefore, 
e taken in camp. For foot-wear nothing is more 
needed than woollen socks locally procurable, and grass 
ahoes made by the shikaris out of rice-straw. 
Visitors who intend to camp out should provide 
themselves on arrival at Srinagar with “yakdans” 
(wooden boxes covered with leather), -wind-proof 


lanterns, field glasses, stout boots, camp furniture (bed; 


tables, and chairs) and above all “kiltas”, which are 
round leather-covered baskets, Plenty of bedding and 
warm woollen covering—in the shape of blankets and 
rugs—are required for the spring and the autumn 
months; as also strong house linen, as the @hobis wash 
on stones with dire results. As for camp  ourfits—hke 
tents and furniture—they can all be hired of any of 
the reliable agencies at reasonable monthly rent, anc 
need not be, therefore, brought aver. But one can do 
without furniture tn the Lolab valley, in which there 
are a number of nicely-siruated and fairly-furnished 
forest huts, which can be occupied, when available, with 
the permission of the Conservator of Forests, whose 
office is at Srinagar. The Permission to occupy them 
should, however, be secured in advance, as there is great 
demand for them. As regards the rates of riding and 
pack ponies, and coolies, while on the march (outside 
the municipal limits-of Srinagar), reference may :be 
made to the schedules of official tariff prescribed in the 
Notes for Visitors. to Kashmir, issuod (free) by the 
Director of Visitor's Bureau, Srinagar. For the rest, 
those desirous of possessing detailed information on the 
wobject dealt with in this section, should carefully study 
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Barbara Earl's Trekking in Kashmir. 
Comrort mm Camr 


Swiss cottage tents, of a size according to one’s 
taste, but nor too large for transport, are necessary. 
The first point to look to is the tent it f, As iit comes 
from the makers, it is usually fitted with pockets along 
both sides—these remarks refer generally to $0 Ib. rents 
—and a cord just above it. The pockets are too large, 
and the rope running through the rings is of but little 
use for hangirig things on, if there be any wind, One 
can make the tent twice as comfortable by making the 
pockets smaller by fresh divisions by sewing the rope 
at intervals of 6, 9 or 12 inches to the walls of the tent. 
Sull greater comfort can be attained by sewing pockets 
and tapes ad lid on the walls. The best way to do this 
ix to have the rent pitched before one starts, live in it 
with one’s camp kit, and note where such pockets and 
tapes would best be placed. These can be utilised for 
numberless purposes, and by having ‘small pockets one 
will not have miscellaneous things ( like note san "1 pipes, 
tohacea, cartridges, socks and other things) al jostling 
one another in large and bulging pockets. Toggles, 
sich as are used on flags, are very useful at intervals of 
a foot, or so, down the angles of the walls—on which 
to hang clothes, and are casily made and fiteed on by 
any one with a cane and jack-knife. _ - 

Ir is well to teach one’s servants how to pitch a 
tent, First pace out a square of five to seven yards 
wide, and. put in four tent pegs at the corners of the 
square. ‘Then raise the tent and attach the four corner 
ropes to these pest. Next, se to it thar the ends 
of all the ropes are properly whipped with string, and 
that a few extra ropes and tent pegs are taken. A gooc 








small axe and an entrenching tool for cutting firewood, 
and trenching round one's tent. A. wire stretcher 
between the top of the poles, above the ridge-pale, pre- 
vents birds roosting on it, and certainly adds to the 
attractiveness of a camp. The camp furniture, includ- 
ing lamps and lanterns, must be in thorough pood repair, 
and preferably new. For a waterproof bath that leaks, 
the waterproofing can be often renewed, to some extent, 
by rubbing in well with a chick lather of soap, and 
then steeping in a solution of common alum, about an 
ounte of so to a gallon of water, The servants should 
be properly fitted out, and have enough to keep them 
warm by day and night, and they should ger a lift on 
* cart OF On a pony, if the marches are long and tiring. 

Those desirous of living comfortably in camp in 
the matter of food, must arrange to receive their supply 
periodically from their Srinagar, grocer, or agent. But 
a carrying sufficiently large stocks for the whole trip 
would entail enlarging the size of the camping party, 
and utilising animal transport, to a larger extent, the 
heme of getting certain quantities posted to the pose 
office en route, from Srinagar, is conducive to great 
convenience. Every stage is not provided with a post 
office. This obviously requires varied types of parcels 
t© contain rations for che number of days it may take 
to journey from one post affice ta another. These types 
may be marked from A to F, corresponding with three 
tm eight days’ rations, respectively, ‘Thus the agent, 
or the firm, at Srinagar, may accomplish compliance 
with your needs, through parcels to the post officers 
rr route. These provisions should take the staple form 
of vegetable products af various Orta, which prove per- 
feetly sustaining, palatable, and digestible diet. By 


/ 
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submerging the tins into boiling water, you obtain a 
hor meal, which eliminates the formalitics and difficul- 
ties asociated with cooking. 





PART JIT 
DESCRIPTIVE AND REFLECTIVE 


SRINAGAR, THE CaprraL or Kasumi 
A Genrsat. SkETCH 

Srinagar's high way! Jhelum winds her length 

By wooden houses tall, 

And bridges which defy her currents’ itrengeh, 

As swift she flows past all. 

From "The Jhelum River”, in Mrs. Percy Brown's 
Ghenar Leaves. 


Bathed in golden light, 
“City of the plain", 
Temples of Srinagar beight 
Gleam forth, or hide sain, 
From “View Acrow the Valley of Kashmir” in 
Mrs. Percy Brown's Chenar Leaver, 


‘Srinagar, “the city of the sun,” the capiral and the 
largest town in Kashmir, is built on ters side of the 
river, Jhelum, and is spanned by seven picturesque 

idges. The river is of considerable importance at 
Srinagar, as it forms the main thoroughfare to all parts 
of the city. Above the first bridge—the Amira Kadal 
—lirs hws : } 2 " a br with endless little ‘neg 
ee hn, 1) acighttul grass: spaces, shaded by im- 
mense chenar trees, where tienen tic up for weeks, 
oreven months, on end, The immediate vicinity of 
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the river is Venice-like, presenting for miles and miles 
a water-front of conglomerated medley of quaint houses, 
temples and mosques, with a royal palace of the past, 
here and there thrown in, to break the monotony, The 
seven bridges, spanning the river, give a characteristic 
picturesqueness to the city, which is distinctly unique, 

Srinagar, which stands on both banks of the river, 
extends for about three miles from north to south, It 
has few public buildings of interest to the visitor, The 
old palace (buile by the Dogra rulers), overlooking the 
river, had been converted, by the present ruler of the 
State, into the Government Secretariat, to which pur- 
pose it had been adapted by remodelling and. alterations. 
it presents an imposing facade, and is a majestic build- 
ing on the river front. It had been replaced, as the 
oficial residence.of the Maharaja, by a building in the 
suburbs, at Gupkar, in picturesque Swiss-cottage style, 
which is provided with modern amenities. With a 
view to prevent the inroads of disastrous floods in the 
Jhelum, the State had built, in recent years, high and 
durable bunds at Srinagar, which bas 3 succeaded in 
attaining the object in view. On the right hand of the 
bund there are now situated a large number of ‘good 
shops, which déal in the various artistic goods rurned 
out by the craftsmen of Kashmir. This portion of the 
bund i¢ mow the ‘chief centre of shopping. Govern~ 
mént had lately built a well-equipped marker near the 
Exhibition grounds, which also is a good place for 
shopping. Srinagar is provided now with such neces- 
“ry amenities of 23 modern life, as electricity and water- 
works: also clubs, libraries, 2 museum, and some good 
educational institutions. 
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Starting from the steps of the Srinagar Club and 
floating down the Jhelum, under the seven bridges of 
the city, is an enjoyable experience, for it is a city of 
numerous wooden houses, built up on high stone founda- 
tions, lining both sides of the river. No two houses 
are alike in size, height or style; a perfectly straight- 
fronted house will suddenly blossom into a carved 
balcony on. the fifth floor, while its brother mext door 
broad and squat, will have dozens of little coivediecad 
lattice-windows. The first bridge—the Amira Kada! 
—under which you pass is a modern one, and just be- 
vond on the left bank, is the new Seeretariat which 
contains some wonderful painted walls and ceilings. ft 
has been redecorated, and contains some beautiful 
reception rooms, including a wonderful durbar hall. 
The rich merchants and tradesmen are all clustered 
round and about the third bridge, having their sign- 
boards hanging on the walls of their houses, overlocking 
the river, from which you go up to their showrooms by 
steep flights of stairs. “y | 
A short distance below the third bridge is the 
Shah Hamadan mosque, one of the most sacred places 
to che Kashmir Muslims, Built entirely of wood, it i, 
in places, beautifully carved, and, with its attractive 
spire, has quite the look of a Burmese pagoda: Kashmir 
is noted for its geometric-panelled ceilings: in pine; 
admirably fitted, and beautifully painted. Although 
this art is now extinct, the best example of it is the Shab 
Hamadan mosque, which is noted for irs richly carved 
wood-work, and heavy-corbelled cornice. The incet 
of the mosque, which is entirely covered with. panelling 
with geometrical patterns, merits careful inspection by 








The Third Bridge Srinagar 
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visitors interested in wood carving. On the opposite 
bank is the stan¢ mosque (Pathar Masjid), and, as it 
was buile by a woman, (Nur Jehan, Jehangir's wife), 
it has never been accepted as a sacred building. Drift- 
ing with the stream we glide slowly under the fourth 
and then the fifth bridge, originally picturesque wooden 
structures, and built on the cantilever system, on wooden 
piles, resting on a foundation of old boats sunk into 
the river bed; but now replaced by modern structures. 
Melow the seventh bridge is the Yarkandi serai, where 
the caravans from Central Asia, with their strings of 
yaks and- ponies, terminate their long journey from 
across the mountain ranges. After passing under the_ 
vventh and lease bridge, and past the Chhatabal weir, 
the city ix lefe behind, and 2 wonderful vista of the 
surrounding hills is seen across the rice fields on both 
vides of the river. The Chharabal weir, is lowered in 
the first week of every Hindu month, when the river 
raises the water level, and increases facilities for naviga- 
tion about the city, enabling large boats to traverse the 
‘canals and enter the lakes freely. 

Srinagar is not unjustly described as the “Venice of 
India”, The river, Jhelum, flowing through the midst 
of the city, as its chief thoroughfare, divides it into two 
aimose equal parts, and is spanned (as stated above) by 
seven bridges over its main course: As the houses and 
shops—stretching along the banks of the river for over 
four miles—are approached generally from the water- 
side, their whereabouts are indicated as near the first 
bridge, or berween the second and the third, and ¢o on. 
On a shopping expedition one leaves one's houseboat, 
and getting into # light skiff—called shikara—is rowed, 
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peace ee ty one’s destination, Living in.a house 
t, carpeted with soft Kashmir rugs, one admires its 
furnichine of the finely-carved walnut suites (in the 
making of which the Kashmiri excels), or the the cushions 
and the curtains worked with fine embroidery in beauti- 
ful designs, that adorn well-furnished houseboats, which 
neg move up and down the Jhelum, and the adjoin- 
s. The city lies in the midst of the great plain, 
like the haangye # bowl, the edge of which is made 
by the grand circle of the highest mountains all err | 
Te isa large city—with a busy and bevapeross populanen 
of about two lakhs, and crowded a large variety 
of shops. For thase who want to make. purclisses, and 
to load themselves with the famous art-menufactures 
of Kashmir, there is an. abundance of opportunity at 
Srinagar. 

There is scarcely any city more enchanting than 
the capital of Kashmir, From whatever direction it 
approached, the intense beauty of its setting immediately 
becomes evident, and it never fails the expectations 
raised in the visitor’s mind. Though ic is straggling, 
yet its picturesque houses and quaint bridges, surrounded 
with some of the loveliest of gardens, constitute 4 truly 
romantic scene. The whole face of the city—especially 
in the spring—is bejewelled with flowers. which graw 
in profusion, even where the hand of man has not deli- 
berately planted chem. The Shalamar, the Chasm 
Shahi, the Nishar, and other famous gardens, and, ane 
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Like a queen enchanted— 
Girt about with beauty by day and night that creep, 
Soft as breathless ripples that softly shorewards 


Lies the lovely city. 


Set on the Jhelum, Srinagar naturally recalls Venice, 
yer it haunts the traveller far more profoundly than 
does the jewel of the Adriatic And beyond Srinagar, 
lie hills and valleys, mountains stretching white fingers 
(o Heaven, beauteous glades, and rocky fortresses. Thus 
days can be spent exploring the Dal and the Anchar 
lakes adjainnig the city, and the many canals and back- 
waters, full of strange wild-fowl, and spangled with 
lotus flowers, or visiting the beautiful terraced gardens 
planted by the Moghal Emperors, which constitute the 
unending charms of Srinagar. Giant and umbrageous: 
_ henar trees spread their green mantle above us, and 9 
thousand feet up the Takht, with its ancient Hinde 
temple, throws its shadow along the margin of the Dal 
lake, where moored in the grateful shade of the willows 
at the water's edge, dozens and scores of houscboats— 
there are over two thousands of them—furnish pleasant 
holiday homes to tired workers from the plains. 

IV 

_ Srinagar has an alticude of §£,200 feet. In the 
winter months it lies beneath’ s mantle of snow, when 
Srinagar’s: house-boats lie up against Jhelum’s banks, 
their gunwales and tops encrusted with snow. Snow- 
trees and anow-mantled houses, on the niver- 
bank, fend charm to'as delicate a winter landscape 4 
artist ever drew. Bur from the beginning of April 
to the end of October it is a delightful place, 
except for the months of July and August, which 
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are uncomfortable. Many things cin be done and 
enjoyed in a hundred places in the world, bur 
where else can one find the varied beauties offered 
by Srinagar? The river, winding and turning, as re- 
luctant to leave this beautiful valley a5 the enraptured 
lover his mistress, at last quits her at Baramulla in 
torrents of despair, rushing and hurling down the rocky 
gorge, that leads to the world outside. Bur at Srinagar, 
content and tranquil, calmly ic flows, shaded by willow 
groves, adorned by cheers, through a green world be- 
jewelled by king-fishers, gire round with mighty moun- 
tains, their snow-capped peaks marching away into the 
blue distance, The river bears a world of its own on 
its broad bosom, Boats of all kinds pass continually up 
and down—up, laboriously against the current, poled 
or dragged with straining muscles to frenzied chants 
and cries; down, deliciously drifting, indolently aided 

Coming up the river, the eye catches the Takht, 
the thousand-feet high hill, which over-looks the city, 
and on’ which stands the famous Sankaracharya temple, 
which displays its beautiful outline when ¢lectrically 
illuminated of an evening. A steep ascent up the hill 
leads to the terrace of the temple which commands 3 
beautiful and a perfect view of Srinagar and the Dal 
lake—a panorama at once superb and fascinating. 
| two ancient monuments of Srinagar, namely, the 
Hari Parbat fort, built by Emperor Akbar, and the 
Sankaracharya temple on the Takht hill, are beyond 
all doubt among places worth visiting, as both of them 
overlook the city, which is protected, so to say, by these 
two sentinels mounting guard on two sides of it, and 
screening it from the evil eye, 

Stinagar has many gardens—some of which also 


| 


( 193 ) 


serve as excellent camping-grounds, Prominent recy ngst 
these is the Munshi Bagh, an orchard stretching 
mile along the river, and the Chenar Bagh, a lov ebes 
of trees lining the banks of the canal, which joins the 
Dal lake to the Jhelum river, a locality cool and afford- 
ing shady camping grounds. Higher up above the first 
bridge are situated the civil station or the residential 
ireas, With well-built bungalows and nicely laid-out 
gardens. Nedou’s hotel is centrally. situated in the civil 
lines, and is most comfortable and up-to-date. The 
churches, hospitals and nursing homes, Post and Tele- 
graph offices, the Club, the Seeladon the pales station, 
the mail motor service and the railway ag ICY, the 
cinemas and the shopping centres, are all in proxi 
mity-—either on or nearabour the river bund. Behind 
Nera hotel, the stream skirting the Chenar Bagh, as 
| as both banks of the Thelum river, above the first 
idee form the chief mooring places for houseboats. 


Vv 
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numerous gold, silver and copper coins; and a large 
collection of the arts and crafts of Kashmir, are preserved 
in this well-organised museum. The votal expenditure 
on thé Departments of Archxology, Research and 
Museum, is abour Rs. 20,000, 

A. visit to the Srate granaries, ac Gulab-bagh, is an 
experience of great value, since you see here forty great 
containers, cach fire-proot and rat-proof, and each cap- 
able of holding close on 400 tons, dotting about an ex- 
royal garden, with grass walks, and stately trees. Built 
of local timber, to a locally-evalved plain and design, 
they fit into the landscape as no other structures could 
have done. So perfect are the arrangements (for the 
turnover of stocks, and the extermination of vermin) 
that the coral loss from all causes is very small, With 
these grain stores the department of supply ix enabled 
to hold stores of enormous quantities of grain, which 
guarantees. against devastation from famine, and help 
to stabilise. prices at periods of scarcity, | 


Fioop PREVENTION anp RECLAMATION 


The canstruction of strategic roads, connecting 
Kashmir with the Punjab, has been followed by enginoer- 
ing undertakings on a large scale, as it was very 
realized that the chief hindrance towards prosperity 
lay in the constant floods which used to devastate Kash- 
mir every few years. The river, Jhelum, winds its way 
with many bends and turns through the rich alluvial 


sil of the valley of Kashmir, until ac Baramulla it 


reaches the eastern barrier of mountains, through which 
it forces its way with great -viclener, dia narrow 
gorges, into the Punjab, Rain, when it fell, often 
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came in a deluge ‘for days on end, and was not infre- 
quently followed by a spell of hoc weather, which 
brought down quantities of snow-water trom the moun- 
tains. Unable to escape through the narrow gorges at 
Haramulla, the waters of the Jhelum, collected in the- 
valley, rose sometimes as much as fifteen or twenty feet 
in # couple of days. On such occasions it inundated 
the whole valley and did incalculable harm to property, 
crops, and fruits, Only too frequently it burst through 
the embankments #hich surround the capital of Sri- 
nagar, and flooded the entire city, causing thereby very 
great muery to the citizens, | 

The scheme for averting the evils, caused by the 
floods, was conceived and executed by a distinguishec 
engineer, who by means of three immense electric dred- 
gers, managed to deepen the riverbed at Baramulla, and 
removed boulders of great’ weight and size from the 
gorge, The dredgers either worked by suction, or 
grappled up rocks and boulders by means of a scoop. 
The material excavated from the bottom of the river 
was passed through a long steel pipe supported by crane, 
and deposited In heaps along each bank. In order to 
maintain the normal level of water in the river, tinder 
ordinary conditions, a dam also had been builr. The 
bund at Srinagar had been raised, and is constantly 
watched during the flood season. The resule of all 
these steps had been to reduce the force and the fre- 
quency of the floods, and the capital is now ever so 
much safer than bef 

Thus most of the low-lying areas at Srinagar having 
been exposed to the danger of flood, the inhabiranes 
had been obliged to resort to perpendicular expansion, 
when lateral extension was not posible or convenient. 
Tn pursuance of the scheme of flood protection, the 
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height of the bunds, along the banks of the river, and 
en the main canals, haying been lately raised to prevent 
hugh-level water from over-topping them, several thou- 
sands of acres of land, suitable for building purposes, 
had been made available for the expansion of the city 
of Srinagar, 


DAL LAKE Bounevann AND THE Ciry Dramace 


One of the principal charms of Srinagar is the 
lovely Dal lake, Not only is it drequented by cthou- 
sands of yisitors, but a consi rable Proportion of the 
tourst population finds a home in housebours, moored 
on the margin of the Jake, Till lately, however, there 
had been no suitable road along it. A fine brosdway 
round the lake, fifteen miles in aes is now available; 
and it is being extended round the edge of the lake. 
Tc is called the Karan boulevard, and cOMprises a carruge 
way 24 feet wide, bordered on the one side by a foot- 
path 12 feet wide, and on the other by a riding track 
of the same width, sheltered by an avenue of cheuar 
trees, Of the many picturesque drives round about 
Stinagar, the one mentioned above, is particularly lovely, 
as itewinds along the banks of the lake, from below the 
palace of the Maharaja, at Gupkar. Leaving the water's 





mar, right up to Harwan, the Water-works reservoir. 
_, inother drive takes one past the Naseem Bagh on 
the Dal lake—where the houseboats Ie by the hundred 
—their gay awaitings and painted sides reflected in. the 
Water—past the grear grove of chemurs at the Naseem 
Bagh, and on to Gandarbal, where the snow waters of 
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the Sind river are crossed by a tall, slender wooden 
bridge. On these drives sunlight and shadow over 
fields and mountain-tops, orchards in frsit or in blos- 
som; snoweapped peaks; and water in the lakes and the. 
crystal-clear mountain streams, are highly attractive 
sights all the way. | 


DRAUNAGE AND WATERWORKS 


The great drainage scheme, now under execution, 
will enable Srinagar to take precedence in regard to 
hygienic conditions, not only over cities of equal size, 
but also over larger and wealthier cities in British India, 
The construction of the underground drainage of Sri- 
nagar was commenced in October, 1930, when a sum 
of Rs, 24 lakhs was allotted by Government for the 
laying of main outfall sewer No. 1. The sewer is about 
2" miles Jong, and commands 14 divisions. of the 25 
mto which the portions of the city, situated on the left 
bank of the river, has been divided. Considerable 
ee has been experienced both in excavation and 
in building the sewer, as the subsoil water lever is only 
four feet below the surface, and there is a layer.of 
quicksand, three feet thick, at bed level, but the diff- 
culties are being slowly got over, and the work is pre- 
ceeding slowly hat satistactorily, 

Lastly, an excellent and abundant supply of 
Water had been provided for the summer capital of 
the State, by an extensive net-work of pipes fed from 
the bet Los reservoir at Harwan, twelve miles away 
from city, and situated in the mountains on 
Dal lake. A visit to Harwan is a delightful excursion 
ofan afternoon, Until the opening of the waver-works, 
cholera and other epidemics used to be a frequent visitant 
_ at Srinagar, bur they had completely disappeared since. 
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a plentiful supply of pure wator was made available, 
HMydrants for the use of the public are conveniently 


placed all over the city, and the Srinagar water-works 


are one of the best in India. 
VI 
SRINAGAR AMENITIES 


With a motor road running to within a few miles 
of Gulmarg—the. hill station of Kashmir, situated ar 
the height of 9,000 ft. on the Pir Panjal range—and 
another right up to Pahalgam, a famous health- 
resort, at an altitude of 7,000 feet in the Liddar valley 

Kashmir has nearly as much to offer to those who 
like to take things easy, as to those for whom the ideal 
holiday embraces plenty of exercise. In Srinagar is tw 
be found nearly every amenity that any modern Indian 
city can offer—electric lights, water-works, tennis and 

alt, comfortable hotels, clubs, and cinema; and thus 
the social round of work-a-day life, in che capital af 
Kashmir, need not change one jut, except for its back 
ground. Adventurous treks with baggage ponies and 
cooli¢s are not in everybody's line; but those who 
undertake them can with for nothing better than to 
do them again! ‘The Srinagar Club is naturally the great 
social centre. With che Many amenities ir otitis = 
well-stocked library, fine gold course, well-kept tennis 
courts, and alto several modern amusements, and crea- 
ture comforts of all worts—it is benerally thronged af 
4m evening, and it is here that the members meer ro 
discuss, over Cigarettes and cock-tails, the Jacest scandals, 
or the prospects of sport, or other news of interest, 
Stinagar is well provided with tennis courts ae the 
club, and alo ar the Nedou's hotel, in addition to 
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many private ones. An annual tennis tournament. is 
of the best players from the Punjab, and even further 
afield, come up to compete for the handsome prices 
offered. There are also several tennis..courts at Gul- 
pst a though there tennis takes second place to golf. 
ilf can be enjoyed.on an 18 hole link.at Srinagar, but 
Gulmarg—as stated aboye—ts the paradise for the devo- 
tees of golf, who are well catered for rhere, as the upper 
and lower courses, at Gulmarg, both of 1% holes, are 
probably the best in India. Dances galore take place 
at the Srinagar Club, and also at Nedou's hotel, where 
rwo or three fancy dress balls are held during the season; 
when valuable prizes are given for the best and most 
original costumes. Nedou's hotel also ‘Agri a fine 
stape, and arranges for amateur theatricals, cabarets and 
other entertainments regularly. There is also at the 
korel a good cinema, and bridge-playing—generally of 
the contract yariery—is the order of an evening. I 
one is staying at Nedou’s or a boarding-house, the ques- 
tion of garaging the car docé not arise. But even if 
one lives in a howse-boat, at Srinagar, a garage can easily 
be hired in the neighbourhood, while further afield there 
is always a convenient chenar tree under which to ehelrer 
the car. A tarpaulin sheer is useful for rainy days, 
The telephone mileage in the Stare it fairly exten- 
sive, with two main exchange stations at Srinagar and 
Jammu and three branch one: at Anantnag, Satwari 
and Gulmarg. ‘The automatic system has of late been 
partly introduced in Srinagar. A trunk telephone 
service links up the State with British Indias. Tele- 
graphic communications extend to all important places 
throughout the State, and both telephone and telegraph 
tervices are worked efficiently, There are two wireless 
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‘ations, one at Jammu, and the other at Nowshera, 
Proposals for the establishment of aeronautical <ervices 


between British India and the State are under cantider3- 


tion, It is intended to have one station at Srinagar and 
another at Jamniy, when air service between Lahore 
and Srinagar is opened, 
y The celebration vee His cir the esa 
birthday, in September, is a time of ercat guiety anc 
festivities, The Maharajah enters Srinagar ia Beste, 
and the procession of barges down the river, with cheir 
crews all dressed in yellow and white, isa highly picture 
sque sight. At night the city is illuminated. and with 
its receptions, durbars, garden parties and dinners, it 
is perhaps the most enjoyable time of the Srinagar season. 
he Dusserah celebrations also, which are held in Oecto- 
ber, are highly interesting to, and enjoyable by, visiters, 
when the parade of the Kashmir troops and the fire- 
works display are worth seeing. | 


ALPHABETICAL GAZETTEER OF EX4 
CURSIONS FROM SRINAGAR 


Arranged in alphabetical order—tor convenience 
of reference—is appended a series“of notes on the scenes 
and sights to which interesting excursions may be made 
from Srinagar, many of them by car. Detailed in- 
formation about them -will be found ac other: places in 
this book, the pages relating to which can be easily 
found by looking for them in the index. A milage 
chart to many of them, showing the distances from 
Srinagar, is also appended. 

Achhabal, garden is situated at a distance of torty 
miles from Srinagar, and about seven miles from Anant~ 
nag. ‘The road throughout is metalled, and good tor 
motoring, The garden, rising in three terraces, 15 
famous for its limpid spring. The water, which is pure 
cold and refreshing, gushes out of the foot of the hill, 
which skirte the garden on the southern side. The 
garden round the spring, with its beautiful waterfalls, 
cascades and fountains, was laid out by Jahangir. There 
isa trout hatchery, which also is fed by the water of 
the spring. Outside the garden, there is a small camp- 
ing ground shaded by chenar trees, and also a rest-house 
with catering arrangements, situated quite close to the 
camping ground. 

Anantnag (or Islemabad) is the second city of 
Kashmir, in population and importance, and is famous 
mainly for its gabhas, (or floor-cloths and table-cloths), 








F i - 
Which are worked in braided woallen embroidery. 
lien gh it 


There is a rest-house at Khanabal, close by, though 
would be better no camp at Bawan, 


is highly attricuve, and one should be in camp here 
for some days while exploring the neighbouring cere 


a beautiful ; Walt 4 Courtyard containing many 
fruit trees, with the chus, (or the “royal spring”) 


for the Purity, coolness and refreshing quality. of it 
Water, with which jis many fountains play, The 
garden, which was laid out by Shah Jehan, in 1632, 
stands on the hill-sde above the Dal, and cammancds 3 
beautiful view of the lake and its environments, As 
# State guesthouse is attached Coit, the garden ie often 
closed to the public, and enquiries. shou! therefore, be 


made before 4 Visit, 


liroad, i te many beautiful spots-around the Dal 
lake, where house-boats can be moored, and the famous 
Moghal gardens are tituated on it, 

Ganderbal is 5 small village on the banke of the 
pind Tver, at a distance of 13 miles from Srinagar, 
and $.220 feer above the sea level. Visitors generally 
stay here, in. July and August, in house-boats moored 


bal, thore are Post and Telegraph offices, Government 
dispensary, and police station during the seaton.. The 
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Sindh river and its tributaries supply fish in abundance. 
Ganderbal is the starting point of excursions to 1 
places in the Sindh valley —like Sonamarg, Baltal, the 
Zojila pass, and the Gangabal lake. 

Gulmarg. Twenty-eight miles: trom Srinagar, . 
this far-famed holiday resort is about 8,700 feex about 
the sea level, All the amenities of civilised life are to 
be found here, during the two seasons, the short one 
ity winter, and the long one in summer. A magnificent 
panorama is unfolded to the view from the circular 
road, 7 miles long, which commands a view of the Nanga 
Parbat range and the whole of Kashmir valley. Khilan- 
raarg, which is a favourite place for excursions from 
Gulmarg, affords a glofious view of the Kashmir valley 
and its surrounding mountain ranges, including the 
Nanga Parbat. It is 16,000 fect higher than Gulmarg 
and can be reached by a rough pony track ektlnt 
the forest.. Towering over Khi arg is Apharwat, 
14,000 feet above the sea level, with its pioruresque 
blue lakes. One can ride to Khilanmarg and thence 
climh Apharwat on foot. Toshmaidan, which can be 
reached by three marches from Gulmarg, is one of the 
most beautiful margs (literally meadows or pasture- 
lands) of Kashmir, The path is steep, but fit for 


panics, 

Harwan, about three miles from Shalimar, is the 
splendid reservoir which supplies water to Srinagar. 
With its dark green water reflecting the lofty peaks of 
the Mahadeo hill, this artificial lake is one of the pret- 
tiest sights'in Kashmir.A. little distance below. this lle 
is a reservoir for trout culture, which should not be 
missed when. on a. visit te Harwan, which is a’pléasant 
trip and an excellent ste for picnic. | 

Manasabul, situated towards the west of Srinagar, 
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Martand ruins, of the temple of the sun, are about 
five miles from Achhbal, and about the same distance 
by a direct road from Anantnag. They are wonderful 
architectural remains, and should not be missed an a 
account. Many experts have declared that it is wor 
while coming to Kashmir to <é them. 

Naseem Bagh is a fine green plain on the bank of 
the Dal fake, shaded by a wonderful grove of chemurs. 
It is an ideal camping ground, situated at a distance of 
six miles from Srinagar, Bathing may be enjoyed 
here in ideal surroundings in the Nagin Bagh which ts 
close by. A number of sailing boats, bathing boats 
and motor boats are available an hire. | 

Nithat Bagh (built by Asaf Kh , ak a 
reign) is close to Srinagar, and is situated on the eastern 
bank of the Dal lake. The approach to it is through 
the Dal lake and also by road. It is a popular excur- 
sion, two and a half miles beyond the famous Chasma 
Shahi. It is arranged in twelve terraces and its cas- 
cades and fountains, flawer-beds and lawns, cypress and 
chenar trees, heighten the beauty of the prospect pre 
sented by the panorama of the Dal lake againsr the 
back-ground of imposing and magnificent mountains. 

| Pahal gam is situated at a distance of about sixty 
miles from Srinagar, at an altitude of abour 7,000 feet 
above the sea level, in the heart of the finest side valley 
of Kashmir, known as the Liddar valley. The road to 
Pahalgam from Stinagar js suitable for motor and lorry 
trathe during the season, Pahalgam attracts an increas 
ing number of visitors every summer, Fr has—during 
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the season—hotels, camping sites, Post and Telegraph 
oihces, a Tehsil office, a Government dispensary, a police 
station, a conservancy staif, and good bazaars, It is 
is an important stage in the pilgrimage to the sacred 
cave of Amarnath, which is 27 miles away. The great 
Kolahoi glacier, another attraction for visitors, is 22 
miles from Pahalgam. Those preferring quiet and rex, 
with gentle exercise, prefer Aare to the gaicties of 
Gulmarg, during July and August. 

Pompur, a village on the Banihal-Srinagar road, 
but a few miles from the capital, is famous for two 
things: (@) for palatable large-sized biscuits, called 
Pampur bread, which keep good for several days, and 
(6) for saffron fields in its neighbourhood, which are 
generally visited in aucumn. 


Ye saifron ficlds! Ye saffron fields! 
Fair joyous beauty Kashmir yields, 
And flowery acres round Panrpur 
Give up tw patient gleaners poor 
Rich bounty Nature doth outpoor, 
From “Saffron Fields in Kashmie” in Mre Percy 
Brown's Chenar Leaves. | 


Shuh-i-Hamdan mosque is situated in the heart of 
the city, and is a very fine specimen of Kashmir archi- 
theture in carved wood. Ie should be inspected with- 
nut fall. 

Shalemar garden, 3 favourite excursion from Sri- 
nagar, was built by the Moghul Emperor, Jehangir, in 
the beginning of the 17th century, and. is the most. 
famous Moghul garden in the valley. It lies about two 
miles beyond Nishat on the way to Harwan, Ie was 

* faid out by Jehangir for his Empress Noor Jehan, with 
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whom he passed several summers here. The garden 


has many majestic chener trees, and is ornamented 
with terraces and fountain. On one of the terraces is 
buile a magnificent pavilion of black polished stone, 
closely resembling marble, 

Rea This glacier valley, 8,750 feet above 
the sca level, prevents one of the finest pieces of scenery 
in Kashmir, and is noted for its bracing climate, Large 
camping grounds are available here. The famous 
Amarnath cave and the well-known Kolahoi mountain 


. in the Liddar valley are accessible from this place also. 


Snow trouts are available in the river at Sonamarg. It 
is situated in the Sindh valley, and is accessible from 
various places like Ganderbal and Manasbal. 

Verinag, is fifty miles from Srinagar, and 16 miles 
from Anantnag, and 6,100 feet above the sea level, 
. This most famous spring, in Kashmir, is situated at the 
foot of the Pir Panjal range, and has a large spring in 
an octagonal basin, and an arcade built by Jehangir. 
The limpid water flowing from the spring is one of the 
principal sources of the river Jhelum, Verinag is an 
attractive place for camping, there being many fine 
sites here for the purpose. The State orchards produce 
the finest and sweetest apples in the wason. Interest- 
ing Moghal associations centre round here, and the cli- 
mate 1s excellent. It can be easily approached from 
Upper Munda, on the Jammu-Srinagar route vir Bani- 


Wooler, about six miles from the Manasbal lake, 
by a direct path, and abour fourteen miles by the motor 
road, is an extensive sheet of water, stretching from the 
foot of the hill on the north to the town of Sopor, 
The river Jhelum enters the lake ar ite eastern apex, and 
leaves it near the town of Sopor, at its western extre- 
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mity. The Woolar is well worth a visit. 


The Wular lake still laves there 
Yon mountain's base, its sheen 
An opilescente rare 
Or tender, jade-like green. 
(From “View Across the Valley of Kashmir” in 
Mrs: Percy Brown's Chenar Leevet.) 


Great Wular! Lulled thy wooing winds now lic 

Whiose surface mirrors hills and sky, 

No ripple small thy clear reflections break, 

Engirdling mountains delicate of hue 

But wraith-like seem as morning mist beshrouds 

Their lofty heights of pale translucent blue, 

O'er-capped 2 apes of billowing white clouds. 

Wide spread the waters of the lake serene, 

A lingering link with Kashmir’s ancient pait— 

The whole vale once embraced just such a scene 

in times remote, for then "twas ote lake vast; 
(From “The Wular Lake” im Mrs, Percy Brown's 

Chenar Leavet.) 


Distance CHART 


__ The following table shows the distance between 
Srinagar and the various places of excursion:— 
Achhbal | 39 miles 
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THE TWO SRINAGAR [LAKES AND THEIR 
ENVIRONS 


lL. THEr Dau 


The Dal lake is the delight of the worldling, and the 
retired abode of the reclus—Abu! Fazl, in 
Atecen-c-Abiari, 

Perhaps in the whale world there is no corner so pleasanr 
as the Dal lake.— Walter Lawrence, in The Valley 
of Kuatbutir. 

Oh! to ee it at sunset,—when warm o'er the Lake 

Tey at parting a summer eve throws, 

Like a “bride full of blushes, when lingering to rake 

A last Jook of her mirror at night ore she goes!— 


Or to see it by moonlight,—when mellowly shines 
The light o'er its palaces, gardens, and shrines: 

When the waterfalls gloam like 2 quick fall of stars, 
And the nightingale’: hymn from the Ie of Chenars, 


Or at morn, when the magic of daylight awakes 
A new wonder cach minute, as slowly it breaks, 
‘upolas, fountains, cal'd forth every one 
darkness, ax they were just born of the Sun” 
—Iloore's Lalla Rukh. 


Whar Kashmir is to the world, the Dal lake is wo 

i It is an epitome of all the glories of Kashmir, 

‘id! a specialisation of each one of them. From the 
fummit : of the Takhe, the one-thousand feev hill chat 
over! Srinagar, 2 wondrous panorama greets the. 
sides of the dreamy valley with its blue, 

. winding river, and the far-away snow-covered moun- 
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tains; and, on the other, the placid Dal lake, which 
mirrors all the moods and: fancies that the mind of 
man-can conjure. Early morning, with che dark waters 
catching the growing light of day, and the shadows retir- 
ing to the bases of the eastern hills; high noon, and the 
breeze just ruffling the surface of the calm waters of the 
lake; evening, when variegated tints and shadows come 
into being and fill the scene; night when an unclouded 
moon flings a broad beam across its. surface—in all 
these changing phases the great lake of Srinagar is ever 
wonderful, mysterious and sublime. 

The Dal is-a fairly large expanse of clear rush- 
fringed water, abour four miles long and over two and 4 
half miles broad, surrounded by the famous Moghal gar- 
dens, under a wall of mountains, the highest peak of 
which towers, sharpcut and snow-capped, against the 
translucent sky to a height of 12,000 feet. Moored 
round the shores of the lake, in the season, will be found 
hundreds of houseboats, whose occupants lead an arca- 
dian life—bathing, lazing and idling, or making endless 
water excursions in the shikeres, On the north-west 
shore are the two most famoux of the Moghal gardens, 
in Kashmir, namely the Nishat and the Shalamar, Both 
are very beautiful, with their fretted marble water slides, 
long fountain channels, masses of flowers, and chenars 
of immense size, casting their delightful shade over well- 
kept lawns. One of the mose popular trips is thus a 
visit to the Dal lake, a lovely sheet of water with an 
individuality of its own, holding one's senses captive by 
the beaury of its tree-covered islands, its floating gardens, 
and, more than all, by the extraordinary light between 
passing clouds which suffuses the water in long strips 
of fleeting colours. On jt are situated the Shalamar, 
the traditional spot of the reunion of Jehangir and his 
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lovely Empress, Nur Jehan, after their only quarrel, 
and alse the Nishat, which was her favourite ‘resort; 
besides a number of once splendid but now decayed 
gardens and pleasure resorts. 

The Dal is loved alike by the visitor and the resi- 
dent, Clear as its waters lie alternately in deep 
open spaces and in weedy stretches, where the lotus 
is but only of a hundred water-plants and flowers, Tiny 
ulands covered with foliage, that only half reveals some 
gaily-painted mosque, or temple, form points of pil- 
grimage for numerous boats laden with worshippers 
The shores present a succession of gardens—tree- 
embowered with age and hallowed by the memories of 
the Great Moghals, which hark back to sun-lit’ waters 
and shady groves, changing colours, cool fountains, 
ferns and mosses, sun-flecked walls, glistening steps, and 
days of ecstasy. The Naseem, that beautifully-named 
“garden of soft breezes"; the Shalamar cane “abode of 
love”), and the Nishat (the “place of pleasure”)— 
gteen, terraced, shady pleasances, where cascades and 
fountains fill the air with spray; the Chashma Shahi 
(the “royal spring”), the view of the Dal lake from the 
terraces of which can never fade from memory; the 
dark ruins of the once picturesque Pari Mahal; and the 
Wine-presses of Gupkar whose white walls are hung 
with the-pale blue bunches of the wistaria, whose hedges 
flaunt the yellow moor-rose, and where the cineraria 
forms a contrast to the gaiety of the columbine and 

he jasmine—these are the watch-words with which to 
arm the memory for one’s journcy when out to spend an 

The Dal lake is probably the chief attraction to 
the visitors who remain, in Kashmir, in the house-boat. 

» Op the south is the Pir Panjal range—almost a sem 





with snow, and as the morning sun bathes them in its 
glory they stand our pure white, like glistening towers, 
in the sun-shine, a night of which one never grows tired. 
To the east one sees Mahadeo and the nearer mountains, 
about nine thousand feet high: Right at the entrance 
is the Takht, a most interesting hill of one thousand feet 
height, composed of the oldest rock in the Himalayan 
range, and the product of a volcanic eruption, sub- 
mérged and then lifted up its present position, and now 
the solitary hill in the Kashmir valley. In turn, it has 
been the sice of a Buddhist, » Hindu, a Muslim, and now 
again. a Hindu-shrine. A wonderiul view of the valé 
of Kashmir is scen from its top, which no visitor 
Srinagar should miss. To the south-cast there is the 
opening, down which flows the Jhelum river: ovher- 
wise the circle of mountains is complete with the mighty 
Haramukh, on its north-east corner, rising high above 
‘its-rocky surroundings, | 


I 


‘The Dal, whose beauties were so opulently chanted 
by the Trish poet, Moore;—in his now lirtle-read: poem, 
Lalla Rukb—is something more than a piece of exquisite 
water, It is a world in itself. Here are fields and 
orchards whose bloom drifts upon its-cranshucent waters, 
and meadows enamelled with purple and gold; splendid 
treei—the chenar, the poplar, a the apricor, and the 
willows by the waterways; houses of the grest and. the 
humble, and the gardens of the Moghal Emperors: 
sheep feeding im the grassy glades, the loughman 
behind his ‘steers; little fish speeding fike arrows 
through its limpid waters; the halevans display- 
ir turquoise wings, the fruldouds singing in 
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willows, and the turtle-doves whose music fills the at- 
mosphere, “Here are canoes carrying the people about 
their daily avocations, handsome women and lovely 
childfen, in barges laden with the produce of, the foat- 
ing gardens; sbihurus that wait in line behind the flood- 
gates like gondolas near St. Mark's at Venice, , 
‘Here also are the floating gardens of Kashmir, and 
the gardens at work, carrying fresh soil across the lake 
where it widens, while their punting-poles shine like 
dlverin the sunlight, and one of them (who is evidently 
love-sick) sings a sweet bur sad ghucal in the stern. 
These floating gardens look like firm earth cll you move 
away a yard or two, and then se them suspended in 
the lustrous water, while the dragon-flies flash about 
them with incredible speed. And ever beyond these there 
are the snow-capped peaks of the blue uprising mout- 
tains, imaged in the lake. So the Dal is a place that is 
apt to spoil one, since it is so accessible, its charm 
little concealed. You haye but o call a s/éfera, anil. 
in a moment you are launched upon the joys of the 
glorious Dal. | | 
The Dal, being quite close ta Srinagar, is a suburb 
of the city. It is connected with the Jhelum by @ 
Picturesque canal, called 2 sbppbestres oats ne 4 
massive. gate-way near the village, Drogjun, regulates 
the flow of ator into and out af the lake, which itelf 
it about an hour's journey by the canal from: the gate- 
way. Enclosed on three sides by an ampitheatre of 
hills, some of whose peaks rise to a height of 4,000 feet, 
and dotted with famous orchards and pleasure houses. 
of the Great Moghals on the shore, the Dal i one of 
che lovelicet spote in Kashmir, to which all: sojourners at 
Srinagar needs must pay a visit. The lake is about ten 
square miles in-area, but several causeways, and alpo 
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projecting marsh Isnds divide it into, at least, three 
unequal parts, Though a considerable portion of the 
marsh has been reclaimed, a fair portion of it still re 
mains, The lake is full of vegetarion—aquatic, semi- 
aquatic and submerged. The water, however, is per- 
fectly clear, and it is very interesting to watch the 
coloured fishes and insects dashing in and out of the 
tangled mass of plants in the bed of the lake, which is 
nowhere very deep, except during heavy rains. 
I] 

Now threading cool green tunnels long 

Through Dal lake's willow water-ways 

We tune our hearts to hear her song, 

A song which varies with the days; 

Our boat purvues reflections near 

And "twixt a tracery of leaves 

Mountains of yet appear 

Through filnry veils the soft air weaves, 

All nature glows and throbs delight, ° 

We We entranced: the atmosphere 





Bathed in this thining radiant light 
Ie steeped tn opal colour clear, 


From "Waterways in the Dal Lake” in Mra. 
Percy Brown's Chenar Leaves, 

You leave for che Dal at carly dawn, before the 
“melting snows have raised the level of the river, and so 
closed the great sluice gates of the lake. Early as in the 
hour, life is already afoot. Here are men standing 
eey fs the water taking their morning ablution 
with the early light shining upon their faces, absor 
in the morning prayer. The boats are moving, though 
the aay has just begun, and the sun is not yet risen be- 
hind the Takhe. But the Hari Parbat fort is already 
bathed in an amber glow of light, and looks an im- 


| i 2x.) 
pressive proud castle on its hill. Upon the far snows: 
of the Pir Panjal the min had long been shining, bur 
the eastern mountains, behind which his orb is con- 
cealed, are yet wrapped in deep violet shadows, while 
the Shalamar and the Nishat gardens still slumber in 
the embraces of the night. The waters below and abour 
ys are grey and green, and are gleaming with light, che 
birds are a~wing, and the sounds of increasing day are. 
abroad; the plash of cars, the voices of women, the 
twittering of the swallows, as they swiftly skim the 
water, the strident crowing of | ks, the white geese 
sailing with their little brood like a_flect abroad; the 
orioles flitting like shafts of sun-light through the glades, 
while your shikara glides through the willows almost 


We come to Kraliyar, where a temple with its 
silvered roof is shining in the sun, and its stairs and 


towards the famous Moghal eden the environment 
| homes in a fen country, 

from the pleasant scenes and events of rural life, to 
ing that is 
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backed bridge makes a water-gate or portal to the 
garden and sts Imperial pavilions. Every step you now 
‘take in the Moghal gardens carries you inwo a vista that 
as-yet more exquisite, rill your power of exprestion js 

numbed and the senses are over-come by a beauty whie 

You can not grasp or describe, Of the Dal and is 

3  beguey, and of its many fstcinsting attractions 









be could write “much and long"; but;— 


We oa retin: Be Scie all 
Extin 





- While alee birds aeite aeeeeqrard, wing. 
From) "Water-Ways on the Dal Lake in’ Miu 
Perey Brown's Chenar Leaves, 


2. THe Fuoatinc Ganoens oF THE Daw 


The floating gardens of the.Dal are o unique foa~ 
ture of thar famous lake, They are made of long strips 
of reed, moored at the four corners by poles driven into 
the bed of the lake, with heaps of weed and mud formed 
into small cones on the reeds; In fact, they-are one 
of the man ny isaac of a Bhy oa! country, For 

 RRNEUTICS past roduce- of the fluating gardens on 
othe Dal tad noc ee supplied some of she serussconnalt 
of the people in the capital, but also those of Ananmig 
«tied ana eset Baramula at the other end & 
tbe yectiy anly:two other towns of Kashmir. 
he ficas view of « tng garden on the Dal is striking. 
“ps you are ree, along, suddenly what lols Hikes i 
cig of os vt, appeacs floating tongniag yo 
HOR IE a rat made of crossed ay with » foor 
chee a Bae voit, on which vegetables are pings, AC cael 













View of the Dal Lake 
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boy anda girl in boats, one on cach side, are poling it 
along, for these rafts with their crops are easily moved 
from one - to another, A large part of the Dal 
lake is Alled with these floating gardens, and to facilicare 
their removal, clear passages of water are left between 
them, Fresh earth is constantly added to them, tll 
after some years of cultivation, they become almost ss 
solid as dry land. The floating gardens lic mainly 
in the western partion of the lake i., the portion to- 
wards the large open flats, and being more or less close 
to ane another, they seem from a distance, like ordinary 
cultivated fields, cut up by narrow 

For centuries past systematic advantage had been 
taken of these floating lands by the Kashmiri cultivator, 
and Jong years of tillage had rendered these lands ever 
0 much more productive. Ordinarily, the cultivatar 
keeps his floating garden in position by. means of lons 
poles, and does not move them about from: one place 
to another unnecessarily, still you see on occasions these 
floating gardens being moved about, and cases of their 
theft have alto been reported! Small lands of this 
nature may be seen in process of furmation in the 
hallow portions of the lake, though the systematic 
reclamation of marsh lands had rendered the formation 
of floating gardens now largely unnecestary. The bulk 
of the crops grown on the floating gardens is vegetables, 
Some cultivators make a specialty of growing cabbage, 
carrot, cauli-flower, beet, pea and other vegetables from 
imported seeds; but many of them raise heavy crops of 
potato, onion, aubergine, tomato, chilli and cucumber 
—all of which thrive on the very fertile lands Of the 
floatmg gardens. Yellow gourds, white pumpkins, 
ind melons, also figure largely among the vegetable 

» produce of the floating gardens of the Dal lake. 
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And last but not least are the water-chestnuty, 
or singbaras, the fruit of which ripen under water, and 
ow wild not only on the Dal but also on the Woolar 
che: The Jetting of the latter for the privilege of 
gathering the fruir is a valuable source of income to 
the State, which it also grows in abundance on the Dal, 
ft is gathered by the boatmen driving a pole in the bed 
of the lake, to which they tie their boat by means of 
along rope. They row continuously in a circle, short- 
ening the rope in the process, and at the same time 
collecting all the nuts in the centre. They are then , 
‘scooped up in a small net fixed on the end of a long 
pole. The kernel, which is white and mealy, is either 
ground into flour, or is fried and-so eaten. 

Such then is the Dal lake at Srinagar—its charms 
are ineffable; its beauty indescribable; at any rate, in 
prose, Perhaps, the following stanza from Elizabeth 
Browning's famous poem, Aurora Leigh, might convey 
some faint idea of its idyllic picturesqueness:— 

Hills, vales, woods, netted in a silver mist, 
Farms, granges, doubled up among the hills, 

And cattle grating in the watered vales. 

And cottage chimneys smoking from the wonds, 
And cottage gardens emelling everywhere 
Confused with emell of orchards. 





SOME IDYLLIC SCENES ROUND THE DAL 
Tex. Bau 


From the ruined pleasance of Habbak, with all 
their emotional appeal, you pass in a sbikara up the 
Arrah river, and find your house-boat moored in 4 
shady corner under willow trees at Tell Bal. On either 
hank, there is a footpath shaded by close lines of young 
willow trees, through whose bars of light and shadow 
: pass: one with a hoe to his labour in the fields 
another with his buqgad held before him, and a com- 
panion to beguile the way; another, a womun with her 
infant seated bright-eyed upon her shoulders and Gb- 
servant of the world: Along the stream, which flows 
at 4 gentle pace, a boat now and then passes laden with 
erass and fuel, or bricks from the city, whos owner 
with a placid joy upon his face sings some old love-song 
in a low wnder-tone that matches his mood and the 
sentiment of the little river. Along the banks under 
the green and gold of the willows, a black cow moves 
2 few yards every hour, grazing the rich herbage by 
the water, a hen with her brood struts up and down, 
and a family of geese cackle contentedly, their white 
a imaged in the river's green surface. Away in 
the fields beyond the countless stems of the willow 
trees, 3 man’s head with a white cap on it bobs up and 
down as he plies his hoe, and, under the shade of mial~ 
berry by a cottage wall, his children are busi and 
happily at work; the lad sowing, the little sind at a 
spinning-wheel, and the baby gazing with large eyes 
# at the footpath upon which strange things mt 
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while hoopoes and oricles flash amongst the willow, and 


doves croon all through the summer hours. 

Late in the evening of 4 summer day, when the 
shadows lengthen and the sunlight sweeps in. great 
waves over the valley, you follow the little river, Arrah, 
up towards its source. It runs but a brief course-from 
its snowy sources to the lake’s edge, and at each step 
it-seems to become more delicious, its green waters mare 
transparent, its temperature colder than ice. Upon 
ite banks there stand many a charming homestead, 
with cows about, and silky goats, and pretty children, 


and bare-lezged women busking rice; and at one secluded * 


commer you come upon a sivrat, a sort of religious. idyll, 
hidden by the river's brink, under the shelter of one 
of the noblest chenarit of the valley. Within, in. the 
cloistral silence and peace of the enclosure, there. are 
the shrines of dead saints, with jasmine growing through 


the roof, and coloured threads at the lattice, marking 


the vows of women eager for a child, and little chirags, 
the earthen lamp of the humble, with a pebble in-each 
tosave the oi). There i here also a mosque with .wild 
roses, irises and fritillarics growing about in. _ 

_ Leaving the shikara, which can be taken no further 
by reason of the cieagpuoey speed of the water 
a5 1% sweep: over the pebbly shallows—you . cross 
the bordering rice-felds to the village of Burzi- 
hama, and the high uplands above. Looking dowtt 


upon from here the lake spreads before you and the — 


river-level of the Jhelum, and. in these intermediate 
La that lie between the mountain and -the valley, 
en By to picture the landscape. Turning: away. from 
ere. you follow the stream to its junction with the 
waters, thar fisssing from it, inspired che Shalamaé and 
still give it life. These waters, which dnce they en- 


a 


om 
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of the modern temperament as the Shalamar was of 

thar of the splendid Moghal. The hamlets that once 

filled this valley have been removed, and a natural park 

has grown up under the superb heights of Mahadeo, 

where the brown bear and the great Kashmir stay are 

protected, as well ax other lesser creatures of the wild, 
Here now is a superb amphirheatre, with the lake as 
ity.arcna, wrapt in, stillness. 


Tur [ste oF CHENAMS 


The iste of chenars offers.a beautiful vantage point 
fora survey of the entire Dal lake, but it is sad with 
memories of departed glories. Of its four old chirreart 
only-one is yet in its vigorous prime. Lovely as is the 
scene that awaits one here at dawn, when the whole of 
thie secluded corner of the world is bathed in the ra- 
dance of o new day, the impresson if canveyy one 
of profound melancholy; so lone is the little island, +0 
shartered are all its human associations. One can see 
that this small and solitary place was designed for, 
pleasure, for the reception of singers and dancers, of 
an outer multirude in their boats upon the water, or 
it might be for the retreat of lovers who would be of 
the world, but would have it solely for themselves, But 
b now thy hooded crows alone find a habitation where 
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Jehangir and Nurjehan dallied with life, and night- 
ingales had sung. Even the marble pavilion, with its 
white colonnadés that graced the island in the days of 
the early European travellers, (like the practical Vigne 
and the sentimental Hugel), had disappeared, and the 
harsh ruins of the terraced platform, from which it 
rose, only detract from what might otherwise be a little 
pastoral island or soft meadow of daisies scattered on 
the grass. Nowhere else upon the shores of this lake, 


where the cransitorines of power is so strikingly yet 
beautifully portrayed, does one feel its tragedy as in 
the isle of ehenars. 


itis not till night has fallen that the painful 
emotions that brood abour rhe island become tilled, 
and you are able to enter into its loveliness. Then 
there comes, as it were, a renascence of its earlier life. 
The sky is jewelled with stars, a young crescent moon 
hangs over the Naseem Bagh, and the surface of the 
lake is calm as irvana itself. The mountains beyond 
‘Tel Bal are of so diaphanows-a blue, where they project 
like some headland into the ocean, that they seem 
divested of all that is matcrial, savo of their forms alone: 
and the white summits and vast barrier of Pir Panjal 
are yet fainter like the visions of a dream. Lights burn 
under the dark water-line of the Naseem where some 
boats lie at anchor, and a twinkling comes from the 
not distant Hazrat Bal—the shrine of the Prophet's hair 
—with the sound of plaintive voices, intoning some 
litany of the night. The Takhr stands up like a 
thadow in the starry night, and the high ramparts of 
Hari Parbat strung with their battlements against the 
gloom; but of the city of nearly a hundred and fifty 
thousand souls, that lies between them—the capital 
of Kashmir—there is no hint, neither in light nor sound. 


(2) 
The ite Pras completely veiled as though it had nevet 


island stands in the deepest and most open 
part of the lake, and the clear waters encompass it like 


a sca, A deep silence engulfs it, and broods over it, 
in these dark hours, and generally there is not so much 


as the rustle of a leaf in the trees overhead, Yer the 
stars shine with an amazing brilliance, and the universe 
moves upon its appointed course. Wonderful, truly 
wonderful 


Hazear Bat 


Splendidly striking is the scene ac Hazrat Bal, 
situated an the Dal, when the people are gathered to- 
gether there for the festival of the Prophet's hair. As 
ane across the waters the boats are gathering; and 
every vantage point along the shore, where willows and 
chenars yield shelyer from the blinding sun; is closely 
packed with the prows of their boats, each laden with 
its load of pilgrims and holiday-makers from the city. 
Many of the boats are bedecked with beautiful em- 
broideted rugs and cushions, upon which f riends sit fa- 
gether in harmony, with silver Suqqabs and musical 
instruments, and samovars and little cups of tea. The 
boats are bright with the faces of children and in the 
humbler ones there are women to add their charm; 
while here and there a courtezan with her brazen 
assembled crowd, but the women of the upper classes 
stay sadly at home, as they still observe put ab, 

Before the zémraf in its great court, under the 
chenar a dense crowd is gathered for prayer, and 
there is scarcely room to stir. It is a quiet and orderly 
= ion which falls automatically into serried 


b lines, which culminate in those who are assembled upon 


t 4 

the placforin of the shrine, about the gilded: litter im 
which is visible the person of the high priest. Within 
there are lights gleaming amidse the stately -columns 
of the cedar, which support the roof of the sent? At 
intervals of space, amidst the kneeling multitude, there 
stand eloquent preachers, whose purpose it is to address 
them in the articles of their faith, The climax is 
reached when the whole mass of people rise and bend 
its head to the dust. In wonderful unison, these waves 
of humanity rise and fall, as though inspired by but onc 
volition, It is a strange and stirring sight in the hot 
‘sunlichr, and under the whispering shade of the great “ 
chenar trees, And when the service js over, and: the 
Prophet's hair is held aloft, a milk-white dust. ascends 

incense fram the soles of those who strain. forward 
for a glimpse of the priceless relic, hiding the multinude | 
from sight. ‘hy 


ie. 
A Viston of Lovetrsrss 


The visitor to Kashmir must be very unresponsive 
to his surroundings who would not be moved by what 
he beholds of a summer afternoon, round whout the 
Dal, or on.a visit vo the Moghal gardens: Above him 
Will be the turquoise blue sky, and below his feet ari 
emerald green turf, while the fountains will be aquirt= 
ing refreshing sprays; and all round him will be the 
tnow-White peaks of the majestic mountains. over whith 
will be cumuli of clouds banking up, and then, drifting 
along, displaying ‘as they do wonderful colours play 
upon the high cliffs, whose image is reflected on the 
sombre waters of the lake. At lait when darknesy it 
falling, the birds shall have ceased to sing, and che stars 
heeun to shine. Under the green marbly pillars of the 

therm colonnade of Shah Jeban’s pavilion, facing: a 
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the serrated mountains and the white peak, so bright 
is the star-light that the mountain-wall is luminous, 
and the snow fields of Mahadeo are clearly visible, set, 
as it were, with the stars for jewels: You then see re- 
flected in the waters the dark forms of the cypresses, 
and as-you look above the constellations rise in the 
vault of heaven, and mew stars emerge, from moment 
to moment, into vision, Afar off, outside the garden 
* walls; you hear the rippling music of the stream and the 
voice of the night, such under-tones as pass for still- 
nesst and when the light flickering like 2 glow-worm, 
patses at the far end of the garden, 1s reflection lights 
up the beautiful tracery on the pedestals of the marble 
columns, so polished is their suriace. 

‘There is in front of you the lake, a great pool of 
tranquil water, blue by day or moonlight where the 
sky looks into it, but white and opal where the ascend- 
ing clouds throw their living image upon ir, like a sheet 
of burnished silver here, like an embrowered carpet 
there, where the waterlilics rise upon their Slender fila- 
ments: to its surface. Blue and silver as are the valleys, 
and snow-white the mountain heights, yet under the 
rays of the noonday sun, all the high peaks are molten 
into one marvellous prism of light. So great they look, 
with the white cloud-towers mingling with their sum- 


| mits, that they seem to have no limits to their greatness. 


Thus you have a perfect vision made up of mountain, 
sky and water, and the frowning castle upon the Hart 
Parbst hill, Nor is this all; for close ar hand, below 
the black marble throne, is the high stone wall of the 
garden with its vases filled with purple, and’a pool with 
fountains set amidst the grass, upon which and the 
bordering roses their spray falls like mist. And upon 
d ee ee of this there are far-reaching thickers of 





aon 
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Persian lilac in bloom, Inside the pavilion, from which 
all these wonders are meant to be seen, there is silence, 
which whispers of our frail mortaliry, and reconciles 
the soul to the mysterious inevitable, 
i: the midst of these lovely gardens, so beautiful 
day and by moonlight, you can nor ditke off 
adicling. strive as well 25 you may, that you are 
moving amongst veiled shadows of a great past. In 
the place of the great and magnificent Moghul Empe- 
rors who buile them, and who claimed to hold the world 
in fee, of the lovely women chown for their perfection 
7 add the last ‘ich to this place of superlative exce 
lence, there are now little sparrows building their nests 
under the fretted caves, and rooks that chaffer within 
the inner court, and doves sheltering themselves from 
the summer noon. Yer is this place nor quite sadden- 





ing, like so many other relics of departed glory. 


Human ferocity had not reached this secluded corner; 
the dust and the havoc that appear in so many other 
places, once the chosen abode | of kings, have had no 
power here over the beneficence of nature. The grass 
98 a5 still green, the flowers as bright and scented, the 
waters as sparkling, and the vision of the world with- 
out as majestic and beautiful as they ever were in. the 
Cosi of Moghal prime, There is but enough of decay, 

and of the touch of a vanished hand, to remind us, how- 
ever, to enjoy ourselves while we may, for as old Omar 
Khayyam characteristically put it:— 


And as the cock crew, those who stood before 
The tavern shouted: Open then the door! 
You know how little while we have to stay 
And, once departed, shall recur no more. 


THE MAR CANAL AND ANCHAR LAKE: 
AN IDYLL 


The Mar canal—which connects the Dal and the 
Anchar lakes—is one of Srimagar’s chicf waterways, 
and is the daily thorotghfare of thousands, When 
made, or how, or by whom, or what its length or depth 
or width, or the cost or labour—with all rhese dry-as- 
dust data, facts and statistics we have no concern: we 
only know that it exists as a witching thing of beauty, 
at We gently glide through it. It begins in osier beds 

and wi lows, its wavelets lap the shade-chequered stones 
of a temple, and at first it is indistinct and hesiating 
in its course. A hundred tracks through the water- 
weeds invite us; the right one disappears a tew boats’ 
lengths ahead round a crumbling, creeper-covered 
building. The clinging tendrils close in again where 
our shikara has passed. The Mar canal wanders on-— 
a thing of dreams and fancices—amid a maze of toppling 
houses, between wally of great hewn stones, where 
downodding poppies cling said slice cluster. A slum; 
_ yes bur one where the orange-breasted, blue-winged 
king-fisher has his home; where the iris lavishes its wealth 
of yellow, white, and purple: where the sky is radiant 
beeween the gables, and the sun makes charming, in 
‘illianey and shade, alike what it touches and what it 
pasxs by, “Willow-pattern” bridges, heaven only 
knows how old, span it at intervals. Heaped up on 
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man and beast, with balconies and lattices carved in 
intricate designs, and moulded cornices from which are 
hung the graceful slender “ear-rings.” Hore, where 
there is nothing studied for effect, where men live to 
love and die, nature yet triumphs supreme. Here man 
does not mar her works; he is part of them and they of 
him. Verily; from end to end, the Mar canal appeals 
tO artists. 


THe AncHar Lake anp is Lorus 


Another lake of Srinagar’ is. the Anchar, which i 
five miles long and two miles broad, and which the 
Mar canal connects it with the Dal. But though thes 
two Inkes are curiously unlike, yer both are beautiful. 
The Dal ‘has no suggestion of forlornness; but in the 
Anchar, man scems an intruder, A lonely stretch of 
water, it extends in grey mistiness to the far-off moun- 
tains, like some great unfinished masterpiece. To man 
the water fowls have yielded up the Dal; but ac Anchar 

muster strong in their thousands, and its reedy 
Siartanele are full of vartous kinds of birds. But 
lonely though the Anchar is—as compared with the Dal 
—it has yet the merit of producing i in profusion lovely 
lotus, and for this reason it is visited when that flower 
a in bloson, in late July and August. At the end of 
the valley, Haramukh throned on mow, looks out. 
Before you, where the hills open beyond the Dal, side 
by side with the Takht, smallest of famous hills, and 
everywhere round and about, are poplars—straight and 
slender, sometimes in groups, sometimes alone: always 
beautiful, always unfamiliar, always associated with the 
grey-green density of willows, 

At last you come to the first lotus—the outposts 
ag it were, of the great multitude beyond the ‘band: 
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Growing among the reeds, their broad leaves lifted high 
above the water, rich in buds, they bloom with only a 
few half-opened flowers: while standing near at the 
edge of the reeds—old, wary and cynical—is a slender 
rey heron, swacitig: colcically the psychic moment for 
‘ fish. And everywhere che swallows wheel, clinging: 
to the green lotus buds to rest upon, skimming within 
a yard of you, with low quick twitterings, balancing 
for a brief moment on the shikara as it passes, You 
leave a farm vo the right; on the left bounded by wil- 
lows, and cleft by shining water-ways, are some floating 
- gardens and homesteads as you go down to the bridge. 
Here and there great rosy heads of lovus bend to look 
at their lovely faces mirrored in the water, and their 
tall pretty yellow. stems stand erect like sentinels, Boats 
, slip silently by, loaded with lily leaves to the water's 
+ edge—romantic fodder for prosaic cows—and a fruic 
doouga passes, its mats lifted co show the gold and 
crimson beauty of its cargo. And so on to the bridge 
where ends the glory of the lotus—each flower, a thing 
of wonder in the delicate tints and golden crown, each 
leaf ite complement in green perfection. | 
_ After this vision of the world of locus all else is 
anti-climax, We paddle home in the wate evenings 
grown suddenly grey and cool, Then th passing sun 
throws golden shafts on the pearly water of the Sindh 
river, in which cattle splash across in a pink sunset glow, 
and the white snows of Harmukh flush softly and 
beautifully, The Sindh is a broad river, silent and swift, 
yet there are few places where a man may not cross it 
on foot, Te is not beautiful in itself, but as you paddle 
down its icy waters, their opalescence darkened by the 
sand and tuddy earth brought down by the rains, with 
4 ite banks and islands thick with common flowers, and 
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great thatched or matted barges:towing up, it is full of 
the romance and glamour that justly clings to the water- 
ways in Kashmtr. 


a 


THE MOGHAL GARDENS IN KASHMIR 
When some face 


A GpeNERAL SKETCH 


Like the Taj Mahal, at Agra, the two principal 
Moghal gardens, in Kashmir—situated on the Dal lake, 
¢lose to Srinagar—are such, in their own line, as to 
beggar all description, and frustrate the effort of the 
pen or the brush to depict, delineate, or caprure their 
charm, since their loveliness, being a perfect harmonious 
blend between man’s handicraft and natural beauty, 
is indescribable. To see the far-famed Shalamar gardens, 
laid out by the Emperor Jehangir, or the no less famous 
Nishat Bagh, the garden beloved of his Empress Noor 
Johan, of a summer afternoon, with their chchanting 
marble pavilions, the limpid water jutting out of 
beaurifully-fretted marble-slides, and the slender, spark- 
ra fountains beneath the cowering chenar trees, as To 
feel with the poct, that the scene is truly reminiscent of 
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when some face 
Divinely fair unveils before our eyes, 

Soms woman beautiful unspeakably, 
And the blood quickens, and the spine leaps. 

All the Moghal gardens, in Kashmir, are beauty- 
spots worth staying at, for some tinie, to enjoy their love- 
liness to the full. No visitor to Srinagar should omic to 
wisit the Shalamar and the Nishat Baghs, and also the 
Chasma Shahi, the three renowned Moghal gardens, 
built near Srinagar, by Jehangir and Shah Jehan, for their 
wives. Fascinating marble pavilions, <dlvery cascades, 
gushing fountains, and tier upon tier of terraces laden 
with lovely banks of flowers, lend supreme attractiveness 
to those haunts of pleasure and delight—the Shalamar 
and the Nishat—especially when the fountains play, on 
Sundays and fete Glork Groups of pleasure parties, in 
Hikaras and doonga boats, visit these glorious gardens in 


spring dnd summer, to pes nd the day out, under the 
delightful shades of the chenar trees, J inhale the frag- 
rance of the spring flowers, and to drink the-cool waters 
of the fountains—than which there could be no better 
holiday-making. 

The most famous of the Moghal gardens—rhe 
Shalamar, and the Nishat—the former the Emperor 
Jehangir's garden, and the latter that of his Empress, 
Noor Jehan—are each, in its own. way, supremely 
beautiful, They both comprise fretted-marble water- 
‘lides, handsome fountains spouting limpid water, muses 
of loveliest flowers, with chenar trees of immense ave 
casting their shade over velvet lawns. Every Sunday, 
throughout the summer, the fountains play and the 
gardens are then thronged with people in gorgeous 
raiment. The Dal lake, with its floating gardens, the 
lare-summer fotuses that abound in it, and the peaks 
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of the rugged mountains all round, reflected in its clear 


and calm waters, with these glorious gardens on its edge, 
is not surpassed, on the authority of even experienced 
travellers, by even the world-famous Italian lakes— 
and this view is not shared by a qualified visivor, 
Mr. Aldous Huxley, yet even he (in his Jesting Pilate) 
writes as follows:— 

"The little Chashma Shahi is architecturally the 
most charming of the gardens near Srinagar. And the 
loveliest for trees and waters is Achhbal, at the upper 
end of the valley; while far-off Verinag, where Jehangir 
enclosed the blue deep source of the Jhelum in an octa~ 
gona! tank, surrounded by arcades, has a strange and 
desolate beauty all its own. If the Kashmiri gardens 

_are beautiful, thar is the work not much of man as of 
> Nature. The formal beds are fully of zinnias and scar- 
* Jet cannas. The turf is fresh and green. The huge 

chenar trees go up into the pale, bright sky; their white: 
trunks shine between the leaves, which the autumn has. 

« turned to a rusty vermilion. Behind them are the steep. 
bare hills, crested already with snow. Their colour, 

v where the sun strikes them, is a kind of glamourous 
gold, and, in the shadows, a deep intense indigo. Below, 

on the other side stretches the Dal lake, with the tsolaced 
fort crowned hill of Hari Parbat on the further shore.” 

© If towards afternoon you leave for any of the 
© Moghal gardens on the Dal, the sun blazing on the ke, 
you sce boats, in its light, glowing like brass, steal away, 
their colours fading with tho sun, into the violent sha- 
dows, The sun at last sinks behind the yellow gilt-edged 
bills, and the whole circle of the lake gleams with pris- 
matic colours. The high crests of the Pir Panjal have that 

, Temore and crystal air, as of great jewels, and the bene 
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diction of evening settles upon the water, like the peace 
of God which passeth all understanding: — 


As some val) cliff, that lifts ite awful form, 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the atorm; 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head. 








THe Naser Bace 


Akbar was the first of the Great Moghals to visit 
Kashmir. Having buile the massive fart at Hari 
Parbat, which even now overlooks Srinagar, he is said 
to have laid out the Naseem Bagh, on the slopes of the 
Dal lake, of which nothing but a few rus and the 
avenues of chemtr trees now remain to remind one of 
the first of the Moghal gardens in Kashmir. But it is 





even to-day the shadiest and the most picturesque of 


camping grounds in Kashmir, and a sufficiently long 
stay here in tents is delightful, The Naseem is the anti- 
thesis-of the Nishar, for while the latter, with its rush- 
ing waters and sparkling fountains, is still in the prime 
of life, the Naseem is long since overtaken by serene, 
old age. In fact, it is truer to say that the Naseem is 
now no more a garden but a beautiful old park, with 
deep glades, through which the sunlight and shadow 
fall upon. its velvet sward. Je has-in its grand way a 
touch of a deer-park; but it is no longer a work of Art. 
For on¢ can measure its proportions, and see right 
through it now the mauve waters of the lake, and. to 
the snow-spangled mountains beyond. The trees, still 
beautiful, are old and even dying. Most of them are 
hollow, and the central trunks of many of them are 


black and withered, their life prolonging itself for a. 


‘t 
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spate in the great lateral branches—like an Empire in 


its decline, 
Its old surrounding walls, that long shut our che 
vulgar world, have all but disappeared. You can trace 
them here and there, and their great foundations by 
the Jake, but they and the conduits, and its pavilions: 
and belvederes, its gardens of roses, narcissus and lilac, 
have long since passed into self-swelling mounds and 
grassy hollows, Yer the Naseem Bagh as a park lies 
open, a beautiful and ancient woodland, through which 
the lake breezes blow, making it the very abode of serene 
and tranquil peace, while its whive iris clusters lend it 
an ethereal charm. Nightingales now sing in it, and 
doves coo and murmur; rooks make their homes in. its 
hollow trees, and the little sparrows feed undisturbed 
upon its lawns. Kites wheel above it in the blue bays 
of the sky. The cattle of the country-side wander 
through its glades, and sheep brows: upon its herbage, 
while upon days of festival, long files of the village 
people drift across it to the neighbouring Ziarat of 
Hazrat Bal. Te is now an ideal place to idle in, camp 
out, and to ruminate on the passing show and vanity 
of life, since it is now a place of benedictions, chanting 
softly in undertones its mwuc dimitties: a place for 
those who have turned the sunny side of the hill, and 
see before them the long shadowy vale of evening with 
its quiet joys and subdued enjoyments; a beautiful mel- 
low old place such as one might come upon in only a 
very pleasant dream. 
THe SHALAMAR Bact 

© Shalemar! © Shalem! 

A rvthmic sound in thy namo rings 

A dreamy cadence from afar 
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Within these syllables which sings 

To we of love and joyous days; 

To cast their spell on all who gare 

Upon this handiwork of love— 

Reared in Jehangir’s proudest days 

Homage for Nur Mahal to prove. |. aR 

From ““The Shalamar Bagh” (A Mughal Garden 

on the Dal Lake) in Mri. Percy Brown's 
Cie Lraves 


Many of the Moghal gardens in Kathmir—besides 
the Naseem Bagh—have disappeared, but fortunately 
the State maintains carefully two of the most interesting 
ones—namely, the Shalamar and the Nishar. The first 
of these was laid out by Jehangir in 1619. Beautifully 
situated on the shores of the Dal lake, about nine miles 
from Srinagar, the Shalamar (“The Abode of Love") 
is probably the finest known example of a Moghal 

amer residence, and is 4 typical example of Mojhal 
gardening. It is approached, from Srinagar, both by a 





motor road, and also from the water along a tree-lined 


canal which connects the main entrance of the garden 
with the Dal lake. Six hundred yards long, and two 
hundred and sixty yards broad, it is divided inro three 
parts, the whole being surrounded by a lofty wall. The 
entrance from the canal is the public garden, in which 
8 a large payilian known as the Diwan-i-Am. The 
central stream, which runs through the garden, emerges 
from beneath a black marble throne on which the 
arene Emperor used to sit when holding public au- 


The second, or the middle, part of the garden was 
reserved for the use of the Emperor, and consists of two 
shallow terraces. In the centre is another pavilion 
known as The Hall of Private Audience. Untorts: 


Ne 
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nately, only the carved stone base of the original build- 
ing still remains. The entrance to the third part, or 
the ladies’ garden, is flanked by two:small guard-rooms. 
Inside the ladies’ garden stands the main building—a 
beautiful pavilion of black marble surrounded by a 
tank in which play numerous fountains. The vista 
from this pavilion down the terraces, and over the Dal, 
is entrancingly beautiful, while behind, and overshadow- 
ing the whole, tower the snow-capped hills. As it m= 
carefully looked after by the Stave, its original lay-out 
has not completely disappeared as yer. 

The water for the fountains is obrained from a 
stream, which rises in the hills behind the garden, and 
now on Sundays and fefe days, during spring and sum- 
mer, they are made to play, Bernier, the French cravel- 
ler, who visited Kashmir during Aurangzeb's time, wrote 
of this garden:—"The whole of the interior 1s painted 
and gilt, and on the walls of the chambers are inscribed 
certain sentences, written in dark and beautiful Persian 
characters. ‘The four doors are extremely valuable ar 
composed of large stones and supported by two beautifu 
pillars. ‘The doors and pillars were found in some of 
the idol temples, demolished by Shah Jehan, and it 1s 
impossible to esteem their value. I cannot describe the 
nature of the stone, but it is far superior to porphyry 
oF any species of marble.” 

If you do not choose to drive in a car to the Shala- 
mar, but prefer to do so on the return journey, you will 
in that case have to ply your sikgra of an a o 
across the silver, silver-grey water of the Dal, to the 
sound of plashing oars, and of the songs of a party our 
for a holiday, The bright colours of the sbideras, with 
their pink, red and orange, awnings, are reflected in the 

* water, and scene is one of the brightest animation. The 










‘mountains, and the snow-capped peak of 


(' 238°) 


approach lies through shallow marshy ‘waters, fined 
with willows and covered with green scum. It is not 
till you reach the Diwan-i-Khas of Shah Jehan, that 
the dignity of the garden falls upon you. Here the 
black and green marbles are superb; and even in the 
dusk you can trace the amphitheatre of crags and 

fahadeo, 
which rises majestically over the scene. Yet withal, 
this garden, suggests a pleasance, rather than an Impe- 


al residence; which at one time it was. 





“I ordered a: stream to be diverted, so that a garden 
might be made, such thar in beauty and sweetness there 


should-not be in the inhabited world another like it.” 


So wrote Jehangir in his famous Memoirs, and he evi- 
dently did achieve his object, as even now when, on a 
holiday, Shalamar is thronged with holiday-folk and the 
fountains are playing, its cascades of silver, quivering 
with light and animation, as they fall in rapturous music 


into the shining pools, presenta spectacle, of a-mummer 


afternoon, which once seen cannot be obliterated from 


THe Nisnar Bac 


"Garden of Glidness!” ‘The name doth echo 
 Adown. tle centuri¢s, and in uy wakes 
A. chord responsive to the art which makes 
The Mughal Court far-fameid: 
Which was the admiration of all eyes: 
‘Still ‘what a spell those stately gardens hold 
And metnories romantic oft teeall 
OF Kings and Qivens—the fairest Nur Mahal, 
Whore name live on, enshrined in thee rich null. 
From “A: Legend of tho ‘Nishar Bagh” (A 
Muzhal Garden on; the Dal Lathe} in) Mre 
— fe L a aT 


Percy Brown's Chenar 


Nobat Bag 
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Close to the Shalamar, and. also situated hike tt of 
the edge of the Dal lake, lies the Nishat Bagh (‘The 
Garden of Delight”), which was built by Asaf Khan, 
father-in-law of the aie Ses Shah Jehan, and father 
of Mumtaz Mahal, the Emperor's favourite wife, and 
the lady of the Taj. While the Shalamar, being a royal 
garden, has three main divisions, the Nishat, being a 
private one, has only rwo—one for the owner and the 
other for his womeén-folk. Though built on much 
the same plan as its neighbour, the Nishat differs in 

mportant respects, It is also called the “garden 
of rectunet as it has as many as twelve of them rinng 
ane above the other, flanked by bright rows of season 
lowers, relieved at intervals by magnificent chenar trees 
affording shade to the lawns, St also by slender cy- 
presses standing like sentinels to guard, as it were, the 
patty of the denise in the cme hoe? PORTERS oo 
is thus a cal private garden of t o no 
The ; As measures six hundred yards long and 
about four hundred yards wide. Being a private garden, 
it is divided—as stated above—into two portions, the 
ane for general use, and the other exclusively for ladies, 
bounded by a high wall, There are octagonal towers 
at each end of the wall, and many marble thrones are 
‘scattered about the garden. The only roofed prvilion 
stands on the third terrace looking vy over the Dal 
lake towards the snows of the Pir Panjal. Inside the 
building is a amall tank in which ac least one of the 
origina stone fountains can still be seen, The garden 
is, generally speaking, gayer and less formal than the 
mar, and during spring and summer the flower 
bedi are a wonderful blave of colour, 

With a lavishness of space, and of height pede 
, height to ae overwhelming lines of the mountains, th 
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Nishat rises in a series of twelve imperial terraces from 
the water's edge and is of a size and stateliness befirring 
the Moghal court at the height of its splendour. Much 
of its architectural beauty has suffered from the passing 
of the centuries, and many. of its details have been los 
or obscured in the vicissitudes to which so many of the 
princely palaces and gardens of thar period have suc- 
cumbed. Yet this superb garden. stil] retains. its per- 
fection, and time has even added splendour to its trees, 
now at the very climax of their lives. It is; mdeed, 
these gigantic chenar trees which, first and foremost, 
appeal to one's. unmeasured admiration. ‘There are 
groves of them, and each is a giant of its princely race. 
Then there are the great terraces, as superb in. their 
dignity, and in their proportions, as on the day they 
were made, and one can not fail to admire the art with 
which they were designed to convey the impression of - 
infinity, as of an endless series, passing into the high 
mountains which rise above them. ‘The tenth terrace, 
which marks the approach to the Zenana, ia the loftiest 
Ind «most impressive, and it indicates the transition 
fromm the public to the secluded part of che garden, 
At the far summit, where of old the beauties af * 
the Aerem walked, there is a final belvedere, which com- 
mands (without itself being sen) the whole reach of 
the vere ad den to the lake, and the world of loveliness be- 
yond it. This innermost safictuary (though now in 
ruins) is most lovely with its roof-garden, whose violet ~ 
and purple glow like the robe of an Emperor through 
the sunlight scene of the chenars, Ar the wings, also, 
there are octagonal pavilions from which to look out 
upon the country-side, but these are now in decay- 
For the rest, there are beds now of brilliant flowere— 
roses which net only droop under the weight of their, 
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own blooms, but ‘sustain the fame of Kashmir by their 
perfection and luxuriant growth, Time has, indeed, 
destroyed much, but it has also added such mellow 
qualities as time alone can give, and you fee! this when 
you see old brick pavements, once'so formal, now become 
a part of the earth itself. Huge and umbrageous cbesar 
trees stand by the terraces in all their pride of loveliness. 
The grass below: is like a thick, high-class carpet, and 
the roof above a marvellous fabric of painted leaves 
dappled with light and shadow, of grey boughs, and 
little spaces: ot blue sky. There is light, vivid and 
splendid, all about you, but none that directly pene 
trates this natural canopy, The hot sunlight, and the 
gentle zephyrs of the garden, as they come, blown m 
ripples across the lake, combine to provide you with an 
Elysian climate, while the soaring fountains fill the 
garden with g mist, upon which \ re are graven all the 
coloursof the prism. ‘The colour note of this green and 
purples its character majestic; its proportions so noble 
that, notwithstanding the high mountains and) preci- 
pices that rise so far above it, ir conveys the sense of 
dignity and greatness. 
THE Nacina BAGH a5 THE BATHING CENTRE 


The Nagina Bagh—which is six miles from Srinagar 
by road—lies upon a secret water, a lake within a lake, 
and you may come upon it by chance, of am afternoon, 
when the sun blazing over the Dal, suggests an escape to 
some quieter and more sheltered spot. A canal by the 
bridge of Kraliyar carries the sikere ino this side water, 
and Sadeetss at the Nagina Bagh. Here you may have 
tea, and enjoy the reflections of mountain’ and wood- 
land in. the still deep waters: und, in the evening coal 
walk wp: the main thoroughfare of the old garden, 

lé 
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through its avenue of huge chenars, and its fields of 
poppied corn. A slumberous stillness, broken only by 
the murmuring of doves, lies upon this secluded garden, 
far a3 it is from: the frequenced highways of the lake. 


irs old buildings and towers, its pavilions, water-courses: 


and flagged paths have. all departed, its terraces lic 
hidden under grass, its formal beauties under the waving 
comm; yet it retains the sentiment of -vanished days. 
The Nagina Bagh faces the Takht-i-Sulaiman, the 
image of which dreams at its feet-in the tranquil waters. 
Upon its right as one looks on this beautiful reflection, 
there is the castied hill of Hari Parbat, and beyond. it 
the majesty and arctic splendour of the Pir Panjal. On 
its left there ts the sun-warmed | of Mahadeo, and 
the whole line of mountains which overhang the Nishat 
andi the Shalamar, and brood in their serrated beauty 
over the northern and castern shores of the Dal: Jake. 
Late in the evening when the sun is nearly gone, they 
are seized with a passionate glow of colour, that is of a 
crystal line, red or crimson, peculiar to them at this 
tranutory moment; and it is fore in the cool deeps of 
this inner water about the Nagina Bagh that one may 
look to perfection upon their motionless reflections, and 
entrancing beauty, As the glorious orb of the sun goes 
down slowly behind the snow-topped mountains, you 
sce the startling colours fade, as though the glow which 
animated them were too ardent to last for more than 
a few rapturous moment. The stars now shine out, 
and Hari Parbar, outlined against the sky, ceases for 
one instant to be the proud citadel of a kingdom, and 
becomes in its amethystine loveliness the gossamer fabric 
of one’s dreams, These wonders may be seen even by 
careless eyes, on a summer night, as one’s boat. passes 
slowly over the waters, an its homeward course, from the 
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Nagina Bagh to the exit of the waters of the-Dal lake. 
Long neglected, so popular-has Nagina Bagh now 

become that during the summer months house-boats 
—with dressing rooms and diving boards—rimg the 
cotice Inke and? except at the beginning of the season, 
gbali are very difficult to get; a row of shops has sprung 
up on the road behind the lake, and a number of gare- 
ges have been built. There is even a Post Office to save 
visitors the trouble of sending two miles for their letters, 
and other amenities, including some good shops, are 
fast springing up. Bathing boats: here have spring 
boards, and platforms of different heights for diving. 
and shutes: On the main deck are dressing rooms for- 
men and women, while the upper deck makes a splendid 
place for sun-bathing, and the display of multi-coloured 
and attractive swimming suits. Each boat possesses 
two or three wide smoothly-plancd planks on which 
one can lie at ease, and by the gentlest paddling motion 
of the feer, drift slowly round amongst the more cner= 
getic swimmers. All this is provided for the sum of 
four annas per day, or at a slightly lower rate, if weekly 
or monthly tickets are taken, 

er, even without these anrenitics, life at the Nagina 
Bagh can be very pleasant, A bath about 1! aim, 
followed by a long sun-bath rill lunch; a quiet read. 
or sleep; carly rea; another bath, followed by a stroll, 
brings one to dinner time. As night falls, the Iske is 
ringed with the twinkling lights of the house-boats, andl 
chiharas are wen crossing from boat to boat as visite are 
exchanged, The sound of gramophones and laughter, 
softened by distance, floats across the water—and. 
Nagina Bagh then truly rransforms itself into an earthly. 
paradise. ‘Though there are several places round about 
the Dal lake, where one may live delightful days, turn- 
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ing the warmer months—either in a houseboat, or in 
camp, there are few: pleasanter than the Nagina Bagh, 
ochre tine Sengsiiptie dtd regen, ct i 
light bathing picnics—a charming Lido for those who 
enjoy refreshing baths and active life, cdupled with the 


amenities of civilisacion. 
THE CHASHMA SHAHI 


To the Chashma Shahi, or. the “Royal Spring” 

you drive along the highway, with its tall poplars like a 
regiment in line, in the incomparable freshness of the 
morning. You S hatiy come to an orchard, in which 
you fain pause and _ a handful of cherries, Por 
“the cherry” » wrote the Emperor. Jehangir, in his famous 
Memoirs, “is a fruit of pleasant flavour, and one can 
at more of 1 than of other: fruits. 1 have in a day 
¢aten up a hundred and fifty of chem”; an example 
il amie lad ge emulate upon a fine summer-morn- 
, on your way to the Chashma Shahi: And again; 

mt was an abundance of cherries on the trees, each 
of which looked, as it were, a round ruby, hanging like 
globes upon the branches", which is a very just obser- 
vation of Jahangir’. At the Chashma-i-Shahi the 
eh Shah Jehan, built in 1632, a pavilion, and laid 
litle with fountains and waterfalls, in 
pe above each tg and i one may 
fT o enjoyment, and drink of the spring 

wick gushes forth with the ty and unfailing 
abundance as it did in hie d day. nthe Moghal buildings, 
with their graceful form, have passed away beyond 
‘recognition; and newer and les worthy ones (built by 
the last but one Sikh Governor, im 1842, and later res 
tored by the Maharajas of Kashmir) have taken. their 
place; but the beauty and seclusion of the spot survive. — 












Here was never any pomp. or ceremoma ual, but at was 
and is place of exquisite repose; and it continues to this 
dwy haunted, as of old, by the divinity of-the spring, 
and overlooked by mountains prio iar are ps the 
irridescent sheen of a peacock. It is now used some- 
times as a State guest-house, bur it ts usually open to 
ViSifors. 
Hapsax BacH 


‘The garden at Habbak, w the north of the Naseem 
Bagh, was laid out by Saif Khan, the Moghal Governor 
of Kashmir, from’1655 to 1668, and it was called Sait- 
abad after him. As he desired to make 1 excel the 
Nishat and the Shalamar in beauty, he brought a stream 
of water from the Sindh river, to feed the fountains, 
grottos and cascades in his garden. But before the work 
of construction was completed, he was summoned 
back to Delhi by Aurangzeb, As he had suddenly to 
depart, the garden has remained shadowless for want 
of the chenar and cypress trees, which he had deferred 
planting pending the supply of water. Yet the ter- 
races of Habbak catch the eye from afar; and when 
ane arrives at the garden, one realises thac this was in 
plan and purpose the most stately of all che ald Moghal 
gardens on the Dal lake. 

Its ruined wally and outer bastions, its far-flung 
terraces and steep water-fulls, irs carved waterways and 
sunk pools still linger, in all the sadness of a great failure, 
to remind ane of those glorious days. Here more than 
thewhere, upon the borders of the Elysian lake, one i 
struck with the hayoe that is so seldom absent 
from’ splendour in the East. All the old building 
are shattered beyond recovery, and the channels 
thar glided are choked with weeds, Yee in their 
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midst the ross of a past struggle to live; 
spp Sec pecng MDa toa ses ope a 
desolation: If you stand at ity centre upon its aie 
terrace, where two aged cypresses still mount 
sentinels, you will see about you fields of scarl 


pies, the lake shining below, and the snow-spangled | 


mass of the Mahadeo hill rising into the mist of the 
morning sunlight, over its high walls and princely 
terraces, Tt is even now well worth a yisic of an after- 
OOM, 


Tre AcHHBAL GARDENS 


Thy murmuring waters em to ble, 
As with a tender wft cares, 
All who are lulled here by their fall 
In garden fair of Achhbal: 
Percy Brown's Chcnar Leors, 

Thirty-two miles by road from Srinagar lies Anant- 
nag, otherwise known as Islamabad, the second. city of 
Kashmir, and important as the starting place for ex- 
cursions to Verinag, Achhbal, Martand, Pabalgans, and 

many other interesting places. Verinag, the source of 
ay river Jhelum, was the favourite garden af Noor 
Jehan, ond Marea long since in riins, it still powers 
splendid fruit iehitcs which produce the best and 
sweetest apples i in the valley, for which there is very 
gtear demand in and outside Kashmir, There i an- 
other beautiful Moghal garden at Achhbal, about sven 
miles from Anantnag, along a good motor road, he 
Lucan is in three terraces, sath terrace having a separate 

water-fall, and tanks and fountains. There is a 

for trout culture near the garden, which also 

ecrves avint, Achhbal, laid our as a. stately garden 





From “The Mughal Garden ar Achhbal” in Mrs. 
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by Jehangir, and known as his favourice pleasure resort, 
is smaller but is, in some respects, lovelier than the more 
famous Shalamar and Nishat Baghs on the shore of the 
Dal lake. Like them, it nestles in. the gentle sloping 
lap of a mountain, and derives much of its picturesque 
beauty from the surrounding fir-clad mountains and 
valleys. 

_ Whereas Shalamar and Nishat are dependent on. 
distant sources for the water which enhances their charms 
s greatly, Achhbal glories in the most remarkable 
spring in Kashmir, which is described in the Ain-i- 
Akbari as “a fountain which shoots up to the height of 
a cubit, and is scarce equalled for its coldness, limpidity, 
and refreshing qualities; the sick thar drink of it and 
persevere in a course of its water recover their health”. 
Bernier wrote about it: “The water is so abundant 


thar it ought rather be called a river than 4 fountain, and 
there is a lofty cascade which in its fall takes the form 
and colour of a large sheet, thirty or forty paces in 
Jength, producing the finest effect imaginable—especially 
at night when innumerable lamps fixed in parts of the 
wall, adapted for that purpose, are lighted under the 
sheet of water”. A haradari with graceful arches 
spanned this water-course and, cooled by fountain- 
spray and rushing icy water, furnished an ideal retreat 
for the midday siesta. ; : 
‘The original building at Achhbal, having fallen 
into disrepair, was replaced (during ge Maha- 
raja Ranbir Singh) by a building in Kashmiri style, 
erected on the old foundations, But the hummam ot 
Jehangir still stands, and the earthen pipa-se for 
conveying water to the Royal bath-room from the up- 
permost terrace of the garden are stil] intact. Scores 
‘of magnificent chenar trees, some probably dating back 
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out the grounds, and also line the waterway as it tab 
its course, along the terraces, before assuming its natural 
role of a dashing mountain torrent. Spacious lawns 
and beds of exquinte flowers arranged in characteristic 
Moghal style, and interspersed with dresed-stone walks, 
dd the final touches to the beauty of one of the great 
Moghal gardens of Kashmir. With the pamp and regal 
pltnidour of the old court days gone, and with all its 
natural beauty enhanced by the passage of time,Achhhal 
rovides a unique setting fis a mela in mid-June, which 
is thus the best occasion to visit the place, Bur it is 
eharming and delightful all through the spring and the 





VERINAG 


The famous spring called Verinag, from which the » 


Jhelum: rises, is situated at the foot of the Banihal pass, 
and there are the relics here of an old Moghal garden. 
This spring was originally a shapeless pond, and water, 
/oozmg out from different places in it, spread abour anid 
formed a littl marth. The Emperor Jehangir, whose 
artistic ‘taste is well known, built, in 1620, round the 
Spring the octagonal tank of sculptured stones «o chat 
all the water was collected therein. Jehangir’s son, 
‘Shah Jehan, who was no less a lover of natural beauty, 
“constructed, in 1627, cascades and aqueduets through 
and ‘around a fine garden, which he lid oucin front of 
the ‘spring. The warer from the spring issues from the 
north-eastern side of a high and well-wouded hill, and 
1G feceived into an octagonal stone basin ten feet deep. 
“There are two stone slabs buile into the southern and 
“weitern walls round the spring, on which imseriptions 
4m Persian prose and verse, in praine of the spring, and 


Vermag, Source of the fhelom 


Achbal Uanirna 
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the dates of the construction of the tank and aqueduct, 
are inscribed. The gardens are now in ruins, but they 
still produce some of the finest apples in Kashmir, Veri- 
nag, which has some excellent camping grounds, can 
he easily visited by a slight diversion, near Upper Munda 
from che road leading up or down from the Banihal 
pass, which is the main trafic route between Jammu 
and Srinagar, 


THE PLAINS LAKES OF KASHMIR 
]. THe Manasnat Lake 


The Manasbal is a jewel of a lake, and the loveliest 
in Kashmir. Only about two miles in diameter, it is 
of a beautiful jade-green colour, and, unlike most lakes 
in’ Kashmir, is wonderfully clear of weeds. You may 
motor right up to the lake, or leave the car at the village 
of Sumbal—seventeen miles fram Srinagar, where there 
is 4 Very picturesque wood-pile bridge which is, by the 
look of it, due to crash at any moment. Here you 
charter a mat-topped boat with a crew, and transfer 
yourself, your rugs, cushions and tiffin basket into it. 
Leaving the Jhelum, you are paddled up a canal for 
about a mile, and coming on to the lake make straight 
for the centre, where you may spend an hour bathing 
in the delightfully clear and icy-cold water. For lunch, 
you land at the “Lalla Rukh's garden” —actually the 
ruins of a es garden built by Jehangir, the thick 
high walls and bastions of which still stand erect at 
the water's edge. Here, under the shadow of the um- 
brageous chenurs, you have your meal al fresco. Then 
on to the boat again, where the rugs and cushions invite 
a siesta, while the crew paddle you gently around, The 
only energetic persons in sight are the Pasernion sprear- 
ing fish, from their small boats. ‘The poet must have 
had some such scene in mind when he wrote the well- 
known stanza:— 


All was so still and sweet that day, 
The neitling shade, the rippling stream, 






i 


famete: oh 


Alf life, all breath dissolved away 

Into a golden dream; | 

Warm and sweet, scented shade 
Drowsily caught the breeze and wurred, 
Faint and jow through the green glade 
Czme hum of bee and song of bird. 


old Moghal garden, built by Akbar, All thar ts now 
left of its former glory are the majestic trees and the 


adding shades of rose and violet to the water and the 
surrounding hills, making an unforgettable scene, while 
the view of the first faint evening star, reflected in the: 
lieart of the placid waters of the lake, is a veritable sight 
for the gods. | 
Could any progress be more alluring than to be 
sated on cushions in a sbikara propelled through the 
water by three or four paddles, changing from quick 
to dow rhythm in answer to a chanting ery! Th 





banks of the narrow channel fall sway; the boat speeds 


across the lake on to a tree-shaded green sward towards 
the middle of the lake, the water so still and clear that 
the silver fich can be seen darting through the miniature 
forests of their world. Refreshed and exhilarared be- 
yond words, through an enchanted world of ever-chang- 
ing colour—water, sky and mountains vying with one 
another in an incredible glory of ros, and gold, and 
blue—you rejoin your car at Sumbal, where the ald. 
beidge has now been replaced by a modern structure, 
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IL Tre Woorarn Lace 
The Woolar lake is six miles from Manasbal by a 
direct path, and fourteen by moter road. The largest 
| fresh water Indian lake, it is twelve miles long and five 
miles wide—huge, frowning mountains fise purple and 
smoke-blue in the distance, and gaze into its depthy, 
with a light breeze before which white-sailed yachrs 
skim gracefully. Suddenly, there is a distant growl of 
thunder among the hills, clouds come billowing across 
the sky, and the boats fly for shelrer. The water be- 
comes the most marvellous translucent jade, and the 
mountains, mysterious and awesome, reflect every shade 
of purple in its troubled surface. The shikera, scurrying 
across it, just makes for the shelwer of the great rocks by 
the shore before the wind hurls down, whipping the wat 
into angry waves, which would swamp in a moment so 
a-craft. The rain stabs the water with a millicn 
diamond thrusts. In ten minutes, however, it is over; 
the sun pushes aside the last cloud, and a flashing world 
reveals itself again. The Woolar, which cin be reached 
from Srinagar by river, as well as by motor road, is a 
scenic sight worth seeing, and no visitor to Kashmir 
should miss tt. In the breeding season wild ducks rear 
their young ones “midst its weeds and willows, and it 
is a favourite centre for duck shooting. The scenic 
beauties of the Woolar are graphically delineated and 
vividly portrayed in the verses quoted below from Mrs 
‘Percy Brown's Chener Leaves:-— “7 
‘ Srenpnagetinrs Eka wok majestically rear 
eads o'er which mitts hung are wx isappear, 
The: Wulit lake sill avec hae 
Yon mountain's base, ity sheen 
An opalescence rare, or tender, jade-like yt 


(From 








oy 


ce . green. 
View Across the Valley of Kathmir.") 
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Great Wulart Lulled thy wooing winds now he 

Asleep upon the bosom of the lake, 

Whose glissy surface mirror hilly and sky, 

No ripple small thy clear reflections break, 

Engirdling mountains delicate of hue, 

But wraith-like seem a¢ morning mist besiirouds 

Their lofty heights of pale translucent blue 

O'er-capped by banks of billowing white clowds. 

Wide spread the waters of the lake serene, 

A. lingering link with Kashmir's ancient past— 

The whole vale once embraced just such a scene 

In times remote, for then ‘twas one lake vast; 

Wild tempests sudden rise—the boldest quail! 

Deep thunder roars, and lightning flashes bright, 

White waves lash high and many now bewail 

In fear and goef the dangers of their plight. 

The fierce, primeval Daemon of the lake 

In wrath doth tise, though atraitened now his realm. 

He spouts forth death as storm-tossed men fonake 

Their shattered craft, o’erwhelmed, tet go their helm. 
(From “The Wular Lake".) 





EXCURSIONS FROM SRINAGAR 


We seek now to pitch our white tent, 

As throughout this encircling chain 

Of mountains and forest we went, 

Our freedom with naught to cestrain! 

Long ropes are now quickly pulled out 

Camp furniture soon is in place; 

The beauty which jirds us about 

Makes joyous each heart and each face! 

Yon black forest shadow defines 

A tumultuous torrent’s wild flow 

Towards the great Liddar, whow lines 

OF white foam tos madly below, yom 
From "Camp in the Liddar Valloy" in Mre 


Percy Brown's Chenar Leaves, 


Kashmir has long been recognised as an ideal country 
for camping and trekking, and consequently in July 
and August, when Stats Bees nccantcaee wart), 4, 
most people get away from it, either to temporary quar- 
| cop onealos) or clse to Pahalgam in the Liddar valley, 
or to Sanamarg or Nagmarg—to enjoy the delights of 
camping, and to avoid the discomforts incidental to 
summer residence in the main valley. 

Should the wanderluse be in your blood, you may 
take the road—a road in name but mostly a mere pony 
track—over grassy margs, and along the sides of the 
rushing Sind waters, over old moraines, and long snow- 
slides in the shadows of immense limestone porges cano- 

med with great fir trees, It is a beautiful expedition: 
The first stage is accomplished by boat, or car, [© 4 


{ za j 


Gandarbal, where the Sind river flows down into the 
Jhelum. ‘Here may be seen the caravans from and to 
Central Asia laden with tea and silks from China, and 
felts from. Yarkand or Kashgar, or outward bound with 


you may camp, and may climb up over the Zoyi La 
pass (11,500 feet), and from the top of it look on the 
superb picturesqueness of the Sind valley, 


i 


Again, Pabalgam, in the Liddar Valley, lies 62 miles 
from Stinagar, and is reached by car, or by private 
motor bus—which will transport all baggage, servants, 
tents, and other camp equipmnt for a modest charge. 
Here, at an altitude, of 7,000 feet, many people pitch 
camp, and remain for two or three months, exploring 
the surrounding hills, passes and valleys, with ever- 
increasing delight, Six miles further up the LiddaP 
valley is Aro, encircled by snow-capped peaks, and ten 
miles further lies another camping ground at Lidarwat. 

| From this point a trip may be made to the famous: 
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Kolahoi, probably the easiest-reached glacier in the 


world, which lies at the foor of the great Kolahoi pea 


ce © 





the highest mountain in Kashmir, rising to a 
17,800 feet. Nearby are several glacier lakes of the 


most wonderful emerald hues, ser in little walleye thick — 


with flowers. The adventurous may climb the glavier, 
and attempt to reach the summit of Mount Kolahoi 
itself. The total distance from Pahalgam, where motors 
are to be left, ro the Kolahoi glaciers, is 24 miles. 
Thus of the unique selection of trekking and catnp- 
ing: taps, lasting from a week to two montha, which 


Kashmir offers, the most popular (among the shorter ~ 


trips) are the one from Srinagar up the Sind valley to 
Sonamarg, and from Anantnag (or Islamabad) up the 
Liddar valley. Both can be combined by crossing over 
from Sind to the Liddar valley, or vice versa. ‘The cross- 
ing is practicable by several routes. The one from 
‘Sirbal (in the upper Sind valley) to Lidarwat includes 
a couple of hours of rather stiff, though not really dith- 
cult, climbing on snow up to 14,500 feet, where you 
find yourself right among grand mountain scenery, with 
the Kolahoi peaks dominating the panorama. The 
whole combined tour, with Srinagar as starting and 
terminal point, takes only about a fortnight, and is 
“probably the most interesting trip that can be done in 
auch a short time. From Sonamarg. there is an-alterna- 
tive route westward to the Gangahal lake, 12,000 feet 
high, at the base of the sacred Harmukh mountain, 
from where a direct route leads down to the lower Sind 


. Thus some of the finest scenery in Kashmir is to be 
found in the Sind valley, which leads up to the centre 
of the great snowy range of mountain thar separates 


Kashmir from Ladakh, Ik is 4 valley enclosed by lofty i 


- 
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forest covered hills, broken by cliffs ind crowned with 
snow peaks. The road to this valley leads through 
glades, shaded by trees of rich and varied foliage, with 
numerous wild flowers, and a growth of silver fir, syca- 
more and birch-bark delicately scenting the air. At che 
farther end of the valley is situated the famous sanito- 
rium of Sonamarg, a beautiful camping ground, and 
well known asa glacier valley, 


iit 
Gandarbal is the popular anchorage for ane ty 
and also for those setting out on treks up the Sin 


valley. From Gandarbal one ‘can return to $ 
by a different road, leading past the weed-covered Karke; 
Lake, and through wveral large villages, until it passes 
below tie old Moghal fort of Hari Parbat and joins the 
Naseem Bagh road near the Dal gate. Yet ‘another 
and longer drive is that round rai Woolar lake, o 
hundred miles in all. | 
One leaves Srinagar cma the Naseem Bagh road and 
g0es through to Ganda Here one begins to meet 
the picturesque Yarkandi and Tibetan traders, bring- 
ig pomy loads of rugs and white »umdahy down from 
thair wild ear ae omes to sell in the marker of Sri- 
nagar. Some use: yak-like animals instead of 
nies, Seven. miles oeey, 7 on, the road leads over a 
, bur steep, bare pass, and then to Manasabal, the 
loveliest lake in all Kashmir. Lf it is late sommer and 
the great great pink water lilics are in bloom, the gion id 
Of it is unbelievable, Manasabal leads across to 
lovely Sind valley, and thence to Erin Nullah, iis 
right up to the massive mountain, Haramukl 
~Manassbal the road goes throngh open count 
_and paddy fields, with here and there a group of 
17 
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groan nothing actually gives way, 

The Liddar valley extends for about 27 miles from 
tions to the higher mountains of the Himalayan range. 
The Kolahoi glacier, perhaps the most interesting place 
in Kashmir, 17,827 feet above the sea level, is situated 
at the head of Liddar valley. It is a good health resort 
to which tourists go to escape the heat of the plains. 
Pahalgam is the Livoecies hill-resort; and when the 
town-planning scheme is given effect to, it will rival 
the fame of Gulmarg. Once a village of shepherds, 
it is now full of pine forests arranged in twolor. three 
tiers on the hill plateau, where the visitors pitch heir 
cents and camp for weeks at a time. The beautiful 
Shesnag river winds in and around the town, and affords 
swimming, fishing picnicking and other pleasures. The 
place is suitable also for sports like hiking and riding. 
The greenish blue waters of the river is of special mteres 
to lovers of artistic surroundings, not to say anything 
of the bracing climate of this popular resort, Even 4 
short wy in such a place recuperates health very quick- 
ly, and brings freshness to tired cheeks. Pahalgam i 
itself has many attractions for visitors. Excursions from 
it to the famous Amar Nath cave can be undertaker 
in easy marches, through the Liddar valley, by a route 
offering a great variety of mountain scenery, camping 
places, interesting climbs, and walks over passes covert 
with perpetual sow, 
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IV 1 

The Lolab valley is another very beautiful and 
eatily accessible valley in Kashmir, With its park-like 
meadows full of walnut and apple trees, it has a fascina- 
tion of its own, It is also famous for the bese breed 
of fowl in Kashmir. It is a lietle over 60 miles from 
Srinagar, The trip can be accomplished in a car up 
to Sopor. Th Lola has a number of fairly-furnished 
forest bungalows, which, though primarily intended 
for the use of the officers of the department, are made 
ivailible for tourists, if permission be obtained before- 
hand from the head of the department, at Srinagar, 
which ‘obviates the necessity of carrying much camp- 
kit. ‘The return journey to Srinagar should be so 
planned as to include a day's halt at Nagmarg, a beautr- 
ful plateau overlooking the Woolar Lake. 


MOTOR ROUTES (OUTSIDE SRINAGAR) 


Kashmir has. many attractions for the motorist, 
There is, of course, first, the unique journey to the 
country itself—the long run of about two hundred 
miles from Jammu or Rawalpindi, to Srinagar, through 
some.of the most wonderful scenery in the world, But 
it is intended to deal here with hints on a few trips thas 
one.can take in Kashmir itself. For the most part, the 
tracts that are motorable are flat, though some of the 
roads take one well into the vallevs of the great ranges 
The long journey to Srinagar, v/¢ Rawalpindi, is com- 
pleted a ee thirty miles save aparericesh alone 
a perfectly flat country, through a splendid avenue 
poplars, which is Bibatly the Ieagest in the world, and 
a similar drive of the same length from Khanabal to 
Srinagar, by the Banihal route. For obvious reasons, 
Srinagar must be the headquarters of the Kashmir 
I 


The first trip is the one that skirts the famous Dal 
lake. ane of the most beautiful stretches of water in the 
world. It is true that it is a moch more popular tp 
to take the journey in one of the s/ikaras, but if the 
object is to visit the well-known gardens (which are 
associated with the names of the Moghal Emperors, and 
which are among the great attractions of Srinagat), 
the motor trip is by far the better arrangement. The 
road runs along the south side of the conical Takhe , 
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that overlooks Soe and after a short distance we 
begin to get views of che Dal lake. It then crosses the 
lowe sack of land that coins the Takht to the higher hills 
around the lake. On the lake shore, we pass the wine 
factory, below which is seen a fine grove of trees. On. 
the ri ca we note several fine country-houses, and also 
of those which the State places at the disposal 
of its guests. ‘The very picturesque village of Thid is 
nexe passed, and it is worth turning aside to see the 
striking building, known us the Pari Mahal. Tanks 
and summer houses can be wen here and there, while 
there are also evidences of fine vineyards that were once 
developed here ona large scale. There is a famous. 
garden near this point, known as the Chashma Shahi, 
ha Sool ai of tg im cool water bub- 
ing out of 2 E; gh it does not compare in 
beauty with Bose wich are the object of the trip. We 
have come about four miles, all the time getting enchant- 
ing views of mountain and. lake scenery. | 
Nurse Bagh is reached after another two miles’ 
cides if the crip falls-on the day when the fountains 
re playing, one will not be disappointed in this beauti- 
full Moghel garden. Just walk through them revelling 
inthe beauties of the tastefally-arranged flower beds, 
and admiring the water scheme, whereby the old en- 
gineers of the Moghal period gave just that cool. atmos- 
phere, that is so muuch desired in the hot days, even in 
Kashmir. Nishat Bagh is a truly wonderful garden, 
and it is. difficult to tear oneself away from its be-flowered 
terraces, But turn now to the next len, the Shalamar, 
some two miles distant, -The continues near the 
lake and, specially in. the evening, vi effects across the 
Water are most striking. Who can forget the happy 
_ Atrangement, or the historic associations, of gardens, 





( 262 ) 


situated-as they are at the foot of picturesque towering 
hills? ‘The road ends at Harwan, where is situated the 
highly picturesque reservoir, the source of the water- 
supply of Srinagar. . 
i 

A second motor run from Srinagar will take you 
into quite a different rype of scenery—along several 
_places of eastern Kashmir, including the Achhbal gar- 
dens, second only to those round the Dal lake, for 
interest and beauty. Passing the temple of Pandrathan, 
the only remnant of ancient Srinagar, and well worth 
stopping at to se¢ it, at about five miles from Srinagar, 
you come to a village called Panta Chhok, and if you 
are making the journey in October, the fields ‘on either 
side of the road, will be found covered with saifron 
flowers, a very pretty sight. Travelling along the road, 
you are in constant sight of the river, which is crossed 
several times. Here, again, ‘we find the dominant fea- 
ture of Kashmir roads, the tall, upright, silvery, poplars 
which help to make move effective avenues. Ihe first 
place af real importance is reached when we come (0 — 
Avantipur, where are some of the ruins of old temples. 

It is at once clear, as we walk over to the ruins, 
now carefully excavated and preserved by the State, 
thar these temples are quite worth a visit. Anantmag 
(or Islamabad) is next reached. Near it, ar Bawan— 
where a famous chenar grove makes a capital ge 2 
eround—you should see the fish pond where the sacr 
fish are reared and carefully preserved by the temple 

horities, the water being black with thousands of 





© ‘them. The Bawan chenar grove, and its fish pond, are 
femous throughout Kashmir. A run from Anantnag of 
seven miles brings us to the gardens of Achhbal; When | 
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the fountains are playing, they are most effective and, in 
certain seasons, there is a lavish display of flowera Then 
there are few more beautifully-siruated temples in the 
Fast than the one at Martand, which is reached after 
a short run from Anantnag. It is difficulr to imagme 
anything more romantic than this old ruin, situated 
in full view of the great snow-topped mountains. 
Though in ruins, it is highly impressive. Tf Kashmir 
contained only this one temple, it would be worth- 
while for the lover of ancient monuments to make a 
journey to see it, for it is a veritable gem of architecture. 


MOTOR TRIP TO PAHALGAM: THE FAVOURITE 
SUMMER RESORT 


Pahalgam, accesible from Srinagar by motor, ts 4 
favourite resort of both Europeans and Indians—part- 
cularly of the latter. The reason is that though Kash- 
mir is ful) of beautiful old-world gardens, picturesque 
mares, green valleys with their foregrounds of flower, 
and back-grounds of snowy mountains, yet {© a man 
on a holiday, it is a problem how and where to pass it 
in the happy valley. Now from the point of view of 
grand mountain scenery, facilities of transport, arrange- 
ments for camping or housing accommodation, scope for 

sorts (particularly fishing snow-trout), bracing climate, 
Prlooatee springs, sketching in the lovely neighbour- 
hood—there is nothing like Pahalgam, a beauty spot 
in the Liddar valley, justly beloved of artists, and lazers, 
though it does not possess the modern amenities of 
Gulmarg, to say nothing of Srinagar. 

The nearest route to Pahalgam is via che Jammu- 
Banihal route, 60 miles north-east of Srinagar, Except 
for some smal) hotels (European and Indian), a few 
shops, and a post and telegraph office, ir is all cene life 
here. Mountaincering—perhaps the healthiest sport— 
ig available here in plenty, The Aru and the Sishnag 
hill-torrents, which meet at Pahalgam and form into 
a river-stream, are full of trour, and provide wonderful 
for artists. The surrounding valleys and pla- 
teau afford good scope for long walks and picnica; the 
river with its icy cold water has several good bathing ri 
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places; the Kolahai glaciers are only a few miles from 
ilgam, while Biesaran, with the stiff two-mile climb 
through thick pine forests, ferns and moss, is # strenuous, 
walk, and gives one a keen appetite. The rainfall— 
though sometimes unusually hervy—ts generally 
moderate enough for comfortable residence in tents. 
The hotel (for Indians) has two dozen rooms with 
separate baths, the charge being from Rs. 2-8-0) to 
Rs. 4 per day, Separate kitchen is provided, if one 
wishes to do one’s own cooking, but the hotel provides 
reasonably good food at moderate charges. The Euro- 
pean hotel also is well conducted on reasonable terms. 
Tents, equipped with furniture, and with chboldaries 
(ta serve as kitchen) can be had at reasonable rates ©... 
a tent, large enough to accommodate four people, can 
be hid for Rs, 1$ to Rs. 20 a fortnight. One can select 
a site according to one's taste, at a charge of Rs. 2 for 
a fortnight, to be paid to the State. During the season, 
over a thousand tents are pitched ac Pahalgam, which 
louks like a huge camp, Food provisions are available 
sr the local shops, and milk, eggs, chicken and fish, 
are easily available, Fresh vegetables and fruits are 
received there almost daily from Srinagar, while im- 
ported stores also can be had from the local grocers. 
Aig on the whole, is reasonably cheap. But cookmg 
snsils should be taken, and it is advisable and econo- 
mical to take one’s own servants, also water-proofs, of 


other cpecrestes dgainst rain. | | | 
I ig a regular service of lorries during the 


sedson, carrying visitors co Pahalgam. The journey 
takes two days from Jammu. To come via the Jhelum 
valley route, one has to reach Pahalgam from Srinagar, 
from where there is a service to Anantnag, and from 
there to Pahaleam. But one can get direct (by lorry 
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or car service) to Pahalgam from Jammu. There is 
a chain of petrol pumps on sige ivr cncat ends pease 
venience of motorists, Prom cea ey lorries run to 
tothe ‘Acktubal pardon, dod oe the V the 
to Ac ns, and to the Verinag spring, 
source of the tho One can also“obtain tents at 
Achhbal, and share is a small but good camping ground, 
Anantnag i is the centre of business and of cuales \* 
broidery works, and is, next to Srinagar, the most im- 
portanr town in the valley. Afrer. a sufficient stay at 
pases am, one — move down for a stay at the 
hhbal gardens, and viat the famous Martand temple 
et other interesting x placed in the neighbourhood, by 
cars or tongas—the latter being available in. the season. 


GULMARG: THE HILL STATION OF KASHMIR 


Ol for the wind in the pine-wood tnees 
©! for the flowery scented breeze 
In far Gulmarg! In far Gulmarg! 
O! for the babbling brook’s clear flow, 
Dancing from Killan’s heights below, 
C! for the cold and gleaming snow 
Which Apharwat doth proudly show, 
From "Memories of Gulmarg” in Mrs. Percy 
Brown's Coenar Lrawet. 


Gulmarg—literally " the meadow of roses" —loftily 
perched on the Pir-Panjal, at an altitude of 8,700 feet, 
atid at a distance of about 29 miles to the west of 5ri- 
nagar, is long since established as the summer capita 
of Kashmir. It is, in every respect, a fashionable hill- 
station, like so many others in the Himalayas, and is 
also regarded the: pollen’ radise—as it possesses splen- 
did golf courses: It is ied from Tangmarg—at the 
end of the 24 miles motor road from Srinagar—by. 
ascending five miles up a winding path, either on little 
hill-ponies, or in dandies. “The journey, from Srinagar 
is |i to take about two hours. When going up 
from Tangmarg, the luggage should be divided into 
small packages, to enable the pony to struggle fairly 
comfortably up the steep climb. Pt. 

; Gulmurg can be reached from various pl and by 
different routes, but the two most popular are those 
from Stinagar—mentioned above—and Be 
, both of them are by good motorable roads, From 
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poplar avenue up to Narbal, the junction of Gulmarg 
‘Road, nine miles on this side of Srinagar. Ie gradually 
es the ate Tangmarg is reached, where hundred 
of coolies, pack ponies, riding ponies and dandics await 
the visitors, for an eazy lim ot ae miles to Gul- 
marg—winding gracefully through pine forests to a 
beautiful este of flower-covered meadow, which 
you reach of an afternoon while the last rays of the 
“tting sun, shining through an opening in scarlet clouds 
with a golden fringe, present a never-to-be-forgotren 
spectacle, The plateau of Gulmarg is surrounded by 
the famous seven-miles outer circular road, which runs 
through lovely pine forests, and affords a magnificent 
view of the valley and the Woolar Lake, including the 
glorious view of the Harmukh, and the well-known 
peak of Nanga Parbat. 

Av Gulmarg one can stay: comfortably either at 
Nedou's hotel,—during the season, that is, from June 
eB. aerated take a furnished hut, through the 

ivisional Engineer, Srinagar, or same Srinagar agency, 
or by direct communication with the owned. o!ihe hut , 
belong to private owners and are often charming, but 
the rents are now high, as much as Rs. $00 for thie 
season (May to September) for quite a tiny one, and 
Rs 1,000 to Re, 2,000 for the larger ones—the rent 
varying according to the size of the hur, and the 
standard of its equipment, Servants should be taken 
as they are not casily obtained there, bur the local affice 
of the Visitor's Bureay can supply them, of a sort, at 
a-pinch, Firewood can be had for nothing, as ‘one’s 
servants fetch it out of the surrounding forests. Food 
and. stores cost more than at Srinagar, since they have 
to be carried up there. Some of the Srinagar banks, ry 
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firms, and shops open branch offices up at Gulmarg 
during the season. All modern cartGee and conve- 
niences, including electric lighting, water-pipes, excellent 
shops, and Post and Telegraph offices, are found at 
Gulmarg during the season. Nedou's hotel provides 
good food and accommodation at reasonable rates, The 
two best houses are those of His Highness, and the 
British Resident—both built in prominent position. 
Thus, even a few day's stay at Gulmarg is regarded as 
absolutely essential for a visitor to Kashmir. 

But life at Gulmarg is apt to be wearisome and 
monotongus unless one is interested in some sport— 
particularly tennis and golf in summer, or ski-ing in 
winter (it being the headquarters of the Ski-ing Club 
of India), for information abour which one should 
refer to the old-established Srinagar firm of Pestonjee, 
the agents of the Club. Lovers of golf will find two 
really fine 18-hole courses. Tennis, the talkies, the 
theatrical performances organised by the Gulinarg 
Amateur Dramatic Society, the up-to-date library at 
the Station Club, and numerous attractive walks : 
rides, furnish plenty of diversion. Winter too, though 
severe, brings in hundreds of members of the Ski Club. 
of India, who come at Christmas, and also in March. 
The trees also, ac Gulmarg, are well spaced and close 
enough to afford skilful wood running. For the rest, 
one has constantly before one the glorious spectacle of 
the snow-capped peaks of the Nanga Parbat, which are 
clearly visible, and provide the crowning glory and 
finishing touch of natural beauty to Gulmarg. More 
than a hundred miles away, the magnificent Nanga 
Parbar—literally “the naked peak’’—rises thousands 


in 
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uel speglivasdhreltial = deen tema ere Ce 
Standing majestically, like a lone sentinel mounting 
guard on Gulmarg, it is truly an awe-inspiring sight, 
the view of which, if once seen, can never be forgotten. 
Even in June snow-capped hills overhang the green- 


turfed meadow, and on a sunny day the view across 
the vale of Kashmir to Nanga I Parbat is distinctly im- 
pressive. 


OUTINGS FROM GULMARG 


Khillenmarg, at an altitude of abour 10,000 feet, 
pertuye the place for picnic, It is only three miles from 
, and one can enjoy the ri through tall fr 
trees with graceful ivy clinging to them. ‘The forese 
on the left, enclosed by a wooden fence, abounds in 
beautiful flowers and ferns, but, being in the catchment 
area of the Gulmarg, water supply, it is strictly closed 
toall, Ac Khillenmarg one ids a vast meadow covered 
with bright butter-cups, white, and blue anemones, 
varieties of primulas, sweet-scented columbme, and 
hundreds of other lovely flowers. Flocks of sheep, and 
herds of cattle, aie peacefully, and nearby is a spring, 
and a hut erec the Ski Club ef India, From here 
one obtains a arts view of the whole valley, and dis- 
tant snow-covered mountains, and here tl I tote in the 
spring ski-ing and tobogganing are available. Further 
up is the steep ascent of Apharwat, which enfolds several 
high and beautiful lakes, the most popular being Alpa- 
thri, 13,000 feet, which is.also the easiest to reach, In 
the | ascent one passes through stunted silver birch and 
beautiful rhododendrons, and can pick up some of re 
‘most varied and beautiful flowers of Kashmit 
afternoon trip can be arranged to Ferozpur Nallah, 
beloved of anglers. Up above the Nallah is an ava- 
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Janche, and the Nallah irself, gushing out furiously from 
undermeath, is a wonderful sight. 

_ Numerous competitions are held, at Gulmarg, 
throughout the season, including the amateur champion- 
ship for men and women. From the begmaing of June 
to the end of September Gulmarg is crowded; and dances, 
theatricals, gymkhanas, and other amusements follow 
each other in bewildering numbers. In brief, Gulmarg 
it a charming place where there is sport, varied and 
excellent, splendid scenery for the artist and layman, 
mountains for the climber, beautiful flowers for the 
botanist, and a vast unexplored field for the geologist; 
while to the lonely bachelor from the out-posts it means 
society, dancing, picnics, and a good time all around, 

Great Baba Rishi! Venerated Pit! 

Thy name Kashmiris deeply still revere: 

From Gulmarg down the winding forest road 

Each Friday pilgrims wend to thine abode, 

Fair peaceful spot! Which brings uplifted thought 

To those who have in truth their God here sought, 
From “The Baba Rishi Ziarat™ (Near Gulmarg) an 

Mrs. Percy Brown's Chenar Leaves. 


Tur Sx1 Ciuns oF [npia—AT GULMARG 


The plateau of Gulmarg is, in winter, the happy 
play-ground of the Ski Club of India, when mem 
turn up in full strength, during the Christmas holidays. 
The Club possesses its own hut at Khillanmarg, where 
there are sleeping and messing arrangements, and 4 
smaller one at Apharwat. For bolder spirits there is 

ski-jumping, and ski-joring for those who prefer bein; 
Pi in tow. No ski-er, or phase — shoul 
fail to experience a Christmas ski-ing at Gulmarg; or 
, if Chirstmas cannot be managed, there is the spring 
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ski-ing, in the early part of March, when snow condi- 
tions are equally good. The Ski Club of India is now 
provided with adequate headquarters ac Gulmarg. A 
fascinating feature of Gulmarg is the wood-running, 
as the trees here are well spaced, yet close enough to 
call for skilful running. 


Crus AMENTTTIES 


The Club hut on Apharwat is now a very suly- 
stantial affair, with verandahs, living-rooms and. sleep- 
ing quarters for ladies and gentlemen, From the hut 
there isa magnificent view over the whole vale of 
Kashmir, with Nanga Parbat, 90 miles away, towering 
majestically, Behind the hut rises the massif of Aphar- 
wat (14,000 feet). Thus, to a point called X’mas Col 
(13,000 feet) is frequently climbed on ski, but as a rule : 
one docs not go more than a third of the Way tp, to 
what have been christened the Lillywhite and the Lone 
Tree Slopes. From these points there are various runs 
down to the hotel, around which are nursery slopes of 
sit Oi of gradient, whilst the polo ground is an 
excellent terrain for ski-joring with hill panies. The , 
first Chri s meeting of the Ski Club of India wus 
held in 1927. Since an the ski enthusiases from. all 
parts of India, annually gather at Nedou's hotel, 
Gulmarg, for Varying periods, The meeting only laste 
from about ten days toa fortnight, Mess, Nedou open 
up their hotel, at Gulmarg, especially for the meeting. 
Every room in the hotel is heared with Canadian pattern 
stoves. Wireless, gramophones, and a.piano make 3 
pleasant evening asa matter of course, ‘The common 
rooms also are kept beautifully warm, Bur a good 
thick over-coat is very comforting in the evening, when 
going from one's room to the common room, and back 4 
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again at night, Postal and telegraphic communications 
are also especially opened by the authorities concerned. 
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THE OPEN ROAD IN KASHMIR: A WALK- 
ING TOUR 
Tn a land of clear colours: and srorics, 
in a region of shadowless hours; 
earth has a garment of glorics, 
And a murmur.of music and flowers; 
There—afoot and light-hearted, 
I take to the open road, 
Away from the clank of the world, 
Away from the shams o' my fold. 
Walt W hitmen. 
But enough of the modern amenities of the capitals 
of Kashmir—and now the open road, Careful to carry 
nothing superfluous, you hire (from one of the pape 
four ponies, each at a rupee a day, a double-fly tent, 
and engage a cook, and a bearer who would also act as 
bhhisti, Some stores you take, but farm produce is ob- 
tainable everywhere. The first five days you tramp 
(67 miles) to Pahalgam, vie Achhbal. Postible eamp- 
‘ing grounds are numerous: now a village preen among 
Willows and walnuts, now a grove of chenarr magni- 
ficencly st. From Srinagar to Bijbehara is a couple of 
stages of about fifteen miles each. You fecl trans- 
planted to another world as, under a warm and yet not 
jpoo forceful pa you wend your way along the very 
beautiful road, now open and now flanked with poplars, 
sing villages with picturesque thatched houses, nest 
nb Smong trees. Thence you go to Achhbal, some 
fen miles, to visit the Mo den there—the one 
jn which the fountains function régularly, 
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The a ish So seep 4 broad grassy way vo 
which was buile in the fifth century, and the colonnades 
of which are the work of the seventh century, and are 
suidsby some scholars to suggest Greek influence. In 
all, there are eighty-four columns, and the building 
posseses a choir, a sanctuary, and a nave. The sculp- 
tute, however, is obviously uninfluenced by Greek art 
You then visit Bawan ncar by, a magnifiechr Camipings 
ground at the foot of the cliffs, and amidst the groves 
of Whose trees are tanks of clear, flowing water, abound- 
ing with fish. Onwards to Auhmakam, the true en— 
trance ete Ege ar Valley, an letes ee stage, There: 
Ma cehghttul camping ground here, above the village, 
@ hundred-acre ise amid very mp r asf 
@ Stream on one side, backed ‘by a lofty hill haying on 
it & picturesque siuraé, pectee balcony of which a 
grand view of the valley is obtained, Pye 

From here onwirds to Pahalgam it is a dozen miles. 
You gradually ascend to over 7,000, feet and, leaving the 
deen roatl of, the vale, enter the district of che fir, the 
havel and the beech, and. reach Pahalgam, the starting 
point for Kolahoj.and Amarnath. Leaving Pahalgamy 
ew the Liddar river except, when owing to the 

nks having slipped away, you have. switch-back rises 
and falls. Cliffs tower above, and you soon reach Aru, a 
half-way stop, large enough to encamp. comfortably. 
‘You traverse another seven miles, the views growing 
wilder and grander, till you reach another large camp- 
ing gtound at Lidarwat. At the height of 10,000 feet, 
with the river roaring below, as it bears away the ice- 
cold waters of the Kolahoi, and beside hundred-feet 
cedars, inters with plane and ailver birch, you 


view: splendid spectacles and glorious scenes, and feel 
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happier with the world than when sitting in a house- 
boat, at Srinagar, or in any hotel on some hill-top. 
Back to Pahalgam, you may go up the pilgrim route to 
Amarnath; here again are beauty spots, the pretty. lake 
of Sonanag, overhung with glaciers; Shishanag, a ier 
sheet of water of an emerald-green colour an bright 
days; then Amarnath, from whence you may .cros to 
the Sindh valley to Baltal, at the foot of the Zopla Bee 
over which is the only practicable way to Leh, 
capital of Ladakh, or return to Srinagar over the “tr 
mur pass. 


Il 
SONAMARG AND BEYOND 


You may attack the hills again, from srinnnae, oy 
the Sindh valley, journeying to Sonamar; fifey \ 
miles, divided into four stages. The first, as ing tiene 
Gandarbal, is better accomplished by boat, because by 
lind six miles of it fics through the suburbs of Srinagar. 
and much of the rest skirts the low-lying reed-c 
Anchar lake. it is better, however, if one goes by road 
to cimp at Nunner, fifteen miles from the capital, The © 
motor route is by a fair-weather road, and extends three 
miles further, as far as Woyil bridiee. As a day's halt 
at Gandarbal, the starting place, costs fifteen day’ 
“camp-fee", and fora week at Sonamarg, even in that 
wild Himalayan meadow amid the aciers, another 4, 
fifteen days’ hatin ee” (although there ate no roads, 

ervancy, or other possible excuses for the charge) 
and also on return, for one night's rest at Gandarbal, 
atiother fifteen days’ “camp-fee", the only way to cit~ 
cumvent these petty annoyances is a non-stop mai 
to Kangan, from Srinagar, and thence to Sonate y 
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“After Gandarbal the scenery improves and there 
is more shade, and Haramukh presents a fine appearance 
The stage to Kangan is one of twelve miles, and the 
next to Gund of thirteen. The views are beautiful: 
now picturesque winding lanes, now charming park- 
like country, Onwards to Sonamarg, when Gagangair 
is reached, the valley narrows considerably, and iy over- 
hung with awe-inspiring precipices, till Sonamarg appears 
with its lovely femora connate bordered on every 
side with trees and right above huge glaciers, Near 
peace are precipices 3,000 Sie wis Above re 
gorge the valley opens, and lovely meadows fringed 
forest catch the eye, This is Sonamarg, which ke 
an altitude of over 8,500 feet, and than which a more 
delightful spor ic would be difficult to find. A pleasant 
walk is that up the valley of glaciers, bur falling rocks 
should be guarded against, and some knowintek of 
mountaineering is necessary for the bigger climbs. 
Snow trout can be caught here, in the main river, in 
abundance. As well depicted by Mrs, Percy Brown 
inher Chenar Lewiys:— 


Far away ix a meadow of pold, 

In the heare of the mountains i¢ lies— 
Mlighty guardians! They decply enfold 
And emboion their fair golden privé: 

Do ye seek thar bright meadow of gold 
Ye who. travel slong this hard way? 
Hidden high is yon meadow of gold, 
Nertled near to the whire, glistening mow; 
For behold! "Tis God's meadow of gold, 
Where His Love, golden flowers declare. 


, Nine miles beyond is Baltal, situated ar the foor 
of the Zojila pass. From Wangat—on the return 
\ 
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journcy—you may wend your way to the Manasibal 
lake, which in many ways is the march par éxcellence, 
though a long one of nineteen miles. First there are 
lofty crags, well wooded with views of the snow-tipped 
hillse also glades of hazel, below the Wangat stream. 
Where the galas from Sonamarg and Wangat meet, the | 
clear water of the side streams mingles with the whitish 
water of the Sindh, full of glacier water and impregnated 
with chalk, oe off towards Manasabal, you find 
alge es among the groves of chenars again. 
rge plain bordered by vineyards, and at 
the eee ere, eral rise you find ourself suddenly on Manasa- 
bal—a beautiful sheet of water, in which in summer 
the lotus is found abundantly. Had ee lake been in 
Traly, there would have been on its banks, hotels and 
Be ca ier cabias and beeen garde 
have been exploited for a restaurant, and the bastions \ 
now in semi-decay, would have been repaired. Hig High 
above the Iake you may camp, content with this climax 
to your very long tramp. Next day you leave for 
Srinagar, and complete the journcy, by car, there bein 
now a fair-weather road right upto the camping grown 
at the top of the lake. ‘ 





THE MOUNTAIN LAKES OF KASHMIR 
Lage GANGABAL 


Every year in August many pilgrims, from all 
parts of India, make the difhcule journey to lake Gio 
tance of about 40 miles—is full of interest and offers 
a great variety of scenery. The first stage from Sri- 
nagar to Woyil bridge, the only permanent structure 
over the Sindh river, a distance of sixteen miles, can be 
performed by motor car or by boat. ‘The first is, of 
Course, the quicker means, but the journey by boat 
through the picturesque waterways and lakes, especially 
in August, when the lakes are carpeted with beauti- 
ful lotus flowers, is mast enjoyable. | 

From Woyil bridge the journey must be made on 
foot or on panies, and with pack ponies or coolies, For 
the first five miles the track follows the winding course 
of the Sindh river, and the country, though stony, soon 
becomes highly picturesque with the rushing river and 
the grand views of the surrounding pine-clad hills. At 
Kangan the route lies along the Wangat stream, up a 
narrow fertile valley for nine miles to Nara Nag, where» 
penpicss be pitched in a lovely, shady, grove close by 
the beautiful, old, ruins of the temples, which date from 

the tenth century and, thanks to the efforts of Sir Aurel 
Stein, the eminent archaeologist, have been cleared of 
forest growth, The temples were probably erected at 
different times by returning pilgrims as votive offer- 
y ings, after the successful accomplishment of the difficult 
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ascent to the sacred lakes. Although now in rina, they 
are well worth a visit and, situated as they are on an 
eminence at the mouth ee a gorge, with oe ea LH 
rising steeply behind, and a raging torrent below, Torm 
a picture jifficuls to bear, even in this land of romantic 
scene ry - 

Lake Nac Bat 


Clow by isthe sacred spring of Nag Bal, from which 
flows a stream of ‘clear, sparkling water, and oy it ‘the 
foot-path up the precipitous mountain side leads to 
Tronkal—a ris: of over 4,000 feec im less than four 
miles, From here one traverses a rough road until 
suddenly the great mass of Haramukh bursts into view. 
Topping a further rise, the Gangabal lake lies spread 
at one’s feet, This exquisite turquoise coloured sheet \ 
of water is about three miles in length, and nestles at 
the foot of Haramukh, with its glistening glaciers reach- 
ing almost to the water's edge. The lake is fed by 
motintain streams, and its kaleidoscopic changes of 
colour—changing from the brightest blue at mid-day, 
through various tones of green, to a dark purple in the , 
‘evening—is a sight never to be forgotten, if seen but ~ 

"Tis bere! In God's great spaces 
We feel Him very near, 

"Tis here!’ His love embraces | 
And holds us closely. , . 
From "View Across the Valley of Kashmir" in 

Mes, Percy Brown's’ Gorsar Leaves, 


THe Konsa Nac Lake 


_ Konsa Nag, the largest mountain lake, in Kashmir, 
is OC quite so fine an expanse of water as Gangabal, » 


y 
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nor is it overhung by such superb glaciers. Dur ir ty 
remarkable for its holiness as a place of pilgrimage, and 
the scenery wat much praised by the traveller, Vigne, 
who visited Konsa Nag as carly a5 1853. It is situated 
on the Pir Panjal mountain, about 13,000 feet above 
the sea level, and isover two mileslong. It 1s surrounded 
by some of che most picturesque of Himalayan peaks, 
and three of them, over 15,500 feer high, tower over 
this lake. You approach it from Srinagar, marching, 
south to Ramu over high plateaus or harewibs,—which, 
however, formed, are exceedingly ugly,—and it ts plea- 
sant to drop from them to the pretty village of Ramu, 
where your camp may be pitched in an orchard. From 
Ramu to Shupion, you travel by the old Moghal road 
leading to the Pir Panjal pass. 

A few miles beyond Shupion you enter the foot- 
hills. If you overlook the left bank of the Veshu river, 
you will see ic (just below the village, Sedau) leap 
aver a ledge into a basin forty feet below. Here, the 
Achhbal fall—as it is popularly known—are very mm- 
posing, especially when there is a plency of water in the 
river. High precipices rise above it, and the valley of 
the Veshu, which river you have again joined, is bleak 
in the extreme. The. bridges are generally broken 
down, and the stream is often quite unfordable. but by 
keeping up the left bank you manage to reach you ob- 
jective—the Konsa Nag lake. | : 
veo your camp at Mahi Nag are three small 
lakes, which gtve forth a large volume of water, Yet 
another stream, nearly equal in volume to the Veshu 
itself, joins in, a mile higher up, gushing our from the 
mountains. The Veshu, too, which has its origin’ In 
Konsa Nag, does not flow from it, but comes our through: 
three underground tunnels in the face of the lake's 
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barrier, and half with soppy turf, The Veshu, issuing 
from its tunnels, spreads itself in deep pools, and many 
shallow channels over chis plain, before again collecting 
to nish down the. glen. 

Konsa Nag is a fine expanse of light green water. 


Every few moment it changes its colour with such vary- 


‘ing light, ranging from deep blue to the richest cur- 
quoi. On rising and setting the sun changes the hue 
of the surrounding mountain tops; their marble-white 
cheeks grow pink and rosy, as 1 red lips of the sun 
kiss them; sometimes they look like golden mantle and 
silver copula. High gaunt mountains shur in the lake, 
on all sides, rising steeply from the water's edge. The 
lake is a mile and a half 1g, and half a mile wide, and 
it has an ¢levation, above sea level, of 12,800 feer. At 
the further end, the lake has another exit, so that its 
waters flow down both sides of che Pir Panjal range, 
and feed both the Jhelum and the Chenab rivers. You 
climb On, On Gur way back, to the ‘mare of Kangwatan 
—2 truly beautiful stretch of turf upland worthy to 
become a second Gulmarg, ts open turf lies amidst 
pine forests overhung by the magnificent triple jagged 
peaks of Konsa Nag. You follow the hills castwards 


wt about six miles to-Chirumbal, passing through forest 


one to pitch one’s camp on them. You camp at 
Chirumbal, and climb the ridge to the south, pee 
runs the path to Mazgam, in the main valley of Kash- 
mir, From the top there isa fine view of the Pir 
Panjal, extending from the Gulab Garh pass, and 
westwards to the uplands of Tosh Maidan, in the direc- 
tion of Gulmarg. 

From Hanjipore you walk t Kulgam and thenct 
on to Kaimu. Kulgam is a big village and the head- 


glades and over many grassy clearings, which tempt 


= 


‘’ 
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you seta vee te 
tw. 


een its willow- 





A TREK TO THE KOLAHOI GLACIER 


Some people who go to Kashmir would like ro rrek l 
for a few days up one of the valleys but they are often 
frightened of the expense, of the troublesome ‘bandobast’ 
(arrangements) necessary, and they also find ir difficult 
to get reliable information. So the idea is given up for 
Srinagar and Gulmarg. The following account of a short 
trip up the western Liddar, ending up on the Kolahoi _ 
Glacier, through some of the most firveky scenery in 
Kashmir, may be, therefore, of interest to intending 
visitors. With bedding, a suit case each, « tiffin basket, 
and a servant, a party of three or four may start off in 
& motor car from Srinagar after an early breakfast, To ‘ 
Pahalgam, about sixty miles away, it is a charming drive " 
(which takes less than three hours) as the road is good 
all the way. For the first thirty miles you follow the 
main Banihal road passing through Bijbchara, then 
through the outskirts of Islamabad (Anestnaes where 
you turn sharp off to the Jeft up the Liddar Vall y road. \ 
Six miles from Pahalgam you stop (to take a phoro- 
graph perhaps) at the picturesque monastery of Fish- 
mukam, dish upon your right. | 

Pahalgam, which is over 7,000 feet up, is situated 
at the junction of the Eastern and Western Liddar andy 
here the valley widens into a “mare.” Hore you make 
week jes for the little European hotel, or the Indian 
hotel, according to your choice, Here you visit the 

mall bavaar to provide yourself with tents and furni- 
ture, crockery, lanterns and cooking pots. Everything 
one needs for a short trip can be got in Pahalgam, in- 
cluding stores, loaves of bread, chickens, and potatocs. Pi 


i. 
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Baggage coolies are engaged through the official con- 
tractor, and also riding ponies. Ir is to be-noted that 


for this icular tip coolies are more suitable for 
baggage than ponies, and are only a little more expensive, 


& 


Next morning you do about 9 miles to your first 
resting place, Aru. Along the mountain path to Aru 
—at times marching level with the river, and at times 
a couple of hundred feet above it—the mountains close 
in-on either side, while forests of spruce and pine, horse- 
chesnut and maple, clothe the slopes. A bend in the 
path, and Aru is seen lying a mile ahead, a rolling 
meadow of velvet green. Setting up the camp you rush 
down to the river again—this time to catch a few snow 
trours, if you can, for dinner. Next morning you 
march through thick pine woods, with the Liddar nearly 
a thousand feet below. Then marching into more 
open country, you come to a few Gujar shepherd's huts, 
at Lidarwat—a recognised camping ground. From 
your camp under majestic pine trees you cross the river 
over a swinging wooden bridge Boe a few feet in 
width, and nearly touching the seething water belaw— 
the ponies having to go over one by one with a man 
hanging firmly on to the tail, Having achieved the 
opposite bank, you do the next four miles very dowly, 
indeed, as, just to make it a bit more difficult, you have 
to cross seven littl mountain streams before coming to 
the level patch of ground which is to be your camping. 
site 





- Here the scenery is different from anything seen 
so far, the camp being st in a bare stony landscape, 
with rocky mountain rising precipitously all round, but 
lying in a deck chair at sunset you are treated-to a lovely: 
display of colour and cloud effect. Here the soft cumull 
are piled up like fairy columns, the exquisite colours of 
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flame and rose changing from minute to minute from 
one lovely shade to another until, with the last ray of the 
sun, the clouds suddenly become «ilver against aun indigo 
blue aky, with the mountains deep purple below. Nexe 
morning you st off early for the Kolahoi Glacier, taking — 
with you a well-equipped lunch basket. Within a mile 
you come to a waterfall where the Liddar shoots over . 
some huge rocks, and here the valley gives.a sharp bend 
to the right, which opens up a new yista with a big glacier 
at the far end. But it is net uncl you have gone an- 
other couple of miles that you catch your firs: glirams: 
of the mighty sugar loaf of Kolahoi, with the - 
gigantic siaclor coming right down its side, an awe- 

inspiring sight, five miles in length. You have to 

don your ponies now, for until you reach 3 
glicier it ix a scramble for'a mile over rocks and boulders. — 
Alpine spring flowers grow here in bunches in every * 
crevice, You pick up some clear white lumps of crystal 
on the way: and, on the glacier itself, collece perhaps’ 
so butterfly! In fact, really to appreciate and des 
cribe Kolahoi one would have to be an expert poole 
mincralogist, botanist, artist, and poet! If it bea 
ay for tography, VOU snap Out roll sfter roll 

Blaebidak: Before leaving you go down right to ve 
foot of the glacier from Rien the western Liddar 

comes rushing icy cold. Bending down you gave into 
the steel grey cave, and feel the frozen breath of the 
glacicr itself. 

Then you march back to Lidarwar, where your 
camp will Sarvs been erected and where you arrived 
tired and weary, but happy withal, at having seen a 
most wonderful sight. You march back just as deli 
fully as the march forward had been, and reach 
gam, ‘from where you drive to Srinagar. 


THE PILGRIMAGE TO AMARNATH 


Mid. lofty snows 2 mystic cavern. fics, 
And in ite holy precincts dwells a Dove, 
How many dream in India's sunny plams 
Of hoar Himalaya's distanc, blest retreat! 
At last “tis reached! The cave of Anvarnath! 
From Mrs, Percy Brown's "The Pilgnmage to 
Amarnath,” in her Chenar Leaves, 


Of the yarious Hindu pilgrimages, the one to the 
cave-temple at Amarnath, in Kashmir, is the most 
famous, probably because it is the most arduous. As. 
it is also regarded, for that reason, the most sacred of 
ilgrimages, it is very popular with orthodox Hindus. 
nilig being yarily ie land of religion, even moun- 

tain¢ering, one of the healthiest forms of sport, has 
put on a garh of piety and sanctity. The pilgrimage 
to Amarnath is an apt instance of this attitude, From 
time immemorial thousands and. thousands of pilgrims, 
from all parts of India, have visited annually the cele- 
brated temple at Amarnath, on the full moon day of 
the month of Sravan, and orthodox Hindus make it a 
| point to perform the arduous journey on foot, while 
the heterodox now motor to Pahalgam, sixty miles dis- 
tant from Srinagar, and travel higher up from~ there 
by means of dandit, ponies or palanquins. The Amar- 
nath cave, is about 3§ miles distant from Pahalgam, 
perched up at a height of about 13,000 feet, at the end 
of the Li valley. ‘The journey from Pabalzam to 
4 Amarnath, occupies by easy stages, about a week, and 
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lies through stiff climbs over rocks, across boulders, 
fording torrential streams, and amidst intense cold. 
One must not, therefore, embark upon the Amar- 
nath pilgrimage lightly, but should be provided with 
warm clothing, and other necessaries of health and com- 
fort. The pilgrimage takes place during the month 
of August, when only the path to the cave i open. 
From ct erage till June it is generally covered with 
snow, which makes the caye difficult of access, : 
‘so each year, in the month of August, a pilgrimage ts 
held on the day of rakbshe-bandben, which falls on the 


purnima (or full moon day) of the month of Sravex. ~ 


Amarnath, being thus very difficule to approach, there 
was a time, not long back, when people, who made the 
silgrimage, seldom expected to return home to their 
Lith and kin. But with the changed conditions im 
‘travel, very few of the pilgrims now die on the pilgrim- 
‘age. The journey from Srinagar to Pahalgam is per- 
formed comfortably in motors or lorries, and beyond 
that place, the Kashmir State now takes all possible 
precautionary measure, at the time of the pilgrimage 
to Amarnath, to prevent the occurrence of mishaps. 
Coolies are poited ghout the way, and a magistrate 
and other officials, including a doctor (with a moving 
dispensary), accompany the pilgrims, and render their 
journey safe and comfortable, as also arrange, so far 
as possible, for the supply of provisions, | 


I 


The march begins on a given date, in August, when 
thousands and thousands of Hindus, from hs hills and 


= 


‘ 


\ 


\ 


the plains of India, move in stages towards the barren 3, 


gorge among the cternal Himalayan snows, where, in a 
cave of stupendous dimensions, there ts situated 


= 
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icy shrine and, the emblem of, the god Shiva. They 
come by different routes over mountain passes into the 
vale of Kashmir, and assemble in force at Pahalgam, 
before they pass upwards beyond villages and habita- 
tions to a region where only shepherds and goatherds 
(with their flocks) are to be seen during the few weeks 
that the mantle of snow is withdrawn. Though a trip 
to this remote and inhospitable tract may mean nothing 
worse than a somewhat rougher camp life than at 
Pahalgam to those who travel with warm clothing, 
Watertight tents, and a sufhcient supply of coolies and 
pack panies, yet, to the vast majority of the pilgrims, 
it is wholly different, and a very serious matter. Large 
numbers of them are maked ascetics with matted hair 
and ash-covered bodies, to whom shelter means literally 
nothing more than a cheap umbrella, There are also 
female ascetics, with but little more clothing than the 
men. But there are also many others, evidently far 
less inured to hardship and exposure, who live under 
the frailesr of makeshift for tents; and the general idea 
conveyed by their mode of living is that the measure 
of merit acquired by the pilgrims corresponds with the 
ppavearsare hardship, privation, and suffering entailed 


Even under the downpour of rain from the skies, 
which descends Se geal the Amarnath pilgrim camp 
a out along the sides of swollen torrents, with its 
thousands upon thousands bivouacing under the canopy 
of heaven.. Umbrellas are held up, not so much to 
shelter their owners, as to prevent the fires being ex- 
tinguished, and the food being wetted. Men in saffran- 
Sag cei ope robes, drenched to ie pvc bin fe about 
or huddle together ygether in groups. Little coloured flags on 

poles rise over tattered tents, and faces of handsome 
: 19 
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women, evidently not belonging to the professionally 
ascetic type, peep out from under the tent-flaps. Old 
women sit on the branch of a’dead tree by the rushing 
waters, with an umbrella in one hand over ther head; 


while in the fork of the lifeless trunk they light a fire 


on which they try to cook their food. Here and there 
are tents of sleck-looking grain sellers: Soaked 

coolies in their thick woollen cloaks, mix with che 
thrang. And there is also to be seen a large comfort- 
able tent (or two) belonging to the Srate officials, sent 
to ate the progress of the pilgrims. Strange to 
say, there is a remarkable absence of dejection on the 
countenance of the-pilgrims, in spite of the depressing 
discomfort of their situation at the moment—very 
different from the nee on ae face when thoy 





went to A coeshiath th 
they endured, bur ideale Se Bie eee Ged Kee ni 
Stare) mortality has been practically checked, of oe. 
amones the pilgrims to Amarnath, and their hardships 





It 


As mentioned above the pi begin their march 
to Amarnath, from Pshalgam, es cig is a famous health- 
resort and beauty-spot in the Liddar walley. Many pas 
ee rene ate weeks, in camps pitched on the 
lovely green plain, set amidet the snowy mountain 
ranges. An icy-cold, crystal-clear, river rattles in the 

y below, which snow-clad mountains protect from 





x 


4 


‘* 
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strong, cold, winds. Green pine trees stand, all over 
the place, like stalwart sentinels mounting guard 
Pahalgam has thus an agreeable and a bracing climat: 
in July and August, when it is most visited. There is 
also is the season, a small but well-equipped bazaar, a 
post and telegraph office, and a hotel where good rooms 
and meals are available on moderate terms. Provisions 
for the journey to Amarnath have also to be bought 
and laid by, as there are no. markets beyond; while for 
those who cannot do the journey on foot, conveyance 
has to be obtained here. 

From Pahalgam (7,200 feet) to Chandanwar 
(9,500 feet) is about exght miles, the route passing on 
the Isp of mountains, the milk-white water of the 
Dudh Ganga river flowing parallel to it, and winding 
along the wooded banks of the roaring torrent to a 


- beautiful little plateau, bordered by forest, and oyer- 


shadowed by steep cliffs; Here, even in early August, 
the hil) torrents are covered by 2 bridge of frozen snow, 
prison for men, horses, and cattle to cross over, 
At Chandanwari the first day's march usually comes 
to an end, and here the Va tims halt before entering 
the second and the more | ficult part of their journey. 

A further ascent of 1,500 feet brings the traveller to. 
meadows that (in August) roll down under precipitous, 
rugged, crags, clothed with 2 glorious wealth of colour. 
Wild varieties of innumerable familiar garden flowers 
blend with one another, and form a carpet of exquisite 
richness. After traversing another seven miles, and an 
ascent of another thousand feet (/¢. to 1,200 feet) 
you reach your second stage at Bayujan, about ane mile 
from which is struated the emerald-hued lake of Shish 
Nag, with glaciers: coming almost to the water's edge 
from the Kohinur range (17,000 feet). But before 
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spldebabeenasey Iabaoapring dan sedate. D> 
lake makes one fo rivations of the terrible 
journey, and keeps Pr edb spell-bound. The lake 
i surrounded by lofty mow-topped mountains, and 
many patches of snow are seen floating on the burnished — 
sheet ofits water, like so many white swans. Verily, > 
the Shish Nag lake, and the superb scenery around, 
beggar all description, atid baflle one's efforts ro delineate 
in words what can only be done ether by an inspired 
poet, or a great painter on hw canvas, 

On three sides of the lake, the length of which & 
five miles, and the breadth two, there are lofty range 
covered with eternal snow, and from their top numerous 
an aan eae Nappa ae gale eT eo) 

below. ‘There are also a large number of springs, of 
which the water is exhilarating, and the air of the place 
is exceedingly invigorating. Beyond it there is 2 aie \, 
(14,000. feet high) covered with verdant grass, but 
without the splendour of the flowers below. Large 
patches of snow, sill | Semmnelad, hie around. Here the 
scenery is even , but is stern and wild, The 
ith is down-hill, over zy unbridged torrents, aN 
tarini, the third e (about 13,000 feet), with 
wlaciors coming down to the level of the camp. In the 
‘midst of lofty ere daitan mountains, Panchtarini— 
where five rivers flow side by side—presents 2 magni- 
ficent and a striking spectacle. This ts the last camp- | 
ing stage, and is under the shadow of the bare, but ‘ 
majestic, Amarnath mountain. ‘There is from here 2 
direct ascent of about a mile and a half, which ix the 
most difhcult part of the journey, It is known as Pissu- 
ghat, and one should be careful not to handle here the 
poisonous herbs and flowers thar grow wild on both 


sides of the path. One, however, feels sufficiently com- 4, 
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pensated for all his strenuous labour on reaching the 
summit, and finding oneself on a small plateaux full of 
green verdure, and surrounded by snow-capped moun- 
tains. Ic is a truly wonderful sight, the memory of 
which is likely to abide throughout one’s lite. 

Ic is still about five miles, from Panchtarni, to the 
cave-temple, and a comparatively easy route has 
found to it, of late years. But the pilgrims, believing 
evidently in acquiring merit by hardship, chooe the 
far more difficult, longer, and—at places-—more eer 
erous route to reach the cave, though they return by the 
easier route. But even by the easier path, the track is 
largely over frozen snow. The way further is still more 
dangerous, as while on one side of it there is a huge 
mountain wall, there is on the other side an abyssmal 
chasm. The path is also so narrow that the ponies can 

- with great difficulty put their feet straight and at many 
places one has to ascend through the heart of cataracts, 
the dangerous character of which may well be imagined. 
Thus the route from Panchrarini to Amarnath is a stee 
and dangerous ascent, then a little descent, then a walk 

»<. over a couple of miles on ice, which never melts, 

F and underneath which a number of streams flow, till 
one reaches, at last, the sacred cave of Amarnath, the 
place of one’s destination. Towards the end of the 
journey, for about a mile or 90, the path is straight, and 

. on both sides of it there are huge mountains, calle 

# Kailash and Bhairo, which look as though made of iron, 

and at the top they are so broken as if they had been 
bombarded, They have an air of awfulness about them, 
and from their top innumerable water-falls rush down 
of which the water is as thick and white a: milk. 
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The Amarnath temple is a huge and spacious cave, 
and near it flows a stream of melting snow. The length 
of the cave is fifty fect, breadth fifty-five, and the 
height, in the centre, forty-five feet. ‘The rock ix made 
of gypsum. The whole of the cave leaks from above, 
and ‘at one place the water freezes, and so of itself, = to 
say, an ice-image, is formed, which increases and dec- 
reases (it is believed) with the waxing and waning of 
moon. As it attains its fullest size on the day of pur- 
wima (full moon), that particular date, in the month 
of Srévan, has been fixed from time immemorial for 
the pilgrimage, In the south-eastern corner of the 
cavern, which can hold hundreds at a time, the pilgrims 
bow low before the self-formed emblem of Shiva, and - 
offer their prayers, with folded hands, after placing tia 
the offerings at the feet of the ice-image. ‘Two other ™ 
similarly self-formed ice-images of Parvati (Shiva’s 
Wife), and of Ganesh (Shiva's son), are also worshipped 
inside the cave by the pilgrims. ‘The cavern when first 
seen in ite barren-rock surroundings, in the half-snow- | 
filled valley seems dwarfed by the tremendous preci ices ( i 
around; but the entrance to this unique temple, which ° 
‘was not made by man’s hands, is sufficiently high and 
broad, and slopes upward within. It is the only temple 
in India, detach etetens no image or shrine, as the god, 
Shiva, is represented by only blocks of ice, caused by ( 
frozen springs, at the far end of the cave, But though ~ 
the religious ceremony occupies Jess than half an hour, 
the significance of this pilgrimage of privations, sacri- 
fices, and sufferings, is naturally very great in the “ 
of the votaries, who believe that their worship at this 
si will secure for them salvation and. etern 
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Thos who are not ditpoied to appreciate the wor-® 
ship of God through emblems will smile at the 
of Paalvaton being obtained by image worshiig ‘But 
those who have a deeper perception of the realities of 
life will appreciate, the observations of the Rev. Lal 
Behary Day—a scholar and a renowned convert co 
Christianity in nineteenth-century Bengal—who (in his 
famous work, Bengal Peasant Life’) wrove, after describ- 
ing the rituals of Hindu worship; "People may call 
this fetishism, if they choose, but it is intpoasilile nor 
to have respect for that deep religiousness which under- 
lies the Hindu character, even in a common Hindu 
peasant. Though the rites are superstitious, ehey are 
not meaningless: they indicate the existence of an 
essentially noble and super-sensual sentiment; ae show 
that, even in an uneducated peasant, there is something 
which is an acknowledgment that human happiness is 
dependent on the smiles of an unseen senor ete and that 
all prosperity flows from the boun Author of -all 
Good." The same view of Hindu prayer and worship 
had been beautifully expressed by a well-known Chris- 
tian poet, Rudyard Kipling, probably because he was 
born on the soil of India:— 


“My brother bows," so saith Kabir, mo “stocks and 
stones in heathen-wite, 
But in — brother's voice I hear my own unuttered 





His oa oa as his Fates assign, 
His prayer is all the world’s and mins.” 
But Kipling is not the only western poet who be 


t the inspiring philosophic spirit wnderlyin 
faid of the Hindu eye as evidenced by the ers 


ing beautiful stanza quoted from Mrs. Percy Brown's 
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* poem, “The Pilgrimage to Amarnath”, in her Chenar 
Lravess— 
Within, 4 mystic frozen column tice 
Great Siva’s form, engraved b 
Which Hindu devotee here deifies, 
As herein penitentially they lave, 





Of AlL-Pervading Love, 
Practicat Hixts 
Tents, waterproofs, umbrellas, rugs, blankets, lan- 
terns, candles, utensils, and medicines for simple ail- 


ments, are what ene should include in:one’s kit. -Palan- 
quins, dandies, coolies, and ponies (for both nm ng and | 








one week before the niptees 
jlace. The current rates for 
tramp (fram Pahalgam to Amarnath, and back 
gam) should be ascertained from the Tehsildar, 
Well-to-do pilgrims should arrange for the journey 
own tents, which can be hired at Pahalgam from tent 
dealers. State Officers, representing various depart- 
ments, accompany the pilgrims throughout the journey, 
besides supplying police sh anil Meda. for the. 
sile of provision ar UT dealers. 


A TRIP TO THE SINTHAN PASS 


Ye crags and peaks, I'm with you once again!. 

O eacréd forms, how proud you look! 

How high you life your heads into the sky. 
How huge you are! How mighty and how free! 


—James Sheridan Knowles 





op AB a one thould tke » purwana, from Srinagar 
to the loc 


to enable it m arrive ahead, to set up the camp before 
the arrival of the party. The ponymen are usually 
helpful, from collecting firewood to doing odd’ jobs, 
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Last but oot Jeast, a sufficient stock of warm clothing 
should be taken for each member of the party, inchud- 
ing the servants, as cold and chilly weather is likely 
to be experienced, almost all the way, This rip can 
be comfortably done from the middle of June to the 
middie of July, when it is fairly warm. But even then 
it is advisable to take warm clothes, particularly for 
crossing over the pass, and als for use in the early 
mornings and late evenings, which are usually quite 
chilly, to say nothing of the nights, which are often 
bitterly cold. 


i 


The Journey:—The ineffable charm of Kashm 's 
permanent attraction, even to those who have been there, 
time after time, is its immense diversity; for in one 
day’s trek, you come across landscapes and hillscapes 
widely divergent from one another. The trek, along 
the comparatively Jittle-known route to the Sinthan 
Pass, is. not only quite interesting, as some of Kashmir’s 
Grandest scenery is seen on the way, burt it is also one 
of the most exciting of the many trekkings in Kashmir, 
The journey from Srinagar to the Sinthan Pass, and 
back, will take art least from eight to ten days, or even 
a longer period at one’s option. But to fully appre- 
cite the striking scenery of the places e# ronte, one 
should stay, if cuabts , we each halting place, long 
enough to enjoy the atmosphere of peace and tranquil+ 
lity which prevails-all round. 

The Route:—You start from. Srinagar, by car, or 
bus, to Batote, which is 125 miles, on the Jammu+ 
Srinagar route, vis the Banihal Pass; and 78 miles fram 
Jammu. There is a regular bus service between the two 
places. At Batote you stay in the comfortable dak 








t 
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bungalow which, beget #t among the pines, pro- 
vides good food and Tervice. Early next morning you 
Jesve for Doda Bridge, if you can hire a car for the 
31 miles journey, your kit sent ahead, by mules, to'your 
first night’s halt at Bhela. The alternative route: (if 
no car be available) is a trek of 28 miles to Khellani, 
your kit sent ahead to await you there at the rest-house- 
But if you drive by car to Doda Bridge, you should 
have lunch by the river, and then go by pony to Bhela 
—ten miles from Doda Bridge, and 41 miles from 
Batote—the servants always riding ahead to pitch your 
camp, and prepare your food. Your next stage u 14 
miles to Tatri, where there is a good, though small, 
rest-house; and thence to Kishtiwar, another 15 miles, 
which is a fairly large place, and of some historic in- 
Sate The reser mer ere 2 in a ni Fes 
well-kept garden, is good, and it is thus a comfortab 
pls ae ac for those who would like to break 
journey to rest awhile! Chatru is another 18 miles 
further on, and has a good rest-house, situated rigae 
at the top of the hill. The climb is a trifle tedious, but 
the prospect at the top is well worth the trouble, The 
last stage to Sinthan is 11 miles from Chatru. 

| The Return Journey:—The Pass itself is about equi- 
distant from the two places. Ir is usually very cold 
here, as the height is about 14,000 feet, with snow lying: 
all round, It is also often very rainy up here, even m- 
June and July. You trek about five miles from the 
top of the pass, and arrive at the next rest-house, From 
Sinthan there is a particularly beautiful trek to Dasu, 
about 12 miles away. Here a forest rest-housw, nestling 
hich on the hills slope, provides comfortable accommoda- 
tion. ‘There are long grassy uplands in the approach 
to the rest-house, which is slightly off the track. The 
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next stage is but six miles to the Woylu Bride. where 
‘one can lunch at the dak biingalow shane From 
Woylu Bridge you go, via Kokernag, another six miles, 
to Achhbal—is miles altogether—where there are 
trout hatcheries, and several excellene trout streams, 
and where you encamp near the famous Moghul garden, 
and the sparkling springs in it. From there, you come 
to Anantnag (or Islamabad), another six miles, and 
thence to Srinagar it is 34 miles by | ty or car. Al- 
together, the Sinthan Pass trek, as sketched out above, 
is delightful, and should be undertaken by visitors to 
Kashmir, who have necessary time at their disposal, 
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EKKING THROUGH POONCH: A LITTLE © 
KNOWN PART OF KASHMIR 


GENERAL REMARKS 


To many bo a trek through the valleys of Kash- 
mir is an ideal holiday, and those who would care, 
while making their way to Srinagar, to visit a lovely 
and little-known part of Kashmir, might well prefer 
a trek through Poonch—a small State feudatory to 
Kashmir—instead of taking amy one of the beaten 
tracks. Starting from the Jhelum station (on the 
North-Western Railway), and following the Mirpur- 
Moonch track, it is possible to reach Un (on the Rawal- 
pindi-Srinagar road) in less than a week, through the 

ine-covered hills and che green torrent-watered valleys 
of Poonch, by a route wholly different from those on 
the beaten tracks. Early April is perhaps the best 
season in which to make the journey. It is riot then 
too hot for riding at midday, and there is less chance 
than carlier of meeting with heavy rains, which, apart 
from personal discomfort, make the road slippery, and 
in places a dangerous one, 

There are two ways by which Poonch may be 
proached; from Rawalpindi (vis Kahuta) crosing 
fbelum river at Lachhman Ferry, and the other 
from the Jhelum town, The former is the easier route, 
while the Jhelum route is slightly more direct, but 
covers a less-known country. Approached from the 
mile-long railway bridge, which spans the river, the 
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long straggling cown of Jhelum—fronting on the 
fiver, with its houses and temples coming down to the 
water's cdge, and the peaks of the massive Pir Panjal 
providing a shadowy background—possesses a pic- 
‘furesqueness which, of ses but surface-deep, places it 
in a class apart from the average Indian city. From 
Jhelum one can yo by car to Mirpur, following, with 
a permit from the canal authoriry, the Upper Jhelum 
canal, and thereafter climbing a miniature hill-road on 
which Mirpur—the headquarters of the Kashmir dis- 
trict of that name—stands at a height of about 3,000 
feet, At Mirpur there js a dak bungalow, but from 
here on to Poonch, about 70 miles, it is better to pitch 
a tent for the night rather than to rely on rest-houses, 
which are few and far between, and have little to re- 
oes them. Np oud provides little perenne : 
_ Riding ponies and ageage donkeys, whic have 
to be hired at Mirpur, are sent ahead, some ten or eleven 
miles, along a kuteha, but motorable, road to the point 
ar which there ts a ford acrosy. the civer Poonch, and 
on the opposite bank the village of Chaumukh. The 
river is not crosted, however, for the track to Poonch . 
branches off to the right and thereafter follows the east 
bank until Poonch itself is reached. Taking to one’s 
ponies at this point, the first day's trek. to Nar is about 
12 miles; The road winds frequently, and in places 
stecply, and indeed from Chaumukh to Poonch it is 
teldom possible comfortably to cover on an average 
more than two to three miles an hour. In places, it 
4s. necessary to lead the ponies for the track as it is rocky; 
and the ascents and descents are very sharp, as the road 
follows its twisting course, now somewhere a thousand 
feet above the river, and now among the smooth boulders 
at the water's edec, 
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Beauty ON THE Way 


Bur if slow, the journey is nor tedious. Le 
are green with corn, and the track runs between low 
hedges, and the fields are studded with leafless trees whose 
branches, bent and gnarled, carry bright bunches of 
fen petals like scarlet tigers’ claws: Nearer Poonch 

nding and white clusters of another flowering tree 
bloom. The last valley, at the head of which 
midirr the town of Poonch, is especially charming, for 
here wpon the banks beside the road are wild violets, 
laburnum and dwarf honvysuckle, while even the grave- 
yards by the wayside are lovely with white iris. Where 
the road runs high above the river, it passes through 
woods of pine and fir, and now and again prassy ‘ae | 
teaux, a walls of sheer rock drop many hu 
feet to the river below, and from which it is possible 
to see for miles, across the valley, che distant snows. 


Hattryc Places 


. Nar, where the first might is generally spent, i 2 
ain lain delightfully: siruated between two steep 
covered slopes. Korli, the second day’s resting~ 

pice is a much larger one, and ir too is pleasantly 
ocated, being at the head of a green plateau, and a 
hundred feet above the river, Below, on the wide 
 foreshare covered with boulders, many small channels 
have been dug. These carry water from =n river t0 
little circular huts of straw in which’ heavy mill-stones 
grind slowly the wheat and the maize grown in the 
valley. Wherever there is 2 shag along the river's 
Seeeeeterecre eaille sty be seen. The river is 
 mnotecold)-snd ift-running, but at Kotli there are 
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deep pools in which one may bathe and be refreshed: 
There are two roads from Mirpur ro Korli, the most . 

attractive, though rather the more arduous, being the 

ne tv¢ Sensa—the suitable camping places en ronie be- 
fog Chaumukh (on the banks of the Poonch river) and 
Chhoch, well situated among pine forests beyond Sensa.' 
Kotli is much the same as many other small! towns in 
the hills; bur, being on a bluff above the Poonch river, 
it commands a wonderful view down the valley, and 
even in the hottest weather enjoys a-cool breeze in the 
evening from the Pir Panjal, From Kotli co Poonch 
the road follows, with many ups and downs, che valley 
of the Poonch river, The distance is chirry-four miles, 
and with an intermediate stage at Sehra, the journey 
can easily be done in two days. 


PooncH: THe Caria or THE STATE ‘ 


Approaching Poonch, the country opens out, and — 
a | view of the surrounding couitey is obtained 
syeral miles before the end of the journey. Straight 
ahead are the houses clustered on the hill-side, with the 
grim walls of the old fort in the fore-ground, and the | 
\aja's new palace, standing up behind and dominating 
the whole town. To the dels where the river et 
a right angle turn, isa wide open valley, a miniature 
ashmir, running back to the snow-clad peaks of che 
Pir Panjal; and to the left another long valley leading — 
hack to the Haji Pir pass and the Kashmir border. Jt’ 
is difficult to conceive a better setting than that with 
which Nature has endowed the small town of Poonch. 
The whole effect is nearly perfect, and Poonch’ does 
not prove a disappointment to one's first impressions. 
Well Jaid-out and well-kept, with its gardens full of 
flowers and fruit blossoms, in the spring, Poonch, which 
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might easily compete with some of the more famous 
beauty places, is well worth a visit, as it is one of the 
most attractive towns of any importance in the outer 
Himalaya, west of the river Ravi, The new palace of 
the Raja, with its white stone walls and red roots, 
stands out from a background of green bulls, rising im 
ever higher ridges to the distant snow peaks, beyond 
which lics Gulmarg. Below the palace the mia 
down to the river, which in turn is dominated by the 
massive walls of the old palace-fort rising from among 
the clustered houses of the congested bazaar. 

Bear and small game abound in the neighbouring 
hills, as do fish in the rivers; and Poonch, curaidghy 
situated as it is, would undoubtedly rival better known 
summer stations, were it not so Inaccessible, But it. 
certainly deserves to be better known. Here, after a 
week’s marching from the plains, a day or two of rest 
is very welcome. With the Raja Sahib's. permission, 
excellent mmahseer fishing can be had in the river, but 
beyond this the town provides little to do, except to 
laze, and to enjoy its greenness and freshness, The most 
surprising thing about Poonch are its motor roads, for, 
being in the midst of the hills, it is still unconnected 
with the outside world by any road good enough for 
even a small car. But the town is intersected by well- 
kept roads, which also lead our into the country for 
seven to eight miles in each direction, Altogether 
Poonch, with its many natural advantages, is a very 
desirable halting-place for some days on this interest~ 
ing route. 
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From Pooncu To Usi 


From Poonch onwards as the road greatly im- 
peoves, one should send back the Mirpur donkeys from 
meré, and take on mules for the rest of the journey— 
two daicly lang stages over to the Haji Pir pass to Uri, 
on the main Kashmir road, from Rawalpindi to Sei- 
nagar. Aliabad, the next stage, which is seventeen 

les. ts tather far and monotonous for the firsr eighr 
or nine miles, bur improves as the road begins to climb. 
Alishad! itself isa Tresreecaeon t, cool and bracing, 
with a good dak bungalo bier deytha siadde BE cel Sorel 
From Aliabad there is a sharp rise of over 1,500 feet to 
the Haji Pir pass, which marks the between 
Poonch and Kashmir; and from here a well-graded 
toad leads downto the motor road a miles on the 
Srinagar side of Uri. Uneil late spring there is usually 
snow on the Kashmir side of the pass, but a way 
through is cleared, and pack animals can be taken over, 









except during a few weeks in the depth of winter. 


ate two main roads leading out of Poonch, 


in addition to the one from Mirpur, ‘The first, and the 


main trade route, passes through Palandri and forks at 
Panjar, one branch continuing to Gojarkhan and the 
other to Rawalpindi, by way of a motorable road 

gh Kahuta. The second, and shorter route, is 


over the Haji Pir pass, to Uri. This can be covered 


in a day and a half—against the four days to Kahuta— 
if the snow is not too thick; and though the road does 
not open aeolly until April 25, it is usually possible 
at ie across withouc difficulty two or three weeks 

By this route the road for the first eight miles 
from Poonch is level; thereafter the track climbs steeply 
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through pine woods to the Aliabad rest-house, on the 
border of Poonch, and seventeen miles from the capital, 
Four miles beyond Aliabad, and at a height of 8,652 
feet, is the Haji Pir Pass, over the hills which form the 
watershed between the Jhelum and the Poonch river 
valleys. | 

Excluding any halts that may be made on the way, 
the journey from Jhelum oo Uri can easily be done in 
nine days. From Uri, Srinagar ix only a four hours’ 
journey by lorry, or even less by car, and motor trane 
port is now so plentiful on this road that almost at any 
time of the year it is péssible co arrange transport for 
the rest of the journey, To those who have never trekked 
in the hills this route will be a new experience; to others, 
who know the hills and love them, ic -will reveal a new 
country and a new people, possessing a charm of their 
own, quite different from anything that can be found 
on any of the motor-worn and better-known tracks, 





EXxPeENsE "EN ROUTE’ 


The expenses of such a trip must vary with the 
individual, bur they need not be large, Speaking 
roughly, stores for eight or ten days will cost about 
Re 20 a head, while milk, chicken, eges, and bazaar 
provisions are cheap in the interior; riding ponies show 
not cost more than Rs, 12 to Rs. Lf each from Mirpur 
to Poonch, Rs. 4-8 or Re $- from Poonch to Uri, and 
Re 12 or Rs 18 from Poonch to Kahura. Baggage 

nics are 2$ to 30 per cent. les, Wirh a tent, one is 
Fotbsendient of the rest-house charges. ‘There are no 
heavy tolls to pay. Asa rough estimate, a party of 
four, including one servant, should be able to do the 
trek from Mirpur co Uri, and spend eight or ten days 
over it, for an all-inclusive expenditure not exceeding 
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Rs. 250. It would be wise, however, before setting 
out, to obtain from the Tehsildar, at Mirpur, the cur- 
rent rates Soe ail, seeruineenedtas 200 Also 60: yreiee (tx tae 
seipsgs babe ches hnng ote nes 2 ‘for | 

sion to stay at the State guest-house, and also in the rest- 
house at Aliabad, 


a] 


THE NANGA PARBAT AND THE GURAIS 
VALLEY 


Great Nunga Parbat! ‘Thou dost wean our souls 
From aught that can defile or harm them here, 
For such naked puricy unrolls her beauty. 
From “Nunga Parbar" (From Gulmarg) in Mn. 
Percy Brown's Clrnar Leaves. 


"Haramukh™ and “Nunga” 
Majestically rear 
Heads o'er which mists hung are 
Soon to disappear. 
From “View Across the Valley of Kashmir”, in 


‘Mrs; Percy Brown's Chenar Leaves. 


In their whole extent the Himalayas do not possess 

_ gtander and more imposing wenery-than of the peaks 
of the mighty Nanga Parbat; nor is there another 
Central Asan giant which can be visieed with greater 
ease and security, for the route to Gilgit, via the Kamri 
poss, skirts the lower hilly within fifteen miles of 
Diyamir, so that from the picturesque bridge at Chorit, 
an unimpeded and an unsurpassed view is obrainable 
f thos virgin walls, whose extent is anything up to 
thirty miles, and whose glistening sates es dre thrust 
into the heavens to a height of 26,629 feet above the 
wa level. vie os situated on the morthern shores 
of the Woolar lake, and the starting point for the ex- 
pedition, is 2* miles from Srinagar by a fair-weather 
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road, and the traveller can not only ride all the way, 
but drive in dry weather in a car or lorry. Pony or 
mule transport can be used throughout the trip. 
Tragbal—the first halting place—is now quite 4 
popular resort, It is a lovely green meadow 9,000 feer 
up, embedded in pine trees, Here are few huts, and 4 
rest house, where you have your well-earned res. From 
here you get lovely and unforgettable victvs of the 
Woolar Jake lying thousands of feet below you, with 
the Pir Panjal range silhouetted in the far distance be- 
yond, presenting a panorama in shades of blue—of the 
sky and the lake and the distant hills—which is truly 
wonderful. Rolling grassy “margs”, hidden away in 
the depths of a fir jungle, form most admirable amp 
ing grounds. The view presented therefrom over th 
vale of Kashmir, with the Woolar spreading out in the 
foreground, and with the snows of the majestic Hara- 
mukh reflected in its mirror-like surface, is not to be ex- 
celled anywhere. Fire wood is unlimited; drinking water, 
thanks to a small loz aqueduct, is handy; and the place 
itself, being siruated on the high road to Gilgit, is con- 
nected with the oyter world by road and post, Being 
only twelve miles from Bandipur it is as “get-at-able” 


-ap.any of the ourer hill resorts, whither visitors retreat, 


in July and August, when the mosquito.and the fly 
render the main valley of Kashmir unbearable. 


a | 


As. you. ascend the scenery: gets grander at every 
twist of the path, On your right you catch glimpses 


of the massive Haramukh mountain, and peak after 


peak of the great Himalayan range. Ac 10,500 feet 
the road emerges from the forest on the crest of a great 
graisy tidge. As you continue your march up to 
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Rajdiangan pass, the scene is an unforgettable onc— 
not only ripee distant views, but becrake the whole 
of the top of the pass, an undulating grassy ridge, is 
found carpeted with every imaginable kind of wild 
flawer too numerous to mention, for in spring up here, 
right up to Gurais, the valleys are a mass of flowers, a 
sight hard t beat anywhere in the world. Your next 
halt is at Korgal, where there is 2 small rest house, and 
also a stream which, within a couple of miles of Korgal, 
rushes into the Krishna Ganga river. You them arrive 
at (Gurais, and pitch your camp in a lovely grove on the 
banks of the river for a week of lotus eating, [f you 
have provided yourself with licences to fish in the river, 
and alse in the little stream, called the Burdwan, then 
by casting a fly daily, delicious trout can appear on the. 
menu at your meals. 

The ascent, an the «cond march, to the summit 
of the Rajdiangan pass is even more severe than that to 
Tragbal. The scenery improves with the elevation: 
though the tree limit is soon passed, and the pine forest 
fives place to the grassy slopes of the pass, where even 
the eaunt, twisted silver-birch finds it difficult to exist. 
The Rajdiangan has an elevation of 11,900 feet. At 
its cummit the road runs almost level for a couple of- 
miles, and along the open stretch many wreter 
travellers have been caught in the deadly blizzards: 
which rage over it during winter. Small huts have now 
been placed at rhe most dangerous parts to shelter those. 
in distress. Tn curmmer, the visitor has to contend with 
none of thew perils, and he is at liberty to devote the: 
whole of his artention to the superb panorama of the 
beautiful valley of Kashmir which, with its Inkes, 
rivers, and snows, lics spread out below to che south, 
From one particular point the goal of expedition is vini~ 
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ble; and the southern peak of Nanga Parbat, even whes 
viewed from this distance, rises majestically from the 
sex of lesser mountains. However, it is only the very 
early riser who is rewarded with this sghe, for the clouds 
gather rapidly about the heights, and even in carly 
forenton Nanga Parbat generally disappears behind a 
veil of Deecy mists, The natives of Astor call Nanga 
Parbat “Diyamir", but in Kashmir, and the Gaurais 
district, it is commonly referred cose eee Pahar’, 
dr the naked mountain. 

Having ested dn. the exhilarstiivg-nicsof shiefuet 
one descends the further slopes by casy gradients to the 
rest-house of Gurais The accommodation jin these: 
houses is, of course, limited, Each of the rooms con- 
Ey 2 poet, a table, and some wall pegs, and there is no 
other furniture. The journey to Gurais may be eoo- 
tinued the same day; this involves a thirty miles 
march from Tragha arhich is fatiguing. Four miles 
beyond Gurais one enters the va of the Krishna 
Ganga, which river sweeps noisily n between nar- 
row and im gorges whose. precipices are naked, 
but for the ark ESS of pines which fringe their sum- | 
mits. A very fine cantiliver bridge, composed of deodar * 
logs, spans the stream at Kanzalwan, and the road con= 
tinucs up thie mo along the right hank af the river 
to Gurais. 

The scenery of Gurais is considered to be amongst 
the finest 1 in Kashmir, ‘The vale is five miles tn length 
and two in breadth; and the Krishna Ganga river-winds 
its way Seciasg large expanses: of grass, about which 
several nats are scattered. The Gurais village consists 
of ma ny chavics of dilapidated, old iPr distributed 
about the meadows. But the pride of the place are its 
imposing limestone cliffs, which shut in the valley on 


— 
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all sides. ‘The further end is blocked up with a great 
pyramidal mountain, whose lower portions are othed 
with but whose pink summit rises bold and naked 





to-a height of 14,000 feet. The favourite camp is im a 
popular plantation at the Kashmir end of, the walley, 
and here several tents are always seen in the summer, 
for Guraig, once secluded and unfrequented, has now 
risen into popularity. The convenience of # post and. 
telegraph office, and the benefits of a dr and bracing: 
climate, and an elevation of 7,800 feet above sea level, 
attract many visitors. The reat-house, a comfortable 
stone building, is situated two miles beyond the “poplar 
penne. ind tear it a ramshackle fort crowning a 


I 

The next march agsin takes one to the highest 
zone of the pines. Leaving Gurais and following the 
main Gilgit road for five or six miles, one takes a track 
which leads steeply up the hillside to the left. The 
climb to the Kamri log-hut is a stiff ane, but the beau- 
ties of the way atone for everything. The kéuds are a 
mass of flawers, Columbines, strawberries, canterbury 
bells, etches, scentless violets and. sweet peas, and a 
host.of other plants abound in picturesque confusion 
beneath the pine trees. The Kamrij pass (14,300 feet), 
which is crossed next, can be scen from a considerable 
distance. The silver birch strugeles for existence on 
its lower slopes, bur otherwise it ia treeless. The view 
rom: the summit facing south is enchanting. 

Te ie the last look into Kashmir. The hills, deep 
blues and rich greens, extend range upon range to the 
thin line of distant snows: and in the valley below the 
morning sun-shine dispels the white clinging mists. 





Bleak, treeless Abuds, and lonely, lifeless, boulder- 
strewn valleys form a striking contrast co the verdure 
of Kashmir. It is only when one sees ir, that ong re- 
alises that the happy valley is, indeed, an oasis in the 
wastes of Central Asia. Nunga Parbat, now very 
much closer, rises out of a chaos of crags and rocks 
There is usually some snow on the Kamri all the sum- 
mer, but till the end of May the winter coat still lies 
thick upon it. The descent on the further side is 
little short of precipitous, and the path is entirely 
obliterated by scow. Kala Pani has an clevation of 
some 11,000 feet, and the cold at night in this wind- 
WEPC gorge is so intense and bitter thar sleep is well 
nigh impossible. Firewood is only procurable in small 
quantities, but rhubarb abounds. There is, however, 
no bungalow, and travellers would be very well advised 
to push on to Shankargarh, though it makes a total 
march of 25 miles over rather trying country. 

Rattic is seventeen miles further down the valley. 
The descent is gentle, and the road crosses the Kamei 
torrent by a fairly good bridge: Nunga Parbar, its 
base hidden by intervening ranges, is visible ahead. 
Rattic is a summer station of a portion of the Kashmir 


Imperial Service Troops, and their barracks are scattered 


over the expanse of rolling tableland, on which, wo; the 
rest-house ts situated. Everything is green and fresh 
in Rartie, which js all the more pleasing in contrast to 
its surroundings, The call of the bugle and the dis- 
cordant sounds of drum practice are welcome, indeed, 
aiter the tinutterable silence of the Kamir, 

__ And that is practically the end of the journey, Tt 
only remains a walk five miles along the road to Chorit 
Bridge, where one is suddenly confronted with the vast 


if 
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extent of snow walls, which tower up sublime and 
ethereal in the bright sunshine, The following extract 
from Knight's delightful bool, Where Three Empires 
Meet, gives 3 powerful description of the scene, a3 
viewed from Chorit Bridge:—“This day ! enjoyed an 
experience not catily to be forgotten; for at last at 2 
turn in this fair valley I saw before me, rising above the 
lower ranges into the cloudless blue sky, 2 huge, white 
mass: such a mountain as I had never beheld before; not 
a solitary sharp pinnacle this, but shaped like a hogs 
back; a long rolling height sloping steeply at either end; 
a prone Titan. The snowy domes were piled one upon 
the other, the flashing glaciers, leagues m length 
streaked and furrowed its sides. This 1 knew could 
be no other than mighty Diyamir, or Nunga Parbat,. 





26,629 feet in height.” 


— 


‘And now that the traveller has wandered thus far 
afield, it may please him to get still further. Many 
attractive courses are open’ to him. The far- 


Rupal Nullah, up which he looks from Chorit Bridge, 


“leads to the very glaciers of Nunga Parbat. It a 


rough journey, but it is well worth the trouble, There 
is a miserable collection of huts at Tarshing, near the 
Tarshing placier, and beyond this the Rupal Nullah 
bends round under the southern shoulder of Diyamir. 
Or, Astor is only sixteen miles distant from Chorit; and 
the road is in good repair. Lastly, there is the alterna- 
tive return route to Kashmir by way of the Burzil pass 
(14,300 feet), This latter course is the most attrac- 
tive of all. The scenery, if black and depressing, ts 
grand, and ix wholly typical of Astor. The Burzil ts 
oné of the most important passes into Northern Kashmir. 


THE KASHMIR SEASONS: SPRING, SUMMER 
AND AUTUMN 


Few visitors to Kashmir enjoy the charms of winters. 
Spring commences towards the end of March and 
there is. a delicious crispness in the air up to cae 
May. During May and June the weather is delightful, 
bur at the end of the latter month the main valley gets 
distinctly warm, when it is usual and advisable to move 
higher up to the plateaux of Gulmarg, Sonamarg, (in 
the Sind valley) or Nagmarg. Ic is thus possible to 
follow the climate of one's ais amply by going 
higher as the summer advances, and moving down again 
Mar Mae! cools, The months of September and 





are preferred by many as, after the middle of 
September, t nsoon gives over, the weather clears, 


mor 
and coals, and camping and mountain-climbing can be 
indulged in to one's heart's content. Whatever time af ; 
the year the visitor may choose, he will find a combi- 
nation of quiet loveliness and upland grandeur which 
has a fascination all its own, a general effect of wide 
landscapes and of the snowy ranges stretching from one 
horizon to another, and mountain majesty and subli- 
mity at the very zenith, 
Bue the best time is between April to June, or 
from the middle f 5 hailgey to the end of November. 
the spring wild rulips, and purple and white irises, 
‘carpet the slopes; the pear-trees are in full bloom, the 
rose-buds are beginning to form, and the first colum- 
bines come into blossom: while the poplars and the 
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chéenar trees are in fresh foliage. Later, the roses are 
in their full beauty, the scarlet poppies bloom every- 
where, with the white peonies:and the lilac. It is just 
at this season that the flure-like note of the golden oviel 
is heard im the glens, and its brilliance yellow plumage 

seen flashing among the trees, and when (though, : bak 
occasionally) a pennant bird, with its twelve-inch tail 
fluttering like a white flag in the breeze, passes, present- 
ing 2 wonderful vision of loveliness. As the spring 
passes into summer in early June, the strawberries are 
luscious; and a little later raspberries and mulberries 
are plentiful. Pears, peaches and apricots add to the 
feast of fruit that is at the disposal of the visitor, till 
they can be had in their greatest perfection in the 
autumn. a Pope with pore flowers, mead 
fruits, and s endid scenery, the visitor can pass a happy 
holiday in autumn in the glorious climate of Kashmir 
—restful, bracing and invigorating, amidst pore 
and agreeable surroundings, which can be scarcely 
leled in any other part of the world. 

With the coming in of autumn the valley is a 
blaze of colour. First there is the harvest—in that 
fertile country usually a bumper one; and the long 
sunny days are ideal for getting it safely carried— 
when the valley is a sheet of yellow paddy: the orchards 
filled with rosy-cheeked apples and golden pears; a rich 
harvest of walnuts from the groves around the villages 
and the tharched-roofed houses themselves, gay with 
golden corncobs and scarlet peppers, all dr s in the 
sun. The gardens too, what gay colour present 
at_this time of the: year!, The n-shaded lawn is 
still there, though war a littl brown now, The 
garden has now donned her brightest garments, and 
flames and. flaunts herself in every direction, exhibiting 
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her charms shamelessly in scarlet and gold, blue and 
pink, red and yellow—a very riot of colours. And 
yet they do not seem to clash, for Nature is never crude, 
and can daub on her canvas every conceivable colour 
without an ill effect. 

The sun blazes down in the day-time in autumn, 
and at night the dew falls heavily, ie pale moon cast- 
ing a softening light over all the gaudy hues And 
| now the trees begin to get tired of the green dresses 
they have worn all through the summer, and they too 
begin to put on their golden-coloured dresses, before 
the cold winds and frosts compel them to shake off 
their finery. The willows are content with pale yellow, 
but the tall and stately poplar robes herself in more 
golden colours, and all the other trees and shrubs follow 
suit in yellow, orange or red, in various shades, all 
making a fine and goodly show, But for all their 
brightness, they must all perforce bow in homage wo 
the king of Kashmir trees, the chenur, with his might 
head held high above them all, and dressed from 
t0 foot in his royal robe of scarlet and gold. All down 
the valley he is there, surpassing his lesser brethren in. 
his glorious apparel. Singly and in groups, by lakes.4 
and river, his leaves: fall down to make a scarlet and 
gold carpet for his feet. Burt one of the loveliest sights 
by far is to see a clump of these magnificent trees, neat 
lake of river, when the water, acting as a mirror, reflects 
back the beauty and all its waters, roo, are turned © . 
scarlet and gold. There is surely no tree more fitted 0 
be described as an Indian king—when dressed for a state 
function than the royal chenar of Kashmir, during the 
autumn. And so whether, for a short or a long visit, 
Kashmir is unrivalled. It is always beautiful: be it 
spring with the fruit trees in blossom and the ground 
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carpeted with irises; summer with the trees in full 
foliage and the lakes a mass of lotus flowers, or autumn 
with the cbewars and poplars, a wonderful mixture of 
browns and russets, and the surrounding hills covered 
with a mantle of fresh snow. x 


THE CHARMS OF HOUSE-BOAT LIFE 


Floating serene upae ras Jhelum’s breast 
"Tis here my spirit is at peace and rest 

How far so c'cr | roam! 

My home is formed from Kashmir forests fair, 
Proud deodar and pine, 

The graceful walnut—all ther beauty share. * 
To build this home of mine! 

Ah! Who could have a dearer home than mine? 


My home in far Kashmir! 
From "My Kashmir Home" in Mrs, Percy Brown's 
Chenar Leaves. 
Perhaps one of the cheapest and pleasantest ways 
of spending a holiday in Kashmir is to settle down in 


a house-boat, moving about in which is delightful 
existence, ‘as free pee the strenuousness and Devi | 
comfort of trekking and camping. It appeals strongly 
to those looking for a peaceful rest—just moving along, 
stopping a day here and a day there, wherever it may 
take one’s fancy. You may take your boat up the 
Jhelum river to Anantnag (of Islamabad), and also 
down stream as far as Baramula—fram end to end a + 
distance of about one hunderd mile. You may also 
move up through the Anchar Lake to Gandarbal, or 
explore the Woolar, the largest lake in India: The 
Kashmir waterways are essentially restful and peaceful, 
and the sunrise and the sun-set across rhe lakes are often 
exquisite to behold. 
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A bref description of a house-boat, in which a 
large number of visitors generally live in Kashmir, will 
give some idéa of the unique arrangements made for 
the comfort and convenience of its occupants. A 
house-boat is built on the model of a big light-boat, but 
with several rooms and a terraced baleany on the deck 
with attractive awnings. Here you sit out, in the open, 
on deck chairs, and laze under the moon, or the sun. 
Such boats usally contain ewo to three good-sized bed 
rooms, a lounge or sitting room, a dining room (with 


‘arpt bh and the inevitable toilet rooms. The lounge 


i¢ dining-room have shelves running right along 
the frieze, and it is left to individual taste to decorate 
these with colourful Kashmir bric-a-brac, or flowers 
picked from adjacent banks, .A built-in dresser, firved 
to one of the partition walls in the dining room, 1 
generally sufficient for crockery, cutlery, glassware, and 
table linen, Adjained to each boat is a small kitchen 
boar, the front part of which is fitted for cooking pur- 
poses, and the rear as living quarters for the manjbees, 
or house-boatmen, their family, and one’s servants, 
Each house-boat is built light, so that it can be 
manocuvred from place to place, and moored anywhere 
to suit the fancy of the tourist. | 
Generally, visitors spend short periods at Gargribal 
on the Dal Lake, or at he Naseem Bagh, which is now 
a-dense forest of chenars, or in cooler spots like Gander- 
bal and Shadipur. It is on the limpid waters of the 
lakes, and the great river, of Kashmir, that the house- 
boat glides at her best, and fits beautifully into the 
incomparably superb scenery as a perfect adaptation 
Wature’s handicraft. Carved out of the sweret- 


zl 
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smelling deodar, and other woods of the 
forests, the house-boat is of all Kashmir the roost Kash 
miri—to to say, the very symbol of Kashmir—and her 
graceful contours as mirrored in the lake, or the river, 
form a picturesque fou! ensemble, Water flowers, ne 
lilies, and a number of aquatic plants, press gently 
against her sides, while the bogs, umbrageous ohymar. 
east their shade over her noontide rest. Thus f for the 
artist, the angler, and the comtemplative man, hoi 
boar life in Kashmir is a blessing, and an ideal to fook 
forward to, since there is an indefinable satisfaction in 
at aap silent 7 Dam of a house-boat over waters, 
is delightfu! lly scathing to frayed nerves. , 


iil 


So if a floating home for the full period of your 

‘ay is suasothine to look forward to, that dream 
can be realised only in Kashmir, and gliding over its 
enchanting waterways, in a house-boat, is all that can 
be wished for by those in quest of a quiet and restful 
holiday, A well-equipped house-boat offers all you 
nocd to make life happy and comfortable, A cosy 
lounge, a well-furni ae dining-room Asap try), 
two or three suites of bed-rooms, with bash orci 
attached, all as compact as possible, make the house- 
boar, an ideal residence, and with detached boats, for 
the servants and for kitchen, conduce materially to a 
life of dolce far miente, cither moored under the shadow’ 
of an umbrageous thenar tree, or being towed up or 
down the river Jhelum. 

The floor boards of a house-boat are so wedged 
that they open out in places, and all your travellin 
kit iv stowed away underneath. The walle consist i 
panelled deodar, and the doors and windows (for the 
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sake of safety and compactness) do not open out, but » 
sets of windows, meshed and glazed, and most people 
use the former at might to keep out mosquitocs 1 
other pests, and at the same time to allow free ventila~ 
tion. In the day one either keeps the windows fully 
open, or the glazed frame in position where required. 
Ac night the whole structure can be closed from the 
inside, and is safe against intruders, Gay curtains 
frame the gauze windows, and under shady awnings: 
roof gardens are bright with potted zinias and gera- 
niums. Within, basket chairs, rugs, open fireplaces, and 
dlectric light, provide an unexpected degree of comfort. 
The roof is generally 2 thing of beauty, It is made 
up of slats of deodar geometrically arranged to form a 
beautiful pattern, Almost every room has 3 roof of 
difference design. A little stairway—placed at a con- 
venient place—takes you to the top of the house-boat, 
which has a structure with an awning, which is an ideal 
place for using as a sun-deck in day-time, or as a lounge 
in the evenings 7 
It is difficule to imagine a more deligheful and rest- 


. ful holiday than a few weeks in a house-boat on the 


Jhelum, or on the Dal, or any one-of the other beautiful 
lakes, under the most perfect conditions of weather and 
scenery to be found in this imperfect world. For those 
bent on the lazy life ir is ideal: moored under the shade 
of a majestic chener wee one can spend hours lounging 
on the deck enjeying the kaleidoscopic changes of the 


‘wenery, and watching the myriads of multi-coloured 


lirds and the picturesque scenes and sights of the 
country. To be peddled silently along, seated 
luxurigusly on a pile of cushions in a shikara through 
the many lovely waterways, is an unmixed joy, and an 
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incentive to the enjoyment of an al fresco meal in ane 
of the neighbouring gardens. So if the wanderlust 
has got you, there is nothing better than a holiday: in 
Kashmir, and you will never regret your sojourn in that 
lovely valley, gliding in # house-boat over its beautiful 
Wwattr-ways. 


BIRD LIFE IN KASHMIR 


And true heiré's joy they'll bring! 
Listen and hear! 
Listen and hear! 
From “Listen and Hear” in Mrs, Percy Brown's 
Chenar Leavet. 


Mr. Aldous Huxley thus described (in his Jesting 
Pilate) the bird life, in Kashmir:—‘In the autumn 
great flocks of teal and mallard come through. 
on their way from the breeding grounds of 
home in northern India, pl gamngnpretins: 
of Ladakh, a few hundred miles only from the Kashmir 
valley; but. the eraesy go further afield, where so 
many migrants pa: bricf but generous summer, 
In the autumn they fly southwards, x the Himalayas, 
into India, Some varieties of these water fow! cross the 
range at the eastern end, some to the west. How 
birds, which normally pass their lives in plains, contrive 
to cross the Himalayas without dying of pa ti 
cerns or asphyxiation, on the way, is somethin af 
a mystery. Most small animals, when taken up sudde 
Rape toa eight 0 of fifteen or twenty thousand focband 
simpy ip malayan passes touch those heights— 

spring and summer bird life is one of the 
greatest attractions in Kashmir forests and gardens, 
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which are then full of music—music of waters, music 
of doves, music of the little skylarks, and music of the 
free nightingales high up in the green-gold cracery of 
the chenar trees. They sing and warble all day long 
—morning, noon, and afternoon. A Kashmir summer 
dawn isa lovely thing, like a piece of music, or some 
inumdrtal verse. It-comes in 2 wave of primrose aver 
the peaks, and is followed by a divihe radiance, a of 
heliotrope inspired with life, or the awakening of the 
soul by the melodious singing of the lovely feathered 
creatures, while the quiet of the noon, and the after- 
noon, is made musical by the crooning ring-dove, the 
ecstatic bulbul, the beauteous oriole fluting his liquid 
nore as he flies in flashes of gold from tree to tree. Upon 
the clover-scartered Brass the hoopoes strut, and the 
cock-sparrows dance with intense blandishments before 
their love. 

The golden onole, itz note 

OF mellow music we can hear, 

As “neath the willow boughs we float 

To catch its cadence low and clear. 


In the famous Moghal gardens round the Dal Lake, 
when the sunlight is disappearing and the fountains 
are stilled, and their great cascades no longer fill the 
pavilions with their music, the birds still sing on—the 
murmuring doves and the ecstatic ni¢htingales—just “as 
the after-glow of the sunset flushes the mountain crags - 
that overlook the gardens with indescribable madder 
and rose, and Mahadeo soars above with the lustre of 
a dolomite peak. Not only in the Moghal gardens, but 
even away from Srinagar, the bird, in Kashmir, 
makes life delightful and enjoyable to the trekker who 
prefers to camp out, either for fishing or sporting, or 
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lazing. Every turn of the river, or the road, affords. 
opportunities not only for the artist or the photo- 

rapher, but a stroll along the ‘river banks, or the 
forest tracks, is a joy im itself, as apart from the scenery 
being beautiful, the country teems with bird-life, The 
spotted forkcail—a brilliant black and white bird— 
frequents the shady parts of the streams, and wagtails, 
red-starts, dippers, -sand-pipers and various other kinds 
of warblers are an unending source of interest. 

In fact, camping out under canvas is even more 
enjoyable than living under a roof—whether that of 
a fede or a howse-boat. Now we are poled along to 
the songs of the golden orioles—those lovely birds with 
voices as golden as their feathers, and whose liquid, 
melodious, motes once heard can never be mistaken. 
Jewelled king-fishers dart up and down stream, as if 
to show you the way, and, if your luck so chances, you 
may see a paradise fly-catcher cross your path with its 
undulating motion and long streanmng tail: while a 
thrush, «Ee jay, and a hoopoe would frequently greet 
you from the g banks, and slide silently along in 
your house-boat, or drive or ride out of your camp. 
Such are the delights of bird life in Kashmir. If to- 
wards sunset you take the shikara and make a little tour 
of the inner lake of the Dal, when the rich lotus blooms 
in-season, you find the reeds and the lilies give shelter 
to water-hens and the small lake terns. Here you find 
their eggs laid upon the surface of the lake, Even 
though a thunderstorm comes drifting over the valley 
and the castle of Hari Parbat, making marvellous 
pictures of light and shadow, and filling the 
reeds with wind, yet the little terns ride secure upon 
their Lily leaves, and their eggs lie harmlessly exposed 
to the elements. The young moon shines above the 
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dark fragments of cloud, her image trembling in the 
water, and grey herons fly with dow rhythmic beat of 
wings between sky and water. 

Such, in ir, are Dame Nature's minstrels, 
which murmur melodious madrigals at all hours of the 
day. Verily Longfellow was right, when he sang:— 


Do you ne'er think what wondrous being these? 

Dy you ne'er think who made them, and who teaghe 
The dialect they speak, where melodies 

Alone are the interpreters of thought? 

Whose household words ate songs in many keys 
Sweeter than instrument of man c'er caught! 


- 


SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE KASHMIR 
MOTOR. ROUTES 


The various aspects of life in Kashmir have often 
been described, and the country has justly been the 
theme of many a eculogy: We hear. a good deal about 
the valley; but the road by which we enter it is scarcely 
ante noticed, It ts, of course, put into deep shade by 

rison with the country that lies beyond Bara- 
a, When the wonderful panorama of gleaming 
saoentsina flower-strewn turf, radiant sky, and the 
river front, greets the eye. And yet it has its own 
ious and fatiguing though it may easily 
become, at times. But the true scenery-lover would 
hesitate before declaring the charm of the road-travel 
to Srinagar to be of no interest. Scenes and incidents 
are throughout ready to hand for those who know 
how to appreciate them, and there is much to interest 
the keen-witted traveller. 

The journey shows the Kashmiri workman at his 

best. Here on the road a constant struggle is in pro- 


Bress between the forces of destruction, represented by 


the rains and the floods, and those of construction— 
the road-menders. Every now and then a landslip 
occurs, and the road, zigzagging along between preci- 
pice and torrent, is is frequently interrupted. A really 
admirable system of coolie labour brings, in a twinkling, 
fangs of men to the damaged point, and the work of 
clearing begins, and by dint of employing a seemingly 
anlirsited number of men it is at once put into order 
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Just, watch at work these gangs to whom the shovel 
is the chief implement, and there is much of interest 
and beauty to occupy the attention during long hours 
of the day, | 

From below Rampore—the wildly picruresque 
spot in the Jhelum gorge—all the way to Srinagar, on _, 
the Jhelum valley route, there is now a quadruplé line 
of poles, topped by enormous imeulators, and bearing 
a net-work of wires, This line is drawn straight across 
one of the most exquisite bits of country that Nature 
has devised, The wires convey tho electric to 
Srinagar cto work the lk factory, and réplace by . 
machinery the hundreds of workers on che old looms. 
How. different is this: modern spirit from that of the 
old leisurely days of history. It is not at-all a feigned 
ebostaicte oe evince for ee who ee ~ ae 
sparing o € picturesque. ¢ pardens of al, 
lake, and the beautiful garden Achhbal—where 
Tehangir and Shah Jehan constructed an enchanting 
suminer residence—show what the Indian Emperors: 
thought it worth while:to do with the waters of Kash-. 
mir, Our one ambition now-a-days is to make them 
drive machinery which will squeeze much money out’ 
of the land. If, at the same time, it robs it of ite beauty 
there i# no regret, once the great purpose is achieved. 
Surely,:of all places, Kashmir should be the lust to be 
sacrificed to utilitarianism. 
In his: well-known book of travel, called Jesting « 
Pilate, Mr. Aldous Huxley indulges in the following 
réflections on the sights on the Kashmir roads:—"Te is 
cheaper in Kashmir to have 4 waggon pulled by half 





a dozen men than by a pair of oxen or horses, Pa | 
T feel almost ashamed to look at the creeping wainy 


Tavert my eyes from a spectacle so painfully accusator 


J . ‘ 
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That men should be reduced to the performance of a 
labour which, even for beasts, is cruel and humilia 
is a dreadful thing. ‘Ah, but they feel things less than 
we do,’ the owners of motor-cars, the eaters of five 
meals a day, the absorbers of whisky, hasten to assure 
me ee feel them less, because they’re used to this 
fe. They don't mind, because they know no 
eae. They're really quite happy.’ And these asser- 
tions are quite true. They do not know better; t 
are used to this life; they are incredibly resigned. 
the more shame to the men, and to the system, that have ; 
reduced them to such an existence, and kept them from 
knowing anything better. Even in Kashmir a tiny 
pinch of humanitarian commodiry—as yet however in- 
visible—has begun tm be distribured.” 


Frowres THaoucHouT THE YEAR 
JANUARY 
(Steombergia fucheriana) 
When warming suns begin to melt the enow, 
Bur yet the bitter winds of winter blow, 
In sheltered nooks sternbergia’s golden blooms, 
Bear witness to the throbbing life below. 
FEBRUARY 
(Anemone biflora) 
As more and more we see of earth's warm floor, 
There whiteness of the snow is tinged with ror, 
Or blue may be, from spring's vast colour store, 
MarcH 
(Hyacinthus orientalis) 
Now Spring is here, The hyacinth's perfume 
Recalls the bear from its long winter tomb 
And sends it forth to reincase in fat 
A mighty carcase with an.air of gloom 
(Twlipa lanwta) 
It’s tulip time, and where lanatay glow, 
Great scarlet giants, other tulips know 
That they, dwarfed, must bloom and imseen fade, 
Unies: some gentle hand to them stoop low. 
May 
(Iris Kuthmiriana) 
From rhizomes planted in the euturnn time, 
This cream white flower adorria the summer clime, 





( 333 ) 


Bearded and fragrant, armfuls daily go 
To market, where they fetch perhaps a dime. 
June 
(Trolling acaulis) 
Golden blooms for the golden months 
When the visitors are here, 
To fill the caffers of many a man 
In the vale of fair Kashmir, 


JuLY 

(Lilinen  polypbyllem ) 
Of filies among the rarest, 
{te fragrant trumpets don" sound, 
But fare as they nod, 30 inches 

AUGUST 

(Marina Conlirriana) 
Beware! For if these spikes of gold you choose 
To spall into the house, they may refuse, 
Their putting up a blire 
To draw your Blood and make ‘your tongue abuse. 


SErTEMBER 
(Aconilum violaceum) 
In Atitumn draws the mountain monk 
His hood about his cars to warm "em, 
‘And this blue monkshood shows their hue 
Should he allow the cold to aterm ‘cm, 
OcTOBER 
(Gentiona Moorcroftians) 
As slender as the time that’s left 
E'ey snow ia here again, 
These sky blue flowers sccm to say 
“For winter sporty remain.” 
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NovEMBER 
(Crocay Kasbmiriata) 
Not wild, bur om so many acres 


grown, 
This blossom violet-blue i widely Known. 
For from its root commercial) saffron comes 


And o'er the hills ite sweet perfume is blown. 


(Viburnum Nervooun) 
With pink-white, clustering blooms it greets the morn, 
Although of leave: by winter's amps it’s shorn, 


And when its scarlet berries pu 
Man eats them, saving thus store 4 corn. 


(Vertes by “Seilloc.”) 
(In the Mlustrated Weebly of India.) 


| 
IRIS AND LOTUS 
Light waves of ume-laden air 
i Rise from the pl sctatagery 
right sun-drenched flowers’ aroma) rare 
Pure fragrance. scatter wide— 
As if some fairy catket held: 
A thourand fresh delights | 
OF scented blnorms, whore sweets excelled 
All others on these heights, 
While cadence of soft, sighing breeze 
Wafts to my. senses there 
Cool hreath, o'er gently murmuring trees, 
And soothes to rest all care: 
From “A Dream on a Kashmir Mountain-Side” 
in’ Mrs, Percy Brown's Chenar Leaves, 


> manila at blow 
ie ad eect or white they show 
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grave-mound’s place, 


The 
And with Wdignified, imperial prace 
hing ype Spring, 


Tribuce 
Pays—God’s gift of life eternal sings, 
| Each year 
So dear. 
From "Iris in Mrs, Percy Brown's Chenar 
Leaves, 
Kashmir’s soul-flower! © thou most seered bloom 
‘What wondrous treasure lies within thy heart? 
ee hidden down amidst that rosy gloom 
Thy petals as its guardiam do their part. 
Aht how can [ deseribe thy beauty rare 
To those who have not seen thy gracious form? 
Intricate in the pattern finely wrought 
By the Great Craftaman’s Hand, with cunning skill 
Oh! Lotus bloom thy shrine have many sought 
And worthip thee, and oft revere thee still, 
Thy leaves af deep, yet tender green are spread 
In multitudes upon the Dal lake’s breast— 
A noble throng ‘of kets ix’ fei 185 os; 
nat ae cack leaf a subtle bloom dor 
From "Lotus Flowers on the Dal aS in Mea. 
Percy Brown's Chenar Leaves, 


1 
KASEIMIR TREES 
Once more I view this little sheleered neat 
Beneath the drooping boughs of von chenar. 
Thy old roof-tree, xo humble, offers rest 


To us, the heal travellers from afar. 


the river Jhelum sweeps 
Binh the Takhe-i-Suliman'’s high dome, 
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From “A Haven in Srinagar” in Mrs. Percy 
Brown's Chenar Leaves. 

Fine massive trunks of boruhed silver pale, 

Proud monarch of all trees in Karhmir’s vale! 


Flings royal anipee at ts of peace and balm. 
Majestic vast cbhenars, how nobly spread | 

Thy branches o'er green velvet curt besende. 
Inviting all within thy shade to tread, 

But Autumn paints thy verdure richer shades, 
And crowtis thos silver bolls with red and gold: 


The mountains thus responsive to these glades 
Of glorious colour, hitehess tints now. hold; 
Prom “Chenar Trees in Kashmir” in Mn. Percy 
Brown's Céenar Lewes. 
In Kashmir’s mountains | recall 
One splendid, iolated ire, 
Whote thade our happicse days of all 
Embowetred as we'd there recline 
From “A Tree Friend in Kashmir” in Mrs, Percy 
Brown's Chenar Leaves. 


Himaliya’s noble tree, great deodart 
Soaring aloft in high majestic grace { 
On mighty rocks, whose clefts give narrow space 
For thy strong roots—proud spread thy branches far, 
Thy name means “Power” for no worm can ‘mat 
thy heart's sound serength, 
From “Deodars in Mrs. Percy Beowns Chenar 
Leaves, 
Deep in the heart of Lolab's forest far, 
A graceful sapling pree—y gdeodar. 
Ube Sele in Mr. Percy Brown's in 


PART IV 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL . 
BintiocaapHy of Lrrenature RELATING To 
KaASHMI 


(A) Reference Literature: Guide-Books, Route- 
Books, and Maps 


PurtiminanyY Novrrs 


To employ the time in Kashmir, to the best advan- 
tage, a definite programme should be drawn up, and evett 
dates of the visits to the various places fixed, with the 
aid of the latest edition of a route-guidebook (like 
Neve's Towriyt's Guide), and an up-to-date route map. 

he official survey map (sheet 28, with 4 miles to an 
inch, costing Rs. 2 plain, or Rs. 4 mounted and folded 
for the pocket) shows the whole Kashmir State from 
Murree « the Liddar Valley; while Thacker's map of 
Jammu and Kashmir (16 miles to an inch, priced at 
Rs, 3) shows all che State territories lying between British 
India, Tibet, Yarkand, and Yaghistan. The former is 
more vuitable for the tourists in Kashmir only, the latter 
for those visiting the outlying tracts of the State, as well. 
It would be advisable to keep both the maps handy, 

_ All the routes (in, about, and around Kashmir) are 
clearly described in three standard reference works— 
viz. (@) Major-General F. de Bourbel's Routes in Jammu 
anil Kashmir (Thackers, Calcutta, 1897); (6) Lt.-Col, 
Motitgomerie’s Routes in the Western Himalayas {Dehra 

a2 
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Dun, 1909), and (<) Major Kenneth Mason's Rowtes in 
the Western Himalayas, Vol. 1, (Trigonometrical Survey 
of India Ojfice, Dehra Dun, 1922). The last includes 
all che routes given in Montgomerie's book, and is thus 
the best route-book, being the most comprehensive, and 
also the latest in point of time. 

Neve's Tourist’s) Guide, (at fefra) which is not 
only handy, but fairly up-to-date, as-it is revised at in- 
rervals of four to five years, is also highly useful as a 
route-book. Full particulars about it, and the other 
works of reference about Kashmir, with charactertsa- 
tions about their utility, are given below, in che first 
section of the bibliography, a perusal of which will 
enable the tourist to draw up his programme, afcer 
knowing the details of the routes to be traversed, and 
obtaining practical information about them. It may 
be added thar the data brought together in this volume, 
supplemented with the information embodied in 
Neve's Towrist’s Guide about routes, should amply 
serve the requirements of the average tourist, or trekker, 

Reference Works (arranged chronologically). 


(1) 1868, Kashmir Handbook. By Dr. J. Ince. 
| The last edition of it was issued, in 
Caleutta, in 1876.. Our of print, 
and long since obsolete, it was the 
first guide-book to Kashmir, in Eng- 
lish, and formed the basis of Duke’s 
Kashmir Handbook (1888), No, 4 

in this lis. 
(2) 1884. Guide for Visitors to Kashmir. By 
| John Collet, Revised, in 1898, by 
Dr, A. Mitra, (Newmans, Calcutta). 
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Out of print and obsolete in prac- 
tical information, bat still useful for 


it’ descriptions. 


(3) 1887, Hints to Fras ellerx in Kashmir. By 


(4) 1888. 


(5) 1894, 


C. F. Gilbert. (Newmans, Cal- 
cutta). Out of print, and obsolete. 


Kashmir Handbook, (based on the 


last, 1876, edition: of Dr: Ince's 
Guide, but remodelled and re-writ- 
ten). By Dr, Joshua Duke. (New 
edition 1903), and also an abridged 
and revised text of it by the same 
editor, 1910; (Thackers, Calcutta). | 
Out of print, superseded in parts, 
and its practical information obso- 
lete, bot still the standard pull 
book—comprehensive, detailed 
descriptive, The (1910) ‘bridned 
edition is preferable to the original 
bulkier edition of 1903, 





The Shorteman’s Vade-Mecum for the 


Himalayas. By "Ki. C. As Jo. 
(Horace Cox, London), Still useful 
for the sportsman, though it would 
be as well to supplement the data 
embodied in it with thos in the 
Kashmir section of Lt.-Colonel R. Hi 
hea In Ouvi? of Gart—No, 12 
nv this list. 


_ (6) 1895, Casbosir En Famille. By Mra, ‘Bur- 


rows {Thackers, Calcutta). Out of 

print, but still useful, as it is a ‘com- 

‘sa and detailed guide to 
se-keeping in Kashmir. 


(7) 1896. 


(8) 1903. 


(9) 1909, 


(10) 1916, 


(11) 19214, 
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.Texritt's and Sportsman's Guide to 


Kaikmir, By Col. A. E. Ward 
(Central Press, Calcutta). Out af 
print, and practically superseded for 
tourists, for whom the 1896 edition 
(the fourth and last) was primarily 
intended, The earlier three editions 
were for sportsmen only, 

Hints on Hill Travelling in Kavbwir. 
By J. C. McDonnell. (Pioneer Press, 
Allahabad). A useful book, even 
naw, to Ae trekker, with detailed 
informacion about camping. But it 
should now be supplemented with the 
more up-to-date information embo- 
died in Barbara Earl's Trekking da 
Kushmir—No, 1¥ in this list. 

Imperial Gavetteer of lndia (Provin- 
cial Series) fame and Kashmir. 
(Calcutta). Contains in a compact 
form much useful information of 
permanent value, though the text is 
now necessarily behind ‘erie! 

Punjab, North-West Frontier Prn- 
vinces and Kashmir. By J]. M. Douie 
(Cambridge University Pres, Lon- 
don). The best geographical hand- 
book on the regions dealt with in 
the velume, and useful for travellers, 

Handy Guide to Kashmir, By M. L 
langar (Star Press, Cawnpore). ‘A 


compact little handbook, which. 


(though out-ofydate, to a ws 
extent) may still be weed with 


, 
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vantage in the absence of an up-to- 
date guide-book, Its first edition 
was dated 1916. : 

(12) 1927, I Quest of Game, By Lt.-Col. 
R. Hi. Tyack, (Thackers, Calcutta): 
The revised edition deale with shoot- 
Ing atrangetients and conditions in 
the whole of North-Western Hima- 
lavas. Useful and informative, Its 
first edition appeared in 1893, under 
the tithe of Tae Sporfeman’y Muatiial. 

(13) 1930, Trekking in Kashmir. By Barbara 
Earl (Civil and Milirary Gazette 
Press, Lahore). Tt not only gives 
details of camp requirements, pro- 
visions, and cost, but also describes: 
several routes, outside the beaten 
tracks. Te is the only fairly up-to- 
date book on trekking in Kashmir, 
and, the earlier one being now more 
or léss our of date, it is the most help- 
ful to trekkers, : 

(14) 1932. Kavgmir Ilustrated. By K. 5; Attei, 
B.A., Srinagar, A compilation of no 
particular merit, being slight and 
sketchy, 

(15) 1932. Kashmir: The Switzerland of Tudia. 
By “Dermoe Norris", (Newmans, 
Calcutta). The author's “name” is 
evidently a pxeudonym. The book 
is mot a general puide-book, but’ it 
gives detailed information about the 
warious forms of sport in Kashmir, 


and no sportsman in or abour the 
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(16) 1933. Handbook for Visitors to Kashmir. 





By J. L. K. Jalali, (The author, Sri- 


nagar, Kashmir), A fairly conipre- 
hensive, and useful, guide-book; but 
rather slight in practical information, 
(17) 1933, A Guide-Book to Gulmarg, By 
Christable Page and Ursula Boyle. 
(Thackers, Bombay). An exceed- 
ingly good hand-book—comprehen- 
sive and well put together, Tt should 
be kept handy by visitors to Guimuarg. 
(18) 1935. Kashmir Guide. By Dr. 5. BK. Atri 
H.A. (The author, Srinagar, Kash- 
mir), First edition 1926; second 


edition 1930, Mainly descriptive, 


but its practical information is rather 


(19) 1938. Towrist's Guide to Kashmir, Ladakh, 
Skardo, By (the lace) Dro A. Neve. 
(Sixteenth edition, Civil and Military 
Gazette Press, Lahore), The handiest 
and best. rouve-guide-book. ‘More 
up-to-date than any other, as ir had 
hitherto appeared in new. editions, 

_every four to five years, revised by 
the author's brother, who had been 
long resident in Kashmir. ‘The dace 
of the first edition is-untraced, but 
the Imperial Library (Calcutta) has 
the third edirion of 1896. It is in 
dispentable to all cravellers borh for 


its outlines of routes, and peed 
be eit 


information, and should 


=. 
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| dy by visitors. to Kashmir 
(20) 1938, Kahu The Land of ‘Cried 
Charms. By R..C. Arora. (Second, 
revieed and enlarged, edition. The 
Unique Literature Publishing Howse, 
Atrauli, Aligarh). The first edition 
appeared in 1933, as New Guide fo 
Kashmir. Te is ‘a useful compilation; 
= both descriptive and sufficiently 


ractical, | 

(21) 1938. Kashmir Guide. By H. M. Kotak. 
(H. M. K. Srinagar, Kashmir). 
Compiled by the All-India Spinners’ 
Association, it is useful, though 
slight, Its main object is to popu- 
larize the arts and crafts in Kashmir 
woollen goods, manufactured under 
the auspices of the Association, for 
which purpose it is of great utility. 
It should be supplemented by the 
Association's Catalogue of Kashmir 
Woollen: (supplied free). 

(22) 1938. Notes for Visitor to Kashmir. (The 
Visitor's Bureau, Srinagar). Supplied 
free, it should be kept handy by all 
travellers in Kashmir, as it is fully i in- 
formative about almost all matters of 
interest to visitors to Kashmir, render- 
ing touring easy and comfortable, and 
usefully supplementing and bringing 
up-to-date the practical information 
given in the guide-books. It con- 
tains full information on the 
following points:—(1) dak bunga- 
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low charges with food tariff, (2) 
rates.of road toll, (3) customs im- 
port and export tariff, (4) rules 
relating to the importation of fire- 
arms, (5) wheel-tax rules and licence 
fees, (6) raves for the hire of house- 
boats, with and withour board, (7) 
scale of monthly wages for servants, 
(9) moormg: site rules and fees, (9) 
camping «site rules and fees, (10) 
tonga and shikara rates, (11) sche- 
dule.of transport rates in and around 
Gulmarg, (12) rates for pony and 
cooly hire, (13) rates of licences for 
fishing and shooting, (14) trout 
waters available during the season, 
(15) notes for big-game hunters and 
anglers, (16) list of big-zame rrullas 
available for shooting, (17) list of 
forest-houses available with rules for 
their occupation, and (18) and 
rules relating to motor cars, It 
thus contains detailed and highly 
useful practical information, indis- 
pensable to visitors to Kashmir. It 
is periodically revised and kept up- 
to-date, Latesr edition issued in 


1945, 

(23) 1938. Kathmir. Compiled by the Director 
Visitor's Bureau, and cheaply priced. 
ft ivan. illustrated und d bcriptive 
handbook, and is complementary to 
the Nofes for Visitors fo Kas/unir, 
No, 22. The two books are indis- 
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for reference. 

(24) 1938. Murray s Handbook jor India: Section 
"Kushmir’, Fifteenth edition, (John: 
Murray, 50 Albemarle Street, Lon- 
don, W.). Presencs in a few 
an excellent compendium of useful 
and reliable infornfation, hie is 
generally up-to-date, since the book 
is very carefully revised ac intervals 
of four ta five years, Tt is, however, 
intended mainly for the hurried 


tourist bent on “doing” Kashmir in - 


a short time, and not for the leisured 
tourist, trekker, or the sportsman, 

(25) 1940, Kathmir, Ladakh and Gilgit, By 
R. CG. Arora. (The Unique Litera- 

ture Publishing House, Atrauli, Ali- 
garh). A fairly comprehensive and 
up-to-date tourist's manual to the 
three provinces named in the title 
of the book, which is also illustrated 
and furnished with five maps. Bur 
the practical information is rather 
sketchy. 

(26) 1942-43. Kashonie: The Playground of ~ 
Asie. By Sachchidananda ‘Sinha. 
(Ram Narain Lall, Allahabad). 
Compendious in furnishin practical 
information—which: is lly oe 
date, being abreast the 
changes in Kashmir canbe raise 
comprehensive in sen in its 
wide range and scope | 
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Matters of interest to visitors to 
Kashmir, this book is at once a guide- 
book to travellers, and a handbook 
of descriptive sketches of the various 
scenes and sights of Kashmir. Apart 
from these, its cwo other distinctive 
features: are an almost exhaustive 

| bibliography of books, in English, 
relating to Kashmir, and a carefully- 
compiled directory of general infor- 
mation. A second pdition <ire=- 
fully overhauled, judiciously en- 
larged and revised, and with és text 
systematically re-modelled and re- 
arranged—appeared in 1943, 

(B) Descriptive Works relating to Kashmir 
PRELIMINARY NoTE 


Descriptive literature, relating to Kashmir, 
is abundant. The standard works 
are indicated and characterized in 
a bibliographies in an nea 

which (it is hoped) will be helpfu 

alike to travellers and. residents in 

Kashmir. Chronological bibliogra- 

phies of standard |iteracure relating 

to Kashmir travel—other rhan the 
reference works printed above—are 
appended. Some of these books may 
be borrowed from the library of the 

Srinagar Club, by the members of 

that institution, a. copy of the rules 

and by-laws of which should he 
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obtained from the Secretary. But it 
should be distinctly understood thar 
the books catalogued do- not include 
those general works of Indian 
travel which also deal with Kash- 
mir, though the rule has been 
occasionally departed from, when it 
was felt it should be done, in Tiew 
of the intrinsic merit of the portion 
relating to Kashmir. Nor do. these 
liete claim to be exhaustive, though 
they are comprehensive enough. 


Pre-Nineteenth Century 


(1) 1672-1726, Bernier, Fancous. Travels fim 
India: Containing a series of Letters ~ 
concerning bis Journey to Kashmir 

' in Awrangzed’y Suite. Edited by 
Archibald Constable (1891); second 
edition, revised by Vincent Smith 
(Oxford University Press, London, 
1914). 

The first Europeans to visit Kashmir were 
the Jesuit priests—Portuguese and 
Italian—who accompanied Akbar, 

in 1897. The French physician, 
Bernier, who accompanied Aurang-' 
veh (in 1664) was, however, the 
first European to record his mmpres- 
song of Kashmir, which he did, in 
his own language, in a series of letters, 
which were first published, in. Paris, 
in 1671. They appeared, in English, 
for the first time, in 1672, In 1826 
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was issued Irving Brock's new trans 
lation, which has formed the basis for 
all subsequent editions, The best of 
these was that edited and issued by 
Mr. Archibald Gonstable (in 1891), 
a second and revised edition of which 
—by Dr. Vincent Smith—was pub- 
lished in 1914, Though Berniee’s 
account is now centuries old, the 
book is still justly regarded as a 
classic amongst works eae to 
Kashmir. The sketch is a delightful 
and instructive narrative of the Great 
Moghul’s stately progress, and a 
charming description of a beautiful 
country by a very experienced 
French "man of affairs". Bernier’s 
is the only standard work «in Kash- 
mir, of those issued before the nine- 
teenth century, and it is not only 
the best account we have of the visit 
of a Moghal Emperor, but also of , 
the condition of Kashmir in the 
latter half of the seventeenth 
century. | 
(2) 1785. Forster's Letters: A Journey from 
Bengal to Se. Petershurgh, 
This book offers a vivid account of the 
state of tyranny that prevailed in 
Kashmir during the Pathan regime. 


N—Ninetecuih Century 


(1) 1#17, Moore, Thomas Lalla Rookb: A 
Porm. Moore's well-known poem 


( 49 ) 





appellation as “the land of Lalla 
Rookh", which is the title of a book 
by an Indian traveller and is No, 20 
in the Twentieth Cenrury list. The 
poem is justly regarded as an essen= 
tal ivem of the Kashmir tourist's 

’ book equipment. Only the last 
section of the poem deals with Kash- 
mir. One of the handies pocket 

* editions of the poem is issued by 
Gearge Routledge (London). The 
work is graceful in style, bright and 
luscious in colouring, occasionally 
over-sentimental, and theatrical in 
incidents and dialogues, bur un- 
broken in narrative interest. Its 
chief attraction to the Kashmir tour- 
ists lies in its graphic and vivid des 
criptions of some of the senes and 
sights in and around Srinagar. Its 
lines and stanzas have been frequent- 
ly exploited by writers on Kashmir 
as suitable mottos for their deserip- 
tive sketches, and have been so used 

a in this book also. | 

(2) 1834. Jacquemont, Victor. Letters from 
India: Describing a Journey in India, 
Tibet and Kashmir. Two vols. 
(Churton, London). Jacquement’s 
book is justly regarded « classic on 
the countries he travereed. Though 
more than a century old, it & till 
not only interesting but informative. 
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(3) 1841, Mboreeroft. W., and Trebeck, G. 
Travels in the Himalayan Proviness 
(1819-35) Two Vols: Illustrated. 
Edited by H. H. Wilson, (John 
Murray, London). 

The portion dealing with Kashmir is in 
the second volume. The character- 
ization, made above, of Jacquemont’s 
book, is equally applicable to it 

(4) 1842. Vigne, G, T. Travel jn Kashosir, 
Ladek, Isherdu 1835-9), Two 
1842, 

Vigne’s Trawels,—though badly arrang- 
ed and discursive—is still deservedly 
regarded as one of the standard and 
mot important works on Kashmir, 
as he knew the yalley intimately, It 
may be safely said that what Vigne 
did nor know of Kashmir, was not 
worth knowing, at that time. 

(5) 1845. Hugel, Freih, Carl) A. A. Tratiels in 
Kastusir and. the Punjab. Trans- 
lated from. German, (Petheram, 
London). | 

Hugel’s book belongs to the game class 
as the three mentioned above. The 
above four books (Nos 2 to §) are 
still jostly regarded ax standard works 
relating to Kashmir, Of the four 
Jacquemont and Hugel were of 
scientific turn of mind, while Vigne 
is the most informative and interest- 


rm | ing to the general reader, Moor- 


(6) 1852. 


(7) 1853. 


(8) 1854. 


(9) 1960. 


(10) 1863. 
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croft and Trebeck are good all round. 

Honiberger, J. M. Thirty-five years 
in the East. (London; also Lepage, 

cura). 

Includes Kashmir; interesting, but 
sketchy, The above five authors— 
Jacquemont, Moorecroft and Tre- 
beck, Vigne, Hugel, and Honigber- 
Samy also waluable for the Sikh 


Schonberg, B. E. Travels in India 
and = = Kashmir, Translated from 
Ge — auntie eae 

The Kashmur ion is slight, ai com~- 
pared with the rest of the book; 
but it is eminently readable. 

Hervery, Mrs. Adventures of a Lady 
in Tartary, Tibet, China and Kash- 
mir. (Hope, London). 

A very readable account of journeys 
in the four countries mention¢d in 
the title of the book. 

Adams Dr, A. L. Wandering of « 
Naturalist in India, the Western 
Himalayas and Kashmir, (Second 
edition, 1867. Edmonstone and 
Douglas, Edinburgh). 

Of special interest to maturalista, as it 
is more scientific than popular or 
descriptive; but it is even now of 
utility to for whom it was 

O’Torrens, Lt.-Col. H. D. Travels 
in Ladakh, Tartary and Kashmir. 
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(Second edition, Saunders, London). 
retains interest, | | 

(11) 1863. Knight John. Disry of # Pedestrian 
in Kashmir and Tibet. (Richard 
Bentley, London). Oe 

An admirably-written and a delight- 
ful record of a walking tour. A 
classic in the literature relating to 
trekking in Kashmir, in spite of the 
very great changes brought about in 
trekking methods in Kashmir durin 
the later nineteenth and recs 
centuries, 

(12) 1874. Letters from India wad Kathmir, 
Wrilten in 1870. (George Bell, 
London), . 

The Kashmir portion of this anony- 
mous book is-rather sketchy, and’ it 
cannot be said to be an important 
publication amongst works. relating 
to Kashmir, ' . 


(13) 1875. Drew, Frederick: The Jamme and’ 


Kashmir Territories: with maps and 
plates. (Stanford, London). 

4 systematic and an encyclopaedic work 
on the geography, topography, ethno 
logy, ethnography ond languages of 
Jammu and Kashmir, with detailed 
descriptions of, and routes in, the 
Various areas makin up the State,. 
der ped i it is still ef 
utility and value. author fe I 





lished, in. 1877,.a popular, abridged, — 
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edition of it, which wu handier. It is 
No. 16 in this list. 
(14) 1875. sos a 3 -Maj. H. W. Kashmir 
(Trubner, London). 
A esata of 4 journey in 1873-4, which 
| makes interesting reading, even now. 
(1S) 1875. Wilson, A. The Abode of Snow, 
(Blackwoods, Landon, Second edi- 
non, L876). 
A famous work in the literature of 
descriptive travel in the Himalayas. 
The chapters devoted to Kashmir are 
few, but (like the rest of the book) 
they are exceedingly well written, 
and make delightful reading. 
(16) 1877. Drew, Frederick. The Nort Bar~ 
rier of India, (Stanford, London), 
A popular account of the Jamo and 
Kashmir territories, abridged from 
the author's larger work—No. 13 
in this list. ) 
(17) 1877. Lambert, C. A Trip éo Kashmir and 
eer Illustrated. (King, Lon-. 
n) 
A descriptive work of no mean order, 
we interesting. 


(18) 1879. akeficld, Dr. W. The Happy 
"Valley. ilustrated. (Sampson Low, 
London), 


A descriptive account of a Kashmir 
tour, in 1875, on the beaten tracks; 
_ sketchy, but interesting. 
{19} 1879. Murray-Aynsley, Mrs; Our Visi? #o 
= Kastmir, Hindustan and Ladakh, 
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(H. 'W. Allen, London). 
A highly readable and interesting. 
AoC t. 
(20) 1884. Wardle, Sir Thomas, Kashmir (Lon- 
don.) 


More a scientific treatise on the Kash- 
mir silk industry than a descriptive 
account, and, as such, of permanent 
Value and great utility to those in- 
terested in the development and ex- 
pansion of Kashmir silk industry. 
(See page 580). | 

(21) 1886. Boys, H.S. Seoevn Hundred Mies in 

Slight and sketchy, bur well written 
and interesting, 

(22) 1887. Temple, Sir Richard. Journals Kept 
in Hyderabad, Kashmir, Sikkim and 
Nepal, (H. W. Allen, London). 

sree from the oe aaa of 

us journeys to and in Kashmir, per- 
formed between 1859 and 1871, the 
value of which is enhanced by a. 
long introduction, giving general 
information. The descriptive sket- 
ches. make mteresting reading, even 
now, 

(23) 1893. Knight, EF, Where TAree Ens pires 
Meet. [llustrated (Longmans, Lon- 
don; new edition, 1895}, 

A lively and Etaphic narrative of travel 
(in 1891-2) in Kashmir, Baltistan, 
Ladakh, Gilgit, and che adjacent 


* 
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countries, including a visit to the 
Western Tibet. The account of 
Hunza-Nagar campaign of 13891 (in 
which the author took part as a 
volunteer) is specially useful. The 
Kashmir sketches are delightful, 
being brilliantly written. 

(24) 1893. Gordon, J.D. Work and Play in 

| India and Kashmir. (Eden, KReming- 
ron, London). | 

The Kashmir portion of the book ts 
rather slight, but well written, 

(25) 1895. Lawrence, Walter. The Valley of 
Katdmir.  —‘Uhistrated. (Henry 
Frowde, London). 

An encyclopedic and eminently read- 
able work of lasting value, forming 
the record of gan attempe by the 
Settlement Commissioner of the 
State to attack corruption, and 
cleanse an administration notorious, 
at that time, for dishonesty to the 
ruler and cruelty to che ruled. The 
scope of Ins hook is- comprehensive, 
and it may justly be said of it thar 
what one does not know of Kashmir 
after studying it, is not wth 
knowing, as it is the best general 
description of the land and the peo- 
ple. Though parts of it are obsolete, 
it is still the ome standard and 
authoritative work on modern 


Kashmir, which is indispensable 
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(26) 1896. Eckenstein, Oscar. The Karako- 


(27) 1896. 


(28) 1900. 


(29) 1900, 


rams and Kashmir. (Fisher Un- 
win, London). 


The author was for a time attached to 


Sir Martin Conway's expedition, But 
lis book, containing extracts from 
his diaries, is sketchy, and is of not 
much value, so far as Kashmir is 
concerned. 

“Dry-as-Dust.” A Geatle Ramlile 
about Kashmir. (Privately printed). 


This little beok is anonymous 4 


round—in not disclosing either the 
name of its author, or where it was 
printed or published. Bur though 
slizhr, it makes interesting reading. 
Neve, Dr, Arthur. Picturesque 
ie es IHustrated. (Sands, Lon- 


Written by one of the greatest autho- 


rities on Kashmir, after he had 
spent nearly twenty years in the 
Happy Valley. It is mot a rd 
of travel, bur a urely descriptive 
work, dealing with the picturesque 
sapere both of Kashmir and some 
of its outlying regions, Trs scope 
is comprehensive, and the treatment 
delightful. Tt is illustrated, on 2 
lavish scale, by numerous full-plate 
reproductions of Sir Geoffrey Mil- 
ass beautiful photographs, 
Arbuthnot, A. A Trip fo Kashmir. 
(Thackers, Calcutta), 
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A shore descriptive account of more 


than one journey made. to and in 
Kashmir. The introductory chap- 
ter, dealing with practical informa- 
tion, is now. obsolete, but the des- 
eriptive portion is still interesting. 


1t.—Tweratieth Century. 


(1) 1902, Doughty, Marion. Afoot through 


(2) 1904. 


(3) 1906. 


ihe Valley of Kashmir. Illustrated. 
(Sands, London). 


Though the practical information in 


the introduction is now out-of- 
date, it ts nonetheless an exceed- 
ingly well-written book, conssting 
mainly of word-pictures of the 
scenes and sights of Kashmir, 
Morison, Margaret. A Lonely Sum- 
wer in Kashmir, Tlustrated. (Duck- 
worth, London). 


Record of a tour in 1901, the book 


well written arid makes pleasant read- 
ing. The appendix dealing with 
practical information about Kashmir 
travel, is now obsolete. But the 
book 1% quite interésting for its des- 
eriprive sketches. 

Walter de li Mare. The Romantic 
East, Burma, Assam and Kashmir. 
(Blacks, London}. 


The Kashmir portion, though shght 


and sketchy, is brilliantly written, 
and will repay perusal. 
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(4) 1907. Swinburne, T. R. A Holiday in the 
Happy Valley. Thusteated, (Smith, 
Eider, London} . 

A well-kept journal of boating and 
camping in Kashmir, writren day by 
day, and issued alone with excellent 
sketches in colour, done on the spot, 
Altogether, one of the best deserip- 
tive works on the bearen tracks in 
Kashmir, though the practical infor- 
mation is now of little utility. 

(5) 1908. Pirie, P. Kashmir: The Lewd and 
Streams and Solitudes. Plates. (Lane, 
London ). 

A rather unwieldy book, due to the 
twenty-five large plates in colour, 
and upwards.of one hundred black- 
and-white illustrations, These are 
not only excellent but are, in fact, 
far more important that the letter- 
press, which they -are intended to 
illustrate, 

(6) 1909. Younghusband, Sir Francis, Kasbredr. 
(Blacks, London). 

One of the bese books on modern. 
Kashmir, the letter-press—which is 
equally instructive and interesting 
—being from the pen of the then 
Britsh Resident in Kashmir, illus- 


paintings by Major Molyneaux, ‘The 
practical information in’ the earlier 
chapters js now out-of-date, but the 
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main text, and the pictures, make it 

a splendid work, which merits care- 
| | ful perusal. | 
(7) 1909. Parbury, Florence. The Emerald Set 

with Pearls. (Simpkin, Marshall, 


London}. 

Beyond all doubs the heaviest, bulkiest 
and unwieldiest book on Kashmir. 
The letter-press dealing with “the 


reminiscences of travel in Kashmir” 
is cast into the shade by the many 
superb illustrations. It also con- 
tains the full text of Thomas Moore's 
Lalla Rookb, with much matter of 
interest. in connection with that 
famous poem. 
(8) 1910, Hochberg, F. Am Eastern Voyage, 2 
Vols. (London). 
The portion dealing with Kashmur 1s 
eminently readable. 
9) 1911, Etherton, P. T. Across the Roof of 
the Werld. (London). | 
The Kashmir portion is slight and 
| sketchy. | 
(10) 1912. Neve, Earnest, F. Beyond the Pir 
Penjal: Life Among the Mountains 
and Valleys of Kashmir. (Fisher 
Unwin, London). 
Written by brother of (the late) Dr. 
Arthur Neve—author of Picturetque 
Kashmir, No. 28 in the Nineteenth 
Century lise—Dr, Ernest Neve also 
isa highly qualified authority on 
Kashmir, and hie work is a valuable 
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one, Ie describes Kashmir ae whole, 
and sets forth, in g compact farm, 
the great varioty of interest in the 
country, and the chief characteristic 
of the outlying walleys and their in- 
habitants, Jr useful y supplements 
Picturesque Kashmir, ly his brother, 
(11) 1912, Shoemaker, A, A, Indian Pages and 
Pictures. (Putnams, London). 
An American view of the scenes and 
sights of Kashmir: interesting but 


sketchy, 
(12) 1993, Neve, Arthur, Thirty Years in 
) Kashmir, (Edward Arnold, Lon- 


Kashmir, it is the work of an 
acknowledged authority. But it is. 
mainly autobiographical, and deals 


lying valleys and ranges, farther 
than in the valley of Kachmir it- 
vel f, 

(13) 1914. Pictorial Kashmir, By Gaya Prasad 


. Singh, (Behari Press, Patna), 
Descriptive and also practical—bur 


the practical information i¢ now 
out of date. 
(14) 1915, Burce, Mrs, C. G. Kashmir, Tihge 
trated. (Blacks, London), 
A slight, popular, sketch (with twelve 
full page ilhtstrations in colour by 
. Major Molyneux), it is not 4 book of. 


(15) 1915. 


(16) L915. 


(17) 1919. 


(18) 1920. 
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travel, bur a descriptive account, 
which is interesting. 

Denys Dr. F. Ward, Onr Sunemer 
in: the Vale of Kashmir, Ulastrated. 
(James William Bryan Press, Wash- 
ington, U.S, A.). 


This first American book on Kashmir 


is distinctly good, being well written 
and interesting. Its special feature 
ig an attempt at being both “singe & 
tive and informative. But the 
practical information embodied in it 
is now, to a large extent, obsolete 
In spite of it the book is even now 
useful to tourists in Kashmir, and i 
besides eminently readable. * 

Enriquaz, C..M. (Capt,). Te Realm 
of the Gods, (Thackers, Calcutta). 


An interesting record of travel experi- 


ences in Kashmir, and also the neigh- 
bouring regions in the Himalayas. A 
yery informative book. 

Candler, Edmund, On the Edge of 
the World. (Cassell, London). 


The book is a collection of nine casual 


sketches, of which five only deal! with 
certain aspects of om in ene 
» have no special recommenda- 
Kai in we than that of being from 
the pen of a brilliant journalist. 
They are excellent journalese, but 
scarcely literature. 
O'Connor, V. & Scott, The Charm 
of Kutlmir. (Longmans, London). 
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Mr. ‘V. S. Scott O'Connor is a remark- 
able word-paincer, His bulky and 





unportable, but exceedingly well- 
written book, beautifully illustrated 


in colours, is a series of glowing pen- 
pictures, vividly portraying the 
scenes and sights of Kashmir, Thus 
in the literature relating to the 
Happy Valley, Mr. Scott O'Connor's 
book is, in prose, what Moore's Lalla 
Rooks is in verse. As it has suCcESS- 
fully captured the charms of the 
beauty-spors of Kashmir, it has no 
rival in its own sphere. 

(19) 1920. Petroeokino, A. Ca:boir. (Long- 

A descriptive and well-illustrated work 

dealing with the superficial aspects of 
life in Kashmir, ‘The illustrations 
arc perhaps more attractive than the 
letter-press, which is slight. | 

(20) 1921. Wadia, A.S:N. In the Land of 
Lalla Rookb. (Dent, London). 

The only notable book on Kashmir, in 

English, written by an Indian, The 
author—a distinguished scholar and 
an experienced, world-wide traveller 
—has delineated in it graphically the 
beauty of the Happy Valley, and 
brought to bear upon the narrative 
of his experiences not only a rich and 
rare scholarship, bur also culture of 
a high order, 

(21) 1921. B. L. ‘Brown, Camera Shiker im 
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Kashmir, (The Times of India 

A descriptive record of “'the wander- 
ings of an artist with camera, brush. 
and pen,” and written in a light and, 
at times, in a frivolous vein, It is well 
illustrated, with excellent reproduc- 
tion of photographs. It should par- 
ticularly appeal to photographers, 

(22) 1922. Biscoe, C. E. Tyndale. bmn in 
| Sunlight and Shade. Tilustrated, 
(Secley, London). | 

Written by one long connected with 
the progress of education in Kashmir, 
this illustrated volume js an excellent 
description of the beauties of the 
country, the life and habits of 1s 
people, and an account of thei 
gradual but steady uplift from 
serfdom and servitude to citizenship, 
through the medium of education. 

(23) 1927, Samsar Chand Kou. A Holiday 
Trip in Kaibmir. (K. P. Steam 
Press, Srinagar). 

An illustrated = description of a tour 
from Pahaleam (via Wardwan to 
Kargil) containing, amongst other 
things, an account of birds mer with 
on the route. The substance of this 
book has been incorporated by the 
author in his Beaxfiful Valleys of 
Kashmir (ut infra, No. 34 in this 


list). | 
(24) 1927. Modi, Dr. Jivanji Jamshedji. Asiatic 


(25) 1928. 


26) 1929, 


(27) 1979, 
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Press, Bombay). 


Tt has a learned paper on "The Moghul 


Emperors at Kashmir”, which js 
highly interesting, containing several 
extracts, from old writers, on the 
many charms of Kashmir. 


authority on Kashmir, 

Milne, James. The Road fo Kash- 
mir. (Hodder and Stoughton, Lon- 
don). 


A purely descriptive work recording 


he author's experiences on the 
eeeen, tracks in ape As the 
title of the book implies, only a part 
of the narrative is devoted to Kash- 
mir, the rest to "the road" co it, But 
the Kashmir portion ix a series of * 
glowing word-pictures, which make. 
most delightful reading, 
Chalmers, M. H. A Walking Tour 
Through the Heart of the Himalayas 
and Middle Tibet. (Pioneer Press, 
Allahabad}. 


A work. giving a narrative of the expe- 


rience of a pedestrian, gathered in 
the course of a long jour of 
several hundred miles, through the 
north-western. Himalayas and Cen- 
tral Tibet. ‘There isin it great deal 
of useful practical information, 


(28) 1930. 


(29) 1930. 
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which is even now fairly up-to-date, 
and which will be of great utility to 
the pedestrian tourist in the regions 
traversed by the author, 

“Tatters". The Diary of « Dog: 
Three Months in Kashmir. (Cecil 
Palmer, Londen), 


This, in a sense, is 2 unique book in the 


whole of the literature relating to 
Kashmir. [It is a pre-war book, 
written by “M"—<sister of “our 
own", a military officer killed during 
the exeat war. Brother and sister 
visited Kashmir, accompanied by 
their favourite dogs, Rags and Tat- 
ters, the latter a lady. The narrative 
purports to interpret the psychology 
of Tatters; hence the chief value of 
book lies in its being more large- 
ly a study in animal psychology than 
a sketch of the scenes of Kashmir, 
All the same, it is highly interesting. 


T. W.H. Kashmir Cameos, (EL 
W. Cave and Co. Colombo). 
Fight interesting and well-written 


sketches of various aspects of Kash- 
mir scenes and sights, 


(30) 1931. oe E. F. Neve. TAings Seen in 


shmir. (Seeley, Service and Co., 
London). 


A descriptive account, with illustra- 


tions and a sketch map, written by an 
acknowledged authority, this handy 
and popular‘work should appeal to 
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a large circle of readers interested in 


es 

(31) 1933, Manohardass Kanramal. My Trip 
fo the Happy Valley of Kashmir. 
Illustrated. (The Imperial Stores, 
Kasur). 

Slight and sketchy, but unpretentious. 

(32) 1937. A Freelance in Kashmir. By G. F. 
MeMunn. (Arnold, London), 

An excellent descriptive sketch of 
great interest. 

(33) 1941. The Unity of Iitdia. By Jawaharlal 
Nehru (Lindsay Drummond, Lon- 
dan), 

This collection includes the author's 
sketches of Kashmir, which are des- 
ecriptive and instructive. 

(34) 1342. Samsar Chand Koul, Beawtifal Val- 
leys of Kashmir, (K.P. Steam Press, 
Srinagar). 

Though a private diary it is of interest 
to the general reader; as it includes 
excellent information on macural his- 
tory, especially botany, and also on 
some interesting routes, accompanied 
hy apheseat tae et yan 
with excellent photographs, and two- 
coloured ade af Kashmir flowers. 
It incorporates (as noted above) che 
substance of the author's carlier 
work, called A Holiday Trip in Kash- 
wir, (ut supra, No. 23, in this list). 
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“(C) Literature of Mountaineering and Sports 


(1) 1860. 


Partimixany. Nore 
In this section has been arranged, in 


chronological order, the literature 
relating to sports in Kashmir, mainly 
mountaineering and 1OOLINg. Al- 
most all the works of importance 
are likely to be found in-the list. 
Except H. Z. Darrah's Sport in the 
Highlends of Kashmir (No, 8 in the 
list) which gives practical informa- 
tion—the usefulness of which now is 
noticed in the characterisation ap- 
pended to it—the other books are 
mainly descriptive. For pb 
information about sports in Kas : 
the sportsman or sportswoman should, 
therefore, obtain the requisite infor- 
mation from the reference works 
catalogued in Section A of this bib- 
liography, as well as from the lists 
of books printed in the various sec- 
tions, in the body of the texr, dealing 
with special subjects, 
“Mountaineer”, A Summer Rumble 
in the Himaliyas, (Hurst and 
Blackett, London). 





One of the classics of mountaineering 


in the Kashmir Himalayas, and the 
Ras work on the subject it deals 
Wilh. 
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(2) 1862, Brickman, Arthur, The Rifle in 
Karomir, (Smuth, Elder; London), 
One of the earliest works on shooting 
experiences in Kashmir, it is soll ex- 
cellent reading for the sportsman, 
(3) 885, Kihloch, Gen. A. Large Game Shoot- 
ingin the Tibet and North-Wesé 
Himalayas.  (Thackers, Calcutta: 
reprinted in 1892). 
A well-known and standard work on 
big game shooting in the Kashmir 
Himalayas. 
(4) 1894, Macintyre, Maj-Gen. D:. Hiwda- 
Koh; Wanderings and Sport in anal 
Beyond Himalayas. (Blackwoods, 
London; new edition, 1901). 
ft shares with General Kinloch’s book 
(uf supra) the position of a standard 
work on the subject it deals with, — 
(5) 1994. Martin-Conway, W. Climbing and 
Exploration in the Kerakornm Hima- 
layas. (Fisher Unwin, London). 


It shares with No. 1 in this list, the 
position of a classic an the subject 


of Himalayan mountaineering, 


Written by 4 vice-president af the 
Alpine Club, it is a diary of an ex- 


pedition, in 1892, to che mountains 
of North Kashmir, for the purpose 
of exploring and surveying, ‘The 
highest point reached was ahout 


25,000 feet above sea-level, and the. 


climbs included several pe ks never 
before visired by a Eu ey aid 


bi | 


( 363 ) 


(6) 1896. Stone,S. J. In end Beyond pen 
lwyas, (Rowland Ward, Londor 
An excellent work on. hitl-climbing 
on the North-Western Himalayan 


ranges. 
(7) 1836. "Single Barrel", Rambles in Kashmir. 
Part l only appeared. (Pioneer Press, 
Allahabad). 
An excellent record of sport in the 
Kashmir valleys. 
(83 1998. Darrah, H. Z, Sport iw the Highlands 
of Kashinir, (Rowland Ward, Lon- 


don 

The bec book: on the whole, on sport 
in Kashmir, Written by a member 
of the Indian Civil Service, and a keen 
and saantensar nadie the nar 
rative is vivid and, at places thrilling, 
There is also in it much practical 
information on sport, which mae 
now largely out of ele is still 
to be useful to the : 

(9) 1901. Workman, F. B. an Vv. HL Im the 
Ice World of the Himalayay (1898~ 
99). Illustrated. (Fisher Unwin, 
London). | 

The record of two summer wanderings 
in the higher regions of the Hima- 
Jayas, from Srinagar as the sts 

hac Zurbriggen, the itt pri 








scosieanted the authors on the 
second expedition. Siegfriedhorn 
(18,600 ), Mount Bullock 






Workman (19,450 feet), and Koser 


24 
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Gunge (21,000 feet) were ascended 
for the first time; It is thus one of 
the classics of Kashmir mountaineer- 


ing. 
(10) 1902, Ronaldshay (Earl of), Sports amd 
Politics Under an Fasivrn Shy. Thus- 
trated. (Blackwoods, London). 
in two parts: (1) an account of a 
journey after game to Kashmir, the 
valley of upper waters of the Indus, 
and the borders of Tibet; and (2) 
an account of the route from Quetta 
through Baluchistan to Sistan, and 
thence 2#z., Persia—from February, 
1899 to March, 1901. A very well- 
written and a highly interesting 


work, 
(11) 1903. Taylor, Maj. Neville. [Bex Shooting 
on the Himalayas. Illustrated. 
(Sampson, Low, London). 
A good book on sport in the Hima- 


layas, 
(12) 1903. Freshfield, Douglas W. Round Kang. 
(henninga: Mountain Travel anal 
Exploration, (Arnold, London). 
This volume describes the first journey 
made by Europeans round Kangchen- 


climbers and men of science”. 

(13). 1906. Eardley-Wilmot, S. Notes on a Tour 
in the Forevts of Jammn and Kashmir. 
(Calcutta). 

Of special incerest to those interested 
in the forests of the largest Indian 
Stare. 

(14) 1908. Workman, F. B. and W, H. Ice- 
Bound Heights of the Mustagh, 
ustrared, (Constable, London). 

The anly important work dealing with 
mountaineering in the SBaltistan 
Himalayas, and surveying two seasons 
of pioneer exploration, and “hi 
climbing, in that region. 

(1s) 1909, Workman, F. B. and W. H, Peaks 
aud Glaciers of Nun Kun: (Cans- 
table, Londen), 

The expedition described in this book 
was made in 1906. The Nun Kun 
group of mountains js about @ 
hundred miles east of Srinagar, in the 
province of Suru, south-west of 
Ladakh, and North-West of Koskar. 
All the works of Dr, and Mra. Wark- 
man are standard treatises, and of 
great importance on Himalayan 
mountaindering. 

(16) 1909. Mumm, A. L, Five Months in the 

Himalaye: Mountain chit in Barb. 
(Arnold, London). 
Apurdly “climbing” book (by a former 
lonorary #ecretary of the Alpine 


(17) 1910. 


(18) 1970, 


(19) 1910. 





panoramas. 
Bruce, C, G. Twenty Years in the 
Himalayas (Arnold, London). 

An illustrated record of mountaineer= 
ing from Bhotan and Sikkim, to the 
Karakoram ranges. A very interest~ 
ing account by a military officer, ane 
of the pioncers of Himalayan 
mountaineering, The — districts 
mainly described are Nepal, Sikkim, 
eer Tha Paste re gy Surt, 
Gilgit, Baltistan, Chilas, Nanga 
Parbat, and Chitral—a very larte 
area, indeed. 

Eardly-Wilmot, 5. Forest Life and 
Sport in India, Thustraced. (Ar- 


nold, London). 
An excellent book on sport in the 
Himalayas, 


Kennion, KR. L, oe and Life in 
the Further Hima aya. 
(Blatkwoods, London). 

Of the same type-as the standard works 
of General Kinloch and Major 


General Macintyre—Nos, 3 ee 


in the list. 


Illustrated. 


—_ | 
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(20) 1910. Koenigsmacch, Maj, H. V. Count. 

| The Markbor: Sport in Casbmir. 
[lustrated. Translated. from Ger- 
man. (Kegan Paul, London). 

A good book by a German sportsman on 
iis shooting experiences (in 1905), 
in Kashmir, and the outlying valleys, 
especially of shooting Markhor, 

(21) 1912. Stebbing, E. P. Stalks in the Hime- 

| layas, (Lane, London). 

An illustrated record, based om the 
author’s notes of his sporting ex- 
periences in the Himalayas. Highly 
Intercsing. 

(22) 1913. Houghton, H.L. Sport and Folklore 

in the Himalayas. (Arnold, Lon- 
don). 
Though of the same class as Bruce's 
Twenty Years in the Himalayes, or 
Brainstather's Sport and Nature tn 
the Hinalayas—Nos. 17 and 24 m 
this lissc—it is the only book dealing 
with Himalayan folklore, and, as 
such, merits attention. 

(23) 1918, Rothfeld, Orta. With Pen and Rifle 
in Kusbmir. (Taraporewala, Borm- 
bay.) 

A graphic account of the author's 
sporting experiences, illustrated with 
pictures ‘drawn by himself, 

(24) 1923. Brainsfather,P.R, Sport and Nature 
in the Himalayas. (Harrison, Lon- 
don). 
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Very well written, it makes excellent 


reading. 
(25) 1924. Whistler, Hugh. Im the High Hima- 
layas. (Witherby, London), 
A good book on sports in the north= 
western Himalayan ranges. | 
(26) 1925. Burrard, G, Hig Gane Hunting in 


Himalayas ond Tibet. (Jenkins, 


London). 


One of the standard works on big game 


shooting in the Himalayas. 

(27) 1952, Filippi, E, de. The Lalian Ex pedi- 
fion fo the Himaleya, Karakoram, 
ond Eastern Turkestan, (Arnold, 
Lins Jon). 7 

It is 4 magnificent worl by one of 
oad, pero mountaineers and 
kpiorers, and gives a general account 
el ootug the most fruirful expedi- 
tions of the twentieth century, Ir 
has been cha up to date in the 
sight bs Dainelli’s work in 1930, x2) 
includes a good summary of  ¢ 
scientific results: This record af 
travel and sojourn in one of the 
most difficult regions of the world 
is illustrated by splendid photo- 
graphs, numbering three hundred, 
besides four maps, several eo "et 
Plates, and fifteen panoramas. Truly 
4 monumental work on the subject 
deale with, 
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(D) Bibliographies of some Special Subjects: 
(7) ARCHITECTURE AND GARDENING 


(1) 1848. Cunningham. (Sir) A. An Essay on 
the Arian Order of Architecture as 
Exhibited in the Temples of Kasb- 
mir. (Journal of the Asiatic Society 
Bengal; Calcutta; September issue). 

A classic on the subject it deals with, 
and still valuable. 

(2) 1869. Cole H. H. Illustrations of Ancient 
Building: in Kashmir. (Landon). 

Though the archzology of Kashmir has 
been deale with by several authors, 
Cole's book is a well-illustrated trea- 
tise, which is justly regarded as 
authoritative. It merits careful study 
by all interested in Kashmir monv- 
ments. 

(3) 1874. Growse, T. 8. Architecture of Kash- 
mir. (Transactions of K 
Asiatic Society of London). 

An excellent descriptive sketch, extracts 
from which are given in Dr. Arthur 
Neve’s Towris#’s Guide, where they 
they may be studied. 

(4) 1913. Seuart, Mrs. Villiers. The Gardens of 
the Great’ Moghuls. (Blacks, Lon- 
don), 

A fascinating and well-illustrated trea- 
tise on a highly interesting subject. 
Deals not aly with the gardens built: 
by the Great Moghuls at Agra, Delhi, 
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and Lahore, bur also with those in 
Kashmir, No visitor to Kashmir 
ean do without ir 
(5) 1933. Kak, Ram Chandra—Ancien? Monn- 
ments of Kashmir. (The India 
Society, 5 Victoria Street, London). 
An up-to-dte, lavishly-illustrated, and 


systematic treatise on the subject. 


Tt is an excellent guide for visitors, 
and should be kept handy by all 
travellers in ed in sada the 
wonderful architectural monuments 


(6) 1935. Anand Koul—Archvrological Remains 


in Kashmir. (Mercantile Press, 
Lahore}, 

An excellent, handy, and useful c ra 
pendium of information about the 
monuments in Kashmir, Written 
by an expert, 

(#) GrocrarHy anp History 
(1) 1924. Anand Koul. The Kashmiri Pandit, 
(Thackers, Calcutta). 

Pull of historic details, and giving much 
sound information of great interest 
and value, it usefully supplements 





geographical and historical works nee 


hmir. Tt is a meritorious work, 
(2) 1925. Anand Kaul. Geography of Jammu 
and Kathnrir State. (Fist edition 
1913; second, revised edition: Thae- 
kers, Calcutta). 
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Tt is the fullest compendium of accurate 
information on the subjece it deals 
with, Bur J. N. Douie’s book, 
No. 10, ac page 292—also contans 
an excellent sketch of the geography 
of Kashmir. Both these books use~ 
fully supplement each other. 

(3) 1920, As regards history, Kashmir is the only 
region in India which has a regular 
history of the pre-Muslim period, 
entitled Rujeterangini, by Kalhana 
Bhatta. Sir At Stein's edition, 
(isued, in 1920, by Longmans, 
London, in two volumes) is truly 
monumental, and will be of great 
advantage to all interested in the 
ancient history or archrology of 
Kashmir. There is also another good 
cranslacion of it by Mr. R. S. Pandit, 
bearing the title of River of Kings, 
(Indian Press, Allahabad, in 1935). 

(4) 1923-30. There are rwo biographies of Maha- 
rats Gulub Singh (1792—1858), the: 
first Dogra ruler of Kashmir—the 
earlier one by Pandit Saligram Kaul 
(1923), and the later one by “Mr. 
K. M. Panitkkar (Martin Hopkinson, 
Lofidon, 1930), The larter is. well 
written, and a good historical bio- 


| graphy, | 
(5) 1932, Gwasha Lal. Short History of Kash- 
mir. "Third edition, _(Apla"s Com- 
mercial Corporation Book-stall, Sri- 
nagar). 
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A handy sketch, useful for reference, 
(6) 1941. Prem Nath Bazaz. Jnside Kashontr. 
(The Kashmir Publishing Company, 
Srinagar}. An informative wark 
on the modern history of Kashmir, 
and on the present cducati val, 





(1) Lawcuace anv Liresaruar 


(6) 1876. Dr. Elmslie's Kashmiri-English Dic- 
fionery is still a yseful work, which 
should be kept handy ‘by ceatente 
of the language: while Sir George 
Grierson’s Kasbuair: Dictionary (in 
two large volumes) is justly acknow- 
ledged to. be the work of a master 
of the subject. | 

(7) 1886, As regards grammar, there is 2 well- 
called Grammar of Kashysied Langu, 
age; while for the tourist, who would 
like to pick up some lcquaintance 
with the language. there i Kawhrsiyg 
Made Easy (Civil and Military 
Garette Press, Lahore), whick I 
be found to’ be just the thing. 

(8) 1884-1293, The Roy J. H. Knowley Dic- 
fionary of Kashmiri Proverls and 
Folk-Tales of Kashmir (both iseuad 

Trubners, London, in 1884 and 


( 379 ) 


1893, respectively), are works of 
as Kashmiris rich in proverbs, which 
throw considerable light on the 
customs and manners of the people. 


(iv) Natunar ano Prysicat ScIENCE 


(9) 1908, 


(10) 


(Botany, Geology and Zoology) 
Burrard and Hyden's Grology and 


Geography of the Himalayas and 
Tibet is of great importance to the 
student of the subject. Serious 
students may also tackle Sir Sidney 
Burrard’s The Origin of the Hima- 
layanx Mountains. In the Geological 
Survey Reports (by Mr. Blandford) 
there is an excellent account of the 
geology of Kashmir, and also one 
by Dr. Lydeker. Mr, Middlemiss 
had done important work since (vide 
Geological Reports, 1911), 

For Botany, Royle's Himalayan 
Botany gives full and reliable infor- 
mation. Messrs. Noel and Coventry's 
Hlustrations of Kashmir flowers are 
distinctly good. Mr. E. Blatter’s 
Beautiful Flowers in Kathmir, and 
Mr. B, C. Coventry's Wild Flowers 
in Kashmir are authoritative works 
om the subject they deal with. A 
full account of the flora of Kashmir 
is to be found in Chapter IV af 
Lawrence's Valley of Kashmir. As 
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regards animals and birds: of Kash- 
mir, the two best-known works are 
Mr. Douglas Dewar's Himalayan and 
Kashmir Birds, and Mr. A. E. Ward's 
The Mammals and Birds of Kashmir. 
A: full account of the animals and 
birds is given by Lawrence in Chap- 
ter V of his peated Kashmir. Mr. 
5, C. Koul’s Birds of Kashonir (Nor- 
mal Press, Srinagar, 1939) is an ex- 
cellent, brief sketch of subject. 


(v) Economic anp INpusTaiAL Souncss 


(11) Of the books on the economic and 
industrial resources of Kashmir, the 
st-known are The Cashmere Shawl 
by Charles White (Henry Colburn, 
London, 1840), Kashmir: Its New 
SHk Industry by Thomas Wardle 
(Simpkins, London, 1904), see 
page 354) and Economics of Food 
Grains ii Kashmir by J L. K. Jalali, 
(issued by the author at Srinagar, 
1931), 
(t#) SHIKAW AND SporT 


Practical information about shvkar and 
<< is to be found in several of 
the books listed under that head in 
the preceding section, each book jn- 
which is characterised in a note, und 
the walue of the information given 
init is indicared, Besides, special 
books dealing with various aspects 
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of shikar and sport, in Kashmir, are 


(vii) Porms on Kastan Scrves AND Srctirs 


Chenar Leaves: Poems of Kethmir by 
(the late) Mrs. Percy Brown 
(Thackers, Calcutta) is a successful 
production, and has gone into 
third, enlarged, edition, in 1942 
as it breathes the atmosphere of 
Kashmir. Many mottos, and other 
suitable stanzas, are quoved from 
it in this book, which should 
interest and appeal to all residents 
in, visitors to, and lovers of, Kash- 
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mir. Lady Linlithgow (as the Vice- 
rene) introduced the third edition 
of the book in the following terms:— 
“To all those who know and fove 
Kashmir, Mrs. Perey Brown's poem 
will bring back memories of happy 
days spent amidst the many beau- 
ties of that country, To those who 
have not been there they will bring 
a picture which all will long to see”. 


(viii) Moron Gunes anp Moron Routm Mars 


There sre various motor guides, and 
motor route maps, which the visitor 
to Kashmir will find useful. Of 
these the two that may specially be 
mentioned are: (a) The Touring 
Guide of the Automobile Associa 
lion of Bengal (30, Chowringhes, 
Calcutta); and'(b) The Road Map 
of India (Survey of India Office, 
Calcutta), Amongst railway time- 
tables the one, that is likely to be 
of great ag to the visitor to 
Kashmir, ie thar of the North- 
Western Railway (Empress Round, 


PART V 
REFERENTIAL AND TABULAR 
GENERAL INPorMATION Dimrcrory 


Notes—The Directory—both in regard to. the 
subject-headings, and the lists under them—is arranged 
in a alphabetical order, for facility of reference. Cross- 
are . Where necessary; and occasional 
notes are also furnished. As no Directory can, in the 
nature of things, be cither complete, or abreast of the 
‘ever-recurring changes, the information should be 
preferably verified, wherever practicable. Except 
where necessary, all tuch forms as “and Co", “and sons™ 
and others of that type, are omitted. Where ng specific 
address is given, it is to be understood that the situation 
ison the Bund (at Srinagar), which is the chief shopping 
promenade on the right-side of the Jhelum. 


JA. Accommodation: — 


‘There is no dak bungalow, or rest house, at Srinagar. 
For other accommodation, se under the headings 
“Boarding House™ and “Hotels”. A complete. list. of 
the Forest Rese Houses (throughout the State) is given 
in the Notes for Visitors to Kashmir, 

B. Agencies (for sportsmen, trekkers, tourists: 
and visitors) many of which are situated on the Bund, 
or close to it:— 


1. Army Agency; 
2. Bahar Shah: 
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3. Chana; | 
4. Cockburn’s Agency; 
}. Cox and Kings (Agents) Led.; 
6. Expres Company; 
7. Himalsyan Agency (Dal Gare); 
8, Howseboar Owters’ Agency, Dal Gate; 
9. Flouseboat Owners’ Association, (Dal Gare); 
lO, Johansen's Agency. 
11. Kashmir Products House (Residency Road.) 
12. Kashmir Boats Syndicate (Dal Gate}; 
13. Kashmir General Agency; | 
14, Kashmir Tourists’ Agency (Residency Road), 
15. Kashi Visitors" Agency; ee 
16. Majestic Boat Owtiers’ Company (Dal Gate) ; 
17, Mathew's Agency (Dal Gare); my 
18. Munawar Shah, (a leading firm, which 
issues an excellent detailed catalogue full 
of useful information; seventh edition, 
1939); | 
19. Pestonjee (agents for the Ski-Chirb of India) ; 
20. Reliance Agency (Dal Gate): < 
21. Samad Shah: 
42. Skinners” Avency. 
23. Universal Agency (Palo View Road); 
24, Visitors’ Needs Centre (Ist Bridge); 


Note:— All these agencies generally transact all 
kinds of business, and every one visiting Kashmir should 
engage the services of onc of them. Some of them deal 
also in provisions, stores, wine and spirits, and tobacco. 

o. Auctionrers;— 


1, Cockburn’s Agency. 
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2. Pestonjee. 

3. : 

4. 

Nofe:—Auctions are held frequently at Srinagar 
at which many good and expensive objects can be picked 
up cheaply. 

D. Bagh: (or gardens) at Srinagar:— 

I, ResmentiaL GARDENS (FOR CAMPING) 

1. Chenar Bach, near Dal Gate, behind Nedou’s 
Hotel; | 

2. Kothi Bagh, on the Bund; 

3. Munshi Bagh, near Sonawar Bagh, about a 
mile from the first bridge, called Amira 
Kadal: 

4. Sheikh Bagh, on the Bund; 

§. Sonawar Bagh, on the right bank of the 
Jhelum, about two miles from the first 
bridge; 

6. 

mr 

a. 

I. PrLeasvse Garpens 

1. Chashma Shahi (Gupkar Road). A Mughal 
garden, with a famous spring; now a) 
State guest-house; 

2. Nasum Bagh; 

3. Nishat Bagh; 


4. 


Shalamar Bagh; 


The above four are the famous Moghul gardens, on 
the Dal lake, which are fully described in this book, 


25 
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F, 


Central Co-operative Bank (Amira Kadal); 
Imperial Bank of India; 

Jammu and Kashmir Bank: 

Lloyd's Bank: also at aps! | 

Post Office Savings Bank (at all post atfices) ; 
Punjab and Kashmir Bank: 

Punjab National Bank (Amira Kadal); 


riding Houses:— 

Mrs, Amesbury's, and also-at Gulmarg; 

Mrs. Baine’s, and also at Gulmarg; 

Mrs. Davis's, “Mayfair Hall" (Dal Boule- 
vard) ; 

Mrs. Gatmell's (at Gupkar and Munshi. 

__ bagh), and also at Gulmarg; 

Mrs, Jones's (Shanwar Bagh); 

Mrs, Korni’s “Sayarg” (Ray Bagh) ; 

Miss O'Connor’s, | 

Mrs. Sisley’s “Kalwa House”: 


Nofe:—The boarding-houses at Stinagar, with their 
sat Gulmarg, in the season—from the middle 


of May till the middle of October—are run by European 


ladies, and are well spoken of by their paying guests, 





Mey are particularly recommended for a lang stay, 
G. Books, Newspapers, and Periodicals:— 


1, 


Post Office Bookstall: 
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2. Raina House (Residency Road); booksellers, 
and lending library owners; 
3. Smiths (agents for survey maps) 
4. 
_ Note: sine srs newspapers, journals and 
Indian and foreign—can be had at 
= Mite agencies; and also current acho including: 
guide-books, maps, and other reference works relating 
to Kashmir. 
H. Gaffes and Restaurants:— 
1, Ahidoo’s Imperial Cate. 
2, Cafe de Backett; 
3. Cafe Nageen (on the Nageen lake); 
4. Metro Cafe. 
- $. Standard Restaurant (Residency Road). 


Note:—The cafes are good for light ‘refreshmencs, 
but for meals the restaurants of the hotels are the best 


L Carpets (Kashmir-manutaceured ):— 
Hladow's Carpet Factory; 
Indo-Kashmir Carpet Company; 


Kailash Carpet Company; 
Kashmir Carpet Company; 
Mitchell's eats Eastin) Carpet Cari 


paeper 


tagieyitreetsin: 
iat sagt foot of Hariparbat 
Hill, on = ee et ag is also famous for its carpets.) 
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Atri Dr, §, K. 


Lambert; also at Gulmatg: 

4+. Smith, J. R. 

6. 

Note:—There are many chemist’s shops in almost 
every part of Srinagar. Outside the capital, there are 
Stute dispensaries at important centres. (See page.) 

K. Churches (Christian) :— 

1. Protestant (All Saints’; in Munshi Bagh, near 

the Club); 

2. Roman Catholic, Horel Road (near Nedou's 

@ Hotel), 
3. 
4. 
L. Cinema:— 
_ 4, Amresh Talkies, Residency 

2. Palladium (Amira Kadal) ; 

3. Regal (Residency Road). 

The first cwo generally show Indian films; the third 
mows generally American and British ones, 

1. Amar Singh Club (mainly for State officials, 
though non-officials also are cligible as 
temporary members, A od club, with 
many of the amenities of high-class social 


1. 
2. 
5. 
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2. Srinagar Club (sicuated on the river, with a 
terrace on it; with all the amenities of a 
first-class club: and open to all who may 
be received, irrespective of their national- 
ity, in case It has an extensve library, 
owith a fairly collection of works 
relating to Kashmir. It is 2 great social 
centre, alike for amusements, social 
gatherings, indoor games, and outdoor 
‘sports, The Club also supplies from itt 
kitchen garden fresh vegetables to mem- 
bers, at cost price. Tt has an annexe,at 
Nageen Bagh, during the season. TI 
Secretary will supply, on application, a 
printed copy of the Rules and Bye-Laws 
of the Srinagar Club; 

3. Harrison Institute, open to all received in 


SOCIETY ¢ | 

4. Ski-Club (at Gulmarg; its agents Messrs. 
Pestonjee at Srinagar). 

1. Alidoo. 

3.. Noor Mohammad. 

4. Munawar Shah. 

Nofe:—The cafes and restaurants (of the hotels) 
also manufacture good confectionery, but usually re- 
quire previous notice for proper execution. 

O, Conntry Stores:— 

1. ‘The Director, Kashmir Valley Food Control 
Department. (Kuta-Kohl, near the Gov- 
ernment Secretariat). 
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P, Curio Dealers;— 

Abdul Aziz (Third bridge). 

Ghulam Mohi-ud-din (Third bridge). 
Kabir Joo (Third bridge), 

Lassoo (Third bridge). 

Mahada Joo (Residency Road), 
Subhana (Third bridge). 


ris ee he 


1, Ahdoo's Dairy. 

2. Mrs. Davis (Durganag). 
3. Mahajan Dairy (Drugjan). 
4. Soofi Dairy (Drugian). 
$. Ziarat Dairy (Durganag). 
6, 

fs 


RK. Drapers and Hosiers:— 


1. Baghats Cloth House (First bridge). 
2. Bakshi Cloth House, | 
3. Durga Das Har Narain, 

4. Estelle (for ladies). 

§. Vastar Bhandar (First bridge). 

6. Janki Mal. 

7. Kalloo Mall, 





S. Dress Maker:— 
1. Mrs. Cliff (and also ar Gulmarg), 
i Kay (Residency Road). = 
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‘TT. Embroidery:— 


1. Ahad Joo (First bridge). 

?, Muhammad Akbar (Kalaspura). 
3. Prem Brothers (Third bridge). 

4. R.N. Amar Nath (Third bridge). 
f. Vastar Bhandar (First bridge). 


LU. Frei? Fectories:— 


1, Kashmir Fruit Farm, Polo-View. 
3. Madan’s Fruits Preserve Works and Dis- 
tillery (removed from Srinagar 


- 


Jammu). 
3, Mission Farm Products and Cottage Indus- 


tries. (Dealers in frnit preserves, 
also other Kashmir products). 
2, Match Factory:— 
Match Factory, at Baramulla, 54 miles from 
Srinagar on the Jhelum valley road. 
V. Fishing Tackle:— 
1. Gaffara. 


2,. Mahadoo, — 
3. Munawar Shah, (the leading firm in the 


line). 
4. Salama, 
5, 
6; 


W. Freematonry:— 
Lodge “Takht-i-Sulaiman”. 
\%. Fish. Karachi Fish House (First bridge). 
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Y, Fruits shops:—(dry and fresh). at Srinagar. 


1. 


oh sal 


. 


i 


SONA» 


L. 
2 


Apple and Walnut Co. (Gupkar, and at 


Deva Singh Raja Singh, 

Kashmiri Bros, (First beidee) 

Kashmir Bhandar (Harisingh High Street). 
Newman's Fruic Mart. 

Paradise Fruit Store, 


Ar BAmAMULEA 
Fresh and Dry Fruits, A 
Friends Kashmir Good Se itig 
Tikku: 
Valley Store. 
Ar Patran 
Raghunath Singh. 


AT Soron 
Imperial Apple Company. 


Z  Furniture:— 


1. 
ye 


Je 
4, 


Amar ane Technical Institute (for willow 


Imperial “Fumnitar use 

abr ¢ House, (Residency 
Royal Furniture House. 
Shora Furniture Works, (Residency Road). 


( 393 ) 


A-l. Furriers and Taxidermisés:— 


1, Ali Joo; and at Gulmarg. 

2. Chora Sultana (Polo view). 

3, Lp Fur Stores (Hotel Road). 
4. mir Export Co. (Dal Gate 
5. Mahada Joo (Polo view). I 
6. Mohmmd Baba (Polo view). 

7~ Mohammad Ramzan, 


A-2. Government and Public Institutions: — 
1, Amar Singh Technical Institute (drive 
from the First: bridge). 
2. C€. M.S, High School, (Third bridge, on the 
left bank of the river Jhelum). 
School, 


4 Silk Factory. 
§. Sri Pratap College (West of Shankaracharya, 
and adjacent to Nedouw’s Hotel). 
6. State Granaries (Gulab Bagh, near the 
Government Secretariat), 
7. Convent College, Raja Bagh. 
Note:—For hospitals see under that heading, 
A-3. Guasmit/y:— 
1, Amira Brothers (the Bund, and also at 
Rainawari}. 
2, Munawar Joo (first bridge, and also at Raina- 
wari). 


A-~4. Honey. 
1. Himalayan Honey House (First bridge). 


4. 
5 
6. 
Ff 


8. 
9. 


( 394 ) 
Home Industry (First bridge), 


The State Bee Farms. 
Kashmir Apiarists Association. 
Hos pitals:— 


Cottage Hospital and Nursing Home, (Pra- 
tap Avenue). 

C. M. 8. Zenana Hospital (on the road to 
Nasim Bagh). 

Diamond Jubilee Zenana Hospital (near the 
Fifth bridge). 

Har Singh Hospital. 

nts se (at the foot of Shankara- 


rya 
National Hospital and ey ene me. 
of bd ge) # 


. State Hospital (above the First 


State Leper Hospital (on the Nageen lake). 
Veterinary Hospital (near Pratap College). 


_ Nofte:—The above institutions are important and 


well-managed. 


rai nag visitors are advised, in their own interest, 
to subscribe 


ta the Cottage Hospital. ‘The races ares— 


single Rs. 6, married couple Rs. 12, family exceeding two 
Rs, 18 (1st April to 31st October). 
A-6: Hofels:— 


I. 


I. Eurorean 5Tryte 
Nedou’s on Hotel Road, near the Pologround, 
with a branch at Gulmarg in the season. 
The hotel was first opened, at Gulmarg, 
in 1888. 


‘Nedou'’s at Srinagur, (opened in 1900) was com- 
mended by Revd. F. W, Denys (an American traveller) 


a 


| 


( 395 ) 


in his book, called A Summer in the Vale of Kashmir 

(1918) as "a good one, alike for its accommodation and 

its table.” The hotel is a great social institution in the 
pital of Kashmir, and provides modern amenities. 
other hotels in European style are:— 


2: 


SOON ASH 


al 


Lake View, (New, but popular owing to its 
beautiful situation on the Dal lake), 

Metro, (Dal Boulevard). 

Nageen View Hotel. 

Park Hotel (Club Road). 

Regina (Next to Nedou's). 

Ritz ("Ram Villa’, Raj Bagh). 

Sams (Lake View). 

Savoy (Dal Boulevard). 


Tl, In Inoiaw Sryce 


Bharat Hotel, 

Bombay Guest House (Dal Gate). 

Indian Hotel. 

Karachi Hotel. 

Kashmir Hindu Hotel. (Amira Kadal), 

Kashmir Khalsa Hotel. ( Araira Kadal); also 
at Gulmarg and Pahalgam. 

Punjab Muslim Hotel. (Arnirs Kadal). 

Standard Hotel. 

Star Muslim Hotel, (Amira Eadal). 

Wazir Horel, 


| Note:—Many of the Indian hotels are in the neigh- 
bourhood of Amira Kadal, the First bridge. 






A-7. 
1. 






Kashmir Manufactures (in general), 
Asgarmir (Central Market). 
nar Shih. 





bye 
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Commercial Union Weaving Co, 
Indo-Kashmir Textile Manufacturing Com- 


party. , 
Kashmir Home Industry. 
Kashmir Kals Bhandar (Purshyar, Second 
bridge). 
Samad Shah. 
Kasimir Tweed Suitings:— 
Commercial Union Weaving Co, 
Durga Industries (Fifth bridge). 
Indo-Textile Manufacturing Company. 
Kadir Jan (Residency Road). 
Karan Singh Woollen Mills showroom. 
Kashmir Depot (First bridge). 
Park Company. 
Pratap Mille ¢ Second and Fourth bridges). 
Subhana. 


A-9. Leather Goods Deulers:-— 
i. Abloo. (Second bridge). 
3. Kashmir Tibet Company. 
4. Kamzana. 
§. Razaka, 
6 Subhana, 
7. Sultana. 
a, 

A-10. Lending Library:— 
1. News Agency (Polo View), 
2. Public Library (Museum). 
3. Raina House, 
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4. Srinagar Club) Library. 
A-Il. Lorry and Motor Companies at Srinagar:-— 
L. Berween SkinacGarR AND RAWALMNGD 
Chiraghdin, 
Dinanath, 
Green Bus. 
Mail Motor Service. 
Nanda Bus. 
N. D, Radhakishen (Maisuma). 
Syl Motor Co. 
Royal Mocor Company. 
Sohanial, 


SYON AYP 


— 


- 


Il. Berween Sainacan AND JAMMU 

1, Darbar Move Motor Company, 

2, Express Motor Company, 

5. Issar Motor Service. 

4. Imperial Motor Company. 

§. Karan Bus Service, 

6. Nanda Bus Service. 
A-12, Milliners— 

I, Hessing, Miss. 

3 Government Silk Weaving Mills Showroom. 
A-13, Motor Dealers and Workshop Keepers:— 

I. American Motor House. 

2. Durani Motor Works, 

3. Imperial Motor Works (Amira Kadal), 

4. Little, Sona and Ca. 
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§. Government Mail Motor Workshop. 
6. Northern Movor Led. (near Pratap Park). 
7. Popular Motor Co, (Kothibag). 
A-14. Moigwes (Muslim) :— 
1. Hazrat Bal. “47 
2. Jumma. Masjid. 
3. Pathar Masjid. 
4. Shah Hamdan. 

A-15. Muxsewns. Sri Pratap Museum (Lal Mandi; 
an excellent collection of the old arts, 
crafts, and Jearning of Kashmir; well 
worth @ visit). 


A-15A, Newspapers and Journals. 


There are but three pata journals, all 
weeklies, at Srinag: 
These are (1) Kas mir Chronicle, 
(2) Kathmir Sentinel, and 
(3) Kashmir Times. 


A-16. Papier Mache Dealers:— 


1, A. A. Banks. | 

2, R.N, Amarnath (Third bridge), 
3. Gane Mede (Third bridge). 

4. Habib Joo (Third bridge). 

§.. Jabbar Khan (Third bridge). 

6. Lawo (Third bridge). 

B. Najaf Ali (Third bri ac)i 

9, Prem Brothers (Third bridge). 


12. Subhans (Third bridge). 
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13. Suffering Moses, 
14, Touchwood (Fourth bridge). 
ES. 


A-17, Pastimes and Sports:— 
1. Golf, Teonis Billiards. (under the manage~ 
ment of the Srinagar Club). 
2. Ski-ing at Gulmarg (winter sports). 


3. Swimming and Boat Races. 


4. Swimming in the Dal, and also at Gagribal, 
i Bagh, Ganderbal, and Naseem 


ie Kala” with special permission, 
A-18. Photographers and Dealers in Photographic 
Materials, and Virws:— 
1. Datta’s Photo House. 
2, Mahatra. 
3. Pioneer Photo House, 
4. Preco (Rewdency Road), 
5. Royal Photo House. 
6, Vishwanath. 
A-19. Places of Interest:— 
1. Kashmir Arts anil Crafts Museum (Lal 
Mandi). 
2. State Exhibition (in September). 
3. Traut Hatchries at (¢) Achhbal, and (4) 
4. 
5. 
A-20, Postul Services: — 
The same os in British India, as recorded in the an- 
pual Postal Guide, The foreign mail generally 
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arrives, at Srinagar, on Mondays, and is des- 
patched on Tuesday. The Air Mail is despat- 
ched on Saturdays. (As the days and hours 
are subject to change, enquiries should be made 
as to the exact tunings, from time to ume). 
A-21, Precious Stones Merchants-— | 
f. Sap ieee Gulam Mohammad. (Sher 
i). 
2. Gulam. Mohindin (Residency Road). 
3. Kabir Joo (Third bridge}. 
4. Mahdah Joo. 
5. Tarachand Moza (Malarata). 
6 


A-22. Provision and Stores:— 
Army Agency (also at Gulmare). 
Baharshah. 


Chana (also ar Gulmarg). , 
Cockburn's Agency (also at Gulmarg). 


i 





Kashmir General Agency. 

Peston (also at Gulmarg). 

Skinners Agency, 

Tika Lal], iid 

Universal Agency (Polo View Road), also 
at Nageenbagh, and at Gulmarg. 

11, Western Stores. 


A-22A. Printing Preisct (in English) — 
1, Broca’s Press (First bridge). 
2. Chronicle Press (First bridge), 
3. Durga Press (First bridge), 
4, Kashmir Mercantile Press (Residency Road), 


PY SN apse 


— 
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6. Times Press, ae 

7, Vishwanath and Sons (Third bridge). 
A-23, Railway Out-Agency:— 

1. WN, D. Radhakishen (Maisuma). 

o 

. 

4, 
A-24. Seffron:— 

1. Ishwardass Tikoo. | , 

2. Kashmir Home Industry (First bridge). 
A-25. Schools. 

Besides the C. U. 5, High School, there 
are some other good educational institu- 
tions, a list of which may be obtained 
from the Visitors’ Bureau. 

A-26. Shawl Dealers:— 
1. Ahmadullah Pandit. 
2, Bahar Shah. 
3. Gaffar Joo 
4. Gulam Muhamed Nooruddin Pandit. 
§.. Habib Shah (Third bridge). 
6. Kadir Jan. 


7. Kashmir Kala Bhandar Purshyar (Second 
bridge). 
8. 


A-27. Shooting and Sport Agencies:— 
Note:—See under "Agencies and "Fishing Tackle 
26 
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1. Pestonji (also at Gulmarg), 
B-2. Silk Goods:— 
3. Chattamal (below Cockburn's Agency). 
4. Commercial Silk Weaving Company, 
5. Indo-Kashmir Textile Manufacture Co. (Re- 


B-3. 


ency Road). 

Kapur Silk Factory (First bridge). 
Kashapas Industries, — | 
Government Silk Weaving Factory Show- 


Sil versmtdtdis:— : 





The best firms, out of the many, ane:— 


- 


let salt ad hl el ele 


i 
~ = 


tw 


= 


Lachiram | 

Khizr Mohammad (Third bridge). 

Nabi Joo (Third bridge). 

Prem Brothers (Third bridge), 
Tarachand-Arjandey Ganju. (Third bridge), 
Sidik i Emin badge), 

Usman (Four idge, Maharajganj). 
Vid Lal Shambhu Nath, (First bridge), 


Habib Joo (Third bridge). 


» Sports Goods:-— 


Kashmir Willows Government Sports Face 
Pratap Sport Works. 


6. 


Note:—Srinagar tailors are known to be smart ur 
copying successfully any pattern given to them. 


B-6. Termples:-— 
i1.. Arya-Ssmaj (Ac Havuri Bagh, near the First 
2. Hindoo, (on Hari Parbat hill, and on Shankar 
Acharya hill). | | 
* 3. Sikh Gurwdwara, (near Hari Parbat hill, 
about 3 miles from Amira Kadal). 
B-7. Trekking and Sports Requisitet. See under 
Agencics. 
B-8. Watch Makers:— : 
1.. Watch Hospical (First bridge). 
2. Yousaff. 
B-9. Willow Goodr:— 
1. Oriental Willow Works (Second bridge). 
9, Sharika Willow Works (near Shital Nath 
Sathor). 
B-10, Wines (and Spirits). 


Jammu and Kashmir Industries (at 
Jammu) manufacture Kashmir wines 
and spirits. 


B-11, 


13. 
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Wood Carvers:— 


Mahamdy Shora. 
Prem Brothers (Third bridge). 
Rahmana. 


Reshi and Bro. 
Subhana. 
Sultan and Sons (between the axcth and 
seventh bridges). 
Woollen Goods:—(A) shawls, suitings, 
shirtings, pattoos, chadars, purdahs, pash- 
minas, and namdas, 


_ Achanby Trading Corporation. 


Ahmadulla (Show-room, Nawab Bazar),: 

All-India Spinner’s. Association Khadi 
 Bhandar, | 

Habib Mullick (Polo. View). 

Fiaji Asgar Mir (First bridge). 

Kashmir Kala Bhandar (Purshyar, Second 
bridge). 

Muhammad _ 


th ad Joo, 

Muhammad Shah (First bridge). 

Model Show Room (Nawab Bazar, Firse 

Noordin Pandit Ghulam Muhammad (Jam- 
latta, Sixth bridge), 

Pandit Kantha Ram Koul (Purshiyar, Second 
bridge). 

sees Baharshah (Watal Kadal, Seventh 


bridge). | 
Shri Karan Singh Woollen Mills Showroom. 


"Sethi Bros, (Hari Singh High Street). 
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- (B) Gabbas (especially of Islamabad), blankets 
it Shupyon, rugs, embroideries on cushions, cosics, 
ruggets and numdas. 
t, Ahmad Sheikh (Anantnag or Islan 
2, Ali Jan. 
3, Habibullah (Third bridge). | 
4. Ghani Shah (Anantnag or Islamabad; the 





leading firm). , 
§. Gani Joo Ahsan Joo (Anantnag or Islam- 
alracd). , 


B-12. Zitrats (Muslim). 
t. Hazrat Bal (on the Dal). 
2. Makhdoom Saheb. 
3. Shah Hamdan (on the river, at Srinagar; 
worth a visit for its architectural effect). 


The following is a list of Post and Telegraph Offices 


PRN Aw een 


in the State 


Srinager Head Office 
Awantipur 

Bargam 

Charar Sharif 
Gagaribal 

Khanyar 

Nagam 

Naginbagh 
Nasmbagh 

Pampur 

Rainawari 

Tral | 
Amira Kadal Sub-Office 
Anantnag Sub-Office 
Achhbal 

Aish Mugam 

Bawan 

Bijbehara 

Brah 

Khanabal 

Verinag: 

Astor Sub-Office 
Chillim 

Ra 


tthiog 
Badamibagh Sub-Office 


mt ot Pt A gy 


ba Ihe Ba Ba Ba B~ Be~ B e- e-Be-- e 


Re 
7 


re 
a 


27. Bagh Sub-Ofhice 
28, Harightl - 
29. Bandapur Sub-Office 
30, Baramulla Sub-Office 
31,. Doabagh 
32. Langet 
33. Mahora 
34. Bunji Sub-Office 
3$, Chenari Sub-Office 
56. Chilas Sub-Office 
37. Domel Sub-Office 
38. Kahori 
39. Karnah 
40, Keran | 
41, Fateh Kadal Sub-Cffice 
42. Ganderbal Sub-Othce 
43. Drass 
44. Gund 
45. Kangan 
46. Sonemarg 
47. Tulamula 
47-A. Wayil | 
48. Garhi Sub-Office 
49, Hattian 
50, Gilgit Sub-Office — 
$1. Cidirs West Sub-Office 
$2. Gulmarg Hotel Sub-Office 
$3. Gulmarg Sub-Office 
i4. Gupis Sub-Ofhce 
$§. Gurez Sub-Office 
$6. Minimag | 
$7, Habba Kadal Sub-Ofhce 
$8. Handwara Sub-Office 


Kupwara 


r 
Bi 
P & T. 
P & T. 
F 
P 
P 
P & T. 
P & T. 
P & T. 
P & T. 
P. 
P 
P 
P & T. 
P & T. 
P 
P 
Pp 
P 
F 
P & T. 
P 
P -& T.. 
P 
P & T. 
P & T. 
P & T. 
P& T. 
P 
P 
P 
P 


Parkuta 
Kulgam Sub-Office 
Damhal Hanjipura 
Shopian 


Naushera Sub-Office 


Nedou's Hotel Sub-Office 


Pahalgam Sub-Office 
Palandri Sub-Office 
Pattan Sub-Office 


P 
P 
P 
P 
P 
Pp 
Pp 
F 
P 
P 
i 
P 
FP 
r 
Pa T. 
P 
P 
P 
P 
P & T. 
P 
P 
P 
Pp 
Pp 
P 
Pp 
P 
Pe T, 
P 
E 
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94. Sopor Sub-Office 

95. Srinagar Secretariat 5. O. 
96. SrrRanbic Ganj Sub-Ofiice 
97. Safa Kadal 

98. Sumbal Sub-Office 

99. ‘Tangmarg Sub-Office 
100. Trakhal Sub-Office 
101., Uri Sub-Office 
102. .Chakothi 
103. Doruw Sub-Office 


I. STATE DISPENSARIES OUTSIDE 
SRINAGAR 


At most of the dispensiries, listed below, there is a 
good supply of ordinary medicines, in charge of a 


tor: 

Jhelum Valley Road;—Muzaflarabad, Uri, Chikor, 
Kahori, and Garhi. 7 

Kashmir Valley:—Baramulla, Tregam, Sopor, Bandi-~ 
pur, Islamabad, Shupiyon, Langet, Saogam, Doru, Pul- 
warna, Tral, Sumbal, Badgam, Nagam, Magam, Gander- 
bal, Kulgam, Israr Sharif, Pactan; and also ac Pahalgam 
and Gulmarg in summer. an 

Pir Panjal Route:—Bhimber, Naoshera, Rajaori, 
On the Jammu-Srinagar road vie Banihal. Jammu:— 


% 
- 


2 
n 


gs Se Sees 
a 


Town Hospital. Udhampur, Ramban, and Banihal, 


APPENDICES 
(A) Kathmir and the War* 
By Sm WiiwiAmM BARTON, K.C.LE., ¢.5.1 

The history of Kashmir in the past half-century 
furnishes a striking example of the disintegration of 
autocracy. In the early eighties of last century the 
Muslim: peasantry, who form the vast majority of the 
population in this Hindu State, were little better than 
serfs; today they own their land; Muslims are well re- 
presented in the services, and are able co protect the 
interests of their co-religionists; the prosperity of the 
countryside has a prominent place in the policy of the 
Government of His Highness the Maharaja. Kashmir 
has fine military tecord, The parc d by Kashmir 
in the present war will be a splendid chapter in her 
history. From the outset, His Highness the Maharaja 
has striven’ to make his people feel thar it is a people's 
war. In offering all the resources of his State, co the 
King-Emperor, he has had the full support of the Praja 
Sabha. Not content with an appeal to his own sub- 
jects, as a leading Rajput Prince he has called.on Rajputs, 


all over India, ax India’s greatest race of fightérs, to be. 
true to their traditions, and to rally to the flag. The 


Kashmir army has important frontier duties to perform; 
despite this, nearly half its total strength Was serving 


“Extracts from The Asiatic Reviews pp. 107-109, 
January, 1943. 


# 


* 
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overseas at the end of last year. To maintain the tro 
abroad, at full strength, it is necessary to increase the 
recruits under training; new infantry battalions have 
been raised to replace those on active service; artillery 
training centres have been set up. Rocccr owen of 
the fighting clans for the Indian Army ts being stimu- 
lated, and His Highness has offered to allow the in- 
orporation of the two pack artillery batteries in the 
Indian Army, with the suggestion that they might be 
expanded into three. Special allowances are made to 
the families of men serving outside the State. In 
addition to all this, His Highness. has provided eighteen 
completely equipped motor ambulances. These measures 
have naturally involved a heavy increase in the military 
budget, which stands now at over half a million sterling 
—more than a fourth of the State revenue. Despite 
this strain on State finance® there has been little relaxa- 
ton of effort in the social services. The battery sent 
overseas won laurels in the Abyssinian campaign, and 
later at Damascus, for which it was highly culogized 
by Sir Claude Auchinleck. His Highness paid a visit to 
the forces in the Middle East, including the Kashmir 
units, His Highness’s people, apart from the support 
nven by their Government to the war, have contri- 
uted generously to war funds. The Aid—the War 
Committee, over which Her Highness presides—has 
raised over £10,000; every quarter £3,750 is remitted 
hy her committee to H, E. the Viceroy for the War 
Purposes Fund. The Kashmir forests have provided 
farge quantities of timber for military use, including 
about £100,000 worth of walour half-wroughts for 
rifle-butts; textiles and other war requisites have been 
provided. | 
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(B) The Arya Samaj in Kashmir 


‘The Arya Samaj has been working in Kashmir for 
the fast fifty years. It has got two temples at Srinagar, 
‘one at Jammu, and another at Mirpur, in the Jammit 
Province, There is a Dayanand Anglo-Vedic Degree 

College, at Srmagar, an Arya Girls’ High School, a 
Boys’ High School, two Middle Schools, and a auniber 
of Siti Primary Schools. In the province of Jammu 
also, the Samaj maintains several scondary schools. 
‘These educational institutions have won high praise for 
their efficiency. Though there is practically no miition 
fee in Stare schools, and colleges, a fee has to be paid in 
several Arya Schools, but in spite of ir, the larter are 

popular, In the Jammu province, much useful uplift 
work has been done for the depressed classes, by the 
Arya Samaj. Their children are given education, and 
helped with scholarships, In certain areas (such as 
in Udhampur district) ape ig amongst Hindus 
has ceased to exist, as the result of the labours of the 
Samaj, which has had to contend against not only in 
difference, but also not unoften active itor 
These are now things of the past, and hie tational 
and social work of the Samay is being widely appre 
éiated by the people of the Srate. 


(C) Car and Lorry Services; and Petrol Rationing 


Extra Charges: Fares between Srinagar and other 
places are fixed to cover the journey between 1 
stations, at a ere or Jammu, and the area of 
booking offices at Srinagar. For any extra minning 
done ar Rawalpindi, Jammu, or Srinagar, in order to 
ey or-set down passengers, an extra charge may 

at the rate of Rs. 1/8/- a mile, in the case of 
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lorries, and -/12/- a mile in the case of cars, used by 
the passengers making the additional journey. 
Halts en route. For eas mgt on oe lyn 
the request of passengers, a halting allowance of Rs. 10/- 
per night may be charged upto 2 maximum of sree: 
nights. If longer time is spent on the journey, @ 
the request of pamecneers, the extra fares to be chu sad 
must be settled by mutual agreement. 
| Pro-rufa Reduction per Seat. When passengers in 
a car are charged separately, the maximum aggregate 
amounc, charged for a journey, shall not exceed the 
maximum amount-allowed for a whole car, and if it 
ig greater a pro-rata reduction per seat will be made, 
Maximum Freight for Goods. The maximum 
freight for goods may be exceeded, with the sanction 
of the Registration Authorities, in case of goods which 
are very bulky, in proportion to their weight. 
Supplementary Coupons for Private Cars, Visi- 
ters to Kashmir, who trayel in their private car, are 
advised to apply in advance for supplementary coupons, 
for the full journey within the State, co the Provincial 
Rationing Authority, either of the Punjab, or the 
North-Wee Frontier Provinee, according to the route 
by which they intend tw travel, Supplementary cou- 
for the return degre 6 may be obtained from the 
Special Area Rationing Authority of the State. Supple- 
mentary coupons may be issued to visitors during their 
stay in Kashmir, in exceptional cases, with due regard 
to the availability of other means of transport, and 
the necessity for the use of the cars, at the discretion 
of the Special Area Rationing Authority, The Kash- 
mir State Rationing Authority had warned visitors 
travelling to Kashmir, in their own car, that he will 
supply petrol for the return journey to the nearest 
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British Indian Rationing Authority's headquarters, only 
if they can prove that they were supplied with supple- 
mentary petrol by a British Indian Rationing Autho- 
rity for the journcy into Kashmir. 

Petrol Rationing. Petrol Rationing by coupon: 
system has been introduced in the Jammu and Kashmir 
State from the lst May 1942. Government, or a local 
authority requiring petrol for use in vehicles employed 
for administrative purposes, or as ambulances, travel- 
ling dispensaries, or school buses, and persons requiring 
peu for private motor cars, motor cycles, or motor 
yoats, and transport vehicles (passengers and goods 
vehicles), can obtain coupons on application, in the 
prescribed form, along with the registration certificates, 
of these vehicles or (in the case of transport services) 
the vehicles belonging to or attached to these services, 
Persons using petrol otherwise than in motor vehicles 
and motor boats will have to apply for licences. 

_ The Inspector General of Police has been appointed 
the State Rationing Authority, with a Special Petrol 
Rationing Otbcer under him, who. will function as: 
Special Area Rationing Authority for consumers mo 
whom the coupons will issue. In addition, seven Dis- 
trict Rationing Authorities have been appointed in the 
two provinces of the Jammu and Kashmir State for 
poivate motor cars, motor cycles, or motor boats, belong 
ing to persons within their jurisdictions, The basic 
ration per vehicle has been fixed at 2 to 12 units, per 
month, according to the horse-power of the vehicle A 
unit represents half a gallon. 

Owners of Public Scryice vehicles will receive 
allotments in the form of fixed basic rations, and also 
supplementary rations varying with the length and 
importance of the route on which they run. The State 
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Government have already allowed them to carry more 
passengers and goods to ensure economy in consumption, 
and to mmimise the hardship ey in the reduction 
in the number of trips. 

The Rationing scheme provides for extra grants 
by supplementary coupons in cases of necessity, Visi- 
tors to Kashmir from Ist May, 1942, are allotted supple- 
mentary coupons for the full journey either by the 
Rationing Authorities at Rawalpindi, Abbotabad, and 
Sialkot, or by the Rationing Authorities of the Stare ar 
Muzaffarabad, or Jammu. Such coupons will also be 
issued to them during their stay in Kashmir, with due 
regard cto the availability of other means of transport, 
and the necessity for the use of the car, at the discretion 
of the Rationing Authority. In order to avoid incon- 
venience to themselves, and delay in issuing rations, it 
would be desirable that the visitors should intimate to 
the Rationing Authority concerned the destination, and 
the date aod approximate time of their arrival, at the 
Rationing office, at least two days in advance, All 
enquiries from visitors will be attended to by- the 
Special Petrol Rationing Officer, whose office is located 
at Jammu until 30th April, and in Srinagar after char 


date, until these rules will be in force, 
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Note (1). | 

Car fares are exclusive of road toll, which shall be 
paid by passengers, but lorry fares include road toll 
which shall be paid by the owner. 
Note (2). 

Each passenger in a lorry must be allowed 20 mers 
lugeace fr 
Note (3) 
___ Each passenger in a car must be allowed one maund 
luggage free. 

(D) Supply and Transport Charges 

Ais Highness’ Government wish to make it clear 
thar arrangements for the supply of sugar, salt, kerosene 
and firewood to visitors have been made at Srinayar, 
Gulmarg, Pahalgam, and Nagin Bagh. Retail sale rates 
of migarhave been fixed ar 9 as. 3 Pp. per seer for Sci- 
nagar, and 10 annas per seer for Gulmarg and Pahalgam. 
Firewood, salt. and kerosene are available in the market at 
fixed rates. 


British India, whilst the price of rice is very much lower 
than in most omy in eyed India. His Highness’ 
Government have provided that transport services, or 
prestelbed form ‘giving full particulars of the fare and * 
eget chareed, and the places between which the 


c (E) Ban on Entry 


There is a ban on entry into Jammu and Kashmir 
for foreign subjects, except the Chinese. Afghans and 
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Nepalese. Other foreign subjects are not permitted 
to enter the Jammu and Kashmir State without a per- 
mit, which must have been previously obtained from 
the Chief Secretary to the Government of the State. 
The maximum penalty for contravention of this order 
is five years’ rigorous imprisonment, and the trans- 
gressor is liable to arrest on entering the state, Sieh 
restriction does not apply to British subjects including 
British Indian subjects, and also those of Indian Seates. 


(F) Information Bulletins 


The department of Statistics and Economic Intel- 
licence, in the Jammu and Kashmir State, publish a 
monthly and a quarterly bulletin which, among other 
subjects, deal with statistical information regarding 
tourist trafic, industrial production, prices and wages, 
cottage industries and rural development. Copies of 
these bulletins can be obtained from the officer-in- 
charge of the Visitor's Bureau, at Srinagar. 

(G) Amenities at Pabalgam 
Tacore MemMonrAL Linkany 

The Tagore Memorial Library, at Pahalgam, re- 
opened on the 8th July, 1943, when the members were 
enrolled, and the books issued by Prof. M. C. Sethi, the 
Hony, Treasurer “River View" Pahalgam. 


PanatcamM CLUB 
Visitors intending to visit Pahalgam are cat 


by the Executive Officer, at Pahalgam, to get their names 
enlisted, if they want to get the benefit of the amenities 
srovided by the Pahalgam Club, opened by the Kashmir 
Government. This Club, which is the most popular 
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place of recreation in the hill station, provides tennis, bad- 


minton, boating, swimming and all. indoor games. 
(1) Reforms Enquiry 


The Maharaja of Kashmir has appointed a commis- 
#0 to investigate generally into the working of the 
exiting constitution with reference to the procesdings 
of the Praja Sabha (people's assembly) und the amount 
of interest displayed by the Maharaja's subjects, and the 
political experience gained by them, 

The commission consists of 18 members, the majo- 
rity of whom are non-officials, and include eight Mus- 
lims, eight Hindus, one Silch and a Buddhist, The chair- 
man is Rai Bahadur Ganganath, Chief Justice of the 
State, and President of the Praja Sabha. 

The cammission will begin inquiry shortly and has 
been usked to réporr by the end of July 1944, 

The Maharaja has directed that the commission 
shall pay due regard to the constitutional position in 
respect of: “(#) Our status, rights and position as ruler 
and those of our dynasty; (4) our relations with, and 
obligations to, the Paramount Power; (c) defence of 
the Seate, and (i) the rights and obligations of ‘jagir- 
dars’ in relation to the ruler.” 

The commission shall deal with and make smitable 
recommendations to secure the following ends: (1) 
Safety, integrity and scurty of the State: (2) efficient 
and progressive character of the administration; (3) wn- 
interrupted and harmonious progress of the Stare with 
the object of drawing all communities inhabiting 
its verrttorids closer to one another in common 


service of the State; (4) development of the economic 


resources of the State and its people leading to a higher 


L 
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and healthier sandard of life; (1) increasing repre- 
sentation of the people in the higher offices of the Srate 
and the adoption of the policy aiming at the association 
of subjects of all denominations with the administration 
of the State; (6) strict enforcement of the policy that 
appointments under the Government shall be reserved 
for subjects of the State, excepting where possesion of 
expert or technical knowledge or experience unavail- 
able within the State may make it essential to import 
outsiders for a temporary period only, or excepting 
where any special reasons may justify the appointment 
of an outsider to an administrative post for a definite 
period; and (7) the adoption of effective measures to 
stamp out corruption from all departments of the State. 

The commission has also been asked to report on 
some specific matters, including planned framing of the 
budget and development of the nation-building services, 


(1) Kashmir Political Parties 


Politics in Kashmir are triangular. The Hindu cle+ 
ment is afraid of being swamped by the Muslim vote in 
any system of responsible self-government. The Mus- 
lims are divided into cwo groups—the followers of Mr. 
‘Abdullah who are pro-Congress and want self-govern- 
ment in the interest of the Muslims of the State; and the 
followers of the Muslim League who would like Kashmir 
to be brought within the orbit of Pakistan. 

The recent appointment of a commission to inquire 
into the working of the reforms shows the Maharaja's 
desire to make his State the most go-ahead in. associating 
his people with the administration of the State. 
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(J) Notes for Trekkers in Baltistan, and Ladakh 
(Contributed by Mr, F. A. Bétterton) 
L Batrsran 


Situated due north of Kashmir proper, Baltistan is 
an ideal country for what one may term long-distance 
treks, or mountaineering, and big game shooting. Iris 
in Baltistan that there are some of the highest peaks 
of the Himalayas, including K*, sometimes known us 
Mount Godwin Austin, after the name of Colonel 
Godwin Austin of the Survey Department, who dis- 
covered it. Since then several expeditions have been 
made to this peak, the last being an American expedition 
some three'or four years ago, bur it remains unconquered, 
Ir is second in height only to Mount Everest, being 
28250" high, Other high peaks in this region are 
Gasharbrum and Masharbrum 26470’ and 25600" ra- 
pectively, | 

The capital of Baltistan, Skardu, is situated at the 
junction of the Indus and the Shigar rivers. It may be 
reached by starting up the Sind Valley, and following 
the Leh Treaty Road as far as Kharal, some eight marches 
from Ganderbal at the mouth of the Sind Valley, Ar 
Kharal one crosses to the left bank of the river Dras, by. 
means of a suspension bridge. One more march brings 
one to the confluence of this river with the Indus, The 
path which follows the left bank of the Indus, all the way 
to apn at places cut out of the mountain side, and 


there is often a sheer eu 
to the roshing torrent 


(212 miles) —the last one being rather saan 
only is ic twenty-two miles, but it is largely over sand, 
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Skardu itself, about 6000 feet high, is a comparatively 
large rown, with a fort situated on a hill overlooking 
the river. It has, of course, its polo ground; without 
which no village in Baltistan is complete. These ogi 
grounds vary in size, according to the area of fat 
ground available, and are always bounded by stone 
walls. Polo is the national game in Baltistan, as 
indeed it is in the Gilgit Agency, and to a lesser ex- 
tent in Ladakh, ‘There are travellers’ Rest Houses all 
along this route, and, of course, there 1 a commo- 
dious one at Skardu itself. Apart from the officers of 
the company of Kashmir Infantry stationed here, 
other State officials include the Wazir, the senior Stare 
official who has his wintkr headquarters here, moving 
co Leh during the summer mon There is also the 
Tehaildar, » Public Works Overseer, and » Post Master 
—there being a Post and Telegraph office here. 

An alternative route to Skardu is over the 
Deosai plains, and one, starting from Bandipur on the 
Wular Lake, spends the first night at Tragbal. Then 
over the pass down to Gurais, a long but interesting 
march, during which at the top of the pass may be 
seen Nanga Parbat on a clear day. Two more marches 
up the Gurais Valley bring one to Burzil bungalow, ar 
the foot of the pass of that name, on the Gilgit Road. 
From Burzil bungalow one leaves the Gilgit road, and 
branches off to the right up a steep hill side on to the 
Ghota Deosai plains, and fro there on to the Deosat 
plains. ‘These plains, which are rich in pasture, are 
uninhabited and quite treeless. Although at an aver~ 
age height of over 12000’, they abound in moayuitos! 
The third day from Burzil will bring one to Skardu, 
The last day's march is down a steep valley, called the 
Sitpara, from the head of which may be seen Shigar, 
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the next most important town to Skardu, thousands-of 
feet below, From the head of the Satpara nullah may 
alto be seen, on a clear day, the giants of the Karakoram 
Kange. From Bandipur to Skardu is only seven 
marches, and the journey by this route is thuy about 
half in point of time that taken by the Sind Valley and 
Indus Valley route. The Deosai plains route is, how- 
ever, not open till nearly the middle of June. A plea- 
sant trek is, therefore, to go by the Indus Valley route, 
and return by che Deosai plains—something under a 
month being required for the round journcy. _ 

ff another eight to cen days or so be available, an 
exceedingly pleasant manner of spending it is to go up 
the Shigar Valley, a two-day ‘trek. Ac the top end of 
this valley two valleys meet, one from the Choga 
Lungma, which comes in from the West, and the 
Braldu Valley, which comes in from the Eas. Take 
the Eastern Valley, up the Braldu, to Askole village. 
This is the last village beyond which are some of the 
mightiest glaciers in the Himalayas, the Biato leading 
up towards the Snow Lake, and the Ffispar glacier 
comes in on the left, and straight on beyond Askole is 
the Baltoro glacier, which leads towards K*. From 
Askole a rope suspension bridge will rake one on wm a 
track leading over the Skorlo La, a pass 17500’ high, 
and by this route one can reach Shigar in two days, and 
be back in Skardu in three days—the round trip. from 
Skardu taking seven to eight days, Thus six weeks’ 
leave, or even five, if one does not dally em ronte from 
Srinagar, will take one to the very heart of the Hima- 
layan glacier system. It is a trek ane is not likely co 
regree having undertaken. I d for i ' 
apricots and grapes. There is a ferry at this place, 
consisting Of a raft made out of goat skins. For a 





{ 429 ) 


few rupees this can be hired to take one back to Skardu, 
thus reducing « rather tedious march of wyeral hours 
to a rapid water journey of abour two hours, one 
tnoreover which is nor without its thrills, | 

Il, Lapakr 


This country of barren mountains and hills has 
4 fascination and attraction all its own, which it is difh- 
cult to explain. Even its people are quite different from 
those of Kashmir. In: fact, it was not until comparative- 
ly recent times that it came to be part of the Jammiu- 
Kashmir territory, at all, Ladakh used to have a king 
af its own, and its inhabitants are clowly akin to Tibe- 
tans, and are Buddhists by religion.. Leh, the capital of 
the country, is situated fourteen marches from Gander- 
bal, at the mouth of the Sind Valley, and there are 
travellers’ Rest Houses at cach stage en rowte. 

For the first eight stages the route follows the 
Skardu road, but (instead of crosing over by the suspen- 
sim bridge ot Kharal) one turns right-handed to Kargil, 
a town on the Suru rivet. This river is crosed by 3 st 
pension bridge, and the first march to Moulbeck brings 
ane into Ladakh, which i a land of monasteries, and the 
first of these is met at Moulbeck, There monasteries are 
invariably built on rocky heights, and are impressive to 
fook upon. Twomarches from Moulbeck brings one to 
another, and an even larger, monastery; that at Lama- 
yuru, situated on the left of the road, and dominating 
the valley below. From Lamayuru a rocky gorge brings 
one down: to the Indus valley. The river is crosed by 
a suspension bridge, and thereafter the road follows the 

ight bank co Leh, four marches further on, Leh is 
situated up a side valley, near the foot of the Kharadan 
pass, and five miles from the Indus river. Althoug 
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11,500° above sea level the temperature at Leh, during 
the summer months, is hor; though, of course, thie 
season is short, During the winter it is bitterly cold. 
Hemis, the most important monastery, 18 situated sortie 
twenty-two miles from Leh, up the Indus valley. Here 
every year is held a festival at which devil dances, and 
various religiows rites, are observed, which ‘attract 
thousands of persons from far and near. There is a 
branch ‘of the Moravian Mission at Leh, which turns 
BEE NY good blankets and socks made of Tibetan 
Lie PI 


The State officials, at Leh, consist of the Wazir, 
the senior official uf the district who divides his time 
between Leh, in the summer, and Skardu, the capital 
_ of Baltistan, during the winter. There is a Tehsildar, 

the officer, sometimes two, in charge of the garrison, a 
médical officer, a veterinary officer, postal and éduea- 
tional officers. The town of Leh used to be of consider- 
able importance, being the excha nge place where Central 
Asan and Indian goods were exchanged. Tt has, of late, 
lost a lot of its importance, however, in this respect. A 
visit to Lech requires 4 pass from the Residency office, ar 
Srinagar, to which office intending visitors should apply. 


(A) Kashmir Silk Weaving Factory 
Srinagar, was cotablished towards the end of 1949, 


Thirty-three looms were then installed, Manufactur- 
Js A sa started in April 1940 with 15 Joome. The 
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and to develop the silk weaving industry in the State, che 
Government purchased towards the end of 1941 the silk 
factory in the Rajbagh area, containing 20 looms with 
to the Bhagats and which had been lying idle for a number 
of years. These looms, after proper overhauling started 
working towards March 1942. In July 1942 another 
12 looms were purchased from Messrs Indo-Textile Co, 
Kashmir. These looms were installed in the Kajbagh 
Factory by September 1942.. This provided work for 
another 65 men. 

In August 1942 an unfortunate fire occurred in the 
‘Rambagh Silk Weaving Factory which temporarily re- 
tarded the progress of silk weaving for the development 
caf which the Government had been adopting all reason- 
able measures, The burnt looms of the Rambagh fac- 
‘tory were purchased by the Government from the In- 
‘surance Company. These burnt looms with thei pre- 
paratory machinery were re-conditioned by the end of 
1942 and soon thereafter installed, Special arrange- 
ments were made immediately for the speedy conutruc- 
tion of an additional building for more looms in the 
Rajbagh area. In addition, another 50 looms. which 
were ordered from Bombay have just arrived in Srinagar. 
They will soon be erected and be ready for working. 
So that as against 33 looms with which the factory was 
started in the year 1940, there will now be im the 
Government Silk Weaving Factory, Rajbagh, 124 
looms with the requisite preparatory and finishing plant. 
That should, in doe course, provide work for abour 400 


c. 

‘Between the years 1940 and 1942 the maximum 
monthly earnings of willing workers increased by 8076: 
in the case of 4 Throwaster, by over 500% tm the case af 
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a weaver and over 390% in the cas-of a finisher. Te is 
clear then thar for a sready and willing worker there is a 
very large scope, indeed, in this factory. Further, 
work i provided here all the year round, and even 
during the period of training, reasonable wages are paid 
to the workers. 

In spite of the fact that large expenditure has been 
incurred, and is being incurred by the Government for 
the expansion of the factory and the industry, increases 
in wriiges have recently been allowed. For instance, in 
May 1942 an all round increase in the shape Tae none 
bonus of 12% was allowed. sae in March 943 a fur- 
ther increase of 2 pies viz: from -\1}4 to -[1{6 per yard, 
or 12'4% was enctioned for weavers, 
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KASHMIR : THE PLAYGROUND 
OF ASIA 
(L) PRESS OPINIONS ON THE FIRST EDITION 
BENGAL 


Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha's book, called Kashmir: The 
Playground of Aria, contains ost of the information necessary 
to transform Kashmir into a heaven of rest. Jtiva eombina- 
tion of & guide book. and degoriptive narrative, and gives brief 
notes on almost overy aspect of Kashmir jifo, or « reference 
from which further information may be obtained. and is 
up-to-date, The Information Directory is » monumental list 
of oleaeified facilities. The bibliography of books, in Engliah, 
oo Kashmir is the first of such comprehensivensss to be com: 
piled. Numerous illustrations are included. (The Statesman, 
Anglo-Indian Daily, Caleutin). 


In Kashour; Tie Playgroand of daia, Dr. Sachchidanaida 
Sinha offers us s delightfu) and stimulating account of his 
experiences gained during his several yisitato Kashmir, and, 
aa euch, it must not be placed among the cheap types of 
guide-books that we usually come across. Ti has ite own 
peenliar merit# and grace, The book comes from the pen of 
one whe not only has mastered the art of writing, but has 
bran able to furnish it with a geace peculiarly his owt, He 
pupeerse” oyes that observe and a mind that rencts in a. vital 
and crentive ways The author is not only « veteran seduce 
tioniat, but an experienced and noted journalist as well, He 
sow things In Kashmir with the discerning vision of a man of 
culture. This is whet adds to the value of the book. The 
multitude: of information contained in th monograph ia suit- 


ably embellished with bowutifal photographs, which willl to the 


harm of the bouk, The statistical portion is valuable 
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because the figures are up-to-date, and prospective visitors 
may well depend on them. The author wears his learning 
lightly, for his aim is more to delight than to inateuot, 
Wa warmly commend tha bouk to all visitors to, and rasi~ 
dente in, Hashmir.—(The Amrita Barr Patrika, Indian 
Daily, Calcutta). 


Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha’s Wiustrated hand-hook for 
visitors of Kashmir ia compendiongs tn furnishing practical 
information, which ia fully up-to-date—being abrwast of the 
Inteat changos—and ia alao comprehensive in including in ite 
wide range and scope all mattare of interaet to viaitora to 
Eashmir. Its two other distiuctive features are a carefully: 
compiled direstory of general information, and an almost 
ezhaustive bibliography of books in Eeulish relating: to 
Rashmir.—(The Ainduston Standard, Indian Daily, Caloatta). 


Dr, Sachchidanands Sinha’s Kashmir: The Playground 
of Asia contains all the requisites details about Raskmir, 
which have been exhaustively doalt with by the suihor, 
Though booka on Kashmir are legion, so far thera haa 
not been any book, on the subject, which within the oovers: 
of ahandy volume contains so much information as does this. 
book, Thirty-three illustrations add to the value of the 
book. Dr, Binhs deserves well of thoas who intend to visit 
Enahmir : and of others too, who ¢an only enjoy the charm 
of thie earthly paradise vicariously.—{Slar of India, Indian 


Daily, Caloutta), 


Dr, Sachchidanands Sinha's Kashmir : Playgrannd of Asia 
ie an enthusiastic book vividly portraying the namercie 
charms. of “the valley of happiness ". The author fies 
provided eplondid television pictures from “ tho playground 
of Asia". a8 he ie a photographer in prove, and austains the 
reader's interest throughout the book. [Et «lio abounds in 
ae information on all matters of interest ty yvishora - 

Kashmir. The book, which in a discriminating study of 


( 485 ) 


absorbing interest, deterves a walcome.—{ Morning Nets. 
Indian Daily, Caloutta), } mbes af 


, In his Kashmir; The P fayground of Asta, Dir. Saghehj- 
dananda Sinha his offered really adequate and compre 
hentive hand-book to the country, giving « fall account of ite 
charms in all its aspects. He has tackled the aubject inn 
hiinther thet could have drawn nothing but praisa from 

\ Bandoker himself, as it is highly informative to « visitor, 
whe wants to get the moat out of the country, A® such, it 
ean dcarcely be commended too hizhly. Dr. Sinha Hot only 
fows anil loves the country intimstely, bat has been carsfal 
about his facts down tu the last detail, and there is a very 
firll index facilitating rapid referanes. Tt is thas a thoroughly 
useful hand-book —{ Capital, Angla-Indian Weukly, Caldutta), 


This 4 perhape the heat guide-book to Kashmir, as it ig. 
comprélinnsive, and contains all the information that 9 
traveller requires, anil which it will be hard—almoat impose 
sible—to get in any single book. for hie will find in it all he. 

, wants. This book will be moat useful to ihe tourist, ae it 
furnishes practical informution, brought fully tip-to-date, 
including the Intest chanpres in Kashmir travel, Jt is alan rf 
hand-hook of descriptive sketches of the varius Soenes and 
fights of Kashmir, No praise is too much for it, and jt will 
have a ready market, a¢ a good, uasfal, and exhaustive guide- 
book ta Kashmir. De. Sinha hes earned the thanks of all 
tourisia who want to pay @ visit to Kashmit— The Oriew 
Sdiluatrated Weekly, Galoutta), 


Kaskmir : The Playground of Asia, by Dr. Sachohidananda 
Sinha, contains a mine of itformation valuable mot only to the 
touriet but to all who would like to know something about 
that picturesque State. It hae the nd vanture of heing up-te- 
date ond gives sound and helpful advice regarding trips ty 
various wites of historic and soonio interest, The financial 
Sepect of w prospective visit to this hemutifal regidn is not 
negleeted—a fact which, in these daya of high prions, and 
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need for economy, is particularly gratifying. There are no 
leas than thirty-three photographs. of numerous beauty 
spota—(The Whip, Indian Weekly, Calcutta), 


In his Kashmir: The Playground 6f dna, Dre. 5, Sinha 
has supplied hie readers wiih a book which givos the most 
up-to-date information, and whose valua is increased by more 
than thirty striking illustrations, =s well as by the numerous 
quotations on different aspects of Kashmiri life from sources, , 
oriental and occidental, Unlike the ordinary ran of guida- 
books, supplying information in the dry and uninteresting 
form of a catalogue, Dr. Sinha has given usa vivid account of 
what one would ses in Kashmir, and has conveyed to his 
reeders the poetic beauty of the place like the lifferateur that 
heis. DOr, Sinha's book thus enables ihe reader to-an0 Kash- 
mir through the eyes of a scholar and a man of affairs, being 
informed throughout by a rare literary charm, the. fruit of * 
extensive reading and ripe scholarship—(The Caleullo 
Herntew: Indian Monthly, Caloutta}. 


dey 


Dr, 8. Sinha's Kashmir: The Playgrownd of Aria is ®. 
book of lif rather than » guide-hook. And yet it ia « most 
reliabls guide to all the positive features of Kashmir, and 
has brilliant descriptive sketches of the various sights and 
scenes of the country.. While reading the book we feel ax if 
we ore being conducted by o sympathetic friend throughs 
gallery of grand landécapes, anil the doseriptive anil reflec 
tive passsges nro of rare charm, We get the personal touch 
everywhere, and admire the wuthor’s. graphic quality, and 
profound Joye of Nature, We recommend the book aa 
undoubtedly the cheapest and best hanilbook on Kashmir 
available jin these days.—(The Modern Review: Todian 
Monthly, Caleutta), 


We think thet De. 8, Sinha has justified his claim to 
having condensed, digested, and presented, in a » yatematio. 
form, all the information likely to be of otility and interost— 
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especially to the inexperienced tourist—in planning sod ocono- 
inically carrying vot a tour in Kashmir, in his Kashmir : 
The Playground of Ama—(The New Review, Buropean 
Monthiy, Calcutta), ’ 


BIHAR 
Kashmir: The Playground af Asia, written by De. 


Gachchidananda Sinha, is » delightful volame—delighiful 
both for ite subject-matter, as for its treatment. De, Sinha 


has given ua n number of pon pictarea of the beauty spots 


and the beadties of Kashmir, which are invaluable not only 
booauae they. appeal to one's westhetic sense, but also From the 
point of view of serving 44% guide to the touriats and visitors 
éo Kashmir. A number of pictures are also. included In the 
book, whioh zo to enhance ita attractiveness and value—( The 
Indian Nation, Indinn Daily, Patna), | 


Dr. Sinhats book, called Kashmir; The Playground of 
Avia, is the only ono that deals, in a fairly exhaustive manner, 
with everything that may interest the would-be tourist in 
Kashmir, whatever his special predilections. The descriptive 
passages show an intimate Jove of the author, for his fasci- 
riatingt subject, and he communicates his own enthusiasm to 
the reader, tis a véry good hand-bock, ands helpful guide- 
honk atthe sams time, Tho information is. up-to-date, and. 
very detajled, The illustrations, that are many, haye been 
well chosen. Tho volume is thus an indispensable companion 
for anybody who wants ta go to, or know sbout, Kashmir. 
Tiers is alto an exhaustive bibliography. [tise book every 
holy snare io read.—(The Bikar Herald, Indiwy Weekly, 
Patina), 


De. 3. Sinha's Kashmir: The Playground of Ama, is 
enerpendious in scope, and describes all particulars, required 
by travellers, in minute detail. Here iz 1 book that will be 
olinterest to the traveller and trekker, the sportsman and 
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angler, —in fact, to all tastes —( Ties Heview, Indian Quarterly, 
al anshedpur), 


BOMBAY 


Now that a record number of visitors. ars discovering 
Eashmir, Dr & Sinha'e Kashmir: The Playground of Asia 
iS a moat timely production, as everything that the visilor 
wants to know is hore. The book is profusely ilinatrated, and 
thern ia an extremely full index This turely is the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date of all the guide-books on 
Kashmir, and should find ite way into the luggage of all who 
With to gee, and know, what «Persian poet has enllod the 
“Paradise of Qnilless — pleasures" —( The Times of Initia, 
Atglo-Indjan, Daily, Bombay), 


Der. Sachchidananda Sinha’s Kashmir: The Playground of 
Adia ia perhaps the best hand-book #s far produnsd about 
Kashmir. Ful! of every conceivable bit of infotmution about 
the “happy valley", itis an invaluable compendium Jor tours 
Planning to Spend so0ina time {n Kashmir, One can enthu= 
‘#instically recommend it to the would-be tourist to Kashmir, 
who will find fy it gue only practical and deafyl information, 
bat also literary food fre ‘omemplation and refeetign— 


Dr. Sachchidvnands Sinha's volume on Kashmir is based 
upon hig personal *2perience pained during the last forty-five. 
years, backed by his study of the linge number of books TTT 
the subject. Al) that fan bo helpful te ihe prospective visitors 
has been préeawited In it Thia book Should prove mont 
Heefal in planning trip, and making it a successful sojourn, 
even to those who want to indulge in various kinda af sports, 
No other book gives such complete information on all the 
questions § —ooneeruing Kashmir.—{ Social Welfare, Indian 
Woekly, Bombay), 


Dr, Sachohidananda Sinha's handbook, Alashmir : The 
avayground of Avia, should prove very populur now-wdaya, 


= 
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whon Kashmir ia so fall, and js experiencing such a war boom 
in touriam. bie not only a reference book and 4 guide to 
yarioys coules, hut n directory of goueral information with 
biblinzraphy, and contains also general reading mattor for the 
visitor to thi delightful country. The author has taken @& 
wide riew, aid haa aleo gone lito the realm of sport with 
chaplers on angling, trekking, and camping. ‘There ate also 
over thirty illastentions:—(The Illustrated. Weekly of India, 
Bombay). 


fie. Sachchidanands Sinha has Inid the increasing Tam ber 
af peuple who resort to Kashmir for » holidny, iniler a debt 
of gratitude, by producing a book which snpplies all the 
details of information, which a tourist most neads, reinforced 
by hit persons) observations of the various fentures of 
Kashmir, The book called Kashmir : The Playground of Ana 
ia especially intended for man who have time and money te 
pare on # holidmy.—( Indian Social Reformer, Indian Weekly, 
Bombay). | 


Travollers to Kaehmir will find Dr. Sechchidananda 
Sinhn’s comprehensive acenunt, enlled Kashmir: f 
Playground of Asia, most helpful. The author has alao inal 
ded excéllont descriptive sketches of the varinus scenes and 
sights of Kashmir, » carelally compiled directory. of gonwral 
information and an exhaustion bibliography of Enelish books 
relating to Kathmir.—(The Maharatta, Indian Weekly, Poona), 


De, Sachenidananda Sinha’s Kashmir : The Playgrownd 
ere is a multi-purpose book with admirable thoroughness. 
The kuthor is at his best describing the sights, and recording 
his impressions of the lovely scenes of Kashmir, avi eunveys: 
fomething ol the besuty of Nature in lores with itself. The: 
tourist will find in the book not meroly a guide but alao 
philosopher and afriand, The book is well got up, end ts 
eneiched with numerous photographs, of the benuty-apote in 
the happy valley—(The Aryan Poth, Indian Monthly, 
Bombay). | 
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“Ruidé-bopk", there will be countless readers of this volume 
who will welesma this opportunity of a vicarious visit, to this 
enchanting Jand.—(P. # N., Literary Monthly, Bombay) 


Dr. 5, Sinha's Kashmir: The Playground of Asia ia « 
detailed hand-book written in an interesting fashion. Pros 
nective visitors to Kaahmir, reading this bool boforshani, 
Will gain invaluable knowledge from it.—(Onlooker ; Beitish 
Monthly, Bombay). 


A very COMOTrehensive anc Auite Up-to-date bool is fe. 
5. Binha’s Kashmir : The Playground of Asia, which 
contains all the neccesary information for Fiuitors to the 
Happy Valley. Fully usteated, ibiesat ouge « guidu-bhoole | 
for travellers, and a haudbeok of descriptive sketchas, 
There if also a good directory of peters information and 
tee Complete bibliography. —{ Indian Literary Review, 
Monthly, Bombay), 


Kashwir: The Playground of Asia, by De, Sachohidn= 
nanda Sinks ja ay invaluable compendium for tourists 
Planning to apend some time in Rashmie—( Pushpa, Todian 
Monthly. Bombay), =| 

De, Sachehidananda. Sinhn’s Kashmir: The Playground 
of Agia abounde in a wealth of information, and it is sazattoar, 
@nide-book, and Nistory, all combined in one, anil wellien 
e ptiste Hint is ronlly plonsitie.—{ Roshing, Indian (uarlerly, 

cone} 


CENTRAL PROVINCES 
In Kashmir = The Mayground of Asia thors 8 no aspect of 


Kashmir life which is jefe untouched by Dr. §, Sinha, who 
is to be warmly congratulated on Productipe ay eanellont 
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volume without which a tourist will find his trip to Kashmir 
incomplete— The Mitavada, [udian Daily, Nagpur). 


Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha in his book, Kashmir: The 
Playground of Asia, has given a comprehensive. and detailed 
account of every aspect of life of this famous Himalayan. 
holiday resort, and it is not only crammed with information, 
but is written in exceedingly lucid style, for which De- Sinha 
is well known, All the information which a prospective 
visitor would want to know about Ksahmir is here. The 
book: ia illustrated, and ia of great interest, It will bo a good 
maicdition to mublie libraries and educational institutions.— 
(New India, Indian Weekly, Nagpur). 


In his book De, S. Sinha imparts his infectious enthusiaam 
for Kaahmir to the moet onsual reader. One may never lave 
thought of visiting Kashmir, but on torning o few pages of 
tha book, one finda onvaell getting deeply interested in the 
anhijedt, in spite of oneself. Dr. Sinha decides the case for 
visiting Kashmir once for all, This is no work of o mere 
compiler, but of a connoisseur of the beauties of nature, and 
it ereutas © yaarning in those who have not been 
fortunate: enough to sea the “Playground of Asia".—(The 
Independent, Indian Weekly, Nagpur), 


DELEI 


Dr. Sinha hos the roputation of being thoroagh and 
painstaking i io all his literary productiona, but in none has 
he given 80 moch proof of this quality as in his vélume. on 
Kashmir, whichis at once exhaustive in ith seope, compre- 
hensive enough to furnish all practical Information, and op 
to-date in ita deta, A distinctive feature of the volume iz the 
section giving descriptive sketches of the scons and sights, 
and manifold attractions, of the “plensure garden" of Asin. 
The book ia profusely illustrated with pictures of beauty 
spots, and holiday resort#, which attract an endless procession 
of tourists year after year. With the help of this compendious 
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‘and inatruotive handbook, the traveller is sure to find his 
visit all the mors enjoyable and interesting than he ia 
<i likely to do-—{Hinduslan Times, Indian Duily, 
Delhi). 


. Dr. Sachehidananda Sinha’s book called Kashmir. The 
Playground of Asia, provides to prospective travellers up-te- 
date and Istest practical information. ‘The author has 
eoinhined in his book » tourists’ manual, a series of travel 
sketches, and a diary of his own tours to the bensutiful valley 
of Kashmir, [t will thus be of immense valu to progpeotive 
tourista, and ie bound to attract vititors to Kashmir—(Roy’s 
Weekiy, Delh3), 


KASHMIR 


Dr, Sachchidatands Sinha's Kashmir: The Playground 
of Asia, is fully up-to-date in regard to Various aspects and 
travel conditions in Kashmir, as much of the titorcnehiied 
contained initia based'on the nuthor's personal knowlhodge 
aul exptrinnee during the course of hia many visite to 
Kashmir. Prospective visitors to Kastinir should ieemp 
this book handy for referanen ag, although many booles 
have been writhen in recont yours phout traral ink Kashmir 
yet no better book has bean written ao. far alike in its 
range, s00pe, comprehonviveness and soundness In infor: 
mation.—(Hamdard Kashmir, Indion Daily in Urdu) Srinagar), 


_ De. Sachchidananda Sinha’s. Kashmir: The Playground of 
Asia—which has aclipsed previous gaidebooks to Kashrir— 
is @ comprohonsiva ‘@urvey on travel conditions in Kashmir, 
atid Ghters to the needs of visitors, aa the author, who is an 
“wiminené Scholar, Writes what is baaad on nuthority,— (The 
Kashmir Chronicle, Indian Weekly, Srinagur), 


Though Dr. Sschohidananda Sinha Kashmir bears the 
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Valley "| and seems written primarily for their inatruction and 
entertainment, yet Dr. Sinha, being a man of tatters, has 
scoured tha entire literature on Kashmir, and has onlled 
information of diverse nature for presentation in this book, 
in which he gives minute details that would immensely bauafit 
A casual visitor or tourist, Mach literary value alao attaches 
to the book by reason of the historical antecedents and im- 
portance of the region that Dr. Sinha has surveyed, and the 
pleturesque descriptions he gives of the alluring mountain 
goonery, with the aid of a number of attractive photographs. 
The book ia calculated to create in the reader a keen desire. to 
viait ona of India's beauty spots, and everyone who proposes 
ko sojourn in Kashmir, even for a short period, should have 
it in his portmanteau. —(The Hindu, Indian Daily, Madras), 


Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha'’s Kashmir : The Playground of 
Asia will be anjoyad by thoay who have alrandy visited 
Kashmir, and will be of inestimable value te thoza who are 
planning te go there, ae it deale with every aie of life in 
Kashmir, and gives advien which ig always practical, The 
book i¢ more than an ordinary guide-book. The numerous 
photographic iustrations padi to the attractiveness, and the 
all-round excellence of tide admirable hand-book.—(The Mail, 
Anglo-Indiaw Daily, Madras), 


De. Soohohidananda Sinha's Kashmir: The Playground of 
Asia will be useful to the prospective tourist, whe will find 
in it every piece of information he will need. Thia aa inelu- 
‘sive that it can be described as a miniature libeary in itself, 
The book inoludes, however, very moch besides mere infor- 
* mation. Tt oontain# also the reflections of the wuthor, in 
ndilition tos bibliography relating to the subject, Thus a 
guide-book has been redeemed Jor Ietiors,—(Jadian Express, 
Indian Daily, Madras). 


Dr Sachchidananda Sinha, in his Kushour: The Play- 
growud of Asia, adda tha best book on Kashmir, Dr: Sinha 
+ hes broaght the use of his lucid pen, and the loveliness of the 


place is befittingly matched by the beauty of its discriptions 
tn his bovk, which has bean exceedingly well-done, and 
deserves to bo kept not only by tha weary traveller to 


Kashmir, but by every Indian who wishes to know, as he 


must, jit anoabanting heauties—(Liberator, Indian Daily, 
Madras). 


Dr, Sachchidananda Sinha's Kashmir: The Playground of 
Asia is 4 veritable Kashmir encyclopedia, and asta forth in 
socurate language, with graphic touches and poetic Hights, 
the varied attractions of Kashmir. The bibliography anil 
index, and the directory, at the end of the volume, give very. 
helpfal information—(The Indian Review, Indian Monthly, 
Madran). 


MYSORE 


In Dr. Sachechidananida Sinha's Kashnié: The Playground 
of Asia, the author's pen-pictures of scanes and sights, acoom- 
panied with geographical and historical data, sketohas of 
ardagas pilgrimages and easy trips, of Kashmiri aris and 
ornfta, and of the ming oller attractions, aro attractive avd 
comprehensive. A udeful commercial dirsatary, a good inilex, 
and an exhaustive bibliography of literature, relating to 
Kashmir, enhance the value of the publication, In short, » 
“ oomplete traveller" hae been achieved by thn distinguished 
author, whose effort is a welrome addition to Indian literature 
of travelogue-— Mysore Economic Journal, Todian Monthty, 
Bangalore), 


Dr, 8- Sinha'a Kashmir: The Ployground of Avia ia a 
helpful and an itveloable hand-book for visitors to the Happy 
Vales, “Yury In lan to vo gute Be Bike 
to write of Kashmir with such muthority, diseerument, and 
Andinn Quarterly, Bangalore). 


Dr. Sinha's Kashmir: The Playground of Asia contains 


copious, practical, and up-to-date information on all mapects © 
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of life in Kashmir, inelading historical and administrative 
details, which should be known beforehand by any body who 
desires to visit that State. With this book before him na 
traveller will find himself « stranger.—(Journal of the Mythic: 
Society, lndian Quarterly, Bangalore). 


NIZAM'S DOMINIONS PRESS 


Dr. Sachchidanands Sinha’s Kashmir : The Playground 
of Aria i8 & handbook for visitors to the Happy Valley, and 
incorporates » good deal of useful information for travellers 
and touristse—(Clalamic Culture, Indian Qusrterly, Hydera 
bad—Deccan). 


ORISSA | 


De. Sachchidanands Sinhs's Kashmir; The Playground 
of Asia, is & hand-bock of immense practical value» Ibis 
comprehansive, comprising information on matters of interest 
to the ganeral student and prospeclive travellera, ‘The direc” 
tory of general information, and the bibliography of bock (re- 
lating to Kashmir and, above all, the ‘lustrations bear 
testimony to the thoroughness with which the book is written, 
I exhaustive detail, Dr. Sinha's study of Kashmir has few 
equals in the field.—(New Orissa, Indian liaily, Cuttack), 


Tic. S. Sinha’s Koshwer: The Playground of Asia ia a book 
af erudite scholarship, but it also abounds in glowing des 
eriptions, and in all kinds of useful information an intending 
Kashmir tourist would require. The book ig beautifully got 
up, and the illestrations are happily chosen.—( The Odserver, 
Indian Weekly, Cuttack). | 


PUNJAB, THE 


Dr, Sachchidananda Sinha's book; Kashmir: The Play- 
ground of Asia, portrays with « vivid simplicity prac eal by all 
aspects, The hook ie an informative and » reliable guiilo, 
alr shingly different fram thie asiual commercial guidos, which 
book-stalla diepiny. Iustrated with over thirty photographs, 
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which add to its value, the interast of the book is sustained 

‘by the author's style. The book is this « valuable contri- 
bution to tourind literature, and is sure to appeal to thoaa 
interested In the “Switzerland of the Beat". The bool 
Should be resognisad hy the Kashmir State authoriting aa an 
sig work of reference —{ The Tribune, Indian Daily, 
hore). 


Dr, Sachohidananda Sinha’s wusafal book. eallodd 
Kashmir + The Playground of Asia. ia jot anly a guide-bonkke, 
but slag hand-book af descriptive Sketches of the wurious 
alluring sopuerieg of Kashmir. It is well written, and 
contains = store of up-to-date information, [¢ ahould, 
theraforn, prove a good companion for = traveller ta 
Kushmir.—(The Eastern Times, lidinan Daily, Lahore), 


KRASHMIR 


© The Playground of Asia, by De. Sachchidananda Sinha, 
shows (he way us to how books of the kind should be done, 
Kashmir moans poacol) romance, and Dr, Sidha ins made 
hia book a naval of axquisite huo—{(The Northern Observer, 
Tadian Monthly, Lahore). — 


RAJPUTANA 


An Karhmir: The Playgrounil of Asia, Dr. 8. Sighs has 
splendidly succesdad in presenting & mass of informatinn 
covering every itam of travel. with an industry aod aharm 
all his own, But theses alone are not the merits of tha 
book, as Dr. Sinha has -aleo offered the public arn extremely 
entertaining book of travel; and the passages which deanrihe 
the mowy peaks and valleys of Kashmir are of a literary 
oharor that compoly almiration—(The Rajawthan Reratd, 
Indian Weekly, Jaipur), 


SINDH 
De. Sachchidanande Sinha’ extremly Comprehonsi¢ 
and aptly titted book, Kashmir: The Playgraand of Asia, 
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is a complote guide for those seaking information about 
Kashmir, as wel) aan very interesting study of avery thing 
relating to Kashmle from all points: of view. [t afforda os 
wealth of facie aud figares which oannot but prove useful 
even to the experienced tounsts from the diveras painka: 
of view of the artist, the sportaman, the auger, the trekkar, 
the shopper, and the motoriat. Bat «as it is impossible to. 
dessribe fully this book the reader must find ite numernus 
morite for himself —i Daily Garette, Indian Daily, Karachi), 


Dr, Sachchidananda Sinha's Kashmir: The Playground 
of deia, baa popularised the place sines its publication only 
very recently. Though the literature dealing with Kashmir 
is enormous, Dr, Binha’s book haw the diatinetion of imparting 
up-to-date practicul information, and os such will be 
invaluable te those plawniug a holiday, there, Ie ts eran nmetl 
with sound and helpful advice on various points: Apart 
frim fine descriptive writing, the author has taken paing.to | 
iHustrate the book, avd practically every objeot of interest 
arid beaaty has been pictured. Thus the aathor bas bean able 
to produce this comprehensive digest, and hus gaceended tn 
collecting material, and presenting i in. « mat altrachivn 
way, with a definite plag and & definite purpose.—{ Sind 
Observer, Indian Daily, Karachi) | 


UNITED PROVINCES 


Dr. Sachehidananda Binhea’s Kashmir : Tae Playground 
ef dria, wontains a mine of useful information about that 
State. Dr. Sinha if ravoalerd in at te be a8 accurate and 
well-informed n guido for Kashmir aa is Bandeker for tho 
European countries—and that in very high pratee, indaod, 
Dr, Sinha'e book ia all-embracing, and there if hardly an 
aspect of anquiry which is sot touched apon init. ‘The 
author has auooseded in producing what is one wf the fullest 
and most comprehensive books on Kashmir, one which 
aeereedes many of the earlier books, and which will for Jonm 
continue to be a reliable and suthoritative work of referers. 
Thers are more than thirty photographs, which add greatly 
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to its value and interest—{The Leader, Indian Daily, 
Allahabad), 


The range and variety of topies covered in Dr. 
Sachehidanande Sinha's book, Kashmir: The Playground 
of Asia, is nstonishing. It is at once a guide-book, «a diren- 
tory of general information, and « sketah-hook containing. 
vivid pen-pictures of scenes’ and sights, and also a mine 
ef sound and acourate information about travel conditions 
in Kashmir, Altogether it is: an Gp-to-date- and soatanus: 
hensive handebook to Kashmir, and is absolutely india- 
Pongable for visitors to, und residents in, ‘the Playground 
af Asis’\—(The Kayastha Samachar, Indian Monthly, 
Allahabad), . 


Dr. 3. Sinha'’s Kashmir: The Playground of Asia, is 
indubitably the best harid-hook and tourist's vade-mecum 
#0 far produced about Kashmir. Woe recommend this boole 
cordially not only to tourisia, but to these who are iitornated 
din the loveliness of Kashmir.—{ National Front, Tndling Weekly, 
Cawnpora), 


With the publication of Dr. Sachchidanands —Sinha's 
book on Kashmir, a long-falt want is removed, ‘ae j} ism 
voluminous book with useful information supplied in Tull. 
There is nothing that hae been left. Whatever = tourist 
wants if there.—{ Education, Indias Monthly, Lucknow). 
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